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PREFACE. 


FEW  books  are  more  pleafing  or  inftrudlivc 
than  thofe  which  contain  accounts  of  travels 
or  voyages,  into  diftant  countries.  But  at  the  fame 
time,  no  writers  feem  more  incapable  of  defcrib- 
ing  what  they  fee,  or  more  liable  to  be  impofed 
upon  by  others,  than  npiany  of  thofe  to  whom  wc 
owe  produftions  of  this  nature.  The  lot  of  vifit- 
ing  foreign  climates,  or  traverfing  favage  lands^ 
has  ge^ierally  fallen  to  the  avaritious  or  the  de- 
vout, men  whofe  views  were  contra(5led  by  gain, 
CMT  blinded  by  fuperftition ;  thus,  though  in  ge- 
neral they  tell  us  what  they  have  obferved,  their 
accounts  are  mixed  with  inflances  of  grofs  igno- 
rance, ormiftaken  zeal.  We  generally  find  their 
produdlions  loaded  with  minute  and  unlnterefling 
tranfaftions,  falfe  miracles,  nautical  remarks,  or 
tedious  diaries,  which  fatigue  the  reader  and  re- 
prefs  curiofity. 

The  being  acquainted  with  the  world  from 
books  of  this  kind,  thus  becoming  a  tafk  almoft 
as  difficult  as  vifiting  in  perfon  the  places  they 
defcribc  5  and  the  numbers  of  fuch  books  ftill  in- 
creafing  the  difficulty,  it  was  by  many  thought 
advifeablc  to  reduce  the  number,  and  retrench 
the  abfurdities  of  fuch  works  by  compilation. 
To  this  we  owe  the  many  ColleSiiom  of  voyages 
and  travels  that  have  been  publifhed  at  different 
times  among  us,  all  profeffing  to  afford  the  reader 
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the  greatefl:  pkafure  in  the  fmalleft  compafs^  th« 
greateft  benefits  at  the  fmalleft  expence. 

The  three  moft  confiderable  colledtions  of  this 
kind  are  Purchafe's  Pilgrims^  ChurchiU's,  and 
Harrises  Cdlledion  of  Voyages  and  Travels.  As 
to  Purcbafej  it  was  coUcdied  at  a  time  when  the 
jiatural  hiflory  of  nations  was  yet  but  in  its  in« 
fancy,  and  confequehtly  his  books  are  filled  with 
aH  the  folly  and  credulity  of  thofe  who  were  de- 
ceived themfelves,  or  with  the  grofs  falichood 
joi  fuch  as  ftrove  to  acquire  reputation  by  deceiv- 
ing others. 

Churchill,  exclufive  of  the  (ize  and  price  (it 
confiding  of  no  lefs  than  eight  folio  volunntes) 
has  but  little  advantage  of  the  fornier^  he  has 
given  place  to  much  lumber,  for  it  feemed  z 
maxim  with  him  to  rejcdl  nothing.  *^ 

The  former  obfcrvaticns  are  in  a  great  meafure 
applicable  to  the  colledtion  by  Dr.  Harris.  Many 
of  the  articles  given  in  his  work  arc  very  old> 
delivered  in  very  bad  language,  and  in  many  in- 
flances  of  doubtful  authenticity.  Hence  this^  as 
well  as  the  two  former,  is  now  purchased 
rather  from  n)otives  of  curiofity  than  pleafpre, 
rather  by  the  antiquary  than  the  modern  reader. 
The  fuccefs  of  thefc  works  (for  with  all  their 
faults  they  were  found  to  be  ufefuU  and  confer 
quently  were  well  receivred  by  the  public)  has 
produced  many  fmaller  abridgments,  which  have 
iappeared  at  different  times  and  in  various  fizes. 
It  is  fcarce  neceifary  to  remark  on  thefe,  that 
they  are  but  little  known,  and  after  their  firft 
jpublication  little  called  for.  The  views  of  the 
publifhers  being  merely  lucrative,  they  have  been 
(implied  with  fo  little  judgment^  and  printed 
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rp  Iktlc  care^  that  they  may  juftly  be  leon-? 
iidered  and  ranked  among  the  number  of  tbofq 
works  which  are  merely  calculated  to  ipleafe  the 
vulgar.  Some  of  thefe  compilations  therefore^ 
though  prooiifing  in,  the  titl^  the  contents  of  a 
folio,  are  coo  fmall  to  afford  much  entertainment 
(o  the  diiappointed  purchafer.: 

To  mix  profit  with  delight  (hould  be  the  aim 
of  all  writers,  and  the  buQnefs  of  every  book :  and 
nothing  can  contribute  more  to  thefe  valuable 
ends  than  a  judicious  work  of  this  natures  in  which 
we  can  travel  to  the  mod  diflant  corners  of  th^ 
world,  without  ilirring  from  our  clofets,  choofe 
the  moil  entertaining  route,  embark  with  the. 
iqoft  agreeable  companions,  view  remote  cities 
and  their  governments,  extend  our  acquaintance 
through  all  the  nations  of  (he  globe,  and  intereft 
ourfelves  in  a  fuc^effign  of  incidents  and  adven? 
tures,  that  at  once  improve  the  mind  and  delight 
the  imagination. 

Thefe  purpofcs,  we  apprehend,  have  not  beea 
fully  anlwered  in.  the  voluminous  colle^ions 
which  have  hitherto  appeared  in  our  language : 
the  fize  and  price  of  a  folio  are  fufticient  to  inti- 
midate an  ordinary  reader  from  purchaHng  the 
work,  or  perufing  its  contents.  And  what  we 
obferved  in  regard  to  travels  is  equally  ap- 
plicable to  the  numerous  accounts  of  voyages 
(hat  have  obtained  a  place  in  pven  the  bed 
compilations.  They  are  generally  fo  fluffed 
with  dry  defqriptions  of  beatings  and  didances, 
ddes  and  currents,  variations  of  the  compafs, 
leeward,  wind  and  weather,  founding,  anchor- 
jng,  and  other  terms  of  navigation,  that  none 
but  mere  pilots,  or  feafaring  people,    can  read 
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them  without  dlfguft.  In  a  word,  they  arc  filled 
with  fuch  remarks  as  mr.y  be  very  ufeful  in  a 
fca-jonrnal,  to  iuftify  the  condudl  of  the  mariners 
to  their  owners,  but  which  in  a  general  view 
furnirti  few  articles  of  ufeful  information  or  en- 
tertainment. 

From  thefe  confiderations,  and  from  a  mature 
convidtion  that  a  compilation  of  this  kind  might 
be  rendered  more  authentic  and  ufeful  than  any 
hitherto  publiftied,  we  have  been  induced  to  of- 
fer a  New  Colledtion  of  Voyages  and  Travels  ta 
the   public,  to  whofc  candor  the  principles  on 
which  the  prefcnt  undertaking  has  been  framed,  - 
'are  here  fubmitted.    Our  wifhes  were  to  prefent 
the  reader  with  an  account  of  the  feveral  coun- 
tries of  the  world,  and   their  inhabitants ;  the 
natural  hiftory  of  each  kingdom,  and  of  the  ri- 
vers or  feas  which  divide  kingdoms  from  each 
other.     In  fhort,  to  give  fuch  a  defcription  of  the 
Globe  which  we  inhabit  as  at  once  might  be 
concife,  yet  comprchcnfive,  as  might  catch  the 
fancy  while  it  improved  the  underftanding ;  and 
we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  he  who  has  made  a 
proper  ufe  of  this   work  will  fcarce  want  any 
other  affiftance  to  complete  his  fkill  in  geography, 
as  far  at  l?aft  as  it  is  unconnedled  with  aftronomy 
or  mathematical  calculations. 

In  order  to  this,  great  care  was  to  be  taken  ih 
the  feledling  of  proper  guides.  And  even  in 
fome  of  the  beft,  the  caution  was  to  be  ufed  of 
not  implicitly  following  them  into  error  or  ab- 
furdities. 

In  the  arran;iemcnt  of  the  materials^  we  have 
brought  together  the  different  accounts  of  each 
count:^  into  one  view,  though  they  may  have 
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been  made  at  very  didant  periods ;  and  when 
there  was  an  opportunity  of  choice  among  writers 
bn  the  fame  nation,  the  lateft  vifitors  have  ge- 
nerally beei)  preferred,  as  likely  to  give  the  lead 
jfallacious  information^ 

This  colledtion  admitted  of  a  natural  divifion 
into  two  capital  parts,  namely,  thofe  who  vifited 
the  coajfis  only*  and  of  thofe  who  travelled 
through  the  interior  countries.  In  the  Voyages^ 
which  form  the  firft  part  of  this  work,  the  reader 
will  find  a  true  pidture  of  naval  viciflitudes  and 
dangers.  The  courfes  purfued  by  veiTels  frotn 
one  country  to  another,  their  (hipwrecks  and 
efcapes.  Here  will  be  found  defcriptions  of  the 
feveral  coafts,  bays^  rivers  and  harbours,  with 
fuch  accounts  oiF  the  inhabitants  as  a  ciirfory  ac- 
quaintance could  fupply. 

The  lattel:  part  of  this  work  confifts  o£  Travels 
only,  and  exhibits  the  interior  parts.     The  ac- 
counts of  thefe  contain  a  more  minute  detail  of 
the  natural  hiftory  of  each  country,  its  monu- 
ments of  antiquity,  its  government,  reKgion,  com- 
merce, manners,  and  fpirit  of  thinking.     The 
whole  given  not  with  the  dry  and  difgufting  pro- 
lixity of  a  geographer,  but  for  the  moft  part  in 
the  language  of  the  travellers  themfelves ;  a  Ian* 
guage  in  iome  inftances  rude  indeed,  but  ener- 
getic, expreflive  of  the  feelings  of  men  acquaint- 
ed with  fatigue  and  with  danger.     Nor  will  it 
be  one  of  the  fmalleft  advantages  of  this  work> 
that  we  have  fcarce  any  where  omitted  the  ha-^ 
zard,  tHe    calamities,  the  hair-breadth  efcapes, 
which  thefe  bold  men  have  endured  and  fur- 
mounted.    Thefe  accounts  intereil  us  as  we  read ; 
we  travel  on  with  the  pilgrim  s  fear  for   his 
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difipeflcs,  and  exult  in  his  deliverance  and  facif-* 
fadion. 

From  this  method  it  is  hoped  that  we  have 
united  the  two  great  aims  of  every  writer,  in- 
ftruAion  and  amufement.  While  the  reader  is 
only  purfuing  his  entertainmenr,  he  will  here 
find  himielf  deceived  into  fcience,  and  that  with 
as  great  certainty  as  if  he  had ,  fpent  his  time  in 
making  himfelf  mailer  of  the  mod  voluminous 
fyftem  of  geography.  Here  will  be  found  what 
fuch  fcientific  works  o£Fer,  but  without  their 
difgufling  drynefs.  A  connedted  fyftem  is  not 
therefore  to  be  expecSted  under  this  form ;  but 
that  nothing  fhould  be  wanting  to  this  purpofe, 
the  whole  work  is  introduced  by  a  familiar  com- 
pendium of  geography,  as  it  is  neceflary  to  know 
fomething  of  the  ufual  divifions  of  the  Globe, 
its  circles  and  its  points*  before  we  enter  into 
its  more  minute  difcriminations. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  firft  volume 
contains,  befides  the  compendium  of  geography 
above  mentioned,  the  firft  diicovery  of  America, 
by  Columbus,  beginning  with  him  as  his  voy- 
ages are  the  firfl:  in  order  of  time,  which  merit 
regard,  and  have  occaiioned  alfo  fo  great  an  ai  • 
teration  in  the  commercial  fyftem  of  Europe* 
This  difcovery  naturally  leads  us  to  confider  Spa-^ 
nifti  America,  and  to  give  an  account  of  the 
cooqueft  of  Mexico  and  Peru  by  the  Spaniards, 
under  Pizarro  and  Cqrtez.  To  this  more  ian- 
tient  ft^te  of  thofe  countries,  we  have  added 
Ulloa's  moft  modern  accoupr*  fo  that  we  fee 
with  precifion  what  alterations  thefe  extenfive 
countries  have  underwent  fince  they  came  under 
tb^  dominion  of  Spain.    The  volume  concludes 
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with  a  view  of  the  policy  which  regulstfes  the 
trade  between  Old  Spain  and  its  colonies  i  con« 
taining  fome  curious  particulars  not  gencraHy 
known. 

In  the  ieoond  volume  we  give  in  NieuhofFs 
Voyage  to  the  Brazil,  an  account  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  fettlement  there,  enlarged  by  fome  further 
particulars  of  later  date.  Then  follows  a  memoir 
concerning  the  Jefuits  in  Paraguay,  and  diredbing 
our  courfe  northward,  we  clofe  what  relates  to 
the  Portuguefe  and  Spani(h  pofTeffions  on  the 
continent  by  Wafer's  defcription  of  the  Ifthmus 
of  Darien.  Still  fteering  to  the  north,  the  Bri-^ 
tiih  dominions  in  that  country  claim  our  prin- 
cipal attention.  We  have  therefore,  from  the 
lateft  information,  given  a  conneded  view  of  the 
Britiih  fettlements  from  Florida  to  Newfound- 
land ;  and  have  alfo  added  a  defcription  of  the 
American  Illands,  to  whatever  nation  they  be- 
long, in  which  their  refpcdtive  produdls  and 
articles  of  trade  have  been  efpecially  regarded. 
For  many  of  the  particulars  relating  to  the  In- 
dians and  inland  parts  of  this  exteniive  empire, 
we  are  obliged  to  major  Rogers,  col.  Bouquet, 
and  governor  Pownal ;  thefe  are  the  guides  we 
have  taken,  in  preference  to  the  French  defcrip- 
tions  of  thefe  countries,  which,  upon  many  ac- 
count^y  are  more  liable  to  fufpicion.  If  we  have 
extended  a  little  in  this  part  of  the  work,  it  is 
hoped  that  the  intcreft  every  Briton  has  in  the 
countries  defcribed  will  be  a  fufficient  apology. 
^Nor  is  this  the  only  objeAJo.n  we  have  to  fear  in 
this  part  of  the  work.  It  may  be  urged,  that 
as  the  continent  of  North  America  is  fo  verv 
cxtcnfive  backwards,  what  we  have  in  this  place 
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given  from  Wafer,  Rogers  ih(i  Bdirqilct>  relat- 
ing to  the  interior  patts^  belong  rather  to  the 
departltaeftt  of  travellers.  We  acknoWtege  the 
objcftioni  and  only  have  to  anfwcr,  that  we  have 
always  facrificed  methdd  to  perfpietiiny,  and  iii 
this  ihftaAce  have  rather  given  thfe  whole  of  the 
accounts  of  thie  hew  world  uttdcr  one  viewj  than 
perplexed  the  reader  by  partial  and  fepariilfe  in- 
forfnatiori. 

Having  thtis,  as  far  as  our  defign  adrrtiftied, 
exhaufted  the  defcriptitm  of  the  Ne^)v  Worlds 
we  nexl  proceed  to  the  firft  difcoVery  of  the 
Eaft  Indies  by  the  Portuguefe,  and  in  an  ihtro^ 
duftioA  to  De  Gama's  Voyage,  have  traced  the 
fevcral  prOgreffive  attempts  which  led  to  the 
doubling  the  Cape  of  Good -Hope.  After  Dc 
Gama's,  we  have,  as  a  curiofity,  given  the  firft 
voyage  to  thefe  parts,  undertaken  by  the  EnglKh 
on  account  of  the  Eaft  India  company;  Then 
follows  a  Voyage  to  the  Cape  Verd  Iflands,  Kot- 
bein's  accurate  account  of  the  Cape  of  Good- 
Hope,  and  NieuhofPs  Voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies^ 
in  which  is  introduced  a  faithful  narrative  of  the 
cruelties  praftifcd  by  the  Dutch  on  the  Engliffi 
at  Amboyna.  The  volume  clofes  with  a  mort 
view  of  the  English  fettlements  and  trade  in  theft 
parts  of  the  world. 

Having  now  given  the  complcteft  accounts 
that  could  be  obtained  from  the  preceding  me- 
thod^ of  the  weftern  and  eaftern  navigations ; 
the  third  volume  is  appropriated  to  the  circum- 
navigators of  the  Globe:  Men  whofe  attempts 
were  great,  and  diftreffes  furprifing,  but  who, 
with  an  unfpeakable  fortitude,  furmounted  all, 
and  returned  to  enrich  their  native  country  by 
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tlicir  wealth  and  thcit  diflrdverffts.  Of  thefe  wtf 
have  felcdtcd  Drake,  Damjrier,  Woodes  Rogeirs, 
ttttd  cfpecially  Aftfon  5  fihcfc  the  voyage  iirf^  the 
latter,  vfrhetlier  we  confidfrr  the  authehtteity  of 
his  mntter,  or  the  elegant  manned  in  which  it  is 
related,  may  be  confidered  as  the  moft  valuable 
publication  of  the  kind. 

With  the  circumnavigators,  we  clofe  the  firft 
divifion  of  this  collection,  which  confifts  of  voy- 
ages: in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  volumes,  we 
have  given  the  relations  of  the  mod  approved 
ttavellers  through  Europe,  Africa  and  Afia ;  be- 
ginning at  the  north  of  Europe,  and  advancing 
fouthward  and  eaftward,  as  far  as  their  journies 
could  be  extended  by  land.  Where  thefe  have 
been  tedious,  to5  minute  or  diiguftingly  dry,  we 
liave  taken  the  liberty  to  retrench  them.  On 
the  contrary,  where  any  have  been  fuperficial  or 
negligent,  we  have  taken  the  liberty  of  improving 
flieir  accounts  by  inferring  pafiages  from  others. 
Thus,  Keyfler,  for  inftance,  who  is  reckoned 
one  of  the  moft  faithful  dcfcribers  of  Europe,  is 
at  the  fame  time  fo  prolix,  that  we  have  in  many 
places  curtailed  his  too  minute  defcriptions  of  un- 
interefting  objedls,  which  has  afforded  an  oppor- 
tunity of  engrafting  in  proper  places,  from  later 
writers,  fome  of  the  moft  judicious  remarks  on 
the  living  manners  and  peculiarities  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  various  countries,  that  have  appeared 
in  any  language.  Wherever  we  have  availed 
ourfelves  of  the  obfervations  of  thefe  writers,  the 
•^obligation  is  in  every  inftance  acknowlcged. 

After  traver&ng  fo  many  foreign  countries, 
it  would  be  an  unpardonable  omiflion  to  have 
overlooked  our  own,  and  like  fome  minifters, 
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too  much  employed  io  foreign  conquers,  leavQ 
our  native  dominions  unregarded.  In  other 
countiries  we  had,  perhaps,  fcenes  of  natural 
beaMlj|l»  luxuriant  foils,  and  happy  climates  to 
defcribe;  but  in  Britain  we  chiefly  confined  our-r 
fetves  to  what  makes  the  happinefs  of  the  people 
fiill  fuperior  to  that  derived  from  fuch  advaa^ 
tages,  namely,  the  government  of  the  country^ 
its  conftitution  and  excellent  laws.  It  is  theft; 
which  make  Great  Britain  the  delight,  the  envy 
and  the  miflrefs  of  the  world;  and  in  this  part  of 
our  undertaking,  it  would  be  ungenerous  not 
fo  own  our  obligations  to  the  learned  Dr.  Black* 
ilone,  whofe  commentary  on  the  laws  of  Eng-f . 
land  affords  the  moft  accurate  and  clear  idea  of 
the  Britifh  conftitution;  and  in  fome  meafure 
does  what  bad  been  defpaired  of  by  others^  t 
reconciles  law  and  philofophy, 

Having  defcribed  our  interior  government  and. 
laws,  it  was  thought  a  necefTary  conclufion  to 
this  work  to  e)(hibit  a  (hort  hiflorical  view  of 
our  naval  tranf^dions  from  the  time  when  ouf 
navy  became  refpe£table  by  the  defeat  of  the 
Spanish  Armada,  to  the  end  of  the  late  fuc- 
cefsfifl  war.  Nor  will  this  be  fo  foreign  from 
our  principal  defign,  as  may  appear  on  a  traix- 
ficnt  glance :  for  in  this  we  (hall  fee  the  ef- 
fect of  wife  regulations  on  land  powerfully  ope- 
rating on  the  ocean,  we  (hall  fee  how  far  a  juft: 
policy  at  home  is  capable  of  rendering  us  formi-pi 
dable  in  every  part  abroad. 

This,  it  is  hoped,  will  fufficc  (nor  could  lefs 
iiave  been  fufficient)  to  give  the  reader  a  previous 
idea  of  the  nature  of  the  colledion  here  put  into 
his  hands  2  of  the  labour  thi$  work  hath  coft, 
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of  the  many  volumes  we  have  been  obliged  to 
vrade  through^  and  which   were  to  be  tead^ 
though  they  were  at  length  to  be  rejedted.    Mtn 
not  verfed  in  ftudies  of  this  kind  are  apt  to  6ver-^ 
look  a  coUeApr's  afiiduity>  and  defpife  his  care; 
yet  it  is  neccSkrj,  both  fot  the  improvement  and 
entertainment  of  mankind,  that  there  (hould  be 
fuch  writers,  men  of  ftudious  application  and 
humble  aims,  willing  to  promote  knowlege  with- 
out being  known,  and  to  fmooth  the  way  to 
vidories  which  they  are  not  to  fhare*   The  pains 
we  have  been  at  is  unneceflary  to  be  infixed  on  % 
the  expence  which  this  work  has  coft  is  obvious. 
It  was  our  de(ign  to  make  fuch  a  colledtion  as 
would  afford  at  once  the  utility  of  a  geographical 
fyftemf  and  the  amufement  of  itinerary  adven- 
turess: to  oiFcr  nothing  of  our  own  but   what 
was  neceflary  to  connect  the  materials,  and  td 
give  nothing  from  any  other  but  what  might  be 
depended  upon  at  true.     While  there  are  readers 
willing  to  acquire  knowlege  without  pain,   and 
entertainment  without  interruption,  a  work  of 
this  kind  muft  be  ufefuL    And  this  we  may  ven-- 
ture  to  fay,  that  we  undertook  the  talk  not  be- 
canfe  we  thought  that  the  work  was  likely  tO  fcll^ 
but  becaufe  we  knew  it  was  wanting. 
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I  N  T  R  O  DU  CTIO  N 

T  O    A 

GENERAL  KNOWLEGE  of  the  EARTH, 

A  N  D    T  HE 

■ 

FIRST  PRINCIPLES  of  GEOGRAPHY. 


BEFORE  we  dcfccnd  to  the  doftrine  of  the 
Earth  and  its  affections,  it  will  not  be  imper- 
tinent to  premife  a  fummary  view  of  the  So- 
lar fyftem  of  which  it  is  a  part :  as  the  feveral  par- 
ticulars comprehended  under  the  term  Geography, 
cannot  be  adequately  underflood,  without  attending 
to  the  confideration  of  the  Earth  as  a  planet  *,  which 
will  account  for  feveral  principles  that  muft  clfe  be 
received  implicidy,  without  underftanding  the  caufes 
from  which  they  are  to  be  deduced. 

The  mod  confpicuous  celeftial  objedt  which  at- 
trafts  our  notice,  is  that  glorious  luminary  the  Sun ; 
the  parent  of  light  and  heat  to  thofe  feveral  bodies 
which  moving  round  it  in  regular  orbits  *  and  (jtated 
periods,  from  weft  to  eaft,  conftitute  that  family  of 
Planets  denominated  the  Solar  fyftem. 

*  By  the  orbit  of  a  planet  is  to  be  underftood  that  path  it  de- 
fcribes  in  fpace  round  the  Sun ;  whofe  attra£tion  combining  with 
the  plane*<  projcdile  force,  (which  tends  to  carry  it  tcrward  in  a 
dirch  line)  retains  and  caufes  it  to  regard  the  SMn  as  a  centre,  rc« 
volving  continually  round,  without  ever  deviating  from  its  regular 
cour(e. 
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Of.thefe,  Aftronomcrs  have  difcovered  fix,  which 
arc  diftinguifticd  by  the  names  of  Mercury,  Venus, 
the  Earth,  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn.  But  though 
fo  intimately  connefted  with  us  in  the  fame  relation 
to  our  common  Sun-,  yet  by  reafon  of  their  great  dif- 
tances,  thefe  planets  are  not  diftinguifhable  by  the 
eye  from  the  fixed  ftars,  excepting  by  a  fuperior 
brightnefs. 

The  Sun,  an  immenfe  globe  of  fire,  is  placed  near 
the  common  centre  of  the  orbits  of  all  thfc  planets 
which  compofe  our  fyftem.  His  diameter  is  com* 
puted  to  be  763  thoufand  miles ;  he  turns  round  his 
own  axis  *  in  25  days  6  hours^  of  our  time;  as  is 
difcovered  by  attending  to  the  motion  of  fpots  on 
his  furface-,  and,  by  the  various  attradions  of  the 
circumvolving  planets,  he  is  agitated  by  a  fmall 
motion  round  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  whole 
fyftem. 

Mercury,  the  ncareft  planet  to  the  Sun,  defcribes 
his  revolution  in  87  days  23  hours  nearly,  of  our 
time;  which  is  therefore  the  length  of  his  year. 
But  being  fo  near  the  Sun,  and  no  fpots  being  feen 
on  his  furface,  the  time  of  rotation  on  his  axis,  or 
the  length  of  his  day  and  night,  remains  as  yet  un- 
known. His  diameter  is  computed  at  2600  miles, 
and  his  diftance  from  the  Sun  to  be  about  36  millions 
of  miles  -f.  The  light  and  heat  he  receives  from 
the  Sun  are  almoft  i'cven  times  as  great  in  degree  as 

*  The  axis  of  a  planet  is  a  line  conceived  to  be  drawn  through, 
the  centre  of  it,  from  one  fide  to  the  other,  about  which  it  revolves 
as  on  a  re.il  fpindle ;  the  extremities  of  this  line  terminating  at  op-' 
pofite  points  of  the  planet's  furface,  are  called  the  poles  of  it.    . 

f  7  he  didances  of  the  planets  from  the  Sun  here  afligned  differ 
from  tho(e  hitherto  received,  bring  much  larger :  they  are  taken  on 
the  authority  of  the  ingenious  Mr,  Fergufon  (whom  we  have  in  gene- 
ral folloy/ed  in  this  little  compendium)  as  afcertained  from  obierva- 
tion3  of  the  late  tranfit  of  Venus  over  the  difk  of  the  Sun,  in  1761. 
Sec  the  Table,  p»  lo. 

with 
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with  us  :  yet  is  the  great  heat  of  this  planet  no  fuf- 
ficient  argument  againft  its  being  inhabited.  Heat 
and  cold  are  relative  terms,  and  as  our  globe  is  in- 
habited, it  is  a  conclufion  warranted  by  analogic  rea- 
ibning,  that  all  other  globes  which  like  us  revolve 
tDund  the  Sun,  are  alfo  furnifhed  with  inhabitants  i 
whofe  conftitutions  are  fuitably  framed  to  the  cir- 
cumftarices  of  their  fituation.  When  viewed  through 
a  good  teleicope.  Mercury  exhibits  all  the  various 
phafes  of  the  Moon,  excepting  that  we  never  fee 
him  quite  full;  for,  when  his  enlightened  fide  is 
turned  full  toward  our  Earth,  he  is  either  wholly 
loft  in  the  Sun^s  beams,  or  hid  by .  the  interpofitioa 
of  that  grand  luminary. 

The  next  planet  in  order  is  Venus,  whofe  diameter 
is  7906  niiles,  and  her  diftance  from  the  Sun  near  69 
millions  of  miles.  She  goes  round  the  Sun  in  224  days 
17  hours  nearly,  of  our  time :  but  Aftronomers  dif- 
fer greatly  as  to  the  length  -of  her  day ;  Bianchini 
making  it  equal  to  24  4  of  our  days ;  while  Caflini 
make»  her  diurnal  revolution  to  be  in  23  hours;  and 
Kepler  -and  others  compute  it  to  be  in  about  14 
hours :  a  difagreement  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
making  accurate  obfervations  from  her  fpots.  When 
Venus  appears  weftward  of  the  Sun,  Ihe  riles  before 
him,  and  is  then  our  morning  ftar ;  when  ihe  ap- 
pears eaftward  of  him,  fhe  fets  later,  and  is  then 
called  the  evening  ftar ;  being  each  in  turn  for  290 
days. 

Venus  and  Mercury  are  called  inferior  planets, 
from  their  orbits  being  included  within  that  of  the 
Earth. 

The  Earth  which  we  inhabit,  is  the  next  planet 
beyond  Venus  in  the  fyftem  ;  at  the  diftance  of  near 
95  mink)ns  of  miles  from  the  Sun;  which  it  encircles 
in  365  days- 5  hours  49  minutes,  as  noeafured  by  the 

B  2  time 


4  INTRODUCTION. 

time  of  its  diurhal  revolution  round  its  own  ^Is; 
The  diameter  of  the  earth  is  7970  miles ;  and  by 
turning  round  its  axis  every  24  hours  from  weft  to 
eaft,  it  cauies,  to  its  inhabiunts,  who  conceive  it  to 
be  at  reft,  an  apparent  motion  of  all  heavenly  bo* 
dies  from  eaft  to  weft  in  the  fame  time :  a  deception 
which  all  the  penetration  of  many  of  the  antien^phi- 
lofophers,  could  not  enable  them  to  correft ;  and 
which  affords  a  ftriking  inftance  of  the  danger  of 
trufting  whoUy  to  appearances,  and  the  evidence  of 
our  fenfes.  By  its  diurnal  rotation,  the  inhabitants 
of  the  equatorial  parts,  are  rapidly  carried  1042  miles 
every  hour,  while  the  Earth  itfelf  proceeds  at  the 
rate  of  58  thoufand  miles,  in  the  fame  fpace  of  time, 
on  its  annual  paflfage  round  the  Sun  !  This  amazing 
motion,  though  i20  times  fwifter  than  that  of  a  can- 
non ball,  is  yet  but  little  more  than  half  the  fwift- 
nefs  of  Mercury !  And  however  this  may  ftagger 
the  belief  of  perfons  not  ufed  *to  fuch  contcmpla* 
tions ;  if  the  Earth  were  fuppofed  to  be  fixed,  and  all 
the  heavenly  bodies  to  move  round  it,  as  they  feem 
to  do,  principles  muft  be  admitted  infinitely  more 
Ihocking  to  probability  in  every  point  of  view. 

The  Earth  is  accommodated  with  an  attendant 
planet  or  fatellite  called  the  Moon ;  which  regards 
the  Earth  as  a  primary,  moving  round  it,  as  the  Earth 
moves  round  the  Sun.  Like  the  Earth,  the  Moon 
is  a  dark  globe,  fhining  only  by  reflefting  the  light 
of  the  Sun:  its  diameter  is  2180  miles,  and  its  dif- 
tance  from  the  centre  of  the  Earth  240  thoufand 
miles;  revolving  round  it  in  27  days  7  hours  43 
minutes.  When  the  Moon  is  between  us  and  the  Sun, 
fhe  difappears,  as  her  dark  fide  is  then  turned  toward 
us ;  as  (he  proceeds  onward,  we  begin  to  fee  her 
enlightened  fide,  which  we  call  the  new  Moon,  this 
increafes  to  our  view  as  ftie  advances,  until  fiie 
comes  to  be  oppofite  to  the  Sun  -,  when  her  whole 
enlightened  face  being  turned  toward  the  Earth,  flie 
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appears  with  a  round  illumined  orb,  which  we  term 
the  full  Mooq.  From  the  full,  (he  feems  to  decreafe 
gradually  through  th^  other  half  of  her  courfe,  un- 
til her  next  conjunAion  with  the  Sun,  when  (he  dif- 
appears  as  before.  The  Moon  turns  round  her  axis 
in  the  fame  time  exaflly  as  ihe  revolves  round  the 
Earth  5  which  is  the  reafon  that  the  fame  fide  of  her 
is  always  toward  us  *,  and  that  her  day  and  night 
taken  together,  are  as  long  as  our  lunar  month, 

To  inhabitants  of  the  Moon  the  Earth  muft  appear 
the  biggeft  body  in  the  Univerfe,  fcrving  it  in  the 
capacity  of  a  Moon,  thirteen  times  as  large  as  that 
appears  to  us.  The  Earth  muft  wax  and  wane  re- 
gularly to  her  I  when  Ihe  changes  to  us,  the  Earth 
will  appear  full  to  her ;  and  when  (he  is  in  her  firfl: 
quarter  to  us,  the  Earth  is  in  its  third  quarter  to  her ;  . 
and  fo  vice  ver/a. 

All  dark  bodies  expofed  to  the  light  of  the  Sun, 
caft  a  (hadow  behind  them  ;  which  is  nothing  but  a 
privation  of  light  in  the  fpace  oppofite  to  the  Sun,  by 
the  rays  being  intercepted  by  the  opaque  body  :  and 
the  Earth  and  Moon  being  both  opaque  bodies,  which 
derive  all  their  light  from  the  Sun  •,  when  cither  of 
them  interpofes,  the  other  will  in  fome  meafure  be 
obfcured.  Thus,  a  folar  eclipfe  is  occafioned  by  the 
interpofition  of  the  Moon  betwixt  the  Sun  and  the 
Earth ;  and  a  lunar  eclipfe,  by  that  of  the  Earth  be- 
twixt the  Sun  and  the  Moon.  Such  is  the  bulk  of  the 
Sun,  and  the  diiiances  of  the  feveral  planets,  that  the 
primary  planets  can  never  eclipfe  each  other  :  a  prit 
mary  planet  can  only  eclipfe  its  fecondary,  or  be 
eclipfed  by.  it ;  and  then  only  when  in  oppofition  to, 
or  conjunction  with,  the  Sun. 

The  Moon  being  lefs  than  the  Earth,  her  fhadow 
can  never  cover  the  whole  globe,  but  only  a  part  ^ 
aqd  a  total  darknefs  happens  only  to  thofe  inhabitant^ 

B  3  \ud\\^^\ 
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included  within  the  Ihadow :  the  circumjacent  parti 
within  the  penumbra  or  partial  (hadow,  will  receive 
diflferent  degrees  of  illumination,  according  to  the 
diftancc  from  the  centre  of  the  real  (hadow.  Beyond 
the  limits  of  this  penumbra,  the  Sun's  face  appea)3 
entire,  and  no  eclipfe  is  perceived. 

As  it  is  evident  there  can  be  no  eclipfe  of  the  Sun^ 
but  when  the  Moon  is  in  the  change,  fo  there  can  be 
no  eclipfe  of  the  Moon  but  at  the  time  of  the  full : 
and  fince  there  is  a  new  and  full  Moon  every  month, 
it  may  be  proper  to  point  out  the  reafon  why  there  is 
not  an  eclipfe  at  thofe  times  in  every  month  alfo. 

Did  the  orbit  of  the  Moon  coincide  with  the  plane 
of  the  Earth's  orbit,  there  woOld  be  a  total  eclipfe 
of  the  Moon  at  every  full,  and  a  central  eclipfe  of 
the  Sun  at  every  change.  But  their  orbits  being  placed 
obliquely,  interfeft  each  other  in  two  points  called 
nodes,  where  the  Moon's  orbit  is  found  to  make  an 
angle  of  about  five  degrees  with  the  ecliptic.  The 
Moon,  therefore,  may  be  in  fuch  a  position  from  the 
nodes,  as  to  pafs  the  oppofition  or  conjun<!^ion  either 
too  high  or  too  low  to  enter  the  ihadow  of  the  Earth, 
or  to  have  her  (hadow  or  penumbra  fall  upon  the 
Earth.  Hence  it  is,  that  every  new  and  full  Moon 
do  not  necefiarily  occaflon  an  eclipfe  :  and  it  will  far- 
ther appear,  that  no  eclipfe  can  happen  But  when  the 
Moon  is  near  one  of  her  nodes ;  when  her  diftance 
from  it  will  determine  the  quantity  of  the  eclipfe. 
Both  kind  of  eclipfes,  may  be  cither  total,  partial,  or 
central. 

The  planet  Mars  is  the  next  in  order,  beyond  the 
orbit  of  the  Earth.  His  diftance  from  the  Sun  is 
computed  to  be  near  145  millions  of  miles,  and  he 
0oes  round  it  in  686  of  our  days  and  23  hours ;  which 
IS  therefore  the  length  of  his  year :  the  time  of  his 
diurnal  revolution  exceeds  ours  by  40  minutes.     His 

diameter 
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diameter  is  4444  miles ;  the  Sun  appears  but  half  fo 
large  to  him  as  to  us ;  and  his  proportion  of  light 
and  heat  but  half  of  what  we  receive.  This  planet 
being  but  a  fifth  part  fo  large  as  the  Earth,  if  he  is 
attended  by  any  moon,  it  muft  be  very  fmall ;  and 
no  one  has  yet  been  difcovered  by  our  beft  telc- 
fcopes. 

Jupiter,  the  largcft  of  all  the  planets,  i§  ftill  higher 
in  the  fyftem ;  being  about  493  millions  of  miles  from 
the  Sun.  He  is  above  1000  times  as  large  as  our 
Earth,  his  diameter  being  81  thoufand  miles:  he 
accompliflies  his  annual  period  in  1 1  of  our  years, 
314  days,  and  12  hours  *,  and  turns  round  his  axis  in 
9  hours  56  minutes.  Jupiter  is  fometimes  feen  to  be 
furrounded  with  fome  faint  appearances  which  are 
called  belts ;  but  fo  many  changes  are  obfervable  in 
tihem,  fometimes  vanifhing  entirely,  that  nothing  caft 
be  determined  of  them,  s 

To  Jupiter  the  Sun  appears  but  -yV  part:  fo  large 
as  he  does  to  us  ;  and  tpud  communicate  light  and 
heat  in  proportion.  But  this  deficiency  is  compen- 
feted  by  the  quick  fucceflion  of  his  days ;  and  by  four 
moons,  fome  larger  and  fome  lefs  than  our  Earth, 
which  revolve  about  him  :  fo  that  there  is  no  part  of 
this  lar^e  planet,  but  what  is  enlightened  by  one  or 
moreof  thim,  during  the  night  fcafon.  The  firft 
moon,  or  that  ncareft  him,  goes  round  him  in  i  day, 
18  hours,  ^6  minutes  of  our  time,  at  the  diftanceoF 
229  thoufand  miles  from  his  centre  ;  thefccond,  per- 
forms his  revolution  in  3  days,  13  hours,  15  minutes, 
at  364  thoufand  miles  diftance ;  the  third,  in  7  days, 
3  hours,  50  minutes,  at  the  diftance  of  580  thoufand 
miles ;  and  the  fourth  or  outermoft,.  in  16  days,  iS 
hours,  30  minutes,  at  one  million  of  miles  diftance 
from  his  centre.  The  three  neareft-  of  his  moong 
pafs  through  his  Ihadow  and  are  eclipfed  in  every  re- 
volution i  but  the  orbit  of  his  fourth  moon  is  fo  much 

B  4  inclined^ 
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inclined,  that  it  paffes  its  oppofition  to  Jupiter  with- 
out falling  inko  his  (hadow,  two  years  in  every  fix. 
By  thcfe  eclipfes  aftronomers  have  not  only  difcovcrcd 
that  the  Sun's  light  is  eight  minutes  of  time  in 
coming  to  us ;  but  they  can  alfo  determine  the 
longitude  of  places  on  this  Earth,  with  greater 
facility  and  certainty,  than  by  any  other  method  yet 
known. 

Saturn,  the  moft  remote  of  all  the  planets,  is  about 
904  millions  of  miles  from  the  Sun  :  his  diameter  is 
6y  thoufand  miles ;  he  is  therefore  near  600  times 
the  fize  of  our  Earth.  He  performs  his  annual  cir- 
cuit in  29  of  our  years,  167  days,  5  hours-,  but  not 
having  any  fpots  on  his  body  which  are  vifiblc  to  us 
at  this  diftance,  the  pofition  of  his  axis,  the  time  of 
his  turning  round  it,  and  the  length  of  his  day  and 
night,  are  of  confequence  unknown  to  us.  To  Sa- 
turn the  Sun  appears  only  ^  part  fo  large  as  he  is 
feen  by  us ;  to  which  his  light  and  heat  bear  pro- 
portion :  but  then  he  is  attended  with  five  moons, 
the  periods  and  diftances  of  which  are  as  follows^ 
The  firft  or  ncarcft  moon  goes  round  him  in  i  day, 

21  hours,  19  minutes,  at  the  diftance  of  14O  thou- 
sand miles  from  his  centre  -,  the  fecond,  in  2  days, 
ly  hours,  40  minutes,  at  187  thoufand  miles  dif- 
tance ;  the  third,  in  4  days,  12  hours,  25  minutes,  at 
263  thoufand  miles  diftance  *,  the  fourth,  in  15  days, 

22  hours,  41  minutes,  at  600  thoufand  miles  dif- 
tance; and  the  fifth  or  outcrmoft,  in  79  days,  7 
hours,  48  minutes,  at  i  million  800  thoufand  miles 
diftance. 

Befide  thefe  five  moons,    Saturn  is  accommodated 

*  ■      •  •     • 

with  a  fingular  phaenomenqn,  being  furrpunded  by  a 
broad  thin  illumined  ring,  at  about  21  thoufand 
miles  diftance ;  and  being  alfo  about  the  fame 
breadth.  One  half  of  this  ring  is  enlightened  by  the 
Sun  for  near  1 5  of  our  years  together,  that  is,  for  one 
7  half 
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half  of  Saturn's  folar  revolution ;  for  fo  long  time 
therefore  will  this  ring  be  vifible  and  invifible  alter- 
nately :  but  (bould  the  axis  of  the  planet  be  inclined 
to  the  ring,  it  would  appear  and  disappear  once  every 
of  their  natural  days,  to  the  inhabitants,  for  a  diftance 
on  each  fide  of  Saturn's  equinodial,  equal  to  the  fup- 
pofed  inclination.  Many  other  cafes  might  be  ftated 
from  different  fuppofitions  -,  which,  though  they  would 
prove  entertaining  to  foeculativc  readers,  our  limits 
will  not  allow  us  to  dwcU  upon. 
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We  have  now  gODC  dvoaglh  a  gtficr£  iL;L"i!nr  m 
At  regular  bodies  vhick  cotppofe  dir  kisz 
But  thefe  are  not  ail  wliich  beloDg  mlzi  ^cwt 
fomedmes  Tificed  by  cmik 
Theie  moTe  lo  very  eccecrrx  rinpfrs, 
very  difierent  pex^Kis  ;  three  cc  Mhxh  bdztz 
lated  are  found  to  rctom  at  iniorafiof  75*  ix^  2^ 
gyg  years.  This  laft  Ccfloe:,  at  ks  m-arfe  ;*ca 
muft  be  about  1 1  rhoiriand  aco  ir^r<gi  cf  ai^ 
from  the  Sun  :  vhiie  ks  iaS:  rrrrarr  fr^cs:  or 
centre  of  the  Sun  is  bat  jjqo  frinn&..-:af  Trant ;  vi^^oa 
leis  than  4-  part  of  the  Sea's  frrrnfrg-irgs  fr^ei  Iss 
iiirface.  At  this  part  of  its  onsii,  is  gooBe  rscac  lae 
Sun,  its  fwiftncis  is  found  to  be  rra  or  tis  dna£sfid 
miles  in  an  hour !  The  a&oc^fkir^  jcrga  v'lacx  scbs 
Comet  flies  to  in  the  uciverial  ^acc.  r3r:L.'aijT  ^jsy^f 
to  our  imaginarion  rhe  vaft  difri'-cc  btrmbc  rxx  Sai 
and  the  beareft  of  the  fixed  fiars !  v^xife  a>'r-aiYr« 
the  Comets  cannot  reach,  to  tetm  "ycrrjEe:^  so  fie 
Sun :  and  hints  to  us  thai  thole  can  fii—^z  r'  fb 
own  luftre,  are  aUb  Sons  each  isjsr^^Zf^.  -bj:^  x^ 
veral  fyflem  of  planets,  aU  recjcrc  socce  p<X3:  ex"  t> 
£on,  by  their  aftcoiibi:^  ciciase. 


The  near  ^proach  icrne  of  the5e  Qoczmts  z:;:iut  39 
the  Sun  is  fucn,  as  would  Tiaifr  asr  k^-^nrr : -bfarcrs 
the  heat  which  that  of  the  y^ar  icic  zz^i  ^cciirtd, 
was  calculated  br  Sir  luac  Xcwrcc  to  cxcrcd  st  iDso 
times,  that  m  red  hoc  iica;  ^o^  nsr 
heated,  it  would  retain  irs  hsat  CmItiz  :u  r 


» J 


undl  it  returned  to  the  S  jt,  were  h  ic  ibyjiL'C  j-ssri 
inftead  of  575.  It  is  bclirrcd  tbtr  t:ere  srr  ii  jc^ 
21  comets  be^ocging  to  cc;r  fj^nr^,  zr^i's^r  ct  iSL 

The  Comets  z^fptiz  w:ih  Iccg  trirfp-srfrr  trcra  cr 
tails  extending  from  ihu  £6c  %!vcl  :i  ocp-f:it  ibt 
Son;  the  nature  of  wiiidi  has  iScriac  2c;xi^  rx.:n 
for  conjcdore  and  cood  ^jl  udch  ti>e  cir- 
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cumftance  of  their  conftant  oppofitioh  to  the  Sun,  it 
is  not  improbable  that  they  may  be  their  feveral  lucid 
atmofpheres,  which  though  loft  in  the  rays  of  the 
Sun  on  their  enlightened  fides,  may  neverdidefs  be 
vifible  in  their  (hadows. 

That  the  univerfal  fpace  in  which  the  celeftial 
bodies  move,  is  a  vacuum,  feems  moft  reconcilable 
to  phaenomena,  and  to  reafon ;  whatever  the  Carte- 
fians  and  others  may  oppofe  to  the  contrary.  We 
find  all  mediums  that  we  are  acquainted  with,  to  re- 
tard the  motion  of  bodies,  in  proportion  to  the  den- 
fity  of  fuch  medium  :  as  the  planets  therefore  proceed 
with  fuch  uniform  motions,  it  argues,  that  the  fpace 
in  which  they  move  muft  be  void  of  all  fenfible  re- 
fiftance,  and  confequently  of  all  fenfible  matter ;  ex* 
cept  perhaps,  as  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  fuppofes,  fome  few 
and  much  rarified  effluvia  of  the  planets  and  comets, 
and  the  paffing  rays  of  light. 

This  is  farther  corroborated  by  confidering  the 
azure  colour  of  the  flcy  ;  which  admits  of  being  more 
rationally  accounted  for  on  the  principleof  a  vacuum, 
than  upon  any  other  principle.  Where  there  is  no 
matter  to  reflcft  the  rays  of  light,  (whatever  thofe 
rays  may  by  hypothefes  be  fuppofed  to  be),  they  will 
pafs  through  fuch  place,  and  leave  it  totally  dark :  now 
if  the  univerfal  fpace  be  fuppofed  to  be  totally  dark ; 
fuch  darknefs,  feen  through  the  enlightened  atmo- 
fphere  which  furrounds  the  Earth,  will  neceflarily  be 
foftened  into  an  azure  blue:  and  this  we  experience 
to  be  the  colour  of  the  Iky ;  with  this  farther  evidence 
in  favour'  of  the  pofition,  that  the  darker  and  clearer 
the  air  is,  in  the  night  feafon,  the  Sun  and  Moon 
being  abfent ;  of  the  deeper  colour  do  we  find  the  (ky 
to  appear. 

The  planetary  motions  admit  of  being  phyfically 
accounted  for  from  the  known  laws  of  /hotion.  Thus 

mathe- 
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mathematicians  and  kftronomers  fay,  that  from  the 
uniform  projcftilc  motion  of  bodies  in  ftriight  lines,  and 
the  power  of  attraftion,  which  draws  them  oflf  from 
their  redilineal  courles,  the  curvilineal  motions  of  all 
the  planets  arife.  If  a  body  which  we  will  call  yf,  be 
projefted  along  a  risht  line,  in  open  fpace  where  it 
meets  with  no  remlance,  and  without  being  in- 
fluenced by  any  other  power  •,  it  will  proceed  for  ever 
in  the  fame  dire£tion,  and  with  the  fame  velocity. 
For  the  force  with  which  it  moves  any  given  diftance, 
in  any  given  time,  wiU  carry  it  as  much  farther,  in  as 
much  more  time.  But  if,  when  its  projeftile  force 
has  carried  it  fome  way^  a  fuperior  body,  as  J?,  (hould 
begin  to  attradt  it,  with  a  power  duly  adjufted,  and 
perpendicular  to  its  diredion  •,  it  is  deponftrable  from 
the  laws  of  the  compofition  of  forces,  that  the  fmaller 
body  A  would  be  drawn  from  its  ftraight  line,  and  re- 
volve about  the  attracting  body  B  :•  and  if  at  any  part 
of  its  orbit,  a  third  body  yet  fmaller,  as  C,  Ihould 
come  within  the  fphere  of  the  attraftion  of  the  re- 
volving body  yf,  with  a  projectile  direction  perpendi- 
cular to  the  attraction ;  this  third  body  would  be 
drawn  into  an  orbicular  motion  round  A^  and  will 
attend  it  in  its  courfe  round  the  largefl:  body  B. 
Here  the  bodies  A^  B  and  C,  are  put  in  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  Earth,  Sun,  and  Moon. 

By  laws  which  it  is  net  incumbent  on  us  to  enter 
into,  it  is  found  that  bodies  moving  in  fpace  void  of 
refiltance,  revolve  in  all  kind  of  ellipfes,  long  and 
Ihort,  according  to  the  proportion  the  projeCtile  force 
and  gravitating  power  bear  to  each  other :  a  very  nice 
balance  between  them  being  requifite  to  produce  a 
circular  orbit.  Thofe  planets  which  move  in  long 
ellipfes,  have  their  projeCtile  force  greatly  fpent  in 
the  higher  parts  of  their  orbits  ;  and  their  velocities 
in  returning  toward  the  Sun,  prodigioufly  increafed 
by  his  attraction.  Here  then  their  ccntrifogal  forces 
are  fo  great,  as  to  overcome  the  Sun's  attraction,  and 

to 
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to  caufe  them  to  afccnd  again  toward  the  higher  parts 
of  their  orbits  :  during  which  time,  the  Sun's  attrac- 
tion a6ting  contrary  to  their  motion,  caufes  them 
to  proceed  flower  and  flower,  until  by  die  diminution 
of  their  prQJe^ilc  forces^  they  are  brought  back  again 
by  the  Sun's  attraftion  as  before. 

Without  entering  into  hypothetical  rea(bning  on 
the  inexplicable  nature  of  gravity ;  it  is  evident  that 
in  whatever  that  power  may  confift,  it  a£ts  every  mo- 
ment of  time':  for  fliouki  its  a&ion  ceafe,  the  pro* 
jeftile  force  would  inflantly  carry  oflF  the  planets  in 
tangents  from  thofe  parts  of  their  orbits  whefe  they 
were  freed  frqm  the  reftraint  of  gravity.  But  being 
once  put  in  motion,  there  is  no  occaflon  for  any  new 
projedile  impulfe,  unlels  they  met  with  refiftance  in 
their  orbits  ;  or  were  too  much  difturbed  by  their 
mutual  attradions. 

Were  there  no  reciprocal  adion  upon  each  other 
among  the  planets,  the  areas  defcribed  by  them, 
would  be  exaftly  proportionate  to  the  times  in  which 
they  were  defcribed.  But  obfervation  has  taught  us, 
that  fuch  proportion  is  not  exaftly  maintained  -,  and 
that  the  grcateft  deviations  from  it  are,  when  the 
greatefl:  number  of  planets  are  in  any  particular  quar- 
ter of  the  fyftem.  Whenever  two  planets  happen  to 
be  in  conjunction,  their  mutual  attradtions,  which 
tend  to  draw  them  nearer  to  each  other,  withdraws 
the  inferior  fomewhat  from  the  Sun,'  and  cauies  the 
fuperior  to  advance  a  little  toward  him ;  by  which 
means  the  figures  of  their  orbits  fuffer  fome  altera- 
tion :  and  this  alteration,  though  too  inconfiderable 
to  afied:  them  fenfibly  in  fevend  zjgts  ;  affords  room 
for  fome  pbUofopbical  conjefhires  againft  the  eternal 
duration  of  our  world  and  fyftem. 

Having  travelled  fo  far  and  fo  long  in  the  bound- 

kfs  ezpanfe,  our  aftoniihment  will  by  this  time  n^ 
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rurally  make  us  fhrink  back,  and  be  glad  to  return 
home  to  our  own  planet  the  Earth. 

Iq  our  approach  toward  the  Earth,  we  (hall  find 
It  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  though  the  univerlal 
Ipace  in  which  the  planetary  motions  are  performed, 
is  void  of  all  matter ;  yet  for  the  great  purpofes  of 
vegeucion,  and  animal  life,  the  Earth  (and  it  is  to 
be  fuppofed  all  other  of  the  planetary  bodies  like* 
wife)  is  furrounded  to  a  confiderable  neight,  with  a 
•  thin  fluid  elaftic  medium,  called  air.  This  aerial 
ocean  named  the  atmofphere,  gravitates  toward  the 
centre»of  the  Earth,  in  common  with  all  other  mat- 
ter ;  and  is  therefore  carried  along  with  it  on  its  fur- 
face,  partaking  both  of  its  annual  and  diurnal  mo- 
tions :  from  whence  it  is  that  we  are  infenlible  of  ci- 
ther of  thofe  motions,  though  fo  excefldvely  rapid* 

It  appears  from  aftronomical  oblervations,  of  the 
duration  of  twilight,  and  of  the  magnitude  of  the  ter- 
reftrial  fliadow  in  lunar  cclipfes,  that  the  cfFcft  of  the 
atmofphere  in  reflefting  and  intercepting  the  light  of 
the  Sun,  is  fenfible  to  the  altitude  ot  between  40  and 
50  miles.  We  may  be  certain  then  that  the  atmo* 
fphere  reaches  that  height  -,  and  at  that  elevation  the 
air  is  about  10  thoufand  times  more  rare  or  thin  than 
at  the  furface  of  the  Earth.  How  much  higher  it 
may  extend,  and  what  farther  rarification  it  may  ad- 
mit of,  we  are  totally  ignorant. 

It  is  one  of  the  great  difcoveries  of  modern  philo- 
fophers,  that  the  feveral  phaenomena  attributed  by 
the  ancients  to  a  fuga  vacui^  are  really  owing  to  the 
weight  and  preflure  of  the  air. 

Air  is  one  of  the  moft  confiderable  agents  in  na- 
ture ;  being  concerned,  as  before  intimated,  in  the 
diffufion  ot  li^ht,  in  the  produdtion  of  vegetables, 
and  in  the  maintaining  animal  life.    Its  properties 

and 
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and  cffcfts  including  great  part  of  the  rcfearches  of 
modern  philofophers  have,  as  far  as  difcovered,  bcert 
reduced  to  precife  laws  and  demonftrations ;  and  com- 
pofe  a  branch  of  philofophy  and  mathematics,  called 
pneumatics. 

The  axis  of  the  Earth,  as  has  been  already  ob- 
ferved,  is  an  imaginary  line,  on  which,  as  a  fpindle, 
the  whole  mafs  turns  round  :  correfponding  to  which, 
aftronomers  and  geographers  have  denominated  that 
line  or  circumference  of  the  globe  which  is  equi- 
diftant  from  the  two  poles  of  its  axis,  and  which  di- 
vides the  globe  into  two  hemifphercs  -,  the  equinoc- 
tial line,  or  the  equator :  under  which  line,  the  day 
and  night  are  equal  in  length  throughout  the  year. 
Was  the  axis  of  the  Earth  perpendicular  to  the  plane 
of  its  orbit,  fo  that  the  equinodlial  circle  coincided 
with  that  plane ;  or  in  other  words,  was  the  Sun  al-  ^ 
ways  vertical  over  that  track  of  our  Earth  ;  in  that 
cafe,  there  would  be  no  diverfity  of  feafons  -,  but 
every  part  would  unalterably  enjoy  that  degree  of  the 
Sun!s  influence,  which  by  the  figure  of  the  Earth 
diftinguifhes  their  rcfpcftive  climates.  But  the  fadt 
is  otherwife ;  and  the  axis  of  the  Earth  is  inclined  to 
the  plane  of  its  orbit  in  an  angle  of  66^  31' :  whence 
it  happens  that  the  plane  of  the  equator  cuts  the  plane 
of  the  Eartli^s  orbit,  in  an  angle  of  23?  29'.  The 
Sun  by  this  means  is  fucceffively  twice  in  every  year 
vertical  over  an  extent  of  about  47*^  in  the  middle  re- 
gion between  the  two  poles ;  defcribing  a  kind  of 
(iral  courfe  from  its  fartheft  declination  on  one  fide 
tlie  equinoctial,  to  an  equal  diftance  on  the  other 
fide.  It  is  this  inclination  of  the  plane  of  the  equator 
to  that  of  the  annual  orbit  of  the  Earth,  which  oc- 
cafions  the  variation  of  feafons,  and  the  different 
lengths  of  day  and  night ;  which  e^jFy  country  ex- 
periences in  the  courfe  of  a  year :  and  has  given  rife 
to  the  invention  pf  a  number  of  arbiitrary  fuppofed 
circles  on  the  globe,  to  enable  mankind  to  treat  of 
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thefe  matters  with  precilion  and  facility ;  an  expla- 
nation of  which  is  jfubgoioed,  as  they  are  reprefented 
on  the  armiUary  fphere. 

The  Armillary,  <)r  Artificial  Sphere,  is  an  inftru- 
ment  reprefenting  the  feveral  circles  of  the  fphere  in 
xheir  natural  order  ;  ferving  to  give  .an  idea  of  the 
nature  and  pofition  of  them,  relatively  to  each  other ; 
and  to  refolve  and  iUuIlrate  various  problems  con- 
cerning th^  Earth.  It  is  called  armiUary  iphere,  as 
confifting  of  a  number  of  rings  of  brafs  or  other 
metal,  in  allufion  to  the  ancient  armUney  which  were 
rings  or  bracelets  for  the  arms. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  confideration  of  circles,' 
it  is  to  be  premifed  that  all  circles  are  commenfurable 
with  each  other ;  and  are  divided  into  360  parts,  in 
reference  to  the  circumference  of  the  Earth  at  the 
equator;  which  is  360  degrees;  each  degree  being 
Ifubdivided  into  60  miles  or  minutes. 

A  great  circle  of  the  fphere,  is  one  whofe  circum- 
ference is  equal  to  that  of  the  fphere,  and  whole 
diameter  and  centre  are  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the 
iphcrc. 

The  two  extremities  of  the  Earth's  axis  are  called 
Its  poles;  one  of  which  is  known  by  the  name  of  the 
»ar3ic^  or  north  pole,  and  the  other  by  that  of  the  ant^ 
^riliCf  or  fouth  pole. 

The  Equinoffial  circle^  or  Equator^  as  has  been  be- 
fore defcribed,  is  a  great  circle,  in  the  plane  of 
which  the  Earth  performs  its  diuri^al  rotation  :  it  is 
equidiftant  between  the  poles  of  its  axis,  and  divides 
the  globe  into  two  equal  hemifpheres,  the  northern 
and  the  fouthwn.  When  the  Sun  arrives  at  this 
circle,  day  and  night  are  everywhere  equal;  from 
whence  it  has  its  name. 
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The  Ecliptic  is  a  great  circle  cutting  the  equator  in 
an  angle  of  23^  29';  and  is  that  circle  which  is  in  the 
plane  of  the  Earth's  annual  orbit,  and  which  has  this 
obliquity  with  its  diurnal  motion  :  it  therefore  de- 
fcribes  the  direftion  of  the  Earth's  annual  courfe. 

The  Polar  circles  are  two  leflcr  circles  which  the  poles 
of  the  ecliptic  defcribe  round  the  poles  of  the  equator. 
Their  diftance  from  the  poles  of  the  equator  are 
therefore  anfwerable  to  the  obliquity  of  the  ecliptic. 

In  aftronomical  confiderations,  as  the  feveral  planets 
do  not  move  round  the  Sun  in  the  fame  plane  with 
the  Earth,  though  their  deviations  are  not  confider- 
able;  by  extending  the  ecliptic  8^  on  either  fide, 
making  it  16^  broad;  under  which  extenfion  it  is 
denommated  the  Zodiac  \  it  then  includes  all  the  pla- 
netary orbits.  The  Zodiac  was  by  the  ancients  di- 
vided, beginning,  at  the  equinoftial  points,  into  12 
equal  portions  called  figns,  from  the  names  of  the 
conftellations  of  fixed  ftars,  which  at  the  time  of  di- 
viding it,  were  included  in  the  parts  afllgned  to  them. 
The  names  and  characters  of  thcfe  figns  are  as  fol- 
low. 


Aries     r 

Leo^ 

Si 

Sagittarius 

/ 

Taurus   « 

Virgo 

flR 

Capricornus 

kf 

Gemini  11 

Libra 

•/\> 

Aquarius 

4MIV 

Cancer  ss 

Scorpio 

ni 

Pifces 

K 

.  The  knowledge  of  thefe  figns  is  neceflary,  as  the 
feveral  fcafons  are  frequently  expreflcd  by  mentioning 
the  Sun's  place  in  them. 

The  vernal  or  fpring  figns,  are  Aries,  Taurus,  Ge- 
mini ; 

The  seftival  or  fummer  figns,  Are  Cancer,  Leo, 
Virgo  5  V 

;  The 
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The  autumnal  iigns,  are  Libra,  Scorpio,  Sagit- 
tarius ; 

The  brumal  or  winter  ligns,  are  Capricornu%* 
Aquarius,  Fifces. 

The  vernal  and  fummcr  figns  are  called  northern 
figns  ;  as  being  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  equator : 
and  the  autumnal  and  brumal  figns  are  called  fouthern 
£gns,  from  a  like  reafon. 

The  Trbpics  may  be  defined  two  leffer  circles  of  the 
globe,  parallel  to  the  equator,  on  either  fide,  mark- 
ing the  greateft  reccfs  of  the  Sun  from  the  equator 
toward  each  pole  •,  or  ftiewing  the  greateft  northera 
and  fouthern  declination  of  the  Sun,  or  obliquity  of 
the  ecliptic.  "* 

Of  the  Tropics^  that  drawn  through  the  begin* 
fling  of  Cancer,  is  called  the  Tropic  of  Cancer;  and 
the  other  through  the  beginning  of  Capricorn,  the 
Tropic  of  Capricorn.  ^ 

A  Meridian  is  a  great  circle  pafling  through  the 
poles  of  the  Equator,  and  dividing  the  globe  into  the 
pattern  and  weftern  hemifpheres  -,  it  marks  the  time 
of  noon,  or  v^hen  the  Sun  is  at  its  greateft  altitude 
over  any  place.  A  meridian  is  an  arbitrary  circle  ^ 
and  as  every  part  of  the  globe  eaftward  or  weftward 
has  a  different  meridian  belonging  to  it,  meridians 
may  be  drawn  through  any  point  in  the  Equator :  all 
places  under  the  fame  meridian,  and  on  the  fame  fide 
of  either  pole,  have  their  noon  at  the  fame  time ;  but 
of  two  places  under  the  fame  meridian,  on  different 
fides  of  cither  pole,  the  mid-noon  of  one  anfwers  to 
mid-night  of  the  other. 

There  are  two  meridians  called  Colures ;  the  one 
conceived  to  pafs  through  the  equinodlial  points  of 
intcrfedion  with  the  ecliptic,  at  the   beginning  of 
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Aries  and  Libra ;  die  other  at  right  angles  to  the 
former,  through  che  firft  degrees  of  Cancer  and  Ca- 

firicoro  :  thefe  mark  the  ccmunencecnent  of  the  dif- 
erent  fealbns  at  every  place  fituated  under  th«m  -, 
and  are  hence  caUed  the  equinoftial,  and  folftitial 
colures. 

The  Hmz9n  is  a  great  circle  of  the  iphere,  di- 
viding the  worid  into  two  hemifpheres,  the  one  upper 
and  vifiblc,  the  other  lower  and  invifible.  The  ho- 
rizon is  eicherfenfible  or  rational :  the  fcnfible  horizon 
is  a  circle  touching  the  Earth  in  the  point  whereon 
vit  (land,  the  plane  of  which  extends  all  round  as  far 
as  our  light  can  reach :  the  rational  horizon  may  be 
defined  to  be  a  plane  paflin^  through  the  centre  of 
the  Earth,  and  extended  infinitely  every  way,  parallel 
to  the  fenfible  horizon.  The  vifible  horizon  is  moft 
accurately  obferved  at  (ea,  the  inequalities  and  ob- 
ilrudtions  on  land  being  grestt  impediments :  and  it 
may  be  obferved  that  in  looking  through  the  lights  of 
a  quadrant  at  the  fartheft  part  of  the  lea  within  view» 
the  vifual  rays  will,  by  the  convexity  of  the  furfacc 
of  the  fea,  point  a  little  b^low  the  true  fenfible  ho- 
rizon. 

Horizons,  like  meridians,  are  moveable  circles; 
every  different  place  having  a  different  horizon. 

Tljie  exaft  fituation  of  particular  places  and  cities^ 
is  afcertaincd  by  determining  their  latitude  and  lon- 
gitude. 

The  Latitude  of  any  place,  is  its  diftance  northward 
or  fouthward  from  the  equator,  meafured  up^n  its 
meridian.  But  as  numbers  of  places  lie  under  the 
fame  parallels  of  latitude,  the  latitude  of  a  place  only, 
1^:11  not  point  out  its  fituation  without  alfo  knowing 
its  longitude. 

4  \  The 


INTRODUCTION.  ai 

The  Longitude  of  any  place,  is  the  knowlege  of 
the  meridian  of  fuch  place.  Hence  where  the  parallel 
of  latitude,  and  the  meridian  of  the  place  interfe^ 
each  other,  there  its  iituation  is  pointed  out.  The 
latitude  of  any  place  is  eafily  found,  as  it  is  meafured 
from  a  known  and  invariable  circle  of  the  globe ;  but 
it  is  otberwife  as  to  longitude ;  geography  not  fup- 
plying  any  rule  for  fixing  a  firi):  meridian,  from  which 
all  others  may  be  meafured  and  determined.  It  has 
therefore  been  the  pradice  of  geographers  to  fix  upon 
the  meridian  of  fome  remarkable  place  or  city  to 
meafure  from,  as  a  firfl:  meridian ;  to  which  all  other 
meridians  refer.  Ptolemy  fixed  it  at  the  remarkable 
ifland  of  Tenerifif,  one  of  the  Canary  iflands ;  a9 
being  the  moft  weftern  part  of  the  theo  known  world. 
The  French  geographers  altered  it  to  Ferro^  another 
of  the  fame  cluAer  of  iflands ;  but  now  geographers 
of  every  nation  generally  reckon  their  longitude 
eaftward  and  weftw^rd  from  their  refpediive  capital 
cities. 

To  difcover  a  certain  method  for  finding  the  lon- 
gitude at  fea,  is  a  problem  which  has  extremely  per- 
plexed the  mathematicians  for  thefe  two  laft  ages ; 
and  for  the  folution  whereof  great  rewards  have  been 
publicly  ofiered  by  the  Englifh,  French,  Dutch,  and 
other  nations  ;  this  being  the  only  article  wanting  to 
render  navigation  perfedt.  Various  ai^  the  attempts 
that  have  been  made,  and  methods  propded,  but 
without  fuccefs  *,  their  principles  being  found  pre* 
carious  or  falfe,  or  their  methods  impradlicable. 

All  methods  depending  on  the  phenomena  of  the 
heavens,  having  this  one  defeffc,  that  they  cannot  be 
obferved  at  all  times ;  and  being  befide  of  difficult 
and  uncertain  application  at  fea,  from  the  motion  of 
the  veflel ;  many  enquirers,  leaving  the  moon,  and  fa- 
tellites  of  Jupiter,  have  recourfe  to  clocks  and  other 
time  pieces.  >  Could  thefe  be  made  pcrfedly  juft  and 
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regular,  fo  as  to  keep  true  time  without  gaining 
or  lofing;  and  without  being  afFcdted  by  change 
of  air  and  difference  of  climates;  the  longitude 
of  a  (hip's  place  might  thence  be  found  with  all 
required  accuracy.  For,  fince  by  the  diurnal  mo- 
tion of  the  Earth,  every  point  upon  its  furface  de- 
fcribes  the  circumference  of  a  circle  or  360^,  in  twenty 
four  hours,  it  is  plain  it  muft  defcribe  15**  in  one 
hour :  hence  the  difference  of  longitude  may  be  con- 
verted into  time,  and  time  into  difference  of  lon- 
gitude; confequently  by  knowing  the  one,  we  are 
enabled  to  difcover  the  other.  Whatever  contrivance 
therefore  will  fhew  the  hours  of  the  day  at  the  lame 
abfolute  point  of  time  in  two  different  places,  will 
alfo  ferve  to  find  the  difference  of  longitude  between 
thofe  places.  Such  a  machine  has  by  long  and  afll- 
duous  ftudy,  and  repeated  trials  at  fea^  been  fo  far 
cffefted  by  Mr.  Harriion,  a  very  ingenious  watch- 
maker, that  he  has  obtained  half  the  reward  due 
by  a6t  of  parliament,  to  the  perfon  making  fuch  dift 
covery  to  an  afligned  degree  of  accuracy. 

Degrees  of  latitude  are  all  affumed  equal  in  lengthy 
but  degrees  of  longitude  vary  in  every  parallel  of  lati- 
tude :  for  all  meridians  meeting  in  one  point  at  the 
poles,  tl^  degrees  of  longitude  neccffarily  diminifh 
as  they  recede  on  either  fide  from  the  equator.  An 
orange  with  the  rind  dripped  ofi^,  is  a  good  illuftra- 
tion  of  this  fa6t ;  where  the  natural  divifions  of  the 
fruit,  are  a  lively  reprefentation  of  the  meridians  of  a 
globe :  and  tranfverfe  fedtions,  or  dices  of  it  cut 
crofsways,  will  diew  how  the  didances  between  them 
Icflen,  from  the  middle  dice,  which  may  be  fuppofed 
to  diew  the  plane  of  the  equator,  to  the  Icdcr  dices 
either  way,  toward  thofe  points  where  the  divifions 
all  meet. 

The  follovving  table  diews  the  length  of  a  degree 
of  longitude^  through  all  the  parallels  of  latitude, 
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from  the  cquata»*  where  it  is  reckoned  at  60  miles  or 
pares,  to  the  poles  where  it  diminiihes  to  nothing. 


A  TABLE:   Shewing  the  length  of  a  Degree  of 
Longitude,  at  every  parallel  of  Latitude. 


Lac.  Miles. 

Min. 

( 

* 

Equator  60 

00 

Lat.  Miles.  M'n.  | 

Lat.  Miles. 

Min. 

»   59 

56 

3» 

5»  24 

61   29 

04 

2  59 

55 

32 

50  52 

62   28 

08 

3    59 

52 

23 

50  20 

63   27 

12 

4  59 

50 

34 

49  44 

6+  25 

16" 

5    59 

46 

35 

49  08 

65   25 

20 

6  59 

40 

36 

48  32 

66  24 

24 

7  59 

37 

37 

47  56 

67  2^1 

28 

8  59 

24 

38 

47  >6 

68  22 

32 

9    59 

10 

39 

46  36 

69  21 

32 

»o  59 

00 

40 

46  00 

70  20 

32 

II  58 

52 

41. 

45  16 

71  19 

32 

12  58 

40 

42 

44  36 

72  iS 

32 

13  58 

28 

43 

43  52 

73     «7 

32 

14  58 

12 

44 

43  08 

74  16 

32 

'5  58 

00 

45 

42  24 

75  >5 

32 

»o  57 

40 

4^ 

41  40 

76  14 

32 

»7  57 

20 

47 

41  00 

77  13 

32 

18  57 

04 

48 

40  08 

78  12 

32 

19  56 

44 

49 

39  20  • 

79    i» 

.28 

20  56 

24 

50 

38  32 

80  10 

24 

21  56 

00 

51 

37    44 

81   9 

20 

*2  55 

36 

52 

37    00 

82   8 

20 

23  55 

12 

53 

36  08 

83   7 

20 

24  54 

48 

54 

35    26 

84   6 

12 

25  54 

24 

55 

34  24 

85   5 

12 

2S  54 

00 

56 

33  32 

86   4 

12 

27  53 

28 

57 

32  40 

87   3 

12 

28  53 

00 

58 

3'  48 

88   2 

4 

29  52 

28 

|9 

31  00 

89   I 

4  { 

_3°  ?' 

56 

60 

30  00 

1  90   0 

00  ^ 
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The  before  defcribcd  circles  of  the  fphere,  lerve 
equally  for  geographical,  and  for  aftronomical  com- 
putations :  geographers  conceive  them  to  be  on  the 
lurface  of  the  £arth ;  while  aftronomers  extend  and 
transfer  them  to  the  orb  which  bounds  our  vifcw  of 
the  vaft  expanfe  of  the  Univerfe. 

That  the  Earth  is  of  a  fpherical  form,  is  a  truth 
too  well  afcertained  by  phasnomena  and  analogic  rea- 
fpning,  to  need  defending  now :    the  demonftrative  . 
J>roofs  of  its  having  been  failed  round  by  navigators  ;. 
the  manner  of  the  firft  appearance,  and  laft  difappear-   • 
ance  of  (hips  at  fea ;  the  maft-head  firft,  and  then 
gradually  more  and  more  down  to  the  hull,  being 
feen  in  the  firft  cafe,  which  difappear  inverfely  ia 
the  fecond  cafe  j  dnd  laftly,  the  conftant  circular  ap- 
pe^anee  of  the  fhadow  of  the  Earth  as  feen  in  eclipfes 
of  the  Moon  •,  all  eftabliih  this  great  truth  beyond 
poflibility  of  doubt.     The  deep,  vailies  and  ftupen- 
doiis  mountains  and  rocks  which  give  the  Earth  fa 
rough  and  irregular  an  appearaoice  to  our  nlinute  in- 
fpeftion  on  the  ftirface,  arc  no  greater  interruptions. 
to  its  globular  figure,  than  the  little  protuberajiccs^^  ii> 
the  ikin  of  an  orange  or  lemoa. 

The  fpherical  form  of  the  Earth,  according  to  Sie 
Ifaac  Nekton,  arifes  from  the  great  principle  of  at-i 
tra&ion,  which  the  Creator  has  ftamped  on  all  the 
matter  of  the  Univerfe  :  whereby  all  bodies  and  their 
conftituent  parts,  mutually  tend  toward,  and  attract 
each  other.  Hence  arifcs  the  fpherical  figure  of  drops 
of  rain,  quickfilver,  and  other  detachea  portions  of 
fluids. 

Though  we  call  the  Earth  a  fphere,  it  is  found  not 
to  be  abfolutely  fo;  its  equatorial  diameter  being 
longer  than  its  polar  •,  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  afcertains  the 
difference  to  be  about  34  miles ;  fo  that  its  figure 
fomewhat  refcmblcs  that  of  a  nine-pin  bowl,  fwcUing 

out 
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out  toward  tht  equator,  and  flatted  at  the  poles,  in 
the  form  thsK  mathematicians  term  an  oblate  fpheroid. 
If  the  Earth  were  in  a  fluid  ftate,  its  revolution  round 
its  axis  ^ou]d  neceflarily  make  it  aflfume  fuch  si 
figure  V  as  the  centrifugal  force  being  greatefl  under 
the  equator^  would  throw  the  fluid  coward  the  equa- 
torial parts,  where  it  would  rife  and  fwell  moft :  and 
that  its  figure  fl)Ould  really  be  fo  now,  ieems  confo* 
nant  to  rcaibn,  as  otherwife  the  Sea  in  that  part  of  thQ 
Earth,  would  overflow  the  Land. 

This  theory  is  greatly  confirmed  and  itluftrated^ 
by  attending  to  the  circumftances  and  figure  of  the 
planet  Jupiter.  As  this  planet,  which  is  fo  much 
larger  than  tKe  Earthy  revolves  in  9  hours,  56  mi- 
nutes ;  it  appears  that  his  equatorial  parts  muit  have 
an  amazing  velocity,  and  mufl:  throw  him  into  a 
fpheroidal  form.  Accordingly  the  diflfcrencc  between 
his  equatorial  and  polar  diameters  is  found  to  be  6230 
miles :  fo  that  his  poles  are  3115  miles  nearer  his 
centre,  than  his  equator  is.  This  is  the  neceflary  re* 
fult  of  th  J  quick  motion  round  his  axis :  for,  the 
fluids  with  fo  much  earth  as  is  waflied  away  with 
them,  mull  recede  from  the  poles  which  arc  nearly 
at  reft  (as  to  his  diurnal  motion)  toward  the  equator 
where  the  motion  is  exceflively  rapid ;  until  a  fufii- 
cient  quantity  fliould  be  there  accumulated,  to  balance 
the  deficiency  of  gr'avity,  loft  by  the  centrifugal 
force :  when  this  equilibrium  is  adjuftcd,  the  equa- 
torial parts  would  rife  no  higher  *,  but  his  figure  re- 
main permanent.  Our  Earth  being  but  fmall,  com- 
pared with  him,  and  its  motion  much  flower,  is  of 
courfe  lefs  altered  by  it;  hence  our  poles  are  but 
about  1 7  miles  nearer  the  centre,  than  the  furface  at 
the  equator  is. 

In  the  firft  volume  of  Dr.  Long's  Aftronomy,  is 
mentioned  an  ingenious  method  of  finding  nearly  the 
proportion  of  Land  to  Sea  on  the  furrace  of  our 

Earth  -, 
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Earth  i  y^hich  is  by  carefully  cutting  out  the  Land 
from  the  paper  of  a  large  terreftrial  globe,  and 
weighing  it  againft  the  paper  which  reprefents  the 
Sea :  this  the  Do6tor  performed,  (exclufive  of  the 
areas  of  the  polar  circles,  of  the  contents  of  land  or 
water  in  which  we  have  no  proper  knowledge)  and 
by  the  proportion  their  weights  bore  to  each  other, 
he  concluded  that  almoft  three  fourth  parts  of  the 
furface  of  the  Earth  are  covered  with  water. 

By  the  before- mentioned  tropics  and  polar  circles, 
the  Earth  is  diftinguifhed  into  five  portions  or  Zones^ 
klenominated  from  the  different  circumftances  attend* 
ing  their  fituation.  The  different  Zones  are  attended 
with  a  great  diverfity  of  phsenomena. 

The  Torrid  Zone  is  all  that  middle  circumference 
of  the  globe  included  between  the  two  tropics  of 
Cancer  and  Capricorn  •,  its  breadth  is  therefore 
46^  58' :  the  equator  palling  through  the  middle  of 
it,  divides  it  into  two  equal  and  parallel  parts,  each 
23®  29  broad.  The  Sun  paflTes  through  the  Zenith 
in  this  Zone  twice  in  every  year ;  and  his  recefs  from 
the  equator  toward  the  pole  which  is  above  the  Horizon, 
is  twice  a-year  equal  to  the  height  of  the  Pole.  The 
ancients  thought  the  Torrid  Zone  to  be  uninhabitable. 

The  Temperate  Zones  are  two  parallel  circumferen- 
tial portions  of  the  Earth's  furface,  contained  be- 
tween the  tropics  and  the  polar  circles,  on  either  fide 
the  Torrid  Zone.  Their  refpcftive  breadths  arc 
43^  2\  The  Sun  never  reaches  the  Zenith  in  thefe 
Zones.  In  the  Torrid  and  Temperate  Zones,  the 
Sun  rifes  and  fets  every  natural  day  \  as  the  diftance 
of  the  Sun  from  the  Pole,  always  exceeds  the  height 
of  the  Pole  above  the  Horizon :  yet  in  every  part, 
excepting  under  the  Equator,  the  artificial  days  arc 
unequal;  and  this  inequality  is  the  greater,  the  far-* 
ther  any  place  is  diftant  from  the  Equator. 

The 


INTRODUCTION;         tf 

The  Frigid  Zcnes^  are  fcgments  of  the  Earth's  fur^ 
face,  included,  the  onety  the  arftic,  and  the  other  by 
the  antarftic  circles  ;  the  breadth  of  each  is  46^  58'. 

Where  the  Temperate  Zones  border  on  the  Frigid,, 
the  elevation  of  the  Pole  is  equal  to  the  Sun*s  dif- 
tance  from  it,  when  in  the  neighbouring  tropic : 
confequently  once  a  year  the  Sun  performs  a  revolu- 
tion without  finking  under  the  Horizon.  ^  Every 
where  in  a  Frigid  Zone,  the  elevation  of  the  Pole  is 
greater  than  the  leaft  diftance  of  the  Sun  from  the 
Pole  i  therefore  in  thefe  trafts,  beginning  at  66^  30', 
at  the  fummer  folftice,  the  day  is  a  month  long,  and 
the  night  at  the  winter  folftice,  is  of  the  fame  du- 
ration :  and  at  the  Poles  the  Sun  does  not  fet  for  one 
fix  months,  nor  appear  above  the  Horizon  for  the 
next  fix  months  enfuing. 

For  the  greater  precifion  in  treating  of  diiFerent 
countries,  the  Zones  are  fubdivided  into  Climates'^ 
ferving  to  diftinguifti  places  by  the  length  of  their 
longeft  days,  which  differ  in  every  parallel  of  latitude. 

The  day  i$  conftantly  12  hours  long  at  the  Equa- 
tor, and  increafes  in  length,  in  proportion  to  diftances 
north  or  fouth  from  the  Equator  toward  the  Poles. 

A  Climate  then  is  a  track  round  the  globe  parallel 
to  the  Equator,  wherein  the  day  is  half  an  hour 
longer  than  it  is  in  the  next  fuperior  Climate  toward 
the  Equator  -,  and  half  an  hour  fhorter  than  the  next 
inferior  Climate  toward  the  Poles. 

There  are  30  Climates  reckoned  between  the 
Equator  jmd  either  of  the  Poles ;  in  the  firft  twenty 
four,  the  days  increafe  by  half  hours;  but  in  the 
remaining  fix,  between  each  polar  circle  and  the 
Pole,  they  differ  by  months,  as  will  appear  by  the 
foUp wing  Table. 

Climates 


^ 


IN  TROD  UC  TTON; 


o 

S 


CO 


I 

2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

lO 

II 

12 
13 

16 

»7 
iS 

»9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

«4 

25 
26 

27 

28 

29 
30 


Latitude. 
D.   M. 


I 


^i"-*i*" 


Breadth. 
D.    M. 


**      * 


8 

25 

16 

25 

23 

50 

30 

25 

3fi 

28 

41 

22 

45 

29 

49 

01 

52 

OD 

^J 

27 

37 

58 

29 

59 

58 

61 

18 

62 

25 

63 

22 

64 

06 

64 

49 

65 

21 

65 

47 

66 

06 

66 

20 

66 

28 

66 

67 

3» 

21  ■ 

69 

48 

73 

37 

78 

30 

84 

05 

90 

t 

8 

7 
6 

6 

4 
4 

3 
2 
2 

2 
I 
I 

I 
I 


25 

25 
30 

8 

54 

7 
32 

57 

29 
10 

52 

29 
20 

7 
57 
44 

43 
32 
22 

19 

14 
8 


Longeft 

Day. 
H.   M. 


1  Month 

2  Months 

3  Months 

4  Months 

5  Months 

6  Months 


\ 


Tlis 


INTRODUCTION.         ^$ 

The  aptdic^on  of  this  Table  is  very  obvious  ^ 
fince  by  knowing  the  latitude  of  any  particular  place.; 
a  lingle  infpe&ion  of  the  table  will  fiiew  what  Climatoi 
it  is  in,  and  the  leogtjx  of  the  longeft  day  at  one 
view.  However,  for  the  more  ready  informatioii  of 
the  reader,  we  &all  add,  as  a  kind  of  Index  to  tho 
Table,  a  lift  of  ibme  of  the  moft  remarkable  placet 
fituatcd  in  each  Climate. 

I.  Within  the  firft  Climate  lie  the  Gold  and  Slave 
cdaft  in  Africa,  the  Moluccas,  the  Maldives,  Borneo^ 
Malacca,  Sumatra,  &c. 

II.  Here  lie  Abyifinia,  Ethiopia,  Siam,  Cormandel,; 
and  the  ifland  of  Ceylon. 

III.  Contains  Mecca,  Arabia  Felix,  Bengal,  Ton- 
quin,  and  Mexico. 

IV.  The  ifland  of  Ormus,  in  the  PerGan-gulf  •, 
great  part  of  Indoftan,  the  Canary  iflands,  and  Alex- 
andria in  Egypt. 

V.  Babylon,  Tunis,  Rhodes,  Ispahan,  Nankin; 
and  Pekin  in  China. 

VI.  Lifbon  and  great  part  (^  Portugal,  Madrid  in 
Spain,  Palermo  in  Sicily,  great  part  of  Greece,  Afia 
Minor,  the  Perfian  provinces  on  the  Cafpian  Sea, 
part  of  India,  and  Great  Tartary,  Corta,  and  Japan, 
part  of  California,  New  Mexico,  Louifiana,  Florida, 
Georgia,  part  of  5>outh  Carolina,  the  Bahama  iflands, 
and  the  Azores. 

VII.  Bifcay  and  all  the  northern  provinces  of 
Spain,  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France,  Milan, 
Rome,  Venice,  Belgrade,  Conftantinople,  the  Black 
Sea,  Georgia,  the  Cafpian  Sea,  Great  Tartary, 
Bofton  in  New-England,  and  Port-Royal  in  Nova 
Scotia. 

• 

VIII.  Paris  and  the  interior  provinces  of  France, 
Vienna,  Hungary,  Crim  Tartary,  Canada,  I^ova 
Scotia,  ana  Newfoundland.  « 

IX.  London,  Prague,  Francfort,  Cracow,  the 
Ibuthem  province  of  Mufcovy,  &c. 

X.  Dublin, 
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X.  Dublin,  Amftcrdam,  Dantzic,  Warfaw,  and 
part  of  P  uffia. 

XL  Edinburgh,  Copenhagen,  &c. 

XIL  Gottenburgh,  in  Sweden^  Riga,  in  Livo- 
nia, &c. 

XIII.  Stockholm,  the  middle  parts  of  the  Ruffian 
dominions  in  Europe  and  Afia,  part  of  Terra  dc 
Labrador,  on  the  coaft  of  Hudfon's  Bay. 

XIV.  The  Orkney  ifles,  great  part  of  Norway, 
Sweden,  Ruffia,  and  Hudfon's  ftraits,  &c. 

.     XV.  Bergen  in  Norway,  part  of  Finland,  and  the 
Ibuthem  part  of  Greenland. 

XVI.  Perma  Welick,  a  town  in  Mufcovy. 

XVII.  Part  of  Finland,  Ruffia,  &c. 

XVIII.  Drontheim  in  Norway. 

XIX.  Tobollki,  the  capital  of  Siberia. 

XX.  Town  of  Viftrum  in  Finland. 

XXI.  Port  of  Torna  in  Bothnia. 

XXII.  Caienbourgh  in  Ruffia. 

XXIII.  Skalhot  in  Iceland. 

XXIV.  Hola  in  Iceland. 

XXV.  Mofcovite  Lapland. 

XXVI.  Groenland. 

XXVII.  Zembla  Auftralis. 

XXVIII.  Zembla  Borealis. 

XXIX.  Spitzbergen  or  Greenland. 

XXX.  Unknown. 

Befide  the  before- mentioned  divifions  and  fubdivi'^ 
fions  of  the  Earth,  other  diftindlions  have  obtained, 
which  are  rather  fanciful  than  ufeful.  Thus,  the 
ancients  named  the  inhabitants  of  the  Earth,  from 
the  inclination  of  their  fhadows,  Perifcii^  Heterofciiy 
and  Jmpbifcii  or  Afcii. 

The  Perifdij  are  thofe  beyond  the  polar  circled, 
whofe  ihadows  turn  round  them  every  24  hours. 

Heterofcii^ 
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Heierofciu  arc  the  inhabitants  of  the  Temperate 
Zones,  whofe  noon  Ihadows  ever  fall  one  way  j  the 
north  Temperate  Zone  throwing  them  northward, 
and  the  fouth  Temperate  Zone  throwing  them  fouth- 
ward.  / 

The  yfmpbifciiy  are  thofe  of  the  Torrid  or  middle 
Zone;  whofe  noon  fhadows  fall  different  ways  at 
different  feafons  :  and  becaufe  twice  in  the  year  the 
Sun  is  in  their  zenith,  and  their  bodies  caft  no  (hadow 
on  either  fide,  they  are  alfo  called  Jfcii.  Thefc 
names  are  of  Greek  derivation. 

Mankind  are  alfo  from  their  different  relative 
fituations,  denominated  Perieci^  Aniieci^  and  Antipodes. 

The  Perieci  are  thofe  who  live  in  the  fame  parallel, 
have  the  fame  latitude  and  feafons,  and  the  fame  pole 
elevated ;  but  have  oppofite  meridians,  and  conle- 
quently  oppofite  day  and  night. 

Antiecij  are  thofe  people  who  have  the  fame  me- 
ridian but  oppofite  parallels,  equidiftant  from  the 
Equator,  on  contrary  fides.  Their  longitude  is  the 
fame,  their  day  and  night  of  the  fame  length ;  but 
they  have  contrary  poles  and  feafons. 

Antipodes  are  fuch  whofe  parallel  and  meridian  are 
both  oppofite :  they  have  the  whole  globe  between 
them  in  diametrical  oppofition ;  and  have  contrary 
poles  elevated.  Their  feet  are  diredtly  oppofed  -,  and 
their  day  and  night,  their  winter  and  fummer  con- 
trary to  each  other. 

This  fubjeft  cannot  properly  be  difmifled,  without 
attending  a  little  to  the  furprifing  phasnomena  of  the 
flux  and  reflux  of  the  fea ;  with  the  generation  of 
winds :  and  giving  fome  general  idea  of  the  caufes  to 
which  they  are  owing. 

Were 
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Were  the  Earth  fo  far  removed  from  the  influei 
of  the  Suti  and  Moon  as  to  be  without  the  fphcres  of 
their  attraftions ;  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the 
-Ocean  being  equally  prcffed  by  the  force  of  gravity 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  would  continue  every 
where  in  a  ilate  of  perfeft  ftagnation.  But  it  being 
demonftrable  that  the  Sun  and  Moon  have  a  like 
principle  of  gravitation  toward  their  centres,  and  titttt 
the  Earth  is  within  ihe  adivity  of  their  attractions  i 
it  will  plainly  follow,  thai  the  equality  of  the  gravi- 
tation of  bodies  toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  wUI 
thereby  be  difturbed  :  and  though  the  ftnail  degrees 
of  thefe  counteraftions  render  them  imperceptible  by 
any  experiments  we  can  make  1  yet  the  Ocean  being 
fluid,  and  yielding  to  the  leaft  impulC,  it  ftiews  by- 
its  rifing  where  it  is  leaft  prcflcdj  and  where  it  is 
moft  prefled  by  its  finking. 

Now  if  we  fuppofe  the  force  of  the  Moon's  attrac- 
tion to  decreal'e,  as  the  fquare  of  the  diftancc  from 
its  centre  increafes  -,  we  ftiali  find  that  where  the 
Moon  is  perpendicularly  either  above  or  below  the 
Horizon,  there  the  force  of  gravity  mufl  be  moft 
of  all  diminiihed;  and  that  in  thofe  oppofite  parts 
|he  Ocean  muft  neceffarily  fwell,  by  the  flowing  of 
the  water  from  thofe  parts  wiiere  the  prcflTure  is 
greateft. 

If  this  is  rightly  comprehended,  it  follows  thence 
tbat  the  Sea,  which  would  othcrwife  be  fpherical, 
jnuft,  upon  the  prefliire  of  the  Moon,  form  itfelf 
into  a  fpheroidal  or  oval  figure,  whofe  longeft  dia- 
meter is  where  the  Moon  is  vertical,  and  its  Ihortcft, 
in  the  Horizon:  and  that  by  the  revolution  of  the 
Earth,  the  Moon  being  in  turn  expofcd  to  all  fides 
of  it,  the  oval  of  the  water  follows  her,  occafioning 
thereby  the  two  floods  and  ebbs  obfervable  in  each 
24-1  hours. 

Oft 
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On  this  theory,  the  tides  ought  to  be  highefl,  di- 
I  reftly  under  and  ojipofite  to  the  Moon  -,  but  we  find 
I  that  in  open  Seas  where  the  water  flows  freely,  the 
fMoon  is  generally  pad  the  Meridian  when  it  is 
thigh  water  there.  The  reafon  is  obvious;  the  mo- 
r  tion  of  afcent  communicated  to  the  water,  makes  it 
'  continue  to  rife  for  fome  time  after  the  attraction  of 
I  the  Moon  declines. 

Thus  much  for  the  general  caufe  of  tides;  which 
I  is   greatly  corroborated  by  Ihewing   how   naturally 
it  accounts  for  particular  circumitanccs  relating  to 
;  them. 

The  fpring-tides  upon  the  new  and  full  Moons, 
and  the  neap-tides  on  the  others,  are  occafioncd  by 
the  attractive  force  of  the  Sun,  confpiring  with  the 
Moon  at  new  and  full,  and  producing  a  tide  by  their 
united  forces:  whereas  in  the  quarters,  the  Sun 
raifcs  the  water  when  the  Moon  dc-prelfes  it,  and 
the  contrary  ;  lb  that  the  tides  only  rife  by  the  dif- 
ference of  their  forces. 

That  the  influence  of  the  Sun  operates  no  ftronger 
in  this  cafe,  is  owing  to  the  vail  diftancc  of  the  Sun, 
and  the  proximity  of  the  Moon. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  cqutnoftial 
fpring-tides  in  March  and  September,  or  near  tliem, 
are  the  higheit,  and  the  neap-tides  the  loweft: 
which  arifes  from  the  greater  agitation  of  the  water, 
when  the  fluid  Iphcroid  revolves  about  the  equa:or, 
where  the  centrifugal  force  is  greatcft*,  as  well  as 
from  the  concurrent  aftion  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  be- 
fore mentioned.  V/hL-nce  the  Sun  and  Moon  being 
cither  conjoined  or  oppofitc  in  the  equinoiftial,  pro- 
duce the  greaiell  fpring-tides  j  and  the  lubfequene 
.  neap-tides,  being  produced  by  the  tropical  Moon  in 
the  quarters,  are  always  the  Icaft  tides ;  whereas  In 
Vol.  I.  D  Junfi 
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Were  the  Earth  fo  far  removed  from  the  influence 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon  as  to  be  without  the  fpheres  of 
their  attra^ions;  it  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  the 
.Ocean  being  equally  prefied  by  the  force  of  gravity 
toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  would  continue  every 
where  in  a  ftate  of  perfect  ftagnation.  But  it  being 
demonftrabte  that  the  Sun  and  Moon  have  a  like 
principle  of  gravitation  toward  their  centres,  and  t!Mtc 
the  Earth  is  within  the  adivity  of  their  attractions ; 
It  will  plainly  follow,  that  the  equality  of  the  gravi- 
tation of  bodies  toward  the  centre  of  the  Earth,  will 
thereby  be  difturbed :  and  though  the  fmall  degrees 
of  thefe  counteradtions  render  them  imperceptible  by 
any  experiments  we  can  make ;  yet  the  Ocean  being 
fluid,  and  yielding  to  the  leaft  imp\)U«)  it  (hews  by 
its  rifing  where  it  is  leaft  prefled  i  and  where  it  is 
Itnoft  pr^d  by  its  finkii^. 

Now  if  we  fuppofe  the  force  of  the  Moon^s  attrac* 
tion  to  decreafe,  as  the  fquare  of  the  diftance  from 
its  centre  increafes;  we  (hall  find  that  where  the 
Moon  is  perpendicularly  either  above  or  below  the 
Horizon,  there  the  force  of  gravity  muft  be  moft 
of  all  dimini(hed ;  and  that  in  thofe  oppofite  parts 
the  Ocean  muft  necefiarily  fwell,  by  the  flowing  of 
the  water  from  tho(t  parts  where  the  preflure  is 
greateft. 

If  this  is  rightly  comprehended,  it  follows  thence 
that  the  Sea,  which  would  otherwife  be  fpherical, 
muft,  upon  the  preflure  of  the  Moon,  form  itfelf 
into  a  fpheroidal  or  oval  figure,  whofe  longeft  dia- 
meter is  where  the  Moon  is  vertical,  and  its  fliorteft, 
in  the  Horizon :  and  that  by  the  revolution  of  the 
Earth,  the  Moon  being  in  turn  expofcd  to  all  fides 
pf  it,  the  oval  of  the  water  follows  her,  occaQoning 
thereby  the  two  floods  and  ebbs  obfervable  in  eacn 
944  hours; 
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On  this  theory,  the  tides  ought  to  be  higheft,  di- 
rcaiy  under  and  oppofitc  to  the  Moon  ;  but  we  find 
that  in  open  Seas  where  the  water  flows  freely,  the 
Moon  is  generally  pad  the  Meridian  when  it  is 
high  water  there.  The  reafon  is  obvious  5  the  mo- 
tion of  afcent  communicated  to  the  water,  makes  it 
continue  to  rife  for  fome  time  after  the  attradtion  of 
the  Moon  declines. 

Thus  much  for  the  general  caufe  of  tides ;  which 
is  greatly  corroborated  by  (hewing  how  naturally 
it  accounts  for  particular  circumllances  relating  to 
them. 

The  fpring-tides  upon  the  new  and  full  Moons, 
and  the  neap-tides  on  the  others,  are  occafioned  by 
the  attraftive  force  of  the  Sun,  confpiring  with  the 
Moon  at  new  and  full,  and  producing  a  tide  by  their 
united  forces:  whereas  in  the  quarters,  the  Sun 
raifes  the  water  when  the  Moon  deprefles  it,  and 
the  contrary  -,  fo  that  the  tides  only  rife  by  the  dif- 
ference of  their  forces. 

That  the  influence  of  the  Sun  operates  no  ftronger 
in  this  cafe,  is  owing  to  the  vafl:  diflance  of  the  Sun, 
and  the  proximity  of  the  Moon. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  the  equinoflial 
fpring-tides  in  March  and  September,  or  near  them, 
are  the  higheft,  and  the  neap-tides  the  loweft: 
which  arifes  from  the  greater  agitation  of  the  water, 
when  the  fluid  fpheroid  revolves  about  the  equator, 
where  the  centrifugal  force  is  greateft ;  as  well  as 
from  the  concurrent  aftion  of  the  Sun  and  Moon  be- 
fore mentioned.  Whence  the  Sun  and  Moon  being 
cither  conjoined  or  oppoflte  in  the  equinodlial,  pro- 
duce the  greated  fpring-tides;  and  the  fubfequent 
neap-tides,  being  produced  by  the  tropical  Moon  in 
the  quarters,  arc  always  the  leaft  tides.:  whereas  in 
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June  and  December  the  fpring-tides,  being  made  l^y 
the  tropical  Sun  and  .Moon,  are  lefs  vigorous,  &c. 
the  neap-tides  by  the  equirj'aial  Moon,  and  therefore 
are  the  ftronger.  Hence  it  happens  that  the  diflPe- 
rence  between  the  fpring  and  neap-tides  is  much  lefs 
confiderable  than  in  March  and  December.  And 
the  reafon  why  the  higheft  fpring-tides  happen  rather 
before  the  vernal,  and  after  the  autumnal  equino^ces^ 
viz.  in  February  and  Odbobcr,  than  exadtly  upon 
them,  is,  bccaufe  the'Sun  is  nearer  the  Earth  in  the 
winter  Moons,  and  its  efFcdt  is  therefore  at  thpfc 
times  greater. 

By  the  motion  thus  communicated  to  the  Sea  by 
the  lunar  influence,  it  would  continue  to  ebb  and 
flow  for  feveral  times,  were  the  Sun  and  Moon  an- 
nihilated, or  their  attraftive  powers  wholly  de- 
ftroyed  :  as  we  perceive  in  any  vefTel  of  water,  Which 
having  been  agitated,  will  continue  to  move  for 
fome  time  after  the  veflel  has  flood  flillj  or  as  a 
pendulum,  which  after  having  been  put  in  motion, 
continues  to  make  feveral  vibrations,  until  the  con- 
tinued aftion  of  gravity  has  conquered  the  foreign 
temporary  impulfe. 

The  tides  rife  but  to  fmall  heights  in  open  Seas, 
in  proportion  to  what  they  do  in  wide  mouthed 
rivers,  which  open  to  the  Sea  in  the  direftion  of  the 
current  of  the  tide.  For  in  channels  gradually  con- 
trafting,  the  water  is  accumulated  in  height  by  the 
obftruccion  of  the  banks ;  in  like  manner  as  a  gentle 
breeze,  fcarcely  perceived  in  an  open  common,  be- 
comes a  brifk  wind  in  the  contradted  channel  of  a 
flreet  or  alley,,  efpecially  if  it  lies  in  the  diredlion  of 
the  current. 

The  regular  courfe  of  the  tides  is  fo  retarded  and 
r.Itered  in  its  progrefs  through  fhoals  and  irregular 
channels,  and  by  ftriking  againft  capes  and  head- 
lands, 
6 


■^XiUr^^mt^ 


iNTRO  b  U  C  T  I6N;         is 

lands,  oppofing  thcmfelves  in  all  diredtiods ;  that  in 
diffepeot  parts,  the  tide3  riie  at  all  diftances  of  the 
Moon  from  the  meridians  of  places.  Thus,  in  the 
German  ocean,  the  tide  propagated  when  the  Moon 
is  three  hours  paft  the  Meridian,  is  1 2  hours  in  its 
jiafiage  to  London  bridgfe ;  where  it  does  not  arrive 
until  a  new  tide  commences  in  the  ocean.  It  is  ow- 
ing to  this  faA,  that  when  the  Moon  has  a  North 
declination,  and  we  might  expe£t  the  tide  at  Lon- 
don to  be  higheft  when  the  Moon  is  above  the  Ho- 
Hzon,  we  find  it  to  be  lead ;  and  the  contrary  in  her 
fi}utbern  declinatidn. 

Therie  are  no  obfervable  tides  in  Lakes  having 
fmall  or  no  communications  with  the  open  Sea ;  be- 
caufe  when  the  Moon  is  at  her  greateft  altitude  to 
them,  Ihe  influences  every  part  of  them  alike,  by 
reafon  of  their  limited  fize ;  and  thus  rendering  the 
water  equally  light,  there  are  no  inequalities  in  its 
elevation.  From  this  caufe  it  is  that  confined  Seas, 
like  the  Baltic  and  Mediterranean,  h^ve  very  incon- 
fiderable  fluxes  and  refluxes ;  the  inlets  by  which  - 
tJiey  communicate  with  the  ocean  being  fo  fmalU  - 
that  they  cannot  in  fo  fliort  a  time  receive  or  dif- 
charge  a  body  of  water  fufiicient  to  elevate  or  deprefs 
their  furfaces  fenfibly. 

Conformably  to  what  we  obferve  iii  the  Sea,  theri 
is  equal  reafon  to  conclude^  that  much  higher  tides 
are  raifed  of  air  in  the  Atmoiphere^  than  of  water  in  the 
Sea :  it  has  therefore  been  wondered  at,  why  the 
mercury  does  not  fink  by  the  Moon  lefTening  the 
gravity  of  the  air  as  Ihe  pafl*es  the  Meridian.  But 
in  this  cafe  it  is  to  be  confidek-ed,  that  where  the  air 
is  rendered  lighter  from  this  caufe,  a  greater  quantity 
is  accumulated,  until  the  deficiency  of  weight  be 
made  up  by  the  height  of  the  column.  The  equi- 
librium being  thus  maintained,  the  barometer  can 
ftt&r  no  alteration  by  the  aerial  tides, 
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This  fubjeift  naturally  leads  us  to  fay  fomething-' 
of  the  nature  and  caufes  of  wind ;  the  cScGts  of 
which  are  fo  falutary  in  preventing  an  unwholfome 
ftagnation  in  the  air,  diflfipating  noxious  exhalations, 
and  difperfing  putrid  fteams  :  and  prove  fo  ufeful  to 
man  in  wafting  him  over  the  pathlefs  deep.  Thej 
thus  in  a  wonderful  manner  promote  an  intercourte 
between  thofe  diftant  nations,  which  feem  by  the 
intervention  of  vaft  Seas  to  be  cut  off  by  nature  from 
any  communication  with  each  other. 

As  the  air  is  a  fluid,  its  naturaldate  is  reft ;  whicli> 
It  endeavours  to  maintain  or  retrieve,  by  a  univerfal 
equilibrium  of  all  its  parts.  Whenever,  therefore, 
this  natural  equipoife  of  the  Atmofphere  happens  by 
any  means  to  be  deftroyed,  there  neceffarily  enfues 
a  motion  of  all  the  circumjacent  air  toward  that  part 
to  reftore  it ;  and  this  motion  or  current  of  air  is 
what  we  call  Wind. 

Hence  with  refpedl  to  that  place  where  the  equi« 
librium  of  the  air  is  difturbed,  we  can  conceive  the 
wind  may  blow  from  every  point  of  the  compafs  at 
one  time  >  fo  that  thofe  who  live  northward  of  it 
may  have  a  North  wind,  thofe  who  live  fouthward 
a  South  wind,  and  fo  of  the  reft  -,  while  thofe  who 
live  on  the  fpot  where  all  thefe  winds  meet  and  inter- 
fere, are  oppreffed  with  turbulent  boifterous  weather, 
whirlwinds,  hurricanes,  and  tempefts.  For  fulphu- 
reous  exhalations  from  the  South,  torrents  of  nitre 
from  the  North,  and  aqueous  vapours  from  every 
part,  are  there  confufed  and  violently  huddled  and 
blended  together,  and  rarely  fail  to  produce  vehe* 
ment  commotions  of  every  kind. 

Many  are  the  caufes  which  produce  wind  by  dif^ 
turbing  the  equipoife  of  the  Atmofphere,  the  moft 
general  of  which  are  heat  and  cold  :  heat,  by  rarefy- 
ing 
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ing  the  air,  makes  it  lighter  in  fome  parts  than  in 
others ;  and  cold,  by  condenfing  it,  renders  it  hea« 
vier.  Thus  in  all  parts  over  the  torrid  zone,  par- 
ticularly the  equatorial  part,  the  air  being  rarefied 
by  the  dired  incidence  of  the  folar  rays,  is  much 
lighter  than  other  parts  more  northward  and  fbuth- 
ward.  Therefore,  fmce  thofe  parts  of  the  equator 
which  are  ncareft  the  Sun,  muft  be  moft  rarefied  ( 
which  parts,  by  the  eanh's  diurnal  rotation  eaftward, 
are  continually  fhifting  to  the  weftward  ;  it  follows, 
that  the  parts  of  the  air  which  lie  to  the  weftward 
of  the  point  of  the  greateft  rarefaction,  and  by  Sow- 
ing toward  it  meet  it,  have  lefs  motion  than  the  air 
of  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  faid  point,  which  follows 
it.  The  excefs  of  motion  in  the  eaftern  air,  would 
generate  a  continual  eafterjy  wind,  were  this  all  the 
cfFeA  of  that  rarefadion.  But  it  is  alfo  to  be  con- 
fidered,  that  as  all  the  equatorial  parts  of  the  At- 
mofphere  are  greatly  rarefied,  by  the  Sun  being  ver- 
tical over  it  twice  a  year,  and  never  being  more  than 
23t  degrees  diftant  on  either  fide  ;  and  the  air  about 
the  polar  regions  greatly  condenfcd  by  the  extreme 
cold ;  this  heavier  air  from  each  pole,  is  conftantly 
flowing  toward  the  equator,  to  reftore  the  balance 
deftroyed  by  the  levity  of  the  air  there :  hence  ia 
this  refpedt  alone,  a  conftant  North  and  South  wind 
would  be  generated. 

This  motion  compounded  with  the  former  eafterly 
wind,  accounts  for  all  the  phenomena  of  the  ge-* 
neral  trade  winds  ;  which,  if  the  whole  fuiface  of  the 
globe  was  fea,  would  undoubtedly  blow  quite  round 
the  world,  as  they  are  found  to  do  in  part,  in  the 
Atlandc  and  Ethiopic  oceans.  But  (as  in  the  cafe  of 
the  fea  tides  before  mentioned,  where  fuch  great  conti- 
nents interpofe,  and  interrupt  the  continuity  of  the 
ocean ;  fo  in  this  cafe)  fuch  chains  of  high  mountains 
intervene,  as  occafion  great  variation  in  the  currents  of 
wind  from  the  general  rule.  For,  if  a  country  lying  near 
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the  Sun,  prove  to  be  flat,  fandy,  and  low  land,  a$ 
the  deferts  of  Lybia  are  defcribed  to  be ;  the  reflec* 
tion  of  the  Sun- beams,  and  the  retention  thereof  ii| 
the  fand,  are  incredible ;  and  cl]ie  air  in  fuch  place 
will  be  exceedingly  ran;fie4 :  the  more  cQol  and  denfe 
air,  yrill  therefore  ru0i  in  to  reftore  the  equilijbriun]. 
iThis  is  conjectured  to  be  the  caufe  why  i)ear  the 
coaft  of  Gumea,  the  wind  always  fets  in  upon  the 
iand,  blowing  wefterly  inflead  of  eafterly;  there 
being  fufficient  reafbn  to  believe,  that  the  inlan^f 
parts  of  Africa  are  prpdigioufly  hot ;  fince  the  nprtherri 
Dorders  f  hereof  were  io  '^tri  intemperate,  as  to  make 
the  antients  conclude,  that  all  beyonc^  the  tropic^ 
ytras  uninhabitable  by  excefs  of  heat. 

• 

It  is  alfo  from  this  cauCe,  that  there  are  fuph  coq* 
fiant  calms,  in  that  part  of  the  fame  Ocean  calle^ 
the  Rains :  for  this  track  being  fituated  in  the  iniddle, 
between  the  wcfl:erly  winds  blowing  on  the  coaft  of 
Guinea,  and  the  eafterly  trade-winds  blowing  to  the 
weflward  thereof;  the  tendency  of  tlie  air  here,  is 
indifferent  to  either,  and  fo  remains  ftagnant  between 
both.  And  the  weight  of  the  incumbent  atmpfpher^ 
being  diminilhcd  by  the  contrary  winds  blowing  from 
^ence,  is  the  reafon  that  the  air  does  not  hqld  the 
copious  vapour  it  receives,  but  lets  it  fall  in  fuc^ 
frequept  raips. 

But  as  the  cqld  denfe  air  by  its  fuperipr  weighty 
prefTes  through  the  hot  and  rarefied ;  it  js  evident 
this  latter  muft  afcend  in  a  continued  ftream,  as  fa^ 
as  it  rarefies ;  and  that  being  afcended)  it  mud  flow 
from  the  parts  where  the  greateft  hpat  is,  and  dif- 
pcrfe  itfelf  by  a  contrary  current,  to  prefervc  tl^c 
equipoife.  So  that  by  a  kind  of  circulation,  tpe 
North-eaft  trade-wind  below,  will  be  attended  with 
a  South-wefterly  wind  above ;  and  the  South-eaft 
below,  with  a  North-weft  above. 
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This  is  proved  to  be  more  than  mere  conjefturi^ 
by  the  fuciden  change  of  the  wind  to  the  oppofitc; 
point,  which  i$  often  found  in  palTing  the  limits  of 
the  tmde-winds.  But  that  which  above  all  eftablifhes 
this  hypothefis,  is  the  phsenomenon  of  the  Monfoons^ 
which  though  eafily  accounted  for  from  the  above 
principles,  hardly  admits  of  explication  by  any  other 
mode  of  reaibning. 

Such  a  circulation  of  air  then,  being  admitted,  it; 
is  to  be  confidered  that  to  the  northward  of  the 
Indian  Ocean,  it  is  every  where  Land  within  the  la- 
titude of  30^ :  viz.  Arabia,  Perfia,  India,  &c.  which, 
from  the  mme  caul^,  are  fubjef):  to  unfufierabie  heats, 
as  well  as  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  when  the  Sun 
is  to  the  North  and  nearly  vertical :  but  are  tem- 
perate enough  when  the  Sun  is  removed  to  the 
ibuthern  Tropic,  from  a  ridge  of  mountains  at  feme 
diftance  withm  Land,  faid  to  be  frequently  covered 
with  fnow  in  winter  5  by  which  the  air  muft  be  greatly 
chilled  in  its  pafTage.  Thus  it  comes  to  pafs  that  the 
wind  from  the  North- eaft,  is  fometimes  hotter  and 
fomctimes  colder,  than  that  which  by  this  circulation 
is  returned  from  the  South-weft ;  and  of  courfe,  the 
under  current  of  wind  is  fometimes  from  the  Northr 
caft,  aQd  at  other  times  from  the  South-weft. 

The  times  when  thefe  winds  fet  in,  fufficiently  in- 
dicate the  caufes  of  them  ;  this  is  in  April :  when 
the  Sun  begins  to  warm  thefe  northern  climes,  the 
South-weft  Monfopns  begin,  and  blow  during  the 
heats  untjl  Oftober ;  when  the  Sun  being  retired,  and 
the  countries  northward  growipg  cooler,  while  the 
heat  increafes  to  the  South,  the  North-eaft  winds 
commence  and  blow  all  the  winter  until  April  again. 
And  from  the  fame  principle  it  muft  be,  that  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  Equator,  in  part  of  the  Indian 
Ocean,  the  North-weft  winds  fucceed  to  the  South- 
faft,  when  the  Sun  approaches  the  tropic  of  Capricorn. 
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We  might  now  proceed  to  give  the  prefcnt  re- 
tcive^  hypothefes  accounting  for  fcveral  other  phae- 
nomena ;  as  rain,  lightning,  the  aurora  borealis,  and 
other  meteors;  the  properties  of  magnetifm,  the 
caufes  of  earthquakes ;  with  many  other  particulars 
equally  curious :  but  thefe  being  rather  fubjcfts  of 
natural  hiftory  and  philofophy,  would  occupy  too 
much  of  our  room,  and  would  be  digrefiing  farther 
than  is  neceffary  in  an  Introdu'ftion  to  a  Colleftion 
of  Voyages  and  Travels*  It  is  hoped,  what  has  al- 
ready been  enlarged  upon  concerning  winds  and 
tides,  will  not  need  an  apology  ;  as  thefe  phaenomena 
have  too  general  an  influence  over  the  marine  and 
commercial  tranfaftions  of  mankind,  and  are  too 
curious  fubjefts  of  fpeculation  in  thcmfelves,  to 
cfcape  notice  in  a  review  of  the  conftitution  of  the 
Earth* 

Leaving  the  fcientifical  lefs  known  divifions  of  the 
Earth  -,  we  fliall  now,  in  a  comparative  view,  con- 
fider  the  fcveral  parts  of  it,  under  their  more  ge- 
nerally known  denominations  of  Europe,  Afia,  Africa, 
and  America. 

EUROPE  is  bounded  on  the  North  by  the  Frozen 
Ocean,  on  the  Eaft  by  Afia,  and  the  rivers  Don, 
Wolga,  and  Oby,  on  the  South  by  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  on  the  Weft  by  the  great  Atlantic  Ocean ; 
Jbeing  about  3000  miles  in  length,  and  2500  in 
breadth,  it  is  the  Icaft  quarter,  but  the  moft  con- 
fiderable  for  the  temperature  of  the  air;  the  fruitfgl- 
nefs  of  the  foil ;  and  the  cultivation  of  the  arts  and 
fciences;  but  above  all,  for  the  profcflion  of  the 
Chriftian  religion.  It  cpntains  the  following  king* 
doms  and  dates. 
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The  Europeans  in  general  are  well  made,  and  to- 
lerably fair,  except  in  Spain,  wherie  they  begin  to 
be  fwarthy.  In  drefs,  they  are  fond  of  imitating 
the  French.  The  Turks  wear  their  beards,  turbants, 
and  a  long  veft  tied  with  a  fafh.  The  Turkilh  ladies 
drefs  much  refembles  that  of  the  nden. 

The  iflands  of  this  quarter  arc,  in  the  North,  — 
Greenland,  famous  for  its  whale  filhery. — And  Ice- 
land, in  which  is  the  burning  mountain  Hecla,  fup« 
pofed,  by  its  frequent  eruptions,  to  be  the  caufe  of 
the  northerp  lights ;  it  belongs,  with  the  little  ifles 
of  Farro,  together  with  thofe  of  Zealand  and  Funen, 
&c.  in  the  Baltic,  to  the  crown  of  Denmark. — Near 
Great  Britdn,  are  the  Shetland  ifles,  the  Wefl^rn  iQes> 
Orkneys,  Man,  Anglefea,  Scilly,  Wight,  Jeifey, 
Guernfey,  fubjefl^  to  the  Englifh.— On  the  Weft,  ;u« 
the  Azores,  nine  in  number,  the  chief,  St,  Michael^ 
St.  Maria,  Tcrcera,  and  Graciofia ;  which  trade  in  wine 
and  fugar ;  and  all  belong  to  the  king  of  Portugal.  ~ 
In  the  Mediterranean  Sea  are  Yvica,  Majorca,  be* 
longing  to  Spsun. — Minorca  to  England;  and  Cor- 
fica  ftruggling  for  independency.  —  Sardinia,  a  king- 
dom of  inelf. Sicijy  belonging  to  the  king  of 

Naples,  in  which  is  the  burning  mountain  Etna.  •= 

Malta  belonging  to  it$  own  governor,  called  the  Grand 

Matter. Corfu,    Cephalonia,    and    Zant,    fub- 

jedl  to  the  Venetians. —— Cyprus,  Candia,  Rhodes, 
Patmos,  and  the  clutter  of  fmall  ones  in  the  Archi- 
pelago^ belonging  to  the  Turks, 

The  principal  mountains  in  this  part  of  the  world 
arc  the  Dolphrino  Hills,  between  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way,— the  Hyperboraean  Mountains  in  the  north 
part  of  Mufcovy  ;— the  Caparthian  mountains  in  the 
ibuth  part  of  Poland ; — the  Pyrenean  hills  between 
Spain  and  France; — the  Alps  between  Italy  and 
Germany ;— the  Appeninc  hills  dividing  Italy  into 
Eaft  and  Weft  j   Vefuvius,    a  remarkable  burning 

mountain 
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mountain  near  N^P^^s  *,^*--the  Peak  in  England ;-~ 
iPlinlimmon  in  Wsucs  j— and  Grampian  jina  Cheviot 
luHs  in  Scotland. 

In  this  quarter,  the  moft  noted  nvers  are,  thp 
Thames,  &vern,  and  Humber,  in  England;— 
porth^  Tay,  and  Tweed,  in  Scotland; — Shannon, 
Boyn,  and  Barrow,  in  Ireland  ^ — Rhiijie,  Elbe,  and 
Oder,  in  Germany ; — Weifcl,  Ncefter,  and  Neeper, 
in  Poland; — ^Tayo  and  Dqero  in  Portugal; — the 
£bro  aiid  Guadalquiver  in  Spain ;"— Tiber  and  Po  ia 
Italy ;— Don,  Wplga,  and  Dwina,  in'RuIIia ;— Seine, 
Loire,  Rhone,  and  Garonne,  in  France;  and  the 
banube,  which  runs  aU  through  Germany,  Hun- 
gary, Turky  m  Europe,  and  eippties  itfelf  into  thp 
Black  Sea. 

ASIA  lies  eaft  of  Europe,  is  about  4800  miles  long^ 
and  4JOO  broad,  bounded  on  the  North  by  the 
Frozen  Ocean,  by  the  Pacific  on  the  Eaft,  by  the 
Red  Sea  on  the  Weft,  and  the  Indian  Ocean  on  the 
South.  In  this  quarter  flood  the  temple  of  Diana,  at 
Ephefus  in  Natolia,  burnt  the  night  Alexander  the 
Great  was  bom.  Near  to  that  ftood  the  famous  city 
Troy,  totally  deftroyed  by  the  Greeks,  1200  years 
before  Chrift.     Here  alfo  ftood  the  feven  churches 

mentioned  by  St,  John  in  the  Revelations. Alfo 

Tyre  and  Sydon,  on  the  coaft  of  the  Holy  Land,  once 
vaiR:  cities  of  trade,  but  now  the  habitation  of  a  few 
fithermen.— -Likewife  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  large 
cities  recorded  to  have  been  deftroyed  by  fire  from 
heaven  for  their  wickednefs. — Alfo  Nineveh  and  Ba- 
bylon, great  cities  in  Mei^>otamia,  near  Bagdad, 
now  the  habitation  of  only  wild  creatures.  In  the 
Holy  Land  ftood  the  famous  city  and  temple  of  Jeru- 
falem,  deftroyed  by  Vefpafian  about  70  years  after 
Chrift.  Thb  was  the  theatre  of  almoft  every  a£tion 
recorded  in  the  facred  Scriptures.  It  is  divided  into 
many  principal  re^ons,  whofe  names,  extent,  chief 
cities^  &c.  are  as  in  the  following  table. 
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The  Turks,  Pcrfians,  Moguls,  and  Chinefe,  arc 
of  good  ftiape'  and  complexion  :  The  men  wear  tur- 
bants,  vefts,  and  flippers;  the  women  drefs  much 
like  the  men,  only  they  wear  a  ftifFened  cap  like  a 
mitre,  and  their  hair  down.  The  Mogul  ladies  are 
fond  of  bracelets  on  their  arms  and  legs ;  rings  on' 
their  fingers  and  toes  *,  jewels  in  their  nofes ;  and 
pendants  in  their  ears :  and  the  Chinefe  ladies  are  re- 
markable for  their  little  feet ;  and  the  gentlemen  for 
long  nails.  In  Siam,  Pegu,  &c.  the  inhabitants  are 
tawney,  and  features  coarfe.  The  men  wear  a  piece 
of  cloth  wrapped  round  their  waifl,  and  pull  their 
beards  (as  the  Chinefe  and  Tartars  do)  up  by  the  root. 
The  women  have,  befide  the  piece  about  their  waift, 
another  thrown  round  their  breads  and  (houlders, 
leaving  the  reft:  of  the  body  bare.  The  common 
people  near  the  fea  go  almoft  naked. 

The  iflands  in  A(ia  are  thofe  of  Japan,  as  Japan 
itfelf,  Tonfa  and  Bongo, — alfo  Formofa, — the  Bafhee 
ifles,  very  fmall — Ayrian  and  Macco. — The  X^adrone 
ifles,  the  chief  Guam  and  Tinian.— The  Philippine 
ifles  1 1,000  in  number,  chiefly  fmall  ones  •,  the  prin- 
cipal are  Luconia,  Mindanao,  and  Tendaye. — The 
Moluccas  or  Clove  iflands,  the  chief  Gilolo,  Ceram, 
MacafTar,  Amboyna,  and  Banda,  where  the  nutmegs 
grow.— The  Sunda  ifles,  Borneo,  Java,  and  Suma- 
tra, &c.— The  Andaman  and  Nicobar  ifles,  all  fmall. 
The  Maldives,  many  thoufands  very  fmall,  in  the 
Indian  Se^ — and  Ceylon,  or  fine  Cinnamon  ifle,  near 
the  coafl:  of  Coromandel. 

Moft  of  thefe  iflands  lying  near  or  under  the  Line, 
aflford  great  quantities  of  fugar  and  fpice,  which  the 
Dutch  trade  with  to  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  quarter  are  the  Tygris, 
and  Euphrates,  between  Arabia  and  Perfia.— 1  obol 
^d  Oby  in  Tartary. — Indus  in  the  Mogul's  empire. 

Gangr 
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-^Ganges  in  India, — the  Hoambo  or  Yellow  river  ihi 
the  North ;  and  the  river  Tay,  that  runs  by  Canton^ 
kt  the  South  of  China. 

The  chief  mountains  here  are,  Ararat^  near  the 
Ca^ian  Sea,  on  which  the  ark  is  recorded  to  have 
lefted  after  the  flood. — ^Horeb  and  Sinai  in  Arabia.— 
Lebanon  in  the  Holy  Land. — Mount  Taurus  running 
from  Eaft  to  Weft  erf  all  Afia. — Imaus,  in  Tartary,— 
Caucaflus  between  Tartary  and  the  Great  Mogul's 
empire  s — and  the  Naugracut  mountains  in  Tibet. 

AFRICA  is  the  third  quarter,  fituated  to  the  South 
of  Europe,  and  furrounded  on  aJl  fides  by  the  Sea,  ex- 
cept  a  narrow  neck  of  land  about  60  miles  over  (called 
the  Ifthmus  of  Suez)  which  joins  it  to  Alia,  at  the 
top  of  the  Red  Sea.  This  country  is  about  4300 
miles  long,  and  4200  broad,  and  lies  chiefly  in  the 
Torrid  Zone;  the  Equator  running  through  the 
middle  of  it.  Here  we  find  a  race  of  people  quite 
black,  having  flat  nofes,  thick  lips,  and  hair  like- 
wool.  This  quarter  is  generally  divided  as  in  the 
following  table. 
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Along  the  coafts  of  the  Mediterranean,  in  Egypt, 
Biledulgerid,  and  Zaara,  the  people  are  of  a  tawne/ 
complexion,  and  drcfs  like  the  Turks :  but  in  all 
other  parts  of  this  quarter,  the  inhabitants  arc  black. 
The  better  fort  of  negroes  wear  thin  veils  and  white 
caps,  but  the  poor  go  almoft  naked,  having  only  a 
fmall  piece  of  ikin,  or  coarfe  ftuff,  wrapped  about 
their  waift.  The  poor  Hottentots,  daubed  over  with 
greafe  and  foot,  and  having  their  arms,  legs,  and 
neck  wrapped  round  with  the  raw  guts  of  beafts, 
make  &  moft  defpicable  and  nafty  appearance. 

The  iflands  of  this  quarter  are,  Madagafcar  the 
largefl: ;  the  inhabitants  black,  wild,  favage,  naked, 
and  under  no  particular  governor.  The  iflands  of 
Cape  Verde,  lo  in  number.  St.  Vincent,  St.  Ni- 
cholas, Lucia,  Antonia,  Sal,  Bonavifl:a,  Jago,  Mayo, 
Bravo,  and  Fuego,  all  fubjed  to  the  Fortuguefe. 
The  Canary  iflands,  14.  in  number,  the  chief, 
TenerifF,  Ferro,  and  Canary,  belonging  to  the  crown  of 

Spain. The  Madeira,  noted  for  excellent  wine, 

fubjedt  to  the  Portuguefe. The  Guinea  ifles,  as 

Princes,  Po,  Annobon,  Thomas,  Matthew,  &c. 
belonging  to  the  Portuguefe.  And  the  ifles  Afcenfion 
and  St.  Helena  belonging  to  the  Englifli. 

The  principal  mountains  here  .,^re,  the  Lybian 
mountain,  between  Zaara  and  Egypt ; — Mount  Atlas, 
between  Barbary  and  Biledulgcrid,  which  gives  name 
to  the  neighbouring   ocean,    called    the    Atlantic 

Ocean. The  mountains  of  the  Moon  in  Ethiopia, 

near  the  empire  of  Monemugi. And  the  Pico  or 

Peak,  in  TenerifF,  one  of  the  Canary  ifles,  in  form 
of  a  fugar  loaf,  fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  in  the 
world,  and  may  be  feen  40  leagues  difliant. 

The  moft  noted  rivers  here,  are  the  Nile  in  Nubia 

and  Egypt : The  Niger  running  through  all  Ne- 

groland : The  Gambia  and  Senegal,  on  which 
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the  Englifii  and  French  have  fome  fettlementS)  are 
only  branches  of  the  Niger. 

AMERICA  is  the  laft  quarter  of  the  world  :  it  lies 
about  2300  miles  weft  of  England,  and  is  of  vaft  ex- 
tent. Bounded  on  the  North  by  unknown  parts,  by 
the  Atlantic  Ocean  on  the  Eaft,  by  the  great  South 
Sea  on  the  South  and  Weft.  It  is  8  or  9  thoufand 
miles  in  length,  and  about  3  thoufand  in  breadtb. 
It  was  difcovered  firft  by  Chriftopher  Columbus,  as 
will  appear  anon.  It  is  often  called  the  Weft  Indies 
in  contradiftinftion  to  the  farther  parts  of  Afia,  ftiled 
the  Eaft  Indies,  difcovered  by  the  Portuguefe  a  little 
before.  It  is  divided  into  two  capital  parts,  of 
vaft  extent  each,*diltingui(hed  into  North  America, 
and  South  America;  which  are  connedled  by  a  nar^ 
row  HQck  of  land,  called  the  Ifthmus  of  Darien,  or  of 
Panama,  which  in  fome  places  is  not  more  than  60 
miles  over. 
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ThcBritifli  colonics  or  plantations  are,  i.  Nova- 
Scotia^  the  chief  town  Halifax. 2.  New  Eng- 
land, the  chief  town  Bofton. 3.  New  York,  the 

chief  town  New  York. 4.  New  Jerfey,  the  chief 

town  Elizabeth  Town. 5.  Penfilvania,  the  chief 

town  Philadelphia. 6.  Maryland,  the  chief  town 

Baltimore. 7.   Virginia,   the  chief  town  James 

Town.      ■■       8.  Carolina,    the  chief  town  Charles 

Town. And  9.  Georgia,  whofe  chief  town  03 

the  Savannah. 

The  Indians  here  are  generally  of  a  brown  com- 
plexion J  the  few  that  are  white  ftain  thcmfelves  of 
a  copper  or  red  colour,  and  fome  with  ftreaks  of 
blue.  They  arc  dexterous  with  their  bows  and  ar- 
rows ;  and  very  fond  of  adorning  themfclves  with 
ftrings.of  beads  and  fhclls  about  their  necks,  with 
lings  and  plates  in  their  ears  and  nofes,  and  puU 
their  beards  up  by  tjie  roots.  They  go  naked  ia 
the  fummer,  but  in  the  winter  coVer  themfelves 
with  the  Ikins  of  beads  taken  in  hunting,  which  is 
their  chief  employ. 

The  principal  iflands  are,Newfoundland,  belonging 
to  the*  Ehglifli,  famous  for  its  fifliery.— Bermudas 
or  Summer  Ifles^  the  property  of  Great  Britain.—- 
Cape  Breton,  Anticofti,  and  St.  John's,  belonging 
to  the  Englifti. — The  Bahama  Ifles,  (many  in  num- 
ber, but  Providence  only  inhabited)  belonging  to  the 
English. — The  Antilles,  as  Cuba,  J-lifpaniola,  and 
Porto  Rico,  belonging  to  Spain,  and  Jamaica  to  the 

Englifh. The  Carribbe  Ifles,  the  chief  St.  Chrif- 

tophcrs,  Anguila,  Antigua,  Barbadoes,  and  the 
Grenades,  belong  to  the  Englifli. — St.  Martin,  Bar- 
tholomew,    Guadalupe,      Marigalante,     Martinico> 

belonging    to  the   French. Euftatia    and  Saba, 

belonging  to  the  Dutch, and  St.  Thomas  to  the 

Danc^.— — Thefc  iflands  produce  valt  quantities  of 
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fligar  (in  planting  of  which  thoufands  of  negroes 
arc  employed)  ^tbbacco,  pepper,  yams,  indigo, 
ginger,  gums,  dying-woods,  cocoa,  cotton,  par- 
rots, fifh,  turtles,  and  lignum  vitae. 

The  chief  mountains  here  are,  the  Apalachean, 
between  Carolina  and  Louiliana.  But  in  the  North 
arc  vaft  unknown  mountains  perpetually  covered 
with  fnow,  from  whence  the  winds  blowing  the 
greateft  part  of  the  year,  thefe  countries  become 
much  colder  than  thofe  in  Europe  in  the  fame  lati- 
Aide. 

The  moft  remarkable  rivers  are,  St.  Laurence, 
dividing  the  Engliik  plantations  from  Canada,  and 
falling  into  the  gulph  of  its  own  name.— —The 

Miffiflippi,  and  the  Ohio,  in  Louifiana, and  the 

river  North  in  New  Mexico,  which  laft  empty  thenv* 
felves  into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 


la 
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The  Indians  arc  generally  of  a  good  fizc,  and 
^c\l  made:  down  to  the  tropic  of  Capricorn  they 
are  of  a  brown  or.  copper  complexion,  but  farther 
foutl)  tolerably  fair.  They  have  little  idea  of  religion. 
They  have  many  odd  cuftoms ;  go  for  the  moll  part 
naked,  but  paint  themfelves  of  various,  colours  y 
many  of  them  wear  large  rings  in  their  ears,  chains 
of  (hells  about  their  necks,  and  glittering  (tones  or 
plates  on  their  lip  and  nofcs,  permitting  no  hair  to 
grow  upon  their  chins.  They  ufe  bows  and  arrowjs, 
ftroU  aoout  and  live  by  fi(hing  and  hunting,  as 
they  do  in  the  northern  parts. 

The  iflands  here  are  St.  Catherines  and  Trinidad, 
off  the   coaft  of  Brafil. — Chiloe  and  Juan  Fernan- 

des,  near  Chilly and  the  large  iQand  Terra  Del 

Fuego,  (fo  called  on  account  of  its  volcanoes  or 
burning  mountains)  at  the  South  of  Magellanica ; 

thefe  all  belong  to  Spain. There  are  many  more 

iflands  fcattered  ^bout  the  Great  South-Sfea,  but  all 
uninhabited,  and  of  no  great  account. 

The  chief  mountains  are,  St.  Martha   in   Terra 

Firma: the  Andes,   which  are  iaid  to    be  the 

higheft  in  the  world :  their  tops  are  always  covered 
with  fnow ;  and  tne  cold  fo  intcnfe,  that  numbers 
have  peri(hed  in  going  Qver  them  -,  and  others  have 
loft  their  fingers  and  toes,  and  been  lamed  for  ever. 
No  heaft  of  any  kind  is  found  upon  them.  Th^y 
run  through  the  whole  length  of  South  America. 

The  moft  remarkable  rivers  are,  Oronoko,  wheic 
ttie  South  Sea  trade  begins; — the  vaft  river  Amazon 
in  Amazonia,  and  Rio  de  la  Plata,  or  the  river  Plate, 
in  Paraguay. 
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Of  the  UJS'knmsm  farts  of  th€  JTcrld. 

IN  the  North,  near  the  Pole,  air, — ^Xova  2^3ibh 
—Greenland  and  Gioenland.  The  ir.hib::2iic;  arc 
very  few,  and  thefe  favage ;  low  In  fL-mrc,  and  of 
an  ugly  mien.  They  live  upon  rht  ntih  of  vhiks^ 
bears,  foxes,  lain-deer,  and  go  n~>u  J^ei  up  in  ikins^ 
the  hairy  fide  next  their  bodies.  The  Sun  c^es  noc 
appear  in  thefe  parts  for  three  or  four  ax>::ths  toge- 
ther in  the  winter,  and  then  the  cold  is  fixnedoxs 
ib  intenie  as  to  freeze  brandy.  And  in  the  fuouner, 
he  (hincs  as  many  months  continuaDy  upon  them, 
which  makes  the  heat  as  troublelbciie.  Here  aLb  lie 
-^Ncw  Britain-— -New  North  Wales — New  Den- 
mark, &c.  in  America and  Ycfio,  mi  K i.T-.r!- 

chatka,  in  Afia,  all  very  little  known. 

Below  the  Molucca  :r!?s  in  AfiY^arc  New  Gui:;ea 

' — Carpentaria — New  Holland — Dierun's  Land 

and  a  linle  fiinher.  New  ZesLind,  regior.s  i::':o- 
vered  by  the  Dua:h  and  Ecgliih  abcu:  rh?  :r.:id!c 
of  lad  century.  Our  knowledge  c:*  chtr:  :$  very 
impcrfcft ;  the  natrvcs  are  laid  :o  be  wllc,  fiv»gr, 
black,  and  go  nsVi^ 

It  b  gencraOr  believed  that  there  are  rr.ir.j  lirge 
trads  of  land  towards  the  South  Pole,  of  v;hl:h  ai 
prelent  we  knoiA'  uoibdi^g. 

Tbe  Biprnue  cf  tht  Miles  in  frjird  Cc:m^i::  :: 
very  great ;  irM  it  v:iU  be  ujrul  U  rr:umiir^ 
That 

The  Englifh,  Julian,  and  Turki:;-,  ar-  neirlr  :!:- 
fame. 

The  Scotch  and  Irifli  Miles  arc  abou:  \^  Er,?.::"^, 
The  Gcrm^,  Daniflx,  Dutch,  aai^oJilh,  arcV:>'y^: 
4  Englifh. 

E  4  I ,  - 
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The  Swedifli  is  about  5  Englifti. 
-  The  Spanilii  is  abput  34.  Englifli. 

The  Hungarian  is  about  6  Englilh. 

The  Ruffian  is  about  |  Englilh. 

The  Perfian,  Arabian,  arid  Egyptian,  are  about  3 
Englifli. 

The  Indian  is  almoft  3  Englifli. 

The  Japan  is  about  half  a  quarter  of  an  Englifti 
mile. 

The  French  league  is  2  of  our  miles. 
.    The  Englifli  league  is  3  of  our  miles. 

As  a  concltifion  we  will  only  add  a  few  cxplana* 
tions  ;  which,  though  the  generality  of  our  readers 
cannot  befuppofed  to  need,  this  Introduftion  might 
perhaps  by  fome  be  thought  deficient,  if  they  were 
omitted. 

The  Earth  being  a  globe,  a  Map  of  the  whole 
Earth  muft  neceflTanly  confift  of  two  parxs  -,  one  half 
only  being  vifible  to  one  view  of  it :  this  Map  exhi- 
bits therefore  two  hemifpheres  j  as  if  the -globe  had 
befn  divided  in  the  plane  of  the  firfl:  meridian. 
Accordingly  in  an  univerfal  Map^  the  right  hand 
circle  ftiews  /  the  old  world,  containing  Europe, 
Ada  and  Africa  *,  and  the  left  hand  circle  contains  the 
new  world,  or  North  and  South  America.  Upon 
this  Map  are  marked  the  circles  correfponding  to 
thofe  on  the  Sphere  -,  namely  the  Equinoftial  Line, 
the  two  Tropics,  and  the  two  Polar  Circles  -,  all 
which  crofs  the  Map  from  Eafl:  to  Wefl.  Parallels 
of  Latitude,  and  Meridians,  are  drawn  over  the 
face  of  the  Map  at  10  degrees  diftance,  to  afcertain 
the  relative  fituation  of  places. 

Particular  Maps,   as  being  part  of  this  general 
Map,  retain  the  Meridians  and  Parallels  of  Latitude 
belonging  to  the  relpeftive  places,  drawn  larger  or 
fmallcr  as  the  fize  or  the  paper  and  fcale  will  ad- 
mit^ 
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mit ;  and  fuch  Maps  are  dmwn  and  propoitiOBed  CD 
fcales  corrcfponding  to  their  degrees  of  latitude. 

• 

It  is  to  be  noted,  that  in  all  Maps,  the  North  is 
at  the  top,  the  South  at  the  bottom,  the  Eaft  on  the 
right  hand,  and  the  Weft  on  the  left :  or  if  it  (houkl 
be  otherwiie,  it  is  always  expreflfed  in  words  at  the 
fides  ;  or  by  a  mariner's  compafs,  in  which  the  fleur 
de  lys  always  points  to  the  North. 

Degrees  of  Latitude  are  marked  on  the  Eaft  aixl 
Weft  (ides  of  the  Map ;  Degrees  of  Longitude  on 
the  North  and  South  fides,  that  is,  on  the  top  and 
bottom  ;  to  which  the  Parallels  of  Latitude,  and 
Meridians  or  Circles  of  Longitude,  which  crofs  each 
other  over  the  face  of  the  Map,  correfpond. 

The  thick  (hadowed  lines  in  Maps  denote  Seaooafts  ; 
the  courfes  of  rivers*are  fhewed  by  thick  frrpcntinc 
lines,  and  roads,  by  fniall  double  lines.  Divifions 
of  countries  are  diftinguiflied  by  large  dotted  lines; 
and  fubdivifions  into  provinces,  by  fmaller :  forefts 
are  denoted  by  trees  •,  mountains  by  (hadowed  emi- 
nences ;  fand  banks  by  dotted  beds ;  mar(hes  by 
fhadow'vd  beds ;  and  lakes  by  inland  (hadow^ 
coafts,  like  the  common  Sea  coafts. 

More  minute  particulars  are  expreflfed  at  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  Geographer,  who  generally  gives  an  ex- 
planation of  arbitrary  figns  and  marks,  at  fome  va- 
cant corner  of  the  Map. 

Explanation  of  nominal  TermSj  ufed  in  Geography. 

A  Continent^  is  a  large  extent  of  country,  the 
connexion  of  which  is  not  broken  by  the  interpofition 
of  feas.  The  known  world  is  ufually  divided  into 
two  grand  Continents  -,  the  one  comprehending  Eu- 

1  rope. 
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rope  Afia,  and  Africa ;  and  the  other  including  the 
two  Americas,  North  and  Sctoth, 

« 

An  IJland^  is  a  track  of  land  encompaffed  with 
water,  which  cuts  it  off  from  any  communication 
with  the  main  land.  Such  are  Great  Britain,  Ire- 
land, Minorca,  Madagafcar,  Borqeq,  and  ^n  infinity 
of  others. 

An  Archipelago^  denotes  a  clutter  of  fmall  iflands  j 
but  is  more  peculiarly  appropriated  to  a  number  of 
iflands  in  the  Egeaq  Se^,  between  the  coafts  of 
Greece  and  Afia^ 

A  Peninfula  (quqfi  pene  infula^  or  almoft  an  ifland) 
or  Chcrfonefus,  (from  the  Greek  of  the  fame  im- 
port) is  a  part  of  dry  land  almoft  furroundcd  by 
water;,  but  connected  to  the  main  land,  by  a  nar- 
row neck  of  land*    Such  is  the  Morea  in  Greece. 

m 

An  Ifthmusj  is  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  conneft- 
ing  a  peninfula  to  the  continent :  as  that  of  Darien, 
which  preferves  the  communication,  by  land,  be- 
tween North  and  South  America  •,  and  that  of  Co- 
rinth, which  joins  the  Morea  to  the  reft  of  Greece. 

A  Promontory^  is  a  high  point  of  land  ftretching 
out  into  the  Sea ;  the  e^ctremity  of  which  is  ufually 
called  a  Cape. 

A  Volcano  is  a  burning  mountain,  a  vent  to  fulj- 
terranean  fires,  which  makes  occafional  eruptions  of 
fire,  calcined  minerals,  and  boiling  over  with  ful- 
phureous  torrents.  Such  are  Mounts  ^tna  in  Sicily, 
yefuvius  near  Naples,  Hecla  in  Iceland,  &c. 

The  Ocean  is  a  coUcftive  name  for  that  vaft  Sea 
which  encompailes  the  whole  Earth,  and  which  ob- 
tains difi^erent    names  in   different  parts;    as  the 

Northern 
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Northern  Ocean»  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  &c. 

Some  parts  of  the  Ocean  run  up  into  the  knd, 
cither  through  narrow  channels,  or  wide  mouths  5 
the  former  arc  denominated  Seas ;  as  the  Baltic  Sea, 
the  Mediterranean  Sea.  &c.  the  latter  are  called 
Gulphs;  as  the  gulph  of  Bothnia,  the  Gulph  of 
Finland,  the  Gulph  of  Venice,  &c* 

A  Bty  is  an  arm  or  bafon  of  Sea,  entering  Ibme^ 
•what  within  land  -,  a  kind  of  leffer  gulph.  Tho 
largeft  and  mod  noted  Bays  in  the  world,  are  thofe 
of  Bengal,  Panama,  Bifcay,  with  many  others, 

A  Straif  is  a  narrow  arm  or  channel  communicat- 
ing between  two  feas  j  or  a  palTage  between  two 
iflands,  or  lands.  Such  are  the  Straits  of  Gibraltar, 
of  Magellan,  the  Hcllefpont,  &c. 

A  Harbour  is  generally  ufed  for  the  bottom  of  a 
bay,  or  the  mouth  of  a  large  river,  Iheltered  from 
winds,  and  frequently  fecured  with  a  mole,  and 
booms,  where  (hips  may  lie  fecurely  at  anchor. 

•  A  Read  denotes  a  convenient  place  for  anchorage,* 
zt  fome  diftance  from  Ihore,  where  veflels  ufuaily 
wait  for  winds  to  carry  them  out  to  fea,  or  for  tides 
to  cany  them  into  harbour. 
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VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 


The    FIRST    VOYAGE   of 
CHRISTOPHER    COLUMBUS, 


HOWEVER  mankind  differ  in  manners  and 
modes  of  thinking,  when  diftant  ages  and 
nations  remote  from  each  other,  are  com- 
pared together;  the  inventors  of  ufeful  arts,  and 
the  difcoverers  of  unknown  countries,  have  feldom 
failed  of  receiving  that  tribute  of  honour  which  is 
due  to  diftinguiihed  abilities.  The  namewof  Bacchus 
was  firft  celebrated,  and  has  been  delivered  down  to 
us  as  a  deity,  on  account  of  his  Indian  expeditions ; 
and  becaufe  he  penetrated  farther  than  any  man  was 
ever  known  to  have  done  before.  The  Egyptians, 
who  were  with  reafon  efteemed  the  wifeft  people  of 
antiquity,  fmce  almofl  all  the  fciences  travelled  into 
this  part  of  the  world  from  thence,  paid  the  highefl: 
tribute  of  praife  to  fuch  of  their  monarchs  as  were 
^uppofed  to  have  conquered  the  Eaft;  and  to  have 
extended  their  empire  over  countries  where,  before 
that  time,  no  vidlorious  armies  had  ever  come.  It 
was  for  the  fame  caufe  that  the  Tyrian  Hercules  was 
ib  much  magnified  by  his  countrymen ;  and  it  was 
the  glory,  which  thofc  heroes  had  acquired^  th^ 
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Jitofnpted  Alexander,  the  moft  ambitious  and  daring 
of  the  Greeks,  to  undertake  his  famous  expedition 
againfl  the  Indians,  that  he  might  not  fall  (hort  of 
any  whofe  names  were  recorded  in  hiftory.  This 
vanity  of  his  tranfported  him  to  fucha  degree,  that 
though,  after  the  ruin  of  the  Pcrfian  empire^  lie 
cftecmed  himfelf  the  firft  of  men;  yet,  on  his 
framing  the  projeft  of  invading  India,  he  expefted 
to  be  efteemed  fomewhat  more  than  man.  In  fuc- 
ceeding  times,  we  find  this  humour  far  from  being 
worn  out,  fince  even  the  Romans,  who,  if  not  k 
wifer,  were  moft  certainly  a  more  moderate  people 
than  the  Greeks,  regarded  the  invafion  of  Britain 
by  Julius  Caefar,  as  the  moft  glorious  of  his  ac- 
tions, and  that  which  redounded  moft  to  the  ho^ 
nour  of  their  empire. 

Upon  the  fame  principle  the  famous  emperor 
Trajan  was  fo  extremely  defirous  of  emulating  the 
example  of  Alexander,  and  carrying  the  terror  of 
the  Roman  arms  into  countries  which  their  ancef- 
tors  never  knew.  But,  the  notion  of  pulhing  con- 
quefts  in  this  manner,  however  it  may  dazzle  the 
eyes  of  the  admiring  multitude,  carries  in  it  no« 
thing  fo  truly  noble  as  the  projeft  of  difcovering 
countries  far  removed  from  other  parts  of  the  world 
by  vaft  tracks  of  fea ;  and  rendering  them  mutually 
vfeful  by  their  refpeftive  produftions :  and  though 
in  purfuing  this  train  of  reflexions  with  reference  to 
the  difcovery  of  America,  it  is  impoflTible  not  to  be 
checked  on  recolledting  the  horrid  pious  butcheries 
acted  by  the  avaritious  Spaniards  among  innocent 
nations  curfed  with  the  arrival  of  fuch  infernal  mif- 
fionaries ;  yet  it  is  hoped  the  extenfion  of  commerce, 
manufactures,  and  knowledge  of  every  kind,  among 
the  colonifts  and  natives  of  the  northern  parts  of 
that  vaft  continent,  and  that  glorious  fpirit  of  free- 
dom which  breathes  in  the  provincial  afTemblies, 
and  promifes  a  growth  of  ftrength  and  profperity, 
the  utmoft  extenfion  of  which  it  is  impofiible  to  fore- 
ice  i  it  is  hoped  this  Britiih  contraft  to  Spanifb  mif- 
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taken  policy,  may,  in  its  confequences,  difpofe  the 
future  generations  of  mankind,  for  the  credit  of 
humanity,  to  forget  the  miferies  fuffered  by  the 
paft.  But  to  return  from  this  almoft  unavoidable 
digreflfion. 

The  antients  were  under  an  abfolute  incapacity  of 
making  great,  difcoveries  by  fea  for  many  reafons, 
but  p^icularly  becaufe  they  had  no  jufl:  notion  of 
the  figure  of  the  earth :  they  were  very  indifferent 
aftronomers,  efpecially  with  regard  to  the  pradical 
part  of  that  fcience ;  and  were  able  to  make  no 
voyages  of  confequencc  for  want  of  knowing  the 
wonderful  direftive  property  of  the  loadftone. 

But  the  great  imperfeftion  of  the  antient  naviga- 
tion was  the  not  being  able  to  folve  that  necefTary 
problem,  the  finding  m  any  place  the  four  cardinal 
points,  and  fuch  intermediate  ones  as  were  neceflary ; 
without  doing  which,  it  was  fimply  impoffible  to 
fail  far :  they  therefore  durfl  not  truft  themfdves 
into  the  wide  ocean,  but  coafled  only  along  the 
Ihores,  that  they  might  by  fome  figns  know  where 
they  were.  In  the  day-time  indeed  they  were  able  to 
find  the  North  and  South,  or  a  meridian  line,  by 
the  Sun*s  rifing  and  fetting  ;  befide  which  they  had 
three  other  methods,  i .  By  the  ftars  at  night,  par- 
ticularly the  Little  Bear,  and  the  flar  in  its  tail,  cal- 
led the  Pole  Star,  which  was  much  famed  with  an- 
tiquity, and  fcrved  to  (hew  them  the  North,  and 
thereby  all  other  points.  For,  turning  their  face  to 
it,  the  Eaft  was  on  the  right,  the  Weft  on  the  left, 
and  the  South  behind  -,  and  they  had  a  circle  with 
the  points  on  it  •,  and,  bringing  the  North  and  South 
point  to  the  meridian  line,  the  other  points  were 
feen  at  once.  Another  method  they  had  was  by 
knowing  the  (ituation  of  the  (hores,  and  of  one  pro- 
montory from  another  :  for  when  one  point  was  thus 
known,  cither  from  the  maps,  or  by  obfervation 
and  experience,  they  could  in  failing  find  the  reft. 
But  then  they  could  not  go  far  from  the  fhores, 
which  diFcfted  them  as  to  thefe  points-,   as  iK^^ 
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could  not-  at  all  fwncs  ufe  the  fun  and  flars  for  that 
end.  A  thind  method  they  ufed  was  by  obferving 
the  points  they  had  run  in ;  for  knowing  how  they 
firft  direAed  the  fhip,  and  how  much  they  turned 
again  their  courfe  from  that  point,  they  knew  the 
other  points;  From  whence  the  reafon  appears  of 
their  imperfect  and  dangerous  failing ;  viz.  their  not 
knowing  the  points  in  the  wide  ocean,  fo  as  to  tell 
how  to  (leer.  This  third  method,  by  obferving  the 
Ihip's  courfe,  is  of  no  ufe  when  the  fhip  is  turned  to 
a  great  many  points  by  the  violence  of  the  winds 
and  waves.  Such  were  their  methods  of  finding 
the  meridian  lines,  which  were  fo  imperfect,  that 
they  durfl:  never  truft  themfelves  in  the  vdjQ:  oce^n  ^  it  is 
no  wonder  therefore  that  they  never  knew  America. 

The  application  of  the  properties  of  magnetifm 
to  the  conftrudion  of  the  compafs  had  brought 
about  confiderable  changes  in  the  art  of  navigatiofi, 
before  any  attempt  was  made  to  difcover  new  coun"- 
■  tries  by  failing  weftward  ;  for  there  were  great  diifi- 
culties  to  be  overcome,  before  any  defign  of  that 
ibrt  could  be  accompliflied.  The  veffels  in  ufe  at 
thofe  times  were  very  unfit  for  long  voyages,  in 
point  of  form,  capacity,  and  ftrength.  The  fea- 
men  had  very  little  experience,  were  naturally  in- 
clined to  coafling,  and  knew  not  enough  of  their  arc 
to  be  clearly  fatisfied  what  could,  or  what  could  not, 
be  performed  by  it.  Add  to  all  this,  that  their  flcill 
confiited  rather  in  pra6lifing  what  they  had  feen  be- 
fore, than  in  the  knowledge  of  any  fettled  principle 
of  fcience,  capable  of  directing  them  in  any  extra- 
ordinary cafes  that  might  happen  in  time  to  come. 
Their  obfervations  were  far  from  being  exaft ;  partly 
from  the  meannefs  of  their  kifiruments,  and  partly 
from  the  narrownefs  of  their  notions  about  the  ufe 
of  them. 

Neverthelefs,  many  years  before  the  voyages  of 
Columbus,  and  under  all  the  difadvantages  before- 
mentioned,  a  difcovery  of  America  is  fuppofed  to 
bave  been  made  by  fome  adventurers  from  this 
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ifland ;  if  any  claim  can  now  be  made  to  a  difcovery 
by  perlbns  who  were  thcmfclves  totally  loft.  The 
ftory  however,  as  it  is  the  earlieft  in  point  of  time, 
leems  to  merit  a  relation  as  well  as  any  other.  It 
aflerts  that  Madoc,  prince  of  Wales,  was  the  firft 
difcoverer  of  America,  and  the  detail  of  his  expedi- 
tion runs  thus.  He  flourifhed  in  the  twelfth  cen- 
tury, and  was  fon  of  Owen  Guynneth,  •  prince  of 
North  Wales  -,  his  brethren  raifing  a  civil  war  about 
the  divifion  of  his  father's  dominions,  he  chofe  rather 
to  go  to  fea  with  a  few  of  his  friends,  and  leek  out 
new  habitations,  than  run  the  hazard  of  what  might 
happen  in  this  difpute.  Accordingly,  about  the 
year  1170,  ftccring  due  Weft,  and  leaving  Ireland 
on  the  North,  he  came  to  an  unknown  country  \ 
where  he  fettled  a  colony ;  and,  returning  thence 
into  Wales,  carried  a  iecond  fupply  of  people,  but 
was  never  heard  of  more. 

That  the  country  he  went  to  was  really  America^ 
is  more,  perhaps,  than  can  be  proved  ;  but  that  this 
talc  was  invented  after  the  difcoverv  of  that  countn", 
on  purpofe  to  fet  up  a  prior  title,  is  moft  certainly 
falfe.  Meredith  ap  Rces,  who  died  in  1477,  and 
was  a  famous  Welch  poet,  compofed  an  ode  in  ho- 
nour of  this  Madoc,  wherein  was  contained  an  ac- 
count of  his  difcoverics.  Now  as  this  was  feveral 
years  before  Columbus  made  his  firft  voyage,  wc 
may  be  fure  that  this  was  really  a  Britifli  tradition, 
and  no  tale  of  late  contrivance. 

Others  again  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  it 
was  not  America,  but  Groenland,  to  which  our 
Welch  prince  failed.  In  proof  of  which  they  have 
obferved  that  this  country  was  well  known  in  thd 
niiith  and  tenth  centuries,  though  it  was  afterward 
loft.  But  neither  does  this  ftory  anfwer  that  pur- 
pofe •,  for,  it  is  evident,  the  courfe  does  by  no  means 
agree  with  it ;  (ince,  if  he  had  failed  to  that  country^ 
he  could  not  have  left  Ireland  to  the  North.  In  a 
very  ingenious  difcourfe  upon  this  fubjedt,  it  is 
uggefted,  that  prince  Madoc  landed  in  fonr.e  oart 
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of  Florida ;  that,  in  proccfs  of  time,  the  colony  he 
planted  there  proceeded  round  by  land,  and  reached 
the  northern  parts  of  Mexico,  which  country  they 
conquered,  and  were  thde  foreign  anceftors  of  the 
Mexicans,  of  whom  we  have  heard  fo  much  from 
the  Spanilh  writers  that  have  recorded  the  adven- 
tures of  Cortes.  To  ftrengthen  which  fuppoficion 
it  is  aflerted,  that  feveral  Britifh  words  have  beea 
difcovered  in  the  old  Mexican  language. 

All  this  however  can  be  little  more  than  mere 
conjedture,  to  which  there  are  no  bouhds  when  once 
indulged  ;  but  the  probability  of  his  failing  or  be- 
ing driven  to  fome  part  of  America,  may  neverthe- 
,lefs  be  very  readily  admitted :  and  this  probability 
i$  not  by  any  means  difcredited  by  no  certain  traces. 
6f  theni:  being  found,  on  our  better  acquaintance 
with  the  new  world.  In  thofe  unlettered  ages,  be- 
fore the  invention  of  the  compafs,  before  the  inven- 
tion of  printing,  and  before  the  invention  of  gun- 
powder, the  Welch  could  fcarcely  be  more  civilized 
than  the  Americans  they  are  fuppofed  to  have  found- 
out  i  and  had  very  few  advantages  of  any  kind  to 
boaft  over  them.  Prince  Madoc  can  hardly  be  ima- 
gined to  have  taken  any  great  number  of  men  with, 
him  in  thofe  early  days  of  navigation ;  and  if  his 
men  incorporated  with  the  natives,  and  difperfed, 
there  is  no  wonder  that  the  memory  of  their  arrival 
fliould  have  worn  away,  where  no  written  records 
fubfifted :  whereas  if  the  natives  dcftroyed  them,, 
there  was  a  (horter  period  put  to  their  memories 
altogether.  Add  to  which,  that  it  is  extremely  prob-  ^ 
able  Madoc  might  be  call  away  in  his  fecond  voyage; 
or  not  be  able  to  fteer  back  to  his  new  colony.  In 
cither  cafe  both  the  difcoverers  and  the  difcovery 
were  altogether  loft  to  their  country. 

That  an  event  fo  extraordinary  fhould  not  excite 
to  any  attempts  either  from  England  or  Wales,  to- 
ward following  or  finding  out  their  hardy  country- 
men and  their  new  fcttlement ;  is  only  to  be  account^ 
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ed  for  from  the  rude  ignorance  and  fupine  poverty 
of  chofe  times ;  when  the  human  mind  was  too  con- 
traded  to  find  any  internal  ftimulation  toward  dif- 
coveries  and  improvement.  The  fmall  degree  of 
learning  which  then  exifted  was  only  to  be  found 
in  cloifters  among  ecclefiaftics ;  by  whom  it  was  exer- 
cifed  and  employed  in  the  embarrafllng  diftin^ions, 
and  unmeaning  fubtilties ;  of  the  fchook.  They 
were  however  at  laft  roufed  from  their  ufelcfs  fpecq- 
J^tion  by  the  difcovery  of  the  compals,  which  open- 
ed the  way  to  the  invention  of  inftruments,  and  the 
calculation  of  tables  for  facilitating  the  methods  thea 
vied  in  making  celeftial  obfervations. 

Aflifted  by  thcfe  inventions,  mankind  began  to 
adventure  the  croffing  unknown  feas  -,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  their  firft  voyages  encouraged  them  to  attempt 
farther  difcoveries.  The  Portugueze  coafted  along 
great  part  of  Africa,  and  took  the  ifland  of  Ma- 
deira, with  thofe  of  Cape  de  Verde, 

But  thefe  attempts  were  only  pfpludes  to  the 
fcheme  of  Chriftopher  Columbus,  a  native  of  Ge^ 
noa,  who  undertook  to  extend  the  boundaries  which 
ignorance  had  given  to  the  world.  The  juft  idea 
that  this  great  man  had  formed  of  the  figure  of  the 
-earth  gave  birth  to  his  defign ;  but  the  maps,  more 
erroneous  than  his  conjedlurc,  made  him  miftake  the 
obje£t.  He  propofed  to  find  a  paflage  to  China  and 
India,  by  croffing  the  Weftern  Ocean.  Venice  and 
Genoa  were  then  almoft  the  only  trading  powers  in 
Europe ;  and  they  had  no  other  fupport  of  their 
power  but  their  commerce:  this  occalioned  a  rivaN 
fliip,  a  jealoufy,  and  divers  wars  between  them ;  but 
Venice  was  in  trade  far  fuperior :  (he  had  drawn  to 
hcrfclf  almofl  the  whole  commerce  of  India,  always 
one  of  the  moft  valuable  in  the  world,  and  then 
carried  on  only  by  way  of  Egypt  and  the  Red-fea. 
An  emulation  of  this  kind  might  probably  put  Co- 
lumbus on  finding  another  and  more  dirc6i:  pafTage 
to  the  Eaft  Indies,  and  by  that  m^ans,  of  transfer- 
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ring  this  profitable  trade  to  his  own  country.  But 
neither  what  he  fought,  nor  what  he  found,  were 
deftined  for  Genoa  j  he  however  performed  the  duty 
of  a  good  citizen,  and  made  his  firft  propofal  at 
home,  where  it  was  rejefted.  Difcharged  of  this 
obligation,  he  applied  to  the  court  of  France,  and 
meeting  with  no  better  fuccefs  there,  he  fent  his 
brother  Bartholomew  to  Henry  the  Seventh,  who 
then  filled  the  throne  of  England  ;  but  Bartholomew 
being  taken  and  plundered  by  pirates  in  his  paflage, 
was,  on  his  arrival  at  London,  reduced  to  fuch  ex- 
treme poverty,  as  rendered  him  unable  to  gain  an 
audience  of  his  Majefty,  till  by  drawing  and  felling 
charts,  he  acquired  fome  reputation,  and  put  him- 
felf  into  fuch  an  equipage  as  was  neceflary  for  his 
obtaining  accefs  to  the  king.  This  honour  he  ob- 
tained in  the  year  1488,  when  he  met  with  all  the 
fuccefs  that  could  be  defired,  and  aftually  entered 
into  an  agreement  with  Henry  VII.  on  behalf  of  his 
brother,  feveral  years  before  Chriftopher  clofed  with 
their  Catholic  Majeilies. 

In  the  me^n  time,  Chriftopher  applied  in  perfon 
to  the  court  of  Portugal,  where  his  offers  were  re- 
jefted, and  he  himfclf  infulted  and  ridiculed ;  but 
he  found  in  thefc  infults  and  this  ridicule,  a  newJn- 
citement  to  purfue  his  fcheme,  urged  forward  by 
the  ftings  of  anger  and  refentment. 

He  now  repaired  to  Caftile,  and  offered  his  fer- 
vice  to  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  where  he  exercifed 
his  intereft  and  his  patience  for  eight  years.  There 
is  a  fort  of  fcnthufiafm  in  all  projeftors  abfolutely 
neceflary  for  the  accomplilhment  of  their  fchemes, 
which  renders  them  proof  againft  the  moft  fatigu- 
ing delays,  the  moft  fhocking  infults,  and,  what  is 
fcverer  than  all,  the  prefumptuous  judgment  paflfed 
by  the  ignorant  on  their  defigns.  Columbus  had  a 
fufficient  fhare  of  this  quality  •,  but  his  patience  was 
at  laft  quite  exhaufted,  and  he  had  aftually  taken 
his  leave  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  in  order  to  pro- 
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icted  fa  England  in  queft  of  his  brother,  of  whofc  fate 
he  remained  entirely  ignorant.  He  was  however  un- 
cxpe&edly  recalled  by  the  queen  of  Cadile,  at  the 
earneft  perfuafion  of  Lewis  de  Saint  Angelo  her  con- 
fcflbr,  who  prevailed  upon  her  to  comply  with  the 
demands  of  Columbus^  and  even  lent  her  money  to 
promote  the  expedition. 

Chriftopher  was  immediately  appointed  admiral 
on  the  ocean,  to  enjoy  all  the  appointments,  prero- 
gatives, and  privileges  annexed  to  the  flags  of  Caf- 
tile  and  Leon  in  their  reipeftive  feas.  It  was  alfb  ^ 
agreed,  that  all  civil  employments  in  the  iflands 
and  continent  to  be  difcovered  fliould  be  wholly  at 
his  difpofal  1  that  all  governments  fliould  be  given 
to  one  of  thofe  perfons  he  fhould  name  -,  that  he 
fliould  appoint  judges  in  Spain  for  Indian  affairs ; 
that  over  and  above  the  lalary  and  perquifites  of 
admiral,  viceroy,  and  governor,  he  fliould  have  the 
tenth  of  all  that  was  bought,  bartered,  found,  or 
acquired  within  the  limits  of  his  admiralfliip,  aftet 
the  charge  of  the  conqueft  fliould  be  defrayed  ;  to- 
gether with  an  eighth  part  of  all  that  he  fliould 
bring  home  in  his  fleet  1  in  confideration  of  which, 
he  fliould  be  at  one  eighth  part  of  the  expence. 

As  foon  as  thefe  preliminaries  were  adjufled,  and 
his  commiflTion  and  grants  confirmed  by  their  Catho- 
lie  Majcfliies,  he  repaired  to  I'alos,  in  order  to  for* 
ward  his  equipment,  which  confiftcd  of  three  fmall 
veflels,  the  Santa  Maria^  admiral  Columbus,  the 
La  Pinia,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzon,  and  the  Z-j  Nina 
with  fquare  fails,  under  the  command  of  his  brother 
Vincent  Yancz  Pinzon,  both  natives  of  Palos. 

This  fmall  fleet  being  furnifhed  with  provifion, 
neceflaries,  and  manned  with  ninety  men,  failed  on 
Saturday  the  3d  day  of  Auguft,  1492 ;  but  next 
morning  the  rudder  of  the  La  Pinta  broke  loofe,  fo 
that  the  admiral  was  obliged  to  lie  to,  though  the 
weather  was  lb  rough  that  the  only  afTillance  he 
could  ^ve,  was  that  of  encouraging  the  crew  by 
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his  pitefcncc.  However,  Pinzon  the  captain,  who 
was  an  able  feaman,  foon  repaired  the  damage^ 
which  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  contrived  by  the 
matter,  who  was  avcrfe  to  the  voyage-,  and  they 
proceeded  tolerably  well  till  Tucfday,  when  the. 
ropes  by  which  the  rudder  had  been  fecured  gave 
way,  and  they  were  forced  again  to  lie  by,  until 
they  had  fupplied  the  defe£t,  to  as  to  (leer  the  ihip 
as  far  as  the  Canary  Iflands,  which  they  difcovered 
on  Thurlday  about  break  of  day.  Some  of  the  fu- 
peHlitious  failors  interpreted  this  accident  as  an  ill 
omen  %  but  Columbus  wifely  obfcrvcd,  that  no  omert 
could  be  evil  where  people  were  engaged  in  a  good 
defign :  and,  in  order  to  divert  their  attention  from 
fuch  unmanly  trifles  for  the  future,  he  inftrufted 
them  in  the  principles  of  navigation  and  geo« 
gfaphy. 

Columbus  waited  a  confiderable  time  to  purchafe 
another  veflel ;  but,  being  difappointed,  he  refolv- 
ed  to  repair  the  damaged  caraval  by  furnifhing  hcf 
with  a  new  rudder,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  alter 
the  fquare  fails  of  the  La  Nina,  that  (he  might  be 
the  more  able  to  keep  company  with  her  conforts  for 
the  future. 

Having  thus  refitted  and  improved  his  fleet,  the 
idmiral  left  the  Grand  Canaira  on  the  firft  of  Sep- 
tember, and  next  day  arrived  at  Gomera^  where 
Tome  time  being  fpent  in  laying  in  provifions,  wood^ 
and  water,  they  let  fail  on  Thurfday  the  6th,  and 
flood  away  to  the  weftward,  with  very  little  wind. 
On  Sunday  about  day-break  the  admiral  found  him- 
felf  nine  leagues  weft  of  the  ifland  of  Ferro,  where 
they  loft  fight  of  land,  and  many  people  on  board 
wept  bitterly,  from  an  apprehenfion  they  fhould 
never  fee  it  more.  Columbus  perceiving  this  de- 
fr:  ondence,  which  he  was  afraid  would  infeft  the 
whute  company,  comforted  them  with  the  moft  con- 
fident afiurances  of  wealth  and  profperity,  and  though 
they  failed  eighteen  leagues  that  day>  pretended  they 
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liad  made  no  more  than  fifteen,  refolving  to  difguiie 
his  reckoning  in  this  manner  during  the  whole  voyage^ 
that  thoie  fpiritlefs  mortals  might  not  think  them- 
felves  fo  far  as  they  really  were  trom  Spain. 

On  Wcdnefday  the  izthof  Septemb:rr,  bring  150 
leagues  weft  of  Ferro,  the  admiral  discovered  the 
body  of  a  large  tree,  which  feen^ed  to  have  been  a 
long  time  floating  on  the  water.  Here  he  found  a 
current  letting  ftrongly  to  the  nonh-eaft ;  and  whea 
he  had  run  fifty  leagues  farther  weftward,  he,  on  the 
13th,  in  the  twilight,  perceived  the  needle  varying 
half  a  point  towards  the  north-eafl,  and  at  day-break 
half  a  point  more.  He  was  greatly  furprifed  by  this 
variation,  which  had  never  been  obfcr\'cd  berfore  •,  but 
he  had  reafon  to  be  ftiU  more  amazed,  when  failing 
about  1 00  leagues  farther,  he  found  the  needies  va- 
ried about  a  point  to  the  nor:h-eaft  at  night,  and  in 
the  morning  pointed  directly  nonh. 

On  the  14th  the  people  on  board  the  La  Nina  had 
been  furprifed  at  fighr  of  a  heron  and  tropic  bird  :  but 
the  next  day  they  were  itill  more  aitoniihed,  when 
they  faw  the  fca,  in  a  manner,  covered  with  greea 
and  yellow  weeds,  which  feemed  to  have  been  lately 
walhed  away  from  fome  rock  or  iflanii.  This  pheno- 
menon gave  them  reafon  to  conclude  that  they  were 
fiear  fome  land,  elpecially  as  they  perceived  a  live 
lobfter  floating  among  thcfe  weeds  -,  and  afterwards 
found  the  fea  water  grow  let's  fait  as  they  advanced : 
vaft  (hoals  of  tunny  RQi  alfo  attended  their  fleet. 

The  J  8  th  of  September,  Martin  Alonzo  Pinzoo, 
captain  of  the  Pinta,  being  a-head,  lay  to  for  the  ad- 
miral, and  informed  him,  that  he  had  feen  a  great 
number  of  birds  flying  to  the  Weftward,  fo  that  he 
expedled  that  night  to  difcovcr  land,  which  indeed 
he  thought  was  already  vifible  at  about  fifteen  leagues 
diftant  to  the  northward.  But  the  admiral  was  con- 
vinced of  its  being  a  deception,  and  therefore  would 
lofc  no  time,  in  altering  his  courfc,  notwithftanding 
the  folicitations  of  his  people,  who  were  very  well 
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difpofed  to  credit  fuch  an  agreeable  illufion.  How- 
ever, as  the  wind  began  to  frefhen,  they  took  in  their 
topfails  at  night;  and  on  the  19th  of  September,  in 
the  morning,  the  admin^l  feeing  a  number  of  fea-guUs, 
began  to  conceive  hopes  of  land,  from  which  he  fup- 
polcd  thefc  fowl  would  not  fly  a  great  way  :  he  there- 
fore founded,  but  found  no  bottom  with  a  line  oif 
200  fathoms ;  however,  he  perceived  the  current  now 
fet  to  the  fouth-weft.  Three  days  after  they  took  a 
bird  like  an  heron,  faw  abundance  of  weeds,  and  in 
the  evening  were  vifue^  by  three  land  birds  finging, 
which  flew  away  at  day-break,  and  confirmed  the  ad- 
miral in  the  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  far  from 
land.  Next  day,  they  faw  a  tropic  bird,  and  fuch  a 
quantity  of  weeds,  as  alarmed  the  people,  who  be- 
gan to  fear  that  their  courfe  would  be  impeded. 

The  wind  now  blew  from  the  fouth-weft,  which 
though  contrary,  gave  Columbus  great  fatisfaftion, 
as  he  could  now  convnnce  the  crew  of  the  vanity  of 
their  fears,  in  fuppofing,  that  as  the  wind  had  been 
always  right  a-ftern,  tney  fliould  never  have  a  fair 
gale  to  carry  them  back  to  their  own  country.  But 
in  fpight  qf  all  his  reafons  and  remonftrances,  the 
crew.begaii  to  murmur,  from  an  apprehenfion  of 
perifliing  at  fea,  in  queft  of  a  country  which  in  all 
probability  had  no  exiftence ;  and  their  difeontent 
rofe  to  fuch  a  height,  that  a  mutiny  would  certainly 
have  enfued,  had  not  a  brifk  wind  fprung  up  at  weft- 
north-wcft,  and  demonftrated  that  they  would  always 
have  a  chance  for  returning,  notwithftanding  the  in- 
finuations  of  fome,  who  had  affirmed  that  the  firft 
change  was  no  fettled  breeze,  but  a  tranfient  pufl^, 
which  made  no  imprefiion  upon  the  furface  of  the 
fea.  At  the  fame  time  their  hopes  of  difcovering  land 
were  revived,  by  the  fight  of  a  dove  that  flew  over 
the  fliip,  and  feyeral  fmall  birds  that  came  from  the 
weft. 

But  the  mortification  of  the  people  was  greater  in 
proportion  as  they  had  been  elated  by  thel'e  figns, 
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^hen  they  found  themfelves  difappointed :  and  now, 
they  not  only  loudly  complained,  but  even  began  to 
cabal  againll  the  admir^,  who  they  faid,  from  a 
foolifh  and  ill-grounded  notion,  had  formed  the  de* 
lign  of  raifing  his  own  family  and  fortune  at  their  ex- 
pcnce.  They  declared  that  they  had  already  pro- 
ceeded far  enough  to  demonftrate  their  courage  and 
perfeverance,  and  that  it  was  now  high  time  to  re- 
turn to  their  friends  and  country,  even  though  tbrce 
fhould  be  ncccffary  to  obtain  the  admiral's  confent. 
It  was  even  actually  propofed  to  throw  him  over- 
board, and  to  declare  at  their  return,  that  while  he 
was  eagerly  employed  in  making  obfervations,  he 
cafualiy  dropped  into  the  ocean. 

This  fpirit  of  mutiny  among  the  failors  was  not  un- 
known to  Columbus,  who  exened  uncommon  addrefs 
in  quelling  It;  fomctimes  by  rcprefenting  the  duty 
they  owed  to  him,  who  was  veiled  with  a  legal  au- 
thority, which  he  was  relblved  to  maintain  at  the 
hazard  of  his  life ;  and  fomctimes  by  reproaching 
them  with  their  impatience  and  pufillanimity,  which 
even  the  mod  apparent  figns  of  land  could  not  re- 
move. In  a  word,  he  demonftrated  the  folly  of  their 
fears,  foothed  the  anxiety  of  their  minds,  and  encou- 
raged their  hopes,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  prevented 
them  from  taking  any  rcfolution  to  the  prejudice  of 
the  cnterprize. 

On  the  25th  day  of  September,  about  fun-fetting, 
Pinzon,  whole  fhip  was  a-head  of  the  admiral,  all  of 
a  fudden,  called  out.  Land!  land!  and  pointed  to- 
wards the  fouth-weft,  where  they  perceived  fome- 
thing  like  an  ifland,  about  twenty-five  leagues  dif- 
tant :  this  appearance  was  fo  agreeable  to  the  men, 
that  they  gave  thanks  to  God  with  great  fervency  of 
devotion  ;  and  though  Columbus  was  perfuaded  it 
was  nothing  more  than  a  deception,  yet,  in  com- 
pliance with  their  clamorous  demand,  (lood  towards 
the  fuppofed  ifland,  during  the  beft  part  of  the  night ; 
\>\jt  in  the  morning  they  faw  it  vanifh  in  the  clouds. 
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on  which  their  defpondency  returned,  and  they  rt; 
newed  their  complaints.  The  admiral  however  per- 
ijfted  in  thc'execution  of  his  purpore,  with  a  fteadi- 
Dcfs  and  intrepidity  peculiar  to  htmfeJf.  Three  days 
after,  they  perceived  the  currents  were  altogether  ir- 
regular v  and  on  the  29th  they  faw  ibme  gulls,  and 
abundance  of  flying  filli. 

On  the  ftrrt:  day  of  Oilober,  the  pilot  of  the  ad- 
miral's (hip  was  by  account  578  leagues  weft  of  the 
illindot  Fcrro;  though  the  reckoning  of  Columbus 
aTnour.ced' to  ^7.  On  the  third,  feeing  no  birds, 
they  conjectured  that  they  had  palTed  between  fome 
iflands  -,  and  the  men  earneftly  entreated  the  admiral 
ID  fteer  either  to  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  in  qucft 
of  the  land  ihcy  imagined  they  had  left:  but  he  re- 
futed to  comply  with  their  intreaties,  being  unwilling 
to  lofe  the  favourable  wind  that  tarried  him  to  the 
wcftward,  which  he  accounted  his  fureft  courfe,  and 
would  not  take  any  rtcp  to  leflen  the  reputation  of 
his  undertaking,  which  muft  have  fuHlTcd  in  the 
opinion  of  his  people,  had  he  changed  his  courfe 
from  that  which  he  had  all  along  aflurcd  them  would 
terminaie  in  the  accompHftimcnt  of  their  wilhes. 
This  fortitude  of  the  admiral  they  interpreted  into  . 
obtlinacy  and  madnefs,  and  were  actually  on  the  brink 
of  taking  fome  defperate  liep  to  his  prirjudice,  when 
their  fury  was  appeafed  by  the  arrival  of  above  forty 
fparrows,  and  ibme  other  land  birds  that  came  from 
the  wcftward,  and  Hew  over  their  fleet. 

On  the  7t!i  of  October,  fome  imperfcifl  figns  of 
land  appeared  in  that  quarter,  but  no  man  on  board 
would  venture  to  mention  it,  becaufe  their  catholic 
majellies,  who  jiad  promifed  a  penfion  of  thirty  crowns 
for  life,  to  him  who  ftiould  firft  difcovcr  land,  had 
likewilu  decreed,  that  whofoever  Ihould  cry  land  I 
three  days  before  it  was  actually  made,  Ihould  forfeit 
the  rewjrd,  even  though  it  (hould  afterwards  prove 
that  he  was  really  th»  firft  perfon  who  perceived  it. 
Bui  nutwithftanding  this  precaution,  thcNina,  which 

being 
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being  the  bed  Taller,  kept  always  a-head,  fired  a  gun, 
and  hoilttd  her  colours,  in  token  ot  land  \  but  ths 
farther  they  failed,  the  more  they  were  convinced  of 
their  mirtakej  for  the  appearance  that  inifled  chctn 
totally  vanithed  as  they  advanced.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, they  were  in  fonic  meafure  confoled  for  their 
dilappoinimenr,  by  fligius  of  large  towl  and  fmail 
land  birds  flying  towards  the  fouth-wcft  :  and  the  ad- 
miral being  fully  pcrfuaded  that  they  could  nut  go 
far  [o  fea,  he  in  imitation  of  the  Portugucfe,  who  had 
dilcovcrcd  many  iilands  by  following  the  dirt^tioa 
of  fuch  birds,  altered  his  courfe  and  ftood  to  the 
fouth-weft,  having  how  run  750  leagues  to  the  wclt- 
Ward  of  the  Ca.  aries. 

On  the  8th  of  Oftober  they  were  vificed  by  twelve 
llnging  birds,  of  different  colours,  and  law  a  great 
number  of  jays,  guUa,  and  ducks,  flying  towards  the 
fouth-wett ;  they  likewife  perceived  the  air  to  be  frefh 
and  odoriferous,  as  at  Sevil  in  the  month  of  April: 
but  the^rew  had  been  io  often  deceived,  tliat  even 
thefe  certain  figns  could  not  fupprels  their  murmurs, 
which,  during  the  two  fucceeding  days,  increafcd  to 
fuch  a  degree,  in  fpitc  of  all  the  eiTorts  of  the  admiral, 
that  he  would  not  have  been  able  much  longer  to 
■wilhftand  the  rtorm,  which  was  ready  to  burft  upon 
his  head,  had  not  fuch  evident  tokens  of  their  being 
near  tire  land  appeared,  as  could  not  be  difputed  but 
by  the  molt  obltinatc  and  incredulous  among  them. 

On  the  nth  of  Oftobcr,  thofe  on  board  of  the 
admiral  t'aw  a  green  rufli,  together  with  a  Urge  rock 
filh,  fwim  by  the  Ihipj  the  people  of  the  Pmta  dif- 
covcrcd  a  cane  floating,  and  took  up  a  ftaft'curioufly 
wrought,  together  with  a  fmall  board,  and  abundance 
of  weeds,  newly  walhed  from  the  banks  on  v>hich 
they  grew.  A  branch  of  thorn  full  of  red  berries 
was  alio  at  the  fame  time  perceived  by  the  crew  of 
I  he  Nina. 

Being  therefore  now  affured  of  the-viciniiy  of  Jand, 

the  admiral  harangued  his  men  at  night,  after  prayers, 

reminding 
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reminding  them  of  the  mercy  of  God,  iii  grantini 
them  fair  weather  during  fuch  a  long  voyage,  ani 
exhorting  them  to  be  extremely  vigilant  for  that 
night,  as  he  firmly  expe&ed  to  fee  land  next  day ; 
and  in  order  to  encourage  them,  not  only  mentioned 
the  penfion  of  thirty  crowns,  but  alfo  promifed  to  give 
a  velvet  doublet  to  him  who  fliould  be  the  firft  dif- 
coverer.  After  this  fpeech,  he,  about  ten  o'clock  at 
night,  retired  to  the  great  cabbin,  from  whence  per-* 
ceiving  what  he  imagined  to  be  a  light  on  (hore,  he 
called  to  one  Peter  Gutierres,  who  foon  plainly  faw  it, 
and  conjectured  it  to  be  a  candle  or  torch  belonging 
to  fome  fifherman  or  traveller,  becaufe  it  feemed  to 
move,  vanifti,  and  appear  by  turns.  •  This  increafed 
their  vigilance  and  caution,  though  they  dill  held  on 
their  courfe  till  about  two  in  the  morning,  when  the 
Pinta  being  far  a-head  gave  the  fignal  of  land,  which 
was  firft  difcovered  by  a  failor,  called  Roderick  de 
Triana,  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues :  but  the  pen- 
fion was  granted  to  the  admiral,  who  had  perceived 
the  light  fome  hours  before.  The  Ihips  now  all  lay 
to,  and  the  people  waited  for  morning  with  the 
utmoft  impatience,  that  they  might  feaft  their  eyes 
with  viewing  an  objed  fo  long  and  fo  ardently  de- 
fired. 

Nor  were  they  now  difappointed ;  for  the  dawn  no 
fooner  appeared,  than  they  perceived  an  ifland,  about 
fifteen  leagues  in  length,  almoft  one  continued  plain, 
covered  with  trees,  fupplied  with  delicious  ftreams, 
and  havin<r  a  larore  lake  in  the  middle.     It  was  inha- 

D  O 

bited  by  a  number  of  people,  who  ran  down  to  the 
ftiore  aftonilhed  at  the  fight  of  the  fliips,  which  they 
at  firft  miftook  for  living  creatures.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Spaniards  were  inflamed  by  the  moft  eager 
curiofity,  to  know  the  particulars  of  this .  interefting 
difcovery :  and  the  veflcls  were  no  fooner  brought  to 
an  anchor,  than  the  admiral  went  afhore  with  his  boat 
weU  armed,  and  the  royal  ftandard  difplayed,  at- 
tended 
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tended  by  the  other  two  captains  in  their  refpe£Uvc 
boats^  with  the  panicular  enfigns  of  this  enterprize.  • 

They  were  no  fooner  landed  than  they  kneekd  on 
the  fhore,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his  indulgence^ 
and  kifled  the  ground  with  tears  of  joy.  The  adnriiral 
then  {landing  up,  called  the  iiland  St.  Salvador  *,  and 
took  pofleffion  of  it  for  their  catholic  majefties,  with 
the  iblemnity  proper  on  fuch  occafions.  This  ccre- 
mony  being  performed,  he  was  acknowledged  as  ad«- 
miral  and  viceroy,  by  the  Spaniards,  who  now  im* 
plored  his  pardon  for  the  affronts  and  infults  he  liad 
fuftained  from  their  fear  and  want  of  refolution,  and 
readily  fwore  to  obey  him  as  the  rcprefentative  of 
their  catholic  majefties. 

A  multitude  of  the  Indians  being  prefent  at  the 
tranfaftion,  and  appearing  to  be  very  fimple,  quiet, 
and  peaceable,  Columbus  diftributed  among  them 
fome  red  caps,  (Irings  of  glafs  beads/and  other  things 
of  fmall  value,  whkh  they  received  with  tran/port ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  his  (hip,  fome  of  them  fwam 
after  him,  and  others  followed  in  canoes  with  parrots, 
bottoms  of  fpun  cotton,  javelins,  and  other  trifles, 
to  barter  for  beads,  bells,  and  other  inconfiderable 
toys.  Few  of  them  feemed  to  be  above  the  age  of 
thirty.  They  were  of  a  middle  ftature,  well  ftiaped, 
of  an  olive  colour,  with  thick  lank  black  hair,  gene- 
rally cut  fhort  above  the  ears,  though  fome  let  ic 
grow  down  to  their  fhoulders,  and  tied  it  about  their 
he^d  like  the  trefles  of  women :  their  countenances 
were  open,  and  their  features  regular ;  but  their  high 
foreheads  gave  a  wildnefs  to  their  afpeft.  The  faces 
of  fome,  and  bodies  of  others,  were  painted  black, 
white,  and  red ;  and  all  of  them,  female  as  well  as 
male,  were  (lark  naked.  So  little  were  they  ac- 
quainted with  European  arms,  that  they  handled  a 
naked  fword  by  the  edge,  without  fufpefting  its  miC* 
chievous  quality  5  they  uled  javelins  of  wood,  armed 

*  Now  known  by  the  name  of  Cat-iiland* 

wUlv 
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with  fi(h-bone,  being  totally  deftitute  of  iron.  And 
the  Spaniards  obferring  that  they  had  marks  of 
wounds  on  their  bodies,  fome  of  them  were  aflced  by 
figns  how  thef$  fears  were  acquired  ^  They  anfwered^ 
in  the  fame  kind  of  language^  that  they  received 
them  in  their  own  defence,  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
other  iflands,  who  came  with  a  view  to  enflave  them. 
They  feemed  to  be  an  ingenious  people,  and  pofTefled 
a  volubility  of  tongue,  fo  as  to  repeat  the  words  they 
heard  with  a  very  diftinA  pronunciation. 

The  next  morning  being  the  igth  of  Qdober,  a 
great  number  of  thefe  Indians  came  aboard  in  their 
canoes,  which  are  made  by  hollowing  the  trunk  of  a 
tree,  fome  of  them  being  fo  fmall  as  to  hold  one  per- 
fon  only,  and  others  large  enough  to  contain  forty  : 
they  were  rowed  with  paddles,  and  fo  light,  that  if 
they  chance  to  be  ovcrfer,  the  rowers  couldeafily  turn 
them  again,  and  empty  the  water  with  calabafties, 
which  for  that  purpofe  they  always  carried  wjth 
them. 

Thefe  Indians  had  neither  jewels  nor  any  kind  of 
metal,  except  fome  fmall  plates  of  gold  that  hung  an 
their  noftrils,  and  as  they  exprefTed  by  figns,  camo 
from  the  fouth  and  ibuth-weft,  where  there  were 
many  princes,  iflands,  and  countries.  *, 

At  the  fame  time  they  were  fo  fond  of  pofTefllng 
any  thing  belonging  to  the  Spaniards,  that  if  they 
could  pick  up  a  bit  of  broken  rartheh  ware  upon  the 
deck,  they  would  leap  into  the  iiea  and  fwim  sShon 
with  it.  They  were  ready  to  exchange  any  thing  they 
had  for  the  greateft  trifles,  and  fome  of  them  gave 
five  and  twenty  pounds  of  well  fpun  cotton  for  three 
fmall  pieces  of  Portugiicfe  brafs  coin  not  worth  a  far- 
thing; not  that  they  believed  the  things  they  pur- 
chafed  were  of  any  intrinfic  value,  but  becaufe  they 
were  defirous  of  prefcrving  fome  memorial  of  thofe 
white  men,  whom  they  looked  upon  as  people  de- 
fcended  from  heaven. 

I  Oa 
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On  die  14th  of  October,  the  admiral  in  his  boats 
coaAed  the  ifland  toward  the  norch-weft,  until  he 
found  a  large  bay  or  harbour,  lai^e  enough  to  contaia 
all  the  ffaips  of  Europe.  He  was  attended  by  mut 
titudes  of  the  inhabitants,  exprefling  their  wonder  and 
regard  by  a  thouiand  gelliculations.  At  length  the 
admiral  arrived  at  a  peninfula,  where  he  faw  half  a 
dozen  of  their  houfes  and  plantations,  as  pleafant  as 
thofeof  Callile  in  the  month  of  May.  But,  finding 
this  was  not  the  land  he  looked  for,  he  took  fevcn  of 
thcfe  Indians  to  ferve  as  interpreters,  and  returning  to 
his  fhips  failed  on  the  difcovery  of  other  iflands  vifible 
from  the  peninfula. 

The  next  day,  after  failing  fevcn  leagues,  he  ar- 
rived at  the  weft  end  of  one  of  thcle  iflands,  about 
Icn  leagues  in  length,  which  he  denominated  St. 
Mary  of  the  Conception;  but,  perceiving  no  differ- 
ence between  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  and  thole 
of  Sl  Salvador,  nor  any  thing  worth  notice  in  its 
produAions,  he  continued  his  courfc  weltward,  and 
anchored  upon  the  coaft  of  a  much  larger  ifland,  ex- 
tending north-weft  and  fouth-caft,  above  eight  and 
twenty  leagues.  Before  he  reached  this  pleafant  fpor, 
which  he  named  Fernandina,  he  took  up  an  Indian  in 
a  fmall  canoe,  fumiflicd  with  a  piece  of  their  bread,  a 
calabafli  full  of  water,  and  a  little  earth  like  vermi- 
lion, widi  which  thofe  people  paint  their  bodies  i  he 
was  likewife  provided  with  fome  dry  leaves,  valued 
for  their  agreeable  and  wholefome  fmell ;  and  a  littJe 
bafltet,  containing  a  firing  of  glafs  beads,  and  two 
fmall  pieces  of  Portuguefe  money  j  from  which  cir- 
cumftanccs  it  appeared  he  was  bound  from  St.  Salva- 
dor to  Fernandina,  with  the  ftrange  news  of  the  ad- 
.  xnirars  arrival }  but  the  voyage  being  long,  he  was 
.weary  with  paddling,  and  deGred  to  be  taken  on 
board.  Columbus  granted  his  requeft,  treated  him 
courteouQy,  and  fent  him  on  Ihore,  that  he  might 

Srepoflefs  the  natives  of  Fernandina  in  favour  of  the 
paniards.    The  fucce&  anfwered  the  admiral's  ex- 
pcftiuotvy 
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peftjltion  ;  for,  in  confequencc  of  the  favourable  ac- 
count given  by  the  Indian,  the  iflanders  came  aboard 
in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the  fame  fort  of  com- 
modities found  at  St.  Salvador ;  but  thejr  feemed  to 
have  more  fagacity  than  the  other,  and  made  more 
advantageous  bargains  :  they  had  fome  cotton  cloth 
in  their  houfcs,  and  the  women  wore  a  kind  of  fhort 
petticoat  or  fwathe  round  the  middle.  Here  were 
fome  trees  that  feemed  to  have  been  ingrafted,  as  they 
bore  leaves  or  branches  of  four  or  five  feveral  forts : 
there  was  plenty  of  fifh,  of  different  fhapes  and  co- 
lours, lizards,  and  fnakes,  and  fome  dogs,  which 
however  did  not  bark  -,  their  houfes  were  built  like 
tents,  almoil  entirely  void  of  furniture  -,  and  the  beds 
in  which  they  lay,  were  like  nets  hanging  from  two 
pods.  Columbus,  finding  nothing  valuable  in  this 
ifland,  failed  on  the  19th  of  Oftober  to  another,  on 
which  he  bellowed  the  name  of  Ifabella,  in  honour  of 
her  catholic  majcfty.  This  far  exceeded  the  others 
in  goodnels,  beauty,  and  extent.  It  abounded  with 
delicious  ftreams,  pleafant  meadows  and  groves,  and 
the  profpecl  was  finely  diverfified  with  hills,  which 
the  reft  wanted.  The  admiral,  enamoured  of  its 
beauty,  landed  to  perform  the  ceremony  of  taking 
pofledion,  and  walked  through  fome  meadows  as 
green  and  delightful  as  thofe  of  Spain  in  the  month 
of  April.  Here  the  ear  was  raviflied  with  the  fongs 
of  nightingales  and  other  birds,  which  not  only  hop- 
ped from  bough  to  bough,  but  even  flew  through 
the  air  in  fuch  fwarms  as  darkened  the  day.  Near 
one  of  the  lakes,  of  which  there  was  great  plenty,  the 
Spaniards,  with  their  fpears,  killed  an  alligator  feven 
feet  long,  which  though  at  that  time  they  looked  up- 
on with  horror,  they  afterwards  Ikinned  and  ate, 
being  the  molt  delicious  food  ufed  among  the  Indians^ 
by  whom  they  are  called  yvanas. 

Having  made  himfclf  acquainted  with  the  produce 
of  Ilabella,  and  the  manners  of  its  inhabitants,  Co- 
lumbus  was    unwilling  to  bfe   more   time  among 

thofe 
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thofe  iflands,  and  therefore  fee  fail  with  a  fair  vrind 
for  a  large  country,  extolled  by  the  Indians,  under 
the  name  of  Cuba,  lying  towards  the  fouth ;  at  the 
north  fide  of  which  he  arrived  on  the  28th  of  Odober. 
This  land  exhibited  a  molt  enchanting  variety  of  hills 
and  dales,  woods  and  plains,  and  appeared  to  be  of 
great  coniequence,  by  the  extent  of  its  coafls,  and 
the  largenels  of  its  rivers. 

The  admiral,  in  order  to  obtain  fome  intelligence 
of  the  natives,  anchored  in  a  large  river,  the  banks 
of  which  were  (haded  by  thick  and  tall  trees,  adorned 
with  bloflbms  and  fruit  altogether  unknown  in  Eu- 
rope, and  the  ground  was  clothed  with  grafs  of  a  mod 
luxuriant  growth.  The  Spaniards  entered  two  houfcs 
which  were  deferted  by  the  people,  who,  terrified  at 
the  appearance  of  the  fhips,  had  betaken  themfelves 
to  flight.  They,  however,  fuftained  no  damage ; 
for  the  Chriftians,  without  touching  any  of  their 
utenfils,  reimbarked,  and  continued  their  courfe 
weftward,  until  they  arrived  at  the  mouth  of  another 
river,  which  the  admiral  called  de  Mares.  This  be- 
ing more  confiderable  than  the  other,  the  fhips  en- 
tered and  failed  up  a  good  way,  and  the  banks  were 
all  along  inhabited  ^  but  here  too  the  natives  fled, 
with  all  the  efFedts  they  could  carry,  to  the  mountains, 
which  appeared  round  and  lofty,  covered  with  ver- 
dant and  (lately  trees. 

Senfible  that  he  (hould  never  be  able  to  learn  the 
nature  of  this  ifland,  if  the  inhabitants  (hould  conti- 
nue to  avoid  him  in  this  manner,  and  fearing  to  in- 
creafe  their  terror  by  landing  a  number  of  men,  Co- 
lumbus ordered  two  Chrittians,  attended  by  an  In- 
dian of  St.  Salvador,  and  another  of  Cuba,  who  had 
ventured  to  come  aboard  with  his  canoe,  to  travel 
up  into  the  country,  and  endeavour,  by  an  engaging 
behaviour,  to  remove  the  terror  of  the  people. 
In  the  mean  time  he  direfted  the  (hip  to  be  careened  : 
on  which  occafioo  he  obferved  that  tlieir  fuel  was 
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maftick  wood,  of  which  there  Was  grclt  plenty  all 
over  the  ifland. 

By  the  5th  of  November  the  fliip  was  rep'aii^  and 
ready  to  fail,  wlicn  the  two  Spaniards  returned,  Ac- 
companied by  two  Indians  of  rank,  and  inf6rmed  the 
admiral  that  they  had  travelled  twelve  leagues  into  the 
country,  where  they  found  a  town  confifting  of  fifty 
wooden  houfcs  covered  with  draw,  made  like  thote 
in  the  other  idands,  which  contained  about  one  thou- 
fand  perfons ;  that  they  were  met  by  the  principal 
men  of  the  place,  who  led  them  by  the  arms  to  thfe 
town,  where  they  were  accommodated  with  a  fpacious 
lodging,  and  feated  upon  wooden  benches,  formed 
ivt  the  fhapes  of  (Irange  animals,  with  their  tails  lifted 
rtp  fo)*  leaning  places,  and  eyes  and  ears  of  gold. 
Being  feated  on  thefe  benches,  the  Indians  took  their 
places  round  them  on  the  floor,  and  came  one  by  one 
to  kifs  the  hands  and  feet  of  thefe  ftrangers,  whont 
they  fuppofed  to  have  come  from  heaven  :  they,  at 
the  fame  time,  treated  them  with  fome  boiled  roots> 
not  unlike  chefnuts  in  tafte,  and  earneftly  ihtreated 
them  to  flay  fome  days,  to  repofe  and  refrelh  them- 
felves.  After  the  men  had  thus  fulfilled  the  rites  of 
l^ofpitality,  they  retired  and  made  room  for  the 
women,  who,  with  the  fame  exprcflions  of  venera^ 
tR>nv  kitkd  their  hands  and  feet,  and  (entertained 
them  with  their  homely  fare.  This  favourable  re-' 
ception  they  owed  to  their  two  Indian  attendants, 
who  had  reprefented  the  Spaniards  ds  a  humane  and 
generous  people. 

When  they  fet  out  on  their  return  for  the  fhip,  a 
great 'number  of  people  propofed  to  accompany 
them ;  bu€  they  refuled  this  courteous  offer,  and 
would  accept  of  none  but  the  king  and  his  fon^ 
whom  the  admiral  treated  with  great  civility  and  rc- 
fpeft  Under  the  proteftion  of  this  cfcorte,  the 
two  Spaniards  were  kindly  entertained  at  feveral 
petty  towns,  and  met  with  a  great  number  of  the 
inhabitants,   who  always  carried  lighted  brands  to 
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ktildle  tticir  fircsi  with  which  they  roafted  thofc  roots 
which  conftttuted  their  chief  fo(>d,  and  to  peifume 
themfelves  with  certain  herbs  they  gathered  for  that 
putpofe.  They  likewife  faw  a  variety  of  birds  and 
sywl,  among  which  were  partridges  and  nightingales, 
but  no  quadrupeds,  except  thofe  iilent  dogs  we  have 
already  mcDtioned  :  great  part  of  the  land  was  cul- 
tivated, and  bore,  befides  the  bread-root,  and  a  fort 
of  beans,  a  kind  of  grain  called  maiz,  of  which 
was  made  a  very  well  tailed  Aour.  Their  principal 
manufaAure  was  cotton,  gathered  from  trees  grow- 
ing rpontaneoully,  without  the  lead  care  or  culture. 
The  Indians  afterwards  carried  great  quantities  of 
this  cotton  on  board  the  Ihips,  where  they  ex- 
changed a  bafket  full  for  a  thong  of  leather  -,  in- 
deed it  could  be  of  no  great  value  to  themfelves,  as 
they  go  naked,  and  make  nothing  of  it  but  ham- 
mocks and  Ihort  aprons  for  the  women. 

They  had  neither  gold,  pearls  nor  fpices,  but 
pointed  towards  the  ealt,  to  a  country  called  Bohio, 
where  all  thefe  particulars  abounded. 

In  confequence  of  this  information,  the  admiral 
rcfolved  to  fail  thither ;  but  before  he  departed  from 
Cuba,  he  took  twelve  Indians,  men,  women,  and 
children,  whom  he  intended  to  carry  into  Spain ; 
and  this  feizure  was  made  with  fo  little  diftur- 
bance,  chat  a  man  who  was  a  hufband  to  one  of 
the  females,  came  aboard  in  his  canoe,  and  begged 
he  might  accompany  his  wife  and  children :  the  ad- 
.tiiral,  being  very  well  pleafed  with  this  jnftance  of 
natural  affedion,  granted  his  requefl,  and  treated 
them  with  great  tendernefs  and  refpe6t. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  Ire  returned  to  the 
caftward  in  fearch  of  the  idand  of  Bohio ;  but  the 
wind  blowing  hard  at  north,  he  was  obliged  to  coitie 
to  an  anchor  again,  among  fome  high  lands  near  a 
large  harbour,  which  he  called  del  Principe ;  the 
fea  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  port,  being  co- 
vered with  idands  that  lay  fo  clofe  together,  that  the 
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greateft  diftance  between  any  two  of  theni  did  not 
exceed  a  quarter  of  a  league :  they  produced  a 
number  of  green  trees,  among  others  the  mafticy 
aloes,  and  palm. 

Columbus,  on  the  ipth  of  November,  put  to  fca, 
from  Prince's  Port,  ftcered  eaftward  for  the  ifland 
of  Bohio  or  Hifpaniola ;  but  the  wind  being  con- 
trary, he  was  forced  to  ply  two  or  three  days  be- 
tween the  idands  of  Cuba  and  Ifabella.  During 
this  interval,  he  was  deferted  by  Martin  Alonzo 
Pinzon,  who  having  been  informed  by  fome  Indians 
whom  he  had  concealed  in  his  caraval,  that  Bohio 
abounded  with  gold,  made  ufe  of  the  advantage  he 
derived  from  his  veflel,  which  was  a  prime  failer, 
and  left  C6lumbus  in  the  night,  with  a  view  to  an- 
ticipate his  fucccfs,  and  engrofs  the  treafure  of  that 
wealthy  country. — Thus  abandoned  by  one  of  his 
conforts,  and  the  weather  growing  too  rough  to 
keep  the  fea,  Columbus  returned  to  another  har- 
bouf  in  Cuba,  which  he  named  St.  Catherine's. 
Here  while  the  crews  were  employed  in  taking  in 
wood  and  water,  he  by  accident  perceived  figns  of 
gold  on  fome  ftones  in  the  river,  and,  farther  up  the 
country,  faw  mountains  covered  with  fuch  tall  pines 
as  would  furnifh  mafts  for  the  largeft  fhips ;  toge- 
ther with  plenty  of  excellent  oak  for  planks.  In 
his  run  along  the  coaft,  for  ten  or  twelve  leagues  to 
the  fouth-ealt,  he  difcovered  many  large  rivers  and 
excellent  harbours,  and  was  ravilhed  at  the  beau- 
ty of  the  country.  He  called  the  place  Puena 
Santo,  and  faid  that  on  entering  the  river,  he 
found  from  five  to  eight  fathoms  of  water;  and 
proceeding  a  confiderable  way  farther  up  in  his 
boat,  he  was  delighted  with  the  tranfparency 
of  the  water,  through  which  he  could  plainly 
fee  the  fandy  bottom ;  and  with  the  abundance  and 
variety  of  verdant  plains  and  lofty  trees,  inhabited  by 
birds  of  different  notes  and  plumage.  He  added,  that 
be  was  even  tempted  in  this  delicious  ipot  to  &c  his 
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habitation  for  life.  In  this  progrefs  he  faw  a  canoe 
drawn  upon  land,  as  lai^  as  a  twelve  oar  barge,  and 
afterward  faw  another  canoe,  formed  jouc  of  the 
trunk  of  a  fmgle  tree  feventy  feet  in  length,  capable 
of  containing  fifty  men. 

After  failing  106  leagues  along  the  fhore,  the  ad- 
miral arrived  at  the  eaft  end  of  Cuba,  whijch  he 
called  Alphas  and  on  the  5th  of  December  failed 
again  for  Bohio,  which,  though  only  (ixteen  leagues 
diftant,  he  was  prevented  by  the  currents  till  the 
next  day,  When  he  anchored  in  a  port  which  he 
called  St.  Nicholas,  in  honour  of  that  faint,  whofe 
feftival  it  happened  to  be.  This  harbour  is  large, 
deep,  fafe,  and  encompaflcd  with  many  tall  trees; 
though  the  country  is  rocky,  and  the  trees  in  gene- 
ral not  fo  large  as  thofe  of  Cuba«  He  could  noc 
however  eflablifh  an  intercourfe  with  the  inhabitants, 
who  fled  at  his  approach,  fo  that  he  ran  along  the 
coaft  to  the  northward,  until  he  arrived  at  a  port 
which  he  called  the  Conception  ;  and  obferving  that 
the  country  was  very  extenfive,  and  refemblcd  the 
•coaft  of  Spain  not  only  in  the  trees  and  plants,  but 
alfo  in  the  Bfhes,  the  admiral  beftowed  upoa  it  the 

appellation  of  Efpannola. Here  he  faw  numbers 

of  the  natives,  who  fled  from  his  men  with  great 
precipitation ;  but  having  at  length  caught  a  young 
woman,  who  had  a  plate  of  gold  hanging  at  her 
nofe,  fhe  was  carried  to  the  fbips,  and.  prefented 
with  feveral  baubles,  fuch  as  bells  and  gla&  beads, 
then,  without  having  received  the  leaft  infult,  dif- 
miflcd  to  the  town  where  fhe  dwelt,  attended  by 
three  Spaniards  and  as  many  Indians. 

The  next  day,  eleven  men  going  on  (hore  wjU 
armed,  travelled  four  leagues  up  the  country  to  a 
large  village  confifting  of  a  thoufand  houfes,  and 
though  the  inhabitants  fled  as  ufual  at  their  approach, 
they  foon  returned,  at  the  perfuafion  of  a  St.  Sal- 
vador Indian,  who  went  after  them,  and  reprefented 
the  Chriftians  in  a  favourable  light.     They   now 
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ga^ed  upon  them  with  equal  aftonifhment  and  awe, 
as  a  people  come  from  heaven,  prefented  them  with 
viftuals,  and  preflcd  them  to  ftay  all  night  in  their 
village.  The  Spaniards  declined  accepting  this  invi- 
tation, and  returning  to  the  fhips,  reported  that  the 
country  .was  pleafant  and  fertile,  and  the  people 
whiter  and  handfomer  than  thofe  whom  they  had  hi- 
therto feen  -,  that  they  were  tradable  and  courteous, 
and  gave  them  to  underftand  that  the  gold  was  found 
in  a  country  farther  to  the  eaftward. 

This  account  induced  Columbus  to  fet  fail  immc- 
fdiately ;  and  on  the  15th  day  of  December,  while  he 
plied  between  Hifpaniola  and  Tortuga,  in  a  very 
rough  fea,  he  jpok  up  an  Indian  from  a  little  canoe, 
whom  he  wa;  {antized  to  fee  live  in  fuch  tempeftuous 
weather,  and  (cBiim  fafe  alhore,  with  fome  prefent 
of  fmall  value.  $Xhis  man  having  (ignified  to  his 
countrymen  ho^^Kndly  he  had  been  treated,  they 
ventured  to  come  aboard,  but  brought  nothing  <k 
confequence,  ejfcept  fome  (mall  grains  of  gold  hang- 
ing to  their  ears  and  noftrib,  of  which,  as  they  ex- 
prefled  by  figns,  there  was  4  great  quantity  highei^ 
up  in  the  country. 

The  next  day,  while  the  Spaniards  were  on  fhore, 
bartering  with  the  cacique  or  lord  of  that  diftridl  for 
a  plate  of  gold,  a  canoe  with  forty  men  approached 
from  the  ifland  of  Tortuga,  and  the  cacique  no  fooner 
perceived  them,  than  he  and  his  people  f'^.t  down  on 
the  ftrand,  in  fignal  that  they  (liould  not  commit 
hoftilities :  but  notwithftandiqg  this  token  of  peace, 
^Jthey  landed  •,  upon  which  he  rofe,  and  commanded 
them  fternly  to  re-emb^rk  •,  at  the  fame  tirpe  he  pre- 
sented a  ftone  to  one  of  the  Spanilh  officers,  defiring 
him  to  throw  it  at  the  Tortugans,  as  a  proof  that  he 
woul4  efpoufe  the  caufc  of  the  ftrangers  againft  the 
Indians  of  the  canoe.  This  fpirited  condudt  had  the 
defired  effeft,  and  the  Tortugans  immediately  re- 
turned to  their  own  ifland,  without  committing  the 
|eaft  infult. 
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The  ikme  cacique,  on  the  i8ch  of  December,  came 
down  in  ftate,  beine  carried  on  a  palankine,  and  at- 
tended by  two  hundred  men  as  naked  as  himfelf. 
JEie  now  made  no  di^cuhy  of  going  on  board  the 
admiral,  who  was  at  dinner,  and  entered  the  cabbin 
without  ceremony,  accompanied  by  two  ancient  xsifixk^ 
who  feemed  to  be  his  chief  counfellors,  and  fat  down 
at  his  ittt.  Columbus  received  the  Indian  chief  with 
great  civility  and  refp^d,  and  treated  him  with  vic- 
tuals and  wine,  which  having  tafted,  he  fent  to  his  peo- 
ple who  remained  on  the  deck.  After  dinner,  during 
which  he  and  his  minifters  fpoke  very  little,  and  that 
with  great  gravity  and  deliberation,  he  prefented  the 
admiral  with  a  wrought  girdle  and  two  thin  pieces 
of  gold;  in  return  for  which  he  received  a  counter- 
pane, a  dring  of  fine  amber  beads  from  the  admiral's 
own  neck,  a  pair  of  red  fhoes,  and  a  bottle  of  orange- 
flower  water,  which  were  fo  agreeable  to  the  prince, 
that  he  and  his  councilors  told  Columbus  the  whole 
ifland  was  at  his  difpofal.  Then  the  admiral  fur- 
prized  him  with  the  fight  of  a  gold  medal  (lamped 
with  the  effigies  of  Ferdinand  and  Ifabella,  which  he 
confidered  with  admiration,  and  indeed  expreffed  (igns 
of  aftoniQiment  at  every  thing  he  faw.  In  the  even- 
ing he  was,  at  his  own  defire,  fent  afhore  in  the  (hip's 
boat,  and  faluted  with  the  difcharge  of  feveral  guns, 
the  noifc  of  which  filled  him  with  terror  and  amaze- 
ment :  he  was  however  fo  pleafed  with  his  reception, 
that  he  ordered  his  people  to  entertajn  the  Spaniards 
who  condudjcd  him  to  land ;  and  returned  to  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  the  admiral's  prefents  being 
carried  before  him  with  great  oftentation,  by  his  at- 
tendants. 

On  the  24th  of  December,  the  admiral  weighed 
and  failed  to  a  head-land  (ince  called  Punta  Sanfba, 
where  he  anchored  about  a  league  from  (hore,  and 
the  weather  being  quite  calm,  he  retired  to  reft, 
which  he  had  not  enjoyed  for  two  days':  the  crew  fol- 
lowed his  example,  and,  contrary  to  the  orders  he  ■ 
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had  always  given,  left  only  a  boy  at  the  helm.  This 
neglcft  proved  fatal  to  the  veffel,  which  about  mid- 
night was  earned  by  the  current  upon  a  ridge  of  focks, 
before  any  one  on  board  was  aware  of  the  danger. 
The  admiral  himfelf  was  the  firft,  who  being  waked 
by  the  cries  of  the  boy  at  the  helm,  ran  upon  deck, 
where  perceiving  their  fituation,  he  ordered  the  matter 
and  three  failors  to  take  the.  boat  and  carry  out  an 
anchor  aftern  ;  but  they,  inftead  of  obeying  his  di- 
reftions,  rowed  to  the  other  caraval,  to  prcferve  their 
own  lives,  without  (liewing  the  leaft  concern  for  the 
fafety  of  their  companions.  Columbus,  feeing  him- 
felf deferted  by  his  own  people,  ordered  the  mafts  t;o 
be  cut  iaway,  and  the  veflel  to  be  lightened  as  much 
^s  poffible ',  but  all  his  efforts  were  .ineffeftual,  and 
the  water  ebbing  away,  her  feams  opened,  and  all 
below  deck  was  full  of  water.  The  boat  now  re- 
turned from  the  other  caraval,  which  would  not  re- 
ceive the  men  who  had  fo  bafely  deferted  their  com- 
mander ;  and  the  admiral  feeing  no  hopes  of  faving 
his  own  (hip,  carried  his  men  on  board  of  the  other, 
with  which  I  lay  to  till  morning.  He  then  ap- 
proached the  land  within  the  fhoal,  after  having  dif- 
patched  mefTengers  to  inform  the  Indian  chief  of  his 
misfortune,  and  to  folicit  the  afliftance  of  the  natives 
}n  unloading  the  veflel.  The  cacique  condoled  their 
misfortune  with  tears,  and  ordered  his  people  to  re*- 
pair  in  their  canoes  to  the  wreck,  and  obey  the  ad- 
miral's direftions :  and  by  the  afliftance  of  thefe  ho- 
neft  and  friendly  favages,  every  thing  of  value  was 
carried  afliore,  depofited  in  houfes  appointed  on 
purpofc,  and  guarded  with  the  utmoft  vigilance  and 
.  fidelity. 

On  the  26th  of  December,  this  hofpi table  prince^ 
whofe  name  was  Guacanagari,  paid  another  viflt  to 
the  admiral,  whom  he  confoled  tor  his  lofs  with  many 
dcmonftrations  of  forrow  and  fympathy,  told  him  he 
might  command  his  whole  fortune,  prefented  him 
with  fome  yi^or  malks,  the  eyes,  nofe,  and  ears  of 
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v/Hch  were  made  of  gold,  and  perceiving  how  fond 
the  Spaniards  were  of  that  metal,  promifed  to  fend 
for  a  great  quantity  from  a  place  called  Cebao.  In 
the  mean  time  a  ,canoe  arrived  from  a  diftant  ifland 
with  Indians,  who  brought  plates  of  gold  to  exchange 
for  bells,  which  they  valued  above  every  other  com- 
modity ;  while  the  feamen  afhore  carried  on  a  trade 
with  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola,  who  came  from  the 
inland  part  of  the  country,  and  bartered  gold  for 
points  and  other  trifles. 

The  nature  and  prpduftions  of  this  ifland,  together 
with  the  manners  of  the  inhabitants,  fo  highly  plealed 
the  admiral,  that  he  rcfolved  to  fettle  a  colony  of 
Spaniards,  who,  by  maintaining  a  friendly  intercourfe 
with  the  natives,  might  learn  their  language  and 
cuftoms,  and  acquire  fuch  information  of  the  wealth 
and  fltuation  of  the  difl^erent  parts  of  the  ifland,  as 
could  not  fail  of  being  very  advantageous  to  Spaiiu 
He  was  alfb  encouraged  to  purfue  this  refblution,  by 
the  behaviour  of  feveral  of  his  men,  who  voluntarily 
offered  to  ftay  -,  and  the  cacique  was  fo  far  from  taking 
umbrage  at  their  neighbourhood,  that  he  confidered 
them  as  valuable  allies,  who  would  protect  his  people 
from  the  invafions  of  the  Carribee  Indians,  a  favage 
race  of  canibals,  by  whom  they  were  frequently 
killed  and  devoured.  In  order  to  infinuate  the  im- 
portance of  his  fricndfliip,  in  prefence  of  this  prince^ 
he  ordered  a  great  gun  to  be  fired  againfl:  the  fide  of 
the  wreck,  through  which  the  bullet  penetrated,  and 
fell  into  the  water  on  the  other  fide,  to  the  amaze* 
ment  of  the  Indians,  who  believing  that  their  guefts 
were  in  poflefllon  of  the  thunder  of  heaven,  implored 
their  proteftion  in  the  moft  earneft  manner. 

The  admiral  therefore,  feemingly  in  compliance 
with  the  cacique's  requefl:,  ordered  a  tower  to  be  built 
of  the  timber  of  the  wreck,  and  being  furniflied  with 
provifion,  ammunition,  arms,  and  cannon,  he  left  a 
garrifonof  fix  and  thirty  men,  under  the  joint  com- 
nnnd  of  James  d*Arana,  Peter  Gatierres,  and  Ro- 
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derick  d*£{kovedo»  whom  he  warmly  recommended 
to  the  favour  and  good  offices  of  the  king  and  his 
people.  Having  provided  the  fort  with  all  neceflaries^ 
he  rcfolved  to  return  diredUy  to  Caftile,  left  fome 
other  misfortune  happening  to  the  only  Ihip  that  now 
remained,  might  for  ever  diiable  him  from  giving 
their  Catholic  majefties  information  of  the  important 
difcoveries  Jftt  had  already  made,  and  the  countries  he 
had  annexed  to  their  dominions.  Accordingly  he  fet 
fail  from  the  port  of  Nativity,  where  he  had  fettled 
this  Brft  Chrillian  colony,  on  Friday  the  4th  day  of 
January  at  fun-rifmg ;  and  ftanding  to  the  north*weft, 
to  get  clear  of  the  fhoal  water,  took  fuch  marks  of 
the  land  as  would  enable  him  to  know  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour  in  any  future  expedition.  The  wind 
being  contrary,  he  made  but  little  way  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  when  on  Sunday  morning  he  fell  in  with  the 
caraval  Pinta,  commanded  by  Martin  Alonzo  Pin- 
zon  ;  who  going  on  board,  endeavoured  to  excufe  his 
defertion,  by  faying  he  had  loft  fight  of  the  admiral 
in  the  night,  and  alleging  other  frivolous  reafons, 
the  fallacy  of  which  though  Columbus  plainly  faw, 
he  difguifed  his  fentiments,  rather  than  run  any  rifk 
of  prejudicing  the  common  caufe,  by  giving  rife  to  a 
dangerous  dilTen  tion . 

Pinzon  had,  it  feems,  failed  to  a  river  fifteen 
leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity,  where  he 
fpent  fucteen  days  in  bartering  with  the  natives  for 
gold,  of  which  he  had  obtained  a  large  quantity,  and 
diftributed  one  half  among  the  crew,  in  order  at  once 
to  acquire  popularity,  and  kept  what  remained  for 
his  own  ufe.  He  therefore  carefully  concealed  his 
fuccefs  from  the  knowledge  of  the  admiral.  He  next 
anchored  at  Monte  Chrifto,  a  round  hill  like  a  pavi- 
lion, about  eighteen  leagues  eaft  of  Cape  Santo  ^  but, 
the  weather  not  permitting  him  to  proceed,  he  went 
in  his  boat  up  a  river  to  the  fouth-weft  of  the  mount, 
;wd  difcovering  fome  figns  of  gold-duft  in  the  fand, 

he 
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he  ddfed  it  the  river  of  Gold :   this  place  is  feventeea 
leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Nativity^  -    ^' 

On  the  13th  ctf  January,  being  near  Cape  Enamo- 
rado,  the  admiral  fent  his  boat  a(hore,  where  there 
ftood  fome  Indians  with  fierce  countenances,  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  making  a  fhew  of  oppofition, 
though  tkty  Teemed  to  be  in  great  conftcrnation. 
They  were  however,  by  the  nKdiation  of  the  Salvador 
linguift,  brought  to  a  kind  of  conference,  and  one  of 
them  venturing  to  go  on  board  the  admiral,  appeared 
fo  ferocious,  both  in  his  fpeech  and  afpeft,  which 
was  fmucted  with  charcoal,  that  the  Spaniards  con- 
cluded he  was  one  of  the  Carribbee  Canibals,  and  chat 
the  bay  parted  this  place  from  Hifpaniola.  But  when 
the  admiral  inquired  about  the  country  of  the  Carib- 
bees,  he  ppinted  with  his  finger  to  an  ifland  farther 
eaft,  and  gave  him  to  underftand  that  there  was  an- 
other ne^r  it,  wholly  inhabited  by  women,  with  whom 
the  Caribbees  converfed  at  a  certain  feafon  of  the  year, 
^nd  carried  ofi^all  the  male  children  thatfprung  from 
(heir  embraces.  Having  anfwered  all  thefe  interroga- 
tions, partly  by  figns  and  partly  by  means  of  the  In- 
dian interpreter,  he  was  entertained  with  vi£tuals,and 
fet  alhore,  with  prefents  of  glafs  beads,  and  bits  of 
red  and  green  cloth,  that  he  might  perfuade  his  coun- 
trymen to  bring  down  gold  to  barter. 

At  the  place  where  he  was  landed,  fifty  men  with 
long  hair,  adorned  with  plumes  of  parrot  feathers,  had 
formed  a  fort  of  ambufcade,  and  being  armed  with 
bows  and  arrows,  refufed  to  carry  on  any  trade  with 
the  Spaniards,  notwithftanding  the  exhortations  of 
their  countryman,  but,  on  the  contrary,  treated  them 
with  fcorn,  and  even  began  to  commit  hoftilities.  The 
Chriftians,  though  only  feven  in  number,  feeing  them 
advance  with  fury  in  their  looks,  met  them  half  way, 
and  charging  them  with  great  intrepidity,  cut  one 
with  a  fword  on  the  buttock,  and  (hot  another  with 
an  arrow  in  the  breaft,  to  the  terror  of  the  whole 
party,  who  fled  wi:h  ihe  utnioft  precipitation,  leaving 
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their  bows  and  arrows  on  the  fpot.  The  admiral  was 
not  difpleafed  at  this  (kirmifh,  which  he  imagined 
would  infpire  the  Indians  with  fuch  high  notions  of 
the  valour  of  the  Spaniards^  as  would  hinder  them 
ftx>m  making  any  attempts  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
fettlemenc  at  the  Nativity. 

On  the  1 6th  of  January  the  admiral,  though  both 
caravals  were  in  a  leaky  condition,  fet  fail  for  Spain 
from  thegulph  of  Samana,  and  continuing  his  courfe 
with  a  fair  wind,  made  fo  much  way,  that  on  the  9th 
day  of  February  they  were,  according  to  the  reckon- 
ing of  the  pilots,  fouth  of  the  iflands  Azores ;  but  by 
the  admiral's  account,  which  proved  to  be  right,  they 
were  one  hundred  and  fifty  leafgues  weftward  df  thefe 
iflands. 

They  had  hitherto  enjoyed  a  favourable  gale,  but 
the  wind  now  began  to  rife,  and  the  feato  run  moun- 
tains high.  This  continued  till  the  1 4th  of  February, 
when  they  were  overtaken  by  fuch  a  tcmpeft,  that 
they  could  not  work  their  veflels,  which  were  toflfed 
about  at  the  mercy  of  the  dorm.  The  caraval  Pinta 
being  incapable  of  failing  upon  a  wind,  ran  away  due 
north  before  it,  and  in  the  night  loft  fight  of  the  ad- 
miral, who  ftcercd  north-eaft,  in'  order  to  fetch  the 
coaft  of  Spain.  In  confequence  of  this  feparation, 
the  company  of  each  caraval  concluded  that  the  other 
had  perifhed,  and  betaking  themfelves  to  ads  of  de- 
votion, it  fell  to  the  admiral's  lot  to  go  a  pilgrimage 
for  the  whole  crew  to  our  lady  of  Guadaioupe  ;  one  of 
the  feamen  was  deftined  to  go  to  Loretto,  and  another 
to  watch  a  whole  night  at  St.  Olaveof  Moguer  •,  but  the 
fury  of  the  wind  and  the  fea  (till  increafing,  the  whole 
company  joined  in  a  vow  to  walk  barefoot  and  in  their 
Ihirts  to  fome  church  dedicated  to  the  Blcffed  Virgin. 
Their  fituation  was  rendered  ftill  more  deplorable  by 
thefcarcity  of  prbvition,  and  the  want  of  ballad,  by 
which  the  Ihip  was  in  danger  of  being  overfet.  To 
remedy  this  inconvenience,  the  admiral  ordered  his 
calks  to  be  filled  with  fea  water  \  and  that  his  dif- 

covcry 


OF  COLUMBUS.  ^3 

coveiy  might  have  fome  chance  of  being  known, 
whatever  misht  be  the  fate  of  him  and  his  people,  he 
i¥iiote  a  brief  account  of  it  upon  two  (kins  of  parch- 
ment, which  he  wrapped  in  oil  cloths,  covered  with 
wax,  and  put  into  feparate  cafks,  whofe  bungs  being 
well  fecured  were  thrown  into  the  fea. 

The  ilorm  continued  till  the  15th  of  February, 
when  one  of  the  failors  from  the  round-top  difcovered 
land  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  which  the  pilot  judged  to 
be  the  rock  of  Liibon,  though  the  admiral  fuppofed 
it  to  be  one  of  the  Azores.  Soon  after  they  faw  an- 
other point  of  land,  which  proved  to  be  St.  Mary, 
where  after  four  days  fpent  in  inceflant  labour,  they 
came  to  an  anchor.  The  inhabitants  of  this  iQand 
came  on  board  with  frefli-  provilions,  and  many  com- 
pliments from  the  governor,  expreffing  their  attonifli- 
ment  at  the  fuccefs  of  the  expedition,  and  Teemed  to 
rejoice  at  the  difcovery  of  Columbus.  They  were 
likewife  furprifed  to  fee  he  had  outlived  the  florm, 
which,  according  to  their  account,  had  laded  fifteen 
days  without  intermiilion,  adding,  that  there  was  in 
the  neighbourhood  an  hermitage  dedicated  to  the 
Bleflcd  Virgin.  The  admiral  and  crew,  on  receiving 
this  information,  refolved  to  perform  their  vow,  by 
walking  thither  barefoot. 

Accordingly  he  fent  the  caravaPs  boat  alhore,  with 
one  half  of  the  company,  to  fulfil  this  penance,  and 
return  immediately,  that  the  reft  might  fucceed  them 
in  the  fame  fort  of  devotion  :  but  they  had  no  fooner 
undrefled  themfelves,  and  begun  their  procedion, 
than  they  were  attacked  and  made  prifoners  by  the 
governor,  and  a  number  of  people  planted  in  ambulh 
for  that  purpofe.  Columbus  having  waited  in  vain, 
from  day-break  till  noon,  for  the  return  of  the  boat, 
began  to  fufpeft  fome  treachery ;  and  as  he  could 
not,  where  he  lay,  difcover  the  hermitage,  he  failed 
round  a  point  from  whence  he  could  fee  it,  and  per- 
ceived a  good  many  Portuguefe  on  horfeback  alight 
and  enter  the   boat,   with  intent,  as  he  fyppoled. 
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to  attack  the  caraval.  He  therefore  ordered  his  men 
to  be  upon  their  guard,  and  hoped  the  eommander 
himfelfwouklconneon  board,  in  which  cafe  lie  would 
have  detained  him  as  an  hoftage  :  but  the  Portugucic 
not  advancing  beyond  a  certain  diftance,  the  admiral 
demanded  their  reaibn  fix  committing  fuch  an  out- 
rage upon  his  men,  who  had  gone  afhore  upon  the 
faith  of  a  fafe  conduA,  and  gave  them  to  undcrftand 
that  the  king  of  Portugal  would  certaiilly  be  oSended 
at  fuch  behaviour  to  the  fubjeAs  of  their  catholic  ma- 
jeflies,  with  whom  he  was  in  alliance.  To  this  re- 
monftrance,  the  Portuguefe  captain  anfwered,  that 
what  they  had  done  was  by  the  expreis  order  of  the 
king ;  fo  that  Columbus  imagining  there  was  a  breach 
between  the  two  crowns,  called  all  his  people  to  bear 
witnefs  to  what  they  had  heard,  and  direding  his 
difcourfe  to  the  Portuguefe,  fwore  he  would  Jievef 
t^uit  the  caraval,  until  he  Ihould  have  taken  a  hun* 
dred  Portuguefe,  and  deftroyed  the  whole  ifland. 
He  now  returned  to  the  port  he  had  left ;  but  thcf 
wind  increafing,  and  his  riding  being  unfafe,  he  was 
obliged  to  (land  out  to  fea,  though  be  had  only  three 
able  feamen  left,  the  reft  being  boys,  Indians,  and 
landmen,  who  underftood  nothing  of  iea-affairs. 

Next  day,  the  weather  being  mild,  he  endeavoured 
to  recover  the  ifland  of  St.  Mary,  which  he  reached 
on  the  2 1  ft,  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  foon  after  his  ar- 
rival, the  boat  came  off  with  five  men  and  a  notary, 
who  upon  proper  fecurity  went  on  board,  and  de- 
fired  to  know,  in  the  governor's  name,  whence  the 
Ihip  came,  and  whether  or  not  the  admiral  had  the 
king  of  Spain's  commifilod.  Being  fatisfied  in  thefe 
particulars,  they  went  alhore,  and  relealed  the  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  informed,  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  had  fent  orders  to  all  his  governors,  to  fe- 
cure,  ifpoffible,  the  perfon  of  the. admiral -,  but  this 
fcheme  mifcarrying,  they  thought  proper  to  difmifs 
their  prifoners. 

Hating 
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'  Having  recovered  Ms  men^  Columbus  departed 
from  the  iOand  of  Sc  Mary,  on  the  24th  of  Fcbru-^ 
arv,  with  a  very  fivourable  wind.  On  the  3d  of 
march,  they  were  esqKifed  to  another  tempeft,  at« 
tended  with  lightning  and  thunder,  during  which 
their  fails  were  iplit ;  and  they  vowed  another  pilgri- 
mage  to  our  lady  de  Cinta  at  Guehra :  they  now  ran 
un&r  their  bare  poles  through  a  terrible  fea,  and 
were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  loft  on  the  rock 
of  Lilbon,  which  they  accidentally  difcovered  at  mid-^ 
night.  They,  however,  weathered  it  with  great  diffi- 
culty ;  and  next  day  being  obliged  to  come  to  aa 
anchor  in  the  river  Tagus,  the  admiral  fent  an  exprefs 
to  their  catholic  majefties  with  the  news  of  his  ar^ 
rival ;  and  another  to  the  king  of  Portugal,  asking 
leave  to  anchor  before  the  city,  as  his  preient  ftation 
was  far  from  being  fafe. 

On  the  5th  of  March,  the  mafter  of  a  great  guard- 
ihip,  with  a  boat  full  of  armed  men,  came  along-fide 
of  the  admiral,  whom  he  required  to  go  and  give  an 
account  of  himfelf  to  the  king's  officers,  according  to 
the  pradice  of  all  (hips  that  entered  that  river.  Co* 
lumbus  replied,  that  as  the  king  of  Spain's  admiral, 
he  would  not  degrade  himfelf  fo  far  as  to  comply  with 
any  fuch  cuilom,  nor  would  he  fend  the  molt  incon- 
fiderable  perfon  belonging  to  his  (hip  upon  an  errand 
of  that  nature.  The  Portugucfe  finding  him  refolute, 
defired  he  would  (hew  him  the  king  of  Spain's  letter^ 
that  he  might  fo  far  fatisfy  his  captain  ^  and  this  re« 
queft  being  complied  with,  he  returned  to  his  fhip, 
and  made  a  fuitable  report  to  his  commander  Alvaro 
de  Acunha,  who  forthwith  came  on  board  the  caraval, 
attended  with  fifes,  drums,  and  trumpets,  and  wel- 
comed the  admiral  with  many  expreffions  of  friend- 
ihip.  The  nature  of  the  voyage  was  no  fooner  known 
at  Lifbon,  than  fuch  multitudes  of  people  came  to  fee 
the  Indians,  and  learn  the  particulars  of  this  amazing 
difcovery,  that  the  whole  river  was  covered  with  boats. 

The 
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The  king  having  reccivcithc  admiral's  letter,^  or- 
dered his  officers  to  pre&nt  him  with  all  forts  of  re- 
freftiment  and  neceffaries,  gratis ;  at  the  fame  time, 
he  wrote  to  Columbus,  congratulating  him  upon  his 
happy  return,  and  defiring  to  fee  him  before  he  left 
his  dominions.  Columbus  at  firft  fcrupled  to  accept 
of  this  invitation  ;  but,  confidering  that  the  king  of 
Portugal  was  at  peace  with  his  fovereign,  and  had 
treated  him  with  uncommon  hofpitality  and  regard^ 
he  rcfolved  to  wait  upon  his  Portuguefe  majefty,  who 
then  refided  about  nine  leagues  from  Lilbon,  at  a 
place  called  Valparaifo ;  where. the  admiral  arrived  on 
Saturday  the  oth  of  March.  The  king  ordered  all 
the  nobility  of  the  court  to  go  out  and  meet  him  : 
and  when  the  admiral  was  condufted  to  the  prefence, 
he  infiiled  upon  his  putting  on  his  cap  and  fitting 
down ;  and  having  with  feeming  pleafure  heard  the 
particulars  of  the  voyage,  offered  to  fupply  him  with 
every  thing  he  wanted,  though  he  could  not  help  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  conqueft  of  right  belonged  to  him, 
as  Columbus  had  been  once  in  the  fervice  of  Portu- 
gal. The  admiral  modeftly  gave  his  reafons  for  being 
of  a  contrary  opinion ;  to  which  the  king  replied, 
**  It  was  very  well ;  juftice  will  doubtlefs  be  done.** 
This  converfation  being  ended,  he  ordered  die  prior 
of  Crato  to  entertain  Columbus,  who  having  ftaid  all 
Sunday,  and  part  of  Monday,  took  his  leave,  after 
having  been  treated  by  his  majefty  with  great  honor, 
and  tempted,  by  very  confiderable  offers,  to  reingage 
in  his  fervice.  In  his  return,  he  was  attended  by  Don 
Martin  de  Noronha,  and  many  other  perfons  of  rank ; 
and  as  he  paffed  by  a  monaftery  where  the  queen 
was,  fhe  dcfired  to  fee  him,  and  received  his  vifit 
with  great  rclpcft.  That  fame  night,  a  gentleman 
came  from  t!ie  king,  to  tell  him,  that  if  he  was  ii>- 
clined  to  go  to  Caftile  by  land,  he  would  accompany 
and  provide  him  with  accommodations  on  the  road, 
as  far  as  the  frontiers  of  Portugal.  He  declined  this 
offer  with  fuitablc  ackciowledgemcnts,  and  letting  fail 
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from  the  river  of  Lifbon  on  the  13th  of  March,  ar- 
rived on  the  1 5th  at  Saltes,  and  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Palos,  from  whence  he  had  departed  on 
the  3d  day  of  Auguft  in  the  preceding  year. 

On  his  landing,  the  admiral  was  received  by  all  the 
people  in  proceflion,  giving  thanks  to  God  for  his 
prolperous  fuccefs,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would  re- 
dound fo  much  to  the  advantage  of  Chriftianity,  and 
the  grandeur  of  their  catholic  majefties.  By  this  time 
Pinzon  had  arrived  in  Galicia,  ^and  defigned  to  cany 
in  perfon  the  news  of  the  difcovery  to  coiirt,  when 
he  received  orders,  forbidding  him  to  come  without 
the  admiral,  under  whofe  command  he  had  been  fenc 
on  the  expedition.  This  mortifying  repulfe  made 
fuch  an  imprellion  upon  him,  that  he  fell  fick ;  and 
returning  to  his  native  place,  in  a  few  days  died  of 
grief  and  vexation. 

Mean  while  Columbus  fet  out  for  Sevil,  in  his  way 
tofiarQclona,  where  their  majefties  at  that  time  re- 
dded ; .  and  the  roads  were  crowded  by  all  forts  of  peo- 
ple, who  flocked  together  to  fee  him  and  the  Indians 
in  his  train.  About  the  middle  of  April  he  arrived 
at  Barcelona,  where  he  was  received  in  the  moft  fo- 
lema  manner,  by  the  whole  court  and  city  :  their  ca- 
tholic majefties,  who  fat  in  public  upon  their  chairs, 
under  a  canopy  of  cloth  of  gold,  ftood  up  when  he 
approached  to  kifs  their  hands,  caufedhim  to  be 
ieated  in  their  prefence,  and  treated  him  as  a  gran- 
dee of  the  firft  order,  who  had  done  the  moft  impor- 
tant fervice  to  his  country.  Nay,  fo  highly  favoured 
was  he  for  his  merit  and  fuccefs,  that  when  the  king 
rode  about  Barcelona,  Columbus  was  always  at  his 
fide,  an  honour  which  had  never  been  conferred  be- 
fore upon  any  but  the  princes  of  the  blood. 

Nor  was  their  regard  confined  to  unfubftantial 
forms  •,  he  was  gratified  with  new  patents,  enlarging, 
explaining,  and  confirming  the  privileges  which  he 
had  before  obtained  -,  and  extending  his  viceroyalty 
and  admiralfhip  o\'^r  all  the  counciics  he  had  dif- 
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covered,  as  well  as  thofe  he  fliould  difcover :  for  it 
was  refolved,  that  he  (hould. return  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies with  a  powerful  armament,  to  fupport  the  co- 
lony he  had  fettled,  and  proceed  with  other  difcove- 
ries.  In  the  mean  time  they  folicitedl  rad  procured 
from  pope  Alexander  VL  an  exclufiv^titie  to  aU 
the  lands  they  Inould  find  and  fubdue  in  that  direc- 
tion, as  far  as  the  Eaft  Indies. 


The  Second,  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS. 

AS  fbon  as  all  the  neceflary  meafures  were  taken 
at  court,  for  the  fuccefs  of  his  fecond  expe- 
dition, admiral  Columbus  departed  for  Sevil,  where 
he  exerted  himfelf  with  fuch  diligence,  that  in  a 
little  time  feveotccn  veflcls  of  dinerent  fizes  were 
ready  to  fail,  well  ftored  with  provifionsf  and 
other  neceflaries,  for  the  improvement  of  the  In- 
dian colonies.  Many  handicraftfmen  and  labourers 
were  engaged  for  this  fervicc,  while  the  thirft  of 
gold  and  the  fuccefs  of  the  firft  adventurers,  drew 
together  fuch  a  fwarm  of  voluntiers,  that  he  found 
it  abfolutely  neceflary  to  rejeA  a  great  number,  un- 
til another  opportunity  Ihould  offer,  and  for  the 
prefent  reftrift  himfelf  to  fifteen  hundred  perfons 
of  air  forts,  who  actually  embarked  on  this  under- 
talcing. 

Hiving  taken  aboard  fome  horfes,  afles,  and  other 
animals,  which  multiplied,  and  were  afterwards  of 
great  ufe  in  the  plantations,  and  being  well  fumilh- 
ed  with  all  forts  of  utenfils  and  commodities  for 
trade ;  the  admiral  failed  from  the  road  of  Cadiz, 
where  the  fleet  was  equipped,  on  the  25th  of  Sep- 
tember 1493,  an  hour  before  fun*rifing,  and  ftood 
fouth-wcfl:  for  the  Canary  iflands,  where  he  intended 
to  take  in  fome  refrefliment.  On  the  28  th,  being 
100  leagues  from  Spain>   they  faw    abundance  oi 
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)artd-fowl,  fuch  as  turtle  doves  and  other  fmall  birds, 
pafling  from  the  Azores  to  winter  in  Africa*  Oa 
the  2d  of  Odober,  be  anchottd  at  Gran  Canaria, 
and  at  midnight  failed  again  tor  Gomara,  whiere  he 
arrived  on  the  4th,  and  gave  orders  for  fupplying 
the  fhips  with  aU  poffible  difpatch  with  wood,  water 
and  cattle;  particularly  with  eight  fows;  from 
which  were  produced  all  the  fwinc  now  in  the  Weft 
Indies.  They  were  called  Weft  Indies  from  Colum- 
bus failing  to  them  weflward;  in  hopes,  as  was 
mentioned  at  the  beginning  of  his  firft  voyage,  of 
arriving  that  way  to  the  Eaft  Indies. 

His  diredions  being  followed,  he,  on  the  7th  of 
O&ober,  took  his  departure  for  the  Indies,  after 
having  delivered  fealed  orden  to  every  fliip,  not 
to  be  opened  unlefs  they  fhould  be  feparated  from 
him  by  ftrefs  of  weather.  They  run  400  leagues 
weft  of  Gomara  with  a  profperous  gale,  and  were 
furprifed  that  they  did  not  meet  with  any  of  thofe 
weeds  which  they  had  feen  in  their  firft  voyage  be- 
fore they  had  made  much  more  than  half  way.  Oa 
the  26th  at  night,  the  feamen  perceived  upon  the 
round-top,  thofe  lights  which  they  call  the  body  of 
St.  Elmo,  to  whom  they  fing  litanies  and  prayers,  in 
full  conBdence  that  no  danger  would  enfue,  let  the 
ftorm  be  never  fo  violent. 

On  the  2d  of  November  in  the  evening,  the  ad- 
miral perceiving  a  great  alteration  in  the  winds 
and  (ky,  that  poured  down  a  deluge  of  rain,  con- 
cluded he  was  .near  fome  land  ;  and  almoft  all  the 
fails  being  taken  in,  ordered  the  crew  to  keep  a 
fliarp  look-out.  This  was  far  from  being  a  ground- 
lefs  precaution  i  for  as  foon  as  day  began  to  break, 
they  defcricd,  about  fcven  leagues  to  the  wcftward, 
E  high  mountainous  ifland,  which  the  admiral  nam^ 
ed  Dominica,  becaufe  it  was  difcovered  on  Sundajr 
morning.  Much  about  the  fame  time,  they  fpied 
three  other  iflands  -,  and  the  people  aflembling  on 
che  poopt  fung  ihefahe  regina^  and  returned  thanks 
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to  God  for  their  wonderful  fuccefs  in  having  failed 
near  800  leagues  in  the  fpacc  of  twenty  days.  There 
being  no  convenient  place  for  anchoring  on  the  eaft 
fide  of  Dominica,  they  flood  over  to  another,  which 
the  admiral  called  Marigalante,  after  his  own  fhip ; 
and  there  landing,  he,  with  the  ufual  folemnity,  con* 
firmed  the  pofleffion  he  had  formerly  taken  of  all  the 
iflands  and  continent  of  the  Weft-Indies  for  the  king 
and  queen  of  Spain. 

On  the  4th  of  November,  he  failed  from  hence 
to  another  great  ifland,  which  he  denominated  St. 
Mary  of  Guadaloupe,  in  confequence  of  a  promife 
he  had  made  to  the  friars  belonging  to  a  convent  of 
chat  name  :  at  the  diftance  of  two  leagues  from  this 
fhore,  they  perceived  a  very  high  rock,  ending  in 
a  point,  from  whence  guflied  a  large  ftream  of  wa- 
ter, which  fell  with  a  prodigious  noife.  Some  men 
being  fcnt  afliore  in  the  boat,  went  up  to  a  fort  of 
town,  which  was  abandoned  by  all  the  inhabitants, 
except  fome  children,  to  whofe  arms  the  Spaniards 
tied  a  few  bawbks,  in  token  of  friendfhip.  They 
faw  geefe  like  thofe  of  Europe,  abundance  of  very 
large  parrots,  pompions,  and  pine  apples  growing 
wild,  of  ex^uifite  tafte  and  flavour.  They  likewite 
faw  different  kinds  of  ftrange  fruits,  cotton,  ham- 
mocks, bows  and  arrows,  and  other  things,  which 
they  left  untouched,  that  the  owners  might  have  the 
better  opinion  of  their  morals.  Next  day  the  ad- 
miral fent  two  boats  afliore,  with  orders  to  take,  if 
poflTible,  fome  of  the  natives,  from  whom  they 
might  obtain  fome  important  information  ;  and  they 
returned  with  two  young  men,  who  faid  they  were 
of  another  ifland,  and  taken  prifoners  by  the  inha- 
'  bitants  of  Guadaloupe.  The  boats  going  afliore 
again  far  fome  of  the  people  whom  they  had  left, 
found  fix  women  who  had  fled  to  them,  and  defired 
to  be  carried  on  board  •,  thcfe  the  admiral  prefented 
with  beads  and  bells,  and  difmifled,  much  againft 
their  inclinations  ^  and  they  were  no  fooner  landed, 
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than  the  Caribbees  robbed  them  of  their  ornaments, 
in  fight  of  the  Spaniards.  The  next  time  the  boat's 
crew  landed,  thtrfe  poor  creatures  leaped  into  the 
boat,  imploring  protedUon  from  the  cruelty  of  the 
iflanders,  who,  they  fignified,  had  eaten  their  huf- 
bands,  and  kept  them  in  flavery.  They  were  there- 
fore brought  aboard  the  admiral,  whom  they  gave 
to  underlbndy  that  there  were  towards  the  fouth 
many  iflands,  and  a  large  continent,  from  which* 
in  former  times,  canoes  had  come  to  barter ;  and 
they  pointed  out  the  fituation  of  Hifpaniola  -,  whi- 
ther he  would  have  fteered  wichout  delay,  had  he 
not  been  informed,  that  one  Mark,  a  captain,  had, 
without  his  leave,  gone  a(hore  before  day,  with  eight 
men,  and  was  not  yet  returned;  fo  that  he  was 
obliged  to  flay  ?.nd  fend  people  in  queft  of  him, 
with  trumpets  and  muikets,  the  noife  of  which 
might  be  heard ,  through  the  woods,  that  were  al- 
mod  impailable.  However,  this  fearch  proving^ 
fruitlefs,  he  fent  another  detachment  of  forty  men, 
under  captain  Hoidea,  with  orders  to  range  through 
the  country,  and  make  obfervations  on  its  produc- 
tions. They  found  maftic,  aloes,  fanders,  ginger, 
frankincenfe,  fome  trees  that  refembled  cinnamon. 
in  tafte  and  fmell,  and  abundance  of  cotton :  they 
faw  faulcons,  kites,  herons,  daws,  turtles,  par- 
tridges, geefe  and  nightingales*,  and  affirmed,  that 
in  travelling  fix  leagues,  they  eroded  fix  and  twenty 
rivers,  feveral  of  which  were  very  deep  :  this,  how- 
ever, mud  have  been  a  miftake,  into  which,  in  all 
probability,  they  were  led  by  the  ruggednefs  of  the 
country,  that  compelled  them  to  crols  the  fame  river 
a  great  many  different  times. 

While  they  were  employed  in  this  excurfion,  the 
ftragglers  returned  to  their  fhip  of  their  own  accord, 
and  faid  they  had  been  bewildered  in  the  woods ; 
but  the  admiral  punifhed  their  prefumption,  by  or- 
dering the  captain  to  be  put  in  irons,  and  the  reft 
to  be  curtailed  in  their  allowance  of  provifion.     This 
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cxampk  being  made,  he  himfelf  landed,  and  en^* 
tered  fome  of  the  Indian  houfes,  where  he  found  a 
great  deal  of  cottQn,  fpun  and  unfpun,  together 
with  abundance  of  human  fkulls  and  bones  hung 
up' in  baikets  :  and  he  obfervcd  t;har  the  natives  here 
vro'c  better  accommodated  with  lodging,  neceffa- 
ries,  and  provifion,  than  thofe  of  the  idands  which^ 
he  had  vifited  in  his  firft  voyage. 

On  the  loth  of  November,  he  weighed  anchor,^ 
and  failed  with  the  whole  fleet  toward  the  northweft 
hi  queft  of  Hifpaniola,  palTing  an  ifland  he  called^ 
Monferatte,  on.  account  of  its  height  -,  the  inhabir 
tants  of  which,  as  be  learned  from  the  Indians,  had 
been  totally  devoured  by  the  Caribbees.  He  coaft- 
ed  along  St.  Mary  Redonda,  fo  named  from  its. 
round  figure  -^  failed  by  Sta.  Maria  la  Antigua,  ex- 
tending to  about  twenty  eight  leagues  ;  and  holding 
on  h  s  courfc,  faw,  to  the  north-wefi,  and  fouth-eaft, 
fcyeral  other  high  and  woody  idands,  near  one  of 
which,  intitled  St.  Martin,  he  came  to  an  anchor,;^ 
and  when  they  weighed,  pieces  of  coral  were  found 
fticking  on  the  fiukts.  On  the  ijth  of  Noveir.ber, 
he  anchored  again  on  account  of  bad  weather,  at 
another  ifland,  where  he  ordered  ibme  Indians  to  be 
taken,  that  they  mi^ht  inform  him  of  his  true  fituation. 
Accordingly  four  women  and  three  children  being 
kidnapped  by  the  boat's  crew,  they  put  oft  from 
Ib'^.re,  and  in  their  way  to  thelhip  met  with  a  canoe, 
in  which  were  four  men  and  one  woman,  who  per- 
ceiving that  they  could  not  make  their  cfcape,  put 
themfQlve?  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  and  the  ft^male 
Ihpt  an  arrow  with  fuch  force  and  dexterity,  that  it 
aftually  went  through  a  ftrong.  target.  But  the  Spa- 
niards endeavouring  to  board  them,'  overfet  the  ca- 
noe, fo  that  they  betook  themfelyes  to  fwimming, 
and  one  of  them  ufed  bis  bow  in  the  water  as  dex- 
teroufly  as  if  he  had  been  on  dry  land  :  all  the  males 
were  eunuchs,  who  had  been  caftrated  by  the  Carib- 
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bees,  as  the  capons  are  made  in  Europe,  with  a  view 
to  their  improvement  iafatnefs. 

The  admiral  departing  hence,  continued  his  courfe 
weftrAorth-weft,  leaving  to  the  northward  fifty 
iflands,  the  largeft  of  which  he  called  St.  Urfala, 
and  on  the  reft  he  beftowed  the  appellation  of  the 
Eleven  Thoufand  Virgins.  Then  he  anchored  in  a 
bay,  on  the  weft  fide  of  what  he  termed  St.  John 
Baptift,  where  the  men  caught  ikate,  olaves,  pil- 
chards, and  (had ;  and  iaw  faulcons,  and  (hrubs  like 
wild  vines.  To  the  wcftward  of  the  bay  they  vifit- 
ed  ibme  well-built  houfes,  with  a  fquare  in  their 
front,  from  which  was  a  fpacious  road  down  to  the 
fea,  flanked.on  both  fides  with  cane  towers,  the  tops 
of  which  were  curiouQy  interwoven  with  greens ; 
and  at  the  end  of  it,  next  the  fea,  ftood  a  lofty 
gallery  or  balcony,  large  enough  to  hold  ten  or 
twelve  perlbns. 

On  the  14th  he  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Samana, 
on  the  north  fide  of  Hifpaniola,  where  he  fent  on 
(hore  one  of  his  Indians,  who  was  a  native  of  that 
parr,  and  being  now  converted  to  the  Chriftian  faith, 
undertook  for  the  fubmifllon  of  all  his  countrymen. 
From  thence,  continuing  his  courfe  for  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  he  waa  at  Cape  Angel  vifited  by  fomc 
Indians,  who  came  aboard  to  barter;  and  coming 
to  an  anchor  in  the  port  of  Monte  Chrifto,  fome  of 
his  men  difcoverccj,  near  a  river,  two  bodies  of 
men  with  a  rope  made  of  a  kind  of  broom  about  their 
necks,  and  their  arms  extended  upon  a  piece  of 
wood  in  form  of  a  crofs;  this*  circumftance  was 
looked  upon  as  a  bad  omen,  though  it  was  impof- 
fible  to  difcover  whether  they  were  Chriftians  or  na- 
tives of  the  country. 

Next  day,  being  the  26th,  a  number  of  Indians 
came  aboard,  with  great  confidence  and  appearance 
of  friendlhip,  and  pronounced  feveral  Spanifli  words 
they  had  learned  from  the  fettlers,  fo  that  the  admi- 
ral was  eafcd  of  the  apprehenfions  he  had  begun  to 
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conceive ;  as  he  could  not  imagine  they  would  have 
behaved  with  fuch  freedom  and  unconcern,  had  they 
been  confcious  to  themfelves  of  having  injured  the 
Chriftians.    Next  day,  however,  put  an  end  to  his 
doubts ;  for,   when  he  anchored  near  the  town  of 
the  Nativity,  fome  Indians  came  along  fide  in  a  ca- 
noe, and  enquired  for  him  by  name  •,  and  being  fa- 
tisfied  that  he  was  there,  went  on  board  with  twa 
mafks,  and  a  compliment  from  the  cacique  Guaca- 
nagari.     From  thefe  people  he  had  the  mortifica- 
tion to  learn,  that  the  greater  part  of  his  fettlers 
were  dead,  and  the  reft  gone  to  other  countries: 
and  though  he  fufpe£ted  foul  play,  he  concealed  his 
fufpicions  for  the  prefent,  and  that  fame  night  dif- 
irjiffed  the  meflTengers  with  fome  utenfils  of  fattin 
and  other  bawbles  tor  their  prince. 

When  he  entered  the  port  of  the  Nativity,  he 
faw  nothing  but  ruin  and  dcfolation  5  the  town  was 
burnt  to  the  ground,  and  not  a  foul  appeared  upon 
the  beach  ;  and  when  he  fent  fome  of  'his  people  on 
fhore  to  gather  tidings,  they  found  the  bodies  of 
eleven  Spaniards,  who  feemcd  to  have  been  a  month 
dead.  While  he  ruminated  with  forrow  and  refent- 
mcnt  on  this  unfortunate  event,  he  was  vifited  by 
Guacanagari's  brother,  who  came  down  attended 
by  fome  Indians,  and  told  him,  that  he-  fcarce  fet 
fail,  on  his  return  to  Spain,  when  thofe  he  had  left 
behind,  began  to  quarref  among  themfelves,  every 
man  endeavouring  to  amafs  as  much  gold  as  he 
could  find,  and  taking  as  many  wives  from  among 
the  natives,  as  his  appetite,  or  rather  his  extrava- 
gance. Teemed  to  require  5  that  Peter  Gutierres  and 
Efcovcdo  having  killed  one  lago,  had,  -with  nine 
others,  retired  into  the  dominions  of  a  cacique  cal- 
led Caunabo,  lord  of  the  mines,  who  put  them  all 
to  death,  and  afterwards  came  down  with  a  great 
number  of  men  to  deftroy  the  town.  At  that  time, 
James  de  Arana  with  ten  men  were  left  to  guard 
the  fort,  the  reft  having  difperfcd  themfelves  about 
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the  ifland ;  and  Caunabo,  who  ftole  upon  them  by 
night,  fetting  fire  to  their  houfes,  they  fled  into 
the  fea,  where  eight  of  them  peri(hed,  and  the 
other  three  were  flain  on  fliore,  while  Guacanagari 
himfelf,  who  hadjoined  the  Spaniards,  was  obliged 
to  fly,  after  having  received  a  dangerous  wound, 
by  which  he  was  then  confined  to  his  houfe,  fb  that 
he  could  not  wait  upon  the  admiral  according  to  his 
inclination.  This  (lory  exadlv  agreeing  with  the 
intelligence  he  received  from  lome  Spaniards,  who 
had  been  fent  up  the  country  to  reconnoitre,  and 
had  actually  feen  Guacanagari  at  his  own  houfe,  the 
admiral  paid  him  a  vifit  next  day,  and  was  received 
with  all  the  appearance  of  cordiality  and  concern : 
the  cacique  repeated  the  melancholy  tale  with  marks 
of  unfeigned  forrow,  fhewed  his  own  wound,  and 
thofe  of  his  men,  which  had  been  received  in  de- 
fence of  the  Chriflians,  and  appeared  to  have  been 
made  by  Indian  weapons.  The  compliments  of  con- 
.  dolance  being  pafl*,  he  prefented  him  with  eight 
firings  of  fmall  beads,  compofed  of  white,  green, 
and  red  (lones,  a  firing  of  gold  beads,  a  regal  crown 
of  the  fame  metal,  and  three  fmall  calabafhes,  full 
of  gold  dull,  weighing  about  two  pounds.  In  re- 
turn for  theie  valuable  prcfents,  the  admiral  gave 
him  toys  to  the  amount  of  three  reals,  or  eighteen 
pence,  which  he  prized  at  a  very  high  rate.  Though 
he  was  extremely  ill,  he  infilled  on  accompanying 
his  guell  to  the  fleet,  where  he  was  courteoufly  en- 
tertained, and  very  much  furprifed  at  the  fight  of 
fome  horfes.  He  was  afterward  inllrufled  in  the 
mylleries  of  the  Chrillian  religion,  which  he  at  firft 
had  made  Ibme  fcruple  to  embrace.  The  admiral 
being  diigulled  at  this  place,  which  had  been  the 
fcene  of  fo  many  difallers  to  him  and  his  people, 
and  knowing  that  in  the  neighbourhood  there  were 
more  commodious  places  for  a'fettlement,  failed  to 
the  eallward  with  the  whole  fleet,  on  Saturday  De- 
cember 7th,  and  next  day  came  to  an  anchor  among 
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the  fcnall  iflands  of  Monte  Chrifto,  which,  though 
dcftitute  of  trees,  are  neverthelefs  pleafant ;  for  in 
that  winter  feafon  they  abounded  with  flowers,  nefts 
fiill  of  young  birds,  and  every  other  produftion  of 
fummcr.  Weighing,  however,  he  failed  from  thence^ 
and  anchored  before  an  Indian  town,  where  he  de* 
figned  to  plant  a  colony. 

With  this  view,  all  the  men  defigned  for  fettlers, 
together  with  provifion  and  proper  utenfils,  were 
landed  in  a  plain,  where  he  built  a  tower  called  Ifa- 
bella,  in  honour  of  the  queen.  This  was  judged  a 
very  convenient  fpot,  becaufe  it  was  under  a  rock  on 
which  a  fort  might  be  eredted:  the  harbour  was 
very  large,  and  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-fhot  ran  a 
river  of  delicate  water,  from  which  canals  might  be 
drawn  through  the  middle  of  the  town  \  and  be* 
yond  it  lay  an  extenfive  open  plain,  from  which,  the 
Indians  faid,  the  mines  of  Ceboa  were  not  YCry  dif- 
tant.  From  the  nth  day  of  December  the  a^n^iral 
was  eagerly  employed  in  regulating  this  fettlement^ 
which  being  tolerably  well  adjufted,  he  ient  Alonzo 
de  Hoieda,  with  fifteen  men,  in  qucft  of  the  gold 
mines ;  and  on  the  2d  day  of  February  he  difmifTed 
twelve  ihips  of  his  fleet  to  Caftile,  under  the  conv* 
mand  of  captain  Antonio  de  Torres.  Hoieda  foon 
returned,  and  gave  the  following  account  of  his  ex<i 
{Edition. 

On  the  fecond  day  he  lay  at  the  pafs  of  an  almoft 
inacceOible  mountain  \  at  the  diflance  of  every  league 
he  found  a  cacique,  by  whom  he  was  hofpitably  re- 
ceived ;  and  continuing  his  journey,  arrived  on  the 
fixth  day  at  the  mines  of  Ceboa»  where  he  adually 
faw  the  Indians  take  up  gold  from  a  fmall  river,  as 
they  afterward  did  from  many  others  of  the  fame 
province.  This  information  was  extremely  agree- 
able to  the  admiral,  who  Was  jpft  recovered  from  a 
fit  of  illnefs,  occafioned  by  fatigue  \  and  on  Wed- 
nefday  March  12th  he  fet  out  from  Ifabella  for  Ce- 
boa, attended  by  the  people  who  were  in  health,  on 

foot 
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fbot  and  horfeback^  except  a  (Irong  guard  wh^ch  he 
left  in  the  two  (hips,  and  three  caravals,  that  re- 
mained under  the  command  of  his  brother  Diego 
Columbus.  This  precaution  he  took  in  confequence 
of  a  confpiracy  he  had  detected  on  board,  headed  by 
one  Bernarde  de  Pifa,  who  had  embarked  from 
Spain  in  quality  of  comptroller  to  their  catholic  ma- 
jefties  :  but  the  combination  being  difcovered,  Co- 
lumbus fecured  the  ringleader,  until  he  fhould  have 
an  opportunity  of  fending  him  home  to  undergo  his 
trial.  Having  t!;u^  prevented  the  fatal  confequences 
of  a  mutiny,  he  departed  for  Ceboa,  with  neceflaries 
to  build  a  fort  in  that  province,  for  the  fccurity  df 
thofe  who  fhould  be  left  to  gather  gold  among  the 
Indians ;  and  that  he  might  the  more  intimidate  and 
awe  thefe  favages,  he  made  a  parade  of  z\l  his  peo- 
ple, whom  he  ordered  to  march  rhrougli  their  vil- 
js^s  in  rank  and  file,  witii  their  arms  and  accoutre- 
inents,  trumpets  founding,  and  colours  flying.  In 
Jiis  march  he  paflcd  by  many  Indian  towns,  com- 
pofed  of  round  thatched  houfes,  the  doors  of  which 
were  fo  fmail,  that  no  perfon  could  enter  without 
ftooping  very  low.  The  inhabitants  feemed  to  have 
po  notion  of  private  property,  for  they  attempted  to 
take  from  the  Spaniards  any  thing  they  chanced  to 
like,  and  were  furprifed  at  meeting  with  a  repulfe. 
The  whole  way  was  diverfified  with  pleafant  moun- 
tains covered  with  wild  vines,  aloes,  caffia,  and  va- 
rious forts  of  trees. 

On  the  14th  of  March,  the  admiral  fet  forward 
for  the  river  of  Canes;  and  having  proceeded  a 
league  and  a  half,  arrived  at  the  banks  of  another, 
which  he  named  the  Golden  river,  becaufe  here  they 
gathered  fome  dull  and  a  few  grains  of  that  metal. 
Having  with  fome  difficulty  pafled  this  large  body 
of  wayr,  he  found  a  confiderable  town,  and  all  the 
hbufes  (hut  againft  him  by  the  inhabitants,  who  had 
barred  the  doors  withf^canes,  which  they  looked  upon 
as  an  impregnable  defence.  On  the  i6th  of  March, 
lie  entered  the  province  of  Ceboa,  whichj  though 
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rough  and  (tony,  yields  plenty  of  grafs,  and  is  wa- 
tered by  feveral  rivers  abounding  with  gold,  wafiied 
down  from  the  mountains;  but  has  few  trees,  ex- 
cept fome  pines  and  palms  on  the  banks  of  the 
rivers. 

His  firft  care  was  to  crcft  a  fort  in  a  very  (Irong^ 
though  pleafant  fituation,  to  command  the  country 
about  the  mines,  and  protect  the  Chriftian  adven- 
turers. This  fortification,  which  he  called  the  caf- 
tle  of  St.  Thomas,  was  fufficient  to  render  all  the 
attempts  of  the  Indians  abortive.  It  was  garrifoned 
by  fifty-fix  men,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Mar- 
garite,  and  among  thefe  were  workmen  of  all  forts, 
to  finifli  and  repair  the  fort. 

The  admiral,  after  giving  proper  direftions  to 
the  garrifon,  fet  out  on  his  return  for  Ifabella,  and 
arrived  there  on  the  29th  of  March,  where  he  found 
melons  already  fit  to  eat,  though  the  feed  had  not 
been  above  two  months  in  the  ground.  Cucumbers 
came  to  perfection  in  twenty  days  ;  and  a  wild  vine 
in  the  country,  being  pruned,  produced  large  and 
excellent  grapes.  The  next  day  a  peafant  gathered 
cars  of  wheat,  which  he  had  fown  in  the  latter  end 
of  January:  vetches  improved  in  the  foil,  and  pro- 
duced a  ripe  crop  io  twenty  five  days  after  they  were 
fown.  The  ftoncs  of  fruit  fprouted  out  in  feven 
days  -,  the  vine  branches  put  forth  in  the  fame  time, 
yielcjing  green  grapes  in  five  and  twenty  days,  and 
fugar  canes  budded  in  the  fame  fpace ;  fo  that  the 
admiral  was  perfcftly  well  pleafed  with  the  climate, 
the  foil,  and  the  water,  which  was  extremely  pure, 
cool,  wholefome  and  palatable. 

On  the  I  ft  of  April,  a  meflenger  arrived  from  St. 
Thomas,  with  intelligence,  that  the  cacique  Cau- 
nabo  was  employed  in  making  preparations  for  at- 
tacking the  fort :  and  though  Columbus  paid^o  re- 
gard to  this  report,  knowing  how  little  the  natives 
were  to  be  feared,  efpccially  as  they  were  fo  much 
terrified  by  the  horlcs,  yet  intending  to  put  to  fea 

with 
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with  his  three  caravals,  in  order  to  difcover  the  con* 
tinent,  he  rcfolvcd  to  leave  every  thing  quiet  be- 
hind him  ;  and  for  that  purpofe  fent  a  reinforcenienc 
of  feventy  men  to  the  fort»  the  greateft  part  of 
whom  had  orders  to  make  the  roads  more  pa(rable» 
and  find  out  the  fords  of  the  rivers.  In  the  mean 
time  he  compleated  his  town,  which,  was  laid  out  in 
.  regular  ftreecs,  with  a  convenient  market  place, .  and 
fupplied  it  with  the  river  water,  conveyed  through 
an  artificial  canal.  He  likewife  eredled  a  water-mill 
to  grind  wheat ;  but  as  his  people  were  not  as  yet 
accuftomed  to  the  food  of  the  natives,  and  provi- 
iions  beginning  to  fail,  he  determined  to  fend  all 
the  fuperfluous  mouths  to  Spain.  This  ftep  he  was 
rather  induced  to  take,  becaufe  the  climate  difagreed 
with  many,  who  were  in  a  fick  and  languifhing 
condition :  as  for  thole  who  enjoyed  health,  and  were 
not  abfolutcly  nccefTary  in  the  town,  he  fent  them 
out  to  traveife  the  ifland,  that  they  might  recon- 
noitre the  ground,  accuftom  themfelves  to  the  In- 
dian diet,  and  ftrike  a  terror  into  the  inhabitants : 
they  were  commanded  by  Hoieda,  who  had  orders 
to  march  into  Ccboa,  and  deliver  them  to  Peter 
Margarite,  who  received  direftions  to  lead  them 
round  the  ifland,  while  Hoieda  commanded  the  fort 
of  St.  Thomas. 

Accordingly  four  hundred  of  the  Spaniards  de- 
parted on  the  29th  of  April  from  Ifabella;  and, 
having  crolTcd  the  river  del  Oro,  apprehended  a  ca- 
cique, whom,  together  with  his  brother,  they  fent 
in  irons  to  the  admiral.  This  punifhment  was  in- 
fiided  on  the  cacique  for  breach  of  truft.  He  had 
accommodated  three  Spaniards  in  their  way  from  St. 
'Thomas  to  Ifabella  with  five  Indians  to  carry  their 
cloaths  over  a  river ;  but  the  Spaniards  were  no 
looner  in  the  middle  of  the  ftrcam,  than  the  favages 
ran  away  with  the  baggage,  and  the  cacique,  inflead 
of  punifhing  them  for  the  theft,  rcfufcd  to  reltore 
the  booty. 

Another 
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Another  cacique  who  dwelt  beyond  the  river,  rt* 
lying  upon  the  fervice  he  had  done  the  Spaniards^ 
accompanied  the  prifoners  to  Ifabella,  in  order  to 
intercede  in  their  behalf  with  the  admiral,  who  en- 
tertained him  courteoufly  -,  but  in  order  to  inhance 
the  value  of  the  favour  he  intended  to  grant,  com- 
manded the  delinquents  to  be  brought  out  tQ  execu- 
tion. The  mediator  feeing  them  in  this  dangerous 
'  fituatioR,  fhed  a  flood  of  tears,  and  begged  their 
lives  might  be  fpared,  with  the  moft'earncft  entrea- 
ties ;  in  confequcnce  of  which  they  were  pardoned 
and  difmifled.  Immediately  after  their  releafe,  a 
man  on  horfeback,  juft  arrived  from  St.  Thomas's, 
told  the  admiral,  tut  in  his  way  through  the  town 
bebn^ng  to  the  cacique  who  had  been  prifoner,  he 
had' fingly  refcued  four  Spaniards,  whom  the  In- 
dians had  taken  by  way  of  reprifals,  and  chafed 
^  about  four  hundred  people,  who  fled  at  the  very 
fight  of  his  horfe. 

Columbus  having  now.  fitted  out  his  fleet  for  a 
new  expedition,  appointed  a  council  to  govern  the 
ifland  in  his  abfence,  confifting  of  his  brother  Diego 
as  prefident,  and  five  other  perfons*.  Then  he  fail«- 
ed  to  Cuba,  ran  along  .the  fouth  fide  of  that  ifland, 

*  It  was  daring  the  time  that  Columbus  was  tltus  fettling  the 
affairs  of  Hifpaniola,  that  John  Cabot*  (a  citizen  of  Venice,  who 
Bved  at  Briftol)  an4  his  Too  Scbaftian,  failed  from  the  laH  raeo' 
tioned  city  upon  difcoveries ;  faw  the  continent  of  Newfoundland* 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Prima  Vifia^  or  Firft-feen  ;  and  on 
the  24th  of  June*  t)ie  fame  year  1 494,  went  afhore  on  an  ifland-^ 
which  they  called  St,  JohnVfrom  its  being  difcovcred  on  St.  John^a 
day,  John  Cabot,  on  his  return  to  England,  obtained  a  patent  for 
making  difcoveries ;  but  dying  foon  after,  king  Henry  VII.  grant* 
€d>  new  patent  to  his  fon  Seballian*  who  let  (ail  on  the  4th  of 
May,  1497*  before  Columbus  began  his  third  vovaee.  Sebaftian 
lailed  as  high  as  67^  30'  north  latitude ;  proceeded  from  thence 
^ito  the  latitude  of  56^*  and  from  thence  ran  down  to  38^'  along 
Che  coaft  of  the  continent  of  America*  which  he  exprefly  fays* 
was  afterwards  called  Florida*  where  provifions  growing  (hort* 
lie  iailcd  back»  touched  at  Newfoundland^  and  returned  to  £ng- 
land. 

»4 
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tmd  put  into  a  large  bay,  which  he  called  Puerto 
Grande,  from  its  extent  and  depth  of  water. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  the  admiral  failed  for  Jamaica^ 
where  lie  was  told  there  was  great  plenty  of  gold,  and 
on  the  5th9  anchored  in  that  ifland,  which  he  thought 
the  moft  beautiful  (tf  any  he 'had  yet  feen.     An  afto* 
nifhinj^  multitude  of  natives  came  on  board  in  canoes 
of  difrerent  fizes^  to  barter  provifions,  which  they  ex* 
changed  for  the  moft  inconQderable  toys.    The  next  . 
day,  lie  coafted  along  the  fliore;  but  fending  out 
his  boats  to  found  the  mouths  of  fome  harbours,  they 
were  furrounded  by  canoes  full  of  armed  men,  who 
feemed  bent  upon  committing  aAs  of  hoftility.    The 
Spaniards,  however,  being  refolved  to  enter  Puerto 
Bueno,  faluted  them  with  a  flight  of  arrows,  by  which 
fix  or  fcvcn  were  wounded,  and  the  Feft  fo  intimi- 
dated,  that  they  fled  with  precipitation.      In  this 
harbour,  the  admiral's  fhip  was  repaired,  and  on  the    , 
14th,  he  flood  over  again  to  Cuba,  with  full  refolu* 
tion  to  know  whether  it  was  an  ifland  or  a  continent. 
The  fame  day  a  very  young  Indian  of  Jamaica  coming 
on  board,  defired  to  accompany  the  admiral  to  Spain  ; 
and  though  many  of  his  kindred  and  countrymen 
came,  with  tears  in  their  eyes,  earneftly  entreating 
him  to  return,  he  perfifted  in  his  refolution,  and  the 
admiral  gave  orders  he  (hould  be  treated  with  the  ut« 
moft  kindnefs  and  civility. 

On  the  15th,  the  admiral  reached  the  point  of  Cur 
ba,  which  he  denominated  Cabo  de  Santa  Cruz ;  and 
as  he  coafted  along,  was  overtaken  by  a  terrible  ftorm, 
attended  with  thunder  and  lightning,  the  more  dan- 
gerous as  he  was  entangled  among  flats  and  currents, 
which  hindered  him  from  taking  in  his  fails.  He 
found  the  whole  fea,  to  the  north  and  north-eaft,  in- 
terfperfed  with  a  vafl  number  of  little,  low,  fandy 
iflands,  fome  of  which  fcarce  appear  above  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  render  the  navigation  very 
difficult.  Indeed  the  nearer  they  failed  to  Cuba,  the 
higher  and  pleafanter  thefe  iflands  appeared  i  and  as 
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it  would  have  been  a  tedious  taik  to  beftow  a  name 
upon  every  particular,  he  ftiled  them  the  Queen's 
Garden*  The  next  day  they  feemed  to  multiply  on 
all  hands,  infomuch  that  the  men  reckoned  one  hun- 
dred and  fixty,  parted  firom  each  other  by  navigable 
channels,  through  fome  of  which  the  (hips  (ailed. 
On  thefe  they  faw  a  great  number  of  cranes  red  as 
icarlec,  abundance  of  tortoifes  or  turtle,  and  their 
eggs,  and  an  infinite  number  of  litde  finging  birds. 
The  very  air  was  as  fweet  as  if  it  had  been  impreg^ 
nated  with  the  fcent  of  rofes,  and  all  other  vegetable 
perfumes. 

In  one  of  thofe  channels  they  found  a  canoe  with 
fifliermen,  who  feeing  the  boat  approach,  made  figns 
to  the  Spaniards  to  lay  upon  their  oars,  until  they 
had  performed  their  operation,  which  was  very  fm- 
gular  and  curious.  They  had  tied  a  firing  round  the 
tail  of  fome  fmall  fifhes  called  reves,  that  are  taught 
to  encounter  other  fifb,  to  which  they  cling  fo  faft,  by 
means  of  a  certain  roughnefs  and  vifcofity  in  their 
Ikin,  that  the  fi(hermen  draw  them  up  together :  up- 
on this  occafion  they  caught  a  tortoife  ^  and  the  reve 
was  wound  about  its  neck,  where  they  generally  fallen 
to  fecure  themfelves  from  the  teeth  of  their  game  ^ 
and  in  this  manner  they  will  fometimes  attack  (harks 
of  the  largeft  fize.  The  Indians  having  drawn  their 
line  very  quietly,  went  on  board  of  the  admiral,  and 
prefented  the  fi(h  which  they  had  caught ;  for  which 
he  gratified  them  with  a  few  baubles,  and  held  on 
his  courfe :  though  he  now  began  to  be  in  want  of 
provifions,  and  his  health  was  very  much  impaired  by 
fatigue  and  want  of  reil,  which  he  would  not  venture 
to  enjoy  amidfl  fuch  a  number  of  unknown  idands, 
which  every  night  produce  a  great  fog  to  the  eaflward, 
accompanied  with  thunder  and  lightning,  though  it 
vanifhes  as  foon  as  the  moon  is  rifen.  During  the 
night,  the  wind  generally  blows  ofi^  (hore,  but  in  the 
day  it  is  almoft  always  eafterly,  and  feems  to  follow 
the  fun  io  its  diurnal  courfe. 

Oa 
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;,>Oa  thczid  of  May,  the  admiral  landed  on  dh 
illand  fbmewhat  larger  than  the  tcfi,  which  he  called 
8t  Mary,  -and  entered  a  town  abandoned  by  the  in- 
habitants;  where  hefobtid  nothing  but  fi(h,  and  iomp 
ilogs  that  refemble  inaftiffs:  He  theh  direded  his 
fourfe  north-eaft,  where  he  was  (till  perplexed  and 
i&tigued;  by  (ailing  arid  founding  among  an  aftonifh- 
ing  numbet'  of  flats  and  iflands^  becaufe,  in  Ipice 
of  all  his  precautions  ill  founding  and  keeping  a 
^ood  look-out;  the  (hip  ^s  often  aground,  and 
there  was  ho  poflibility  of  avoiding  this  incohve- 
hiencet  this  bonfideration,  joined  to  thofe  we  have 
kiready  ihentiohed.  Obliged  him  to  relinquifh  his 
idefi^h  df  failing  elft  i^iboilt  tkntil  he  (hould  return  to 

Spam.  ,  .      ,  ^ 

The  (hips  being  noW  in  want  of  water,  Columbui 
touched  again  at  CilbiU  &hd  one  of  the  fallors  going 
up  among  the  trees  with  a.  crofs-bow  in  fearch  of 

game,  faw  about  thirty  people  armed  with  fpears  and 
aves,  called  Macanis,  land  among  them  a  perlbn 
blad  ih  a  whit^  coat  oi*  veil  that  reached  down  to  his 
knees;  and  carried  by  twd  men  in  long  garments  of 
^e  fame  {tiiflT,  all  three  being  as  white  as  Spaniards : 
but  lie  had  no  coiiverf^tion  with  them  ;  becaufe,  fee- 
^  ng  fubh  d  number,  he  Called  to  his  Companions,  and 
the  Indians  rah  away  without  looking  back.  Next 
diy  the  admiral  fent  peofile  on  fhore  to  know  the 
truth  of  this  report,  but  the  woods  and  bogs  were 
JTo  impaflfablej  that  they  could  not  proceed  in  their 
inquiry. 

About  ten  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  this  place, 
they  faw  houfes,  from  which  the  natives  came  in  ca- 
noes, with  water;  and  fuch  food  is  they  eat ;  and  one 
bJF  them  was  detained  as  an  interpreter  by  the  ad- 
bliral,  who  promifed  to  difmifs  him  in  fafety,  as  foon 
las  he  Ihould  have  given  him  proper  direft'^ons  for  his 
voyage,  and  a  di(lin£k  account  of  the  country.  The 
Ihdiah  was  fatisfied  with  his  protiiife^  and  gave  him 
to  underftand  that  Cuba  was  an  ifland  ;  that  the  king 
Vm.  LI  ^z 
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or  cacique  of  the  wcflcrn  part  never  fpoke  to  his  fub-' 
jefts,  but  made  certain  figns,  in  confequence  of  which 
all  his  orders  were  peiformed ;  and  that  all  the  coaft 
was  very  low,  and  Ibrrounded  by  fmall  iilands*  Next 
day,  June  the  nth,  the  admiral  being  inclofed  be* 
twcen  two  of  thefc,  was  obliged  to  tow  the  fhipsovera 
flat ;  and  bearing  up  clofer  to  Cuba,  they  faw  very  large 
tortoifes,  in  fuch  numbers,  that  they  aAually  covered 
the  fea.  Next  day  the  fun  was  darkened  by  a  cloud 
of  fca-crows  that  came,  from  feaward,  and  lighted  up- 
on the  ifland,  where  they  likewife  faw  abundance  of 
pigeons  and  other  birds ;  and  afterward,  fuch  fwarms 
of  butterflies,  that  the  day  was  obfcured  from  morn- 
ing tin  night,  when  they  were  carried  away  by  a  de* 
luge  of  rain. 

On  the  13th  of  June,  the  admiral  being  in  want  of 
wood  and  water,  anchored  in  the  ifland  of  Evange- 
lifla,  about  thirty  leagues  in  compafs;  and  having 
provided  the  fliips  with  what  they  wanted,  direfted 
his  courfe  fouthward,  in  hopes  of  finding  another 
paflage :  but,  after  having  failed  a  few  leagues  through 
what  feemed  to  be  a  channel,  he  faw  himtelf  embayed, 
and  was  obliged  to  return  as  he  entered.  Hence  he 
failed  on  the  25th,  towards  fome  fmall  iflands  that 
appeared  to  the  north-weft ;  not  far  from  which  the 
fea  Teemed  in  different  places  to  be  of  various  colours, 
owing,  in  all  probability,  to  the  fliallow  water,  and 
nature  of  the  bottom  feen  through  it.  Thence  re- 
turning to  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  he  ftood  to  the  eaftward 
with  fcant  winds,  and  on  the  30th  day  of  June,  while 
he  was  writing  his  journal,  the  fliip  ran  a-ground  fo 
faft,  that  flie  could  not  be  got  ofl^  without  great  difli* 
culty,  and  fome  damage. 

Mafs  was  performed  on  the  7th  of  July,  during 
which  they  were  vifited  by  an  old  cacique  of  that 
province,  who  lifl^ned  very  attentively  to  the  fervice, 
and  afterwards  flgnified  his  belief  of  the  exiftence  of 
a  fopreme  Being,  who  rewards  virtue,  and  puniflies 

vice 
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vice  in  a  fbture  ftate :  he  was  acquainted  with  fome 
bf  the  chiefs  in  Hifpaniola,  had  been  in  Jamaica,  and 
ilt  the  weft  etid  df  Cuba^  where  the  cacique  was  clad 
likcaprieft. 

On  the  1 6th  of  July,  the  admiral  piit  to  fea^  though 
very  much  incommoded  by  the  rains  and  winds, 
which,  as  he  apptdached  Cape .  Cruz,  fuddenly  in- 
treaied  to  fuch  a  ftorm,  that  the  fhips  were  almoft 
ovcrfct  before  the  fails  could  be  furled,  and  they 
ihipped  fo  much  water,  thkt  the  men  were  fcarce 
able  to  keep  them  clear  by  purtiping,  fo  much  were 
they  reduced  by  fatigue  and  want  of  provifions :  a 
man's  allowance  being  ftinted  to  a  pound  of  rotten 
bilket,  and  half  a  pint  of  wine  per  day,  which  the 
admiral  himfelf  did  not  exceed.  In  this  diftrefs,  he, 
on  the  i8th  of  July,  reached  Cape  Cruz;  where  he 
was  vfcl'y  civilly  entertained  by  the  Indians,  who  fup- 
plied  him  with  bread  called  calTada,  made  of  roots 
grated,  abundahte  of  fi(h,  and  (lore  of  pleafant  fruit. 
Thus  rcftcihtdj  he  flood  over  to  Jamaica  on  the  2 id 
day  of  July;  and  coafting  along  to  the  weft  ward, 
found  it  full  of  excellent  harbours,  and  abounding 
with  inhabitants  i  he  judged  it  to  be  about  80  miles 
in  compafs. 

The  weather  clearing  up,  he  failed  to  the  caftward, 
land  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  making  the  fouth  fide  of 
Hifpaniola,  called  the  firft  point  Cape  St.  Michael^ 
which  is  about  thirty  leagues  diftant  from  the  moft 
eafterly  part  of  Jamaica,  and  at  prcfent  known  by  the 
name  of  Cape  Tiburon.  On  the  23d  he  was  vifited 
iaboard  by  a  cacique;  who  called  him  by  his  name, 
tod  pronounced  fome  Spanifh  words  ;  and  about  the 
latter  end  of  the  month,  he  anchored  in  an  ifland 
known  by  the  name  of  Alto  Velo^  after  having  loft 
fight  of  the  other  two  (hips  that  were  under  his  com- 
mand. Hbre  the  then  killed  eight  feals  that  lay  adeep 
bn  the  fhore,  and  took  abundance  of  pigeons  and 
dthcr  birds,  which,  being  unaccuftomed  to  the  cruelty 
of  the  human  fpecies,  flood  ftill^  and  allowed  them- 

I  Z  felvc$ 
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felves  to  be  knocked  on  the  head ; wkh  ftav^s.  At 
the  end  of  fix  days,  being  joined  by  the  miffing  fhip», 
they  ftood  for  the  ifland  Beata,  at  the  dUJUnce  pf 
t>;^elvc  leagues  from  Alto  Velo :  thence  coaftir>S:al9i^ 
Hifpaniola,  which  exhibited  a  ^delightful  j^roT^pt&oE 
a  plain,  running  up  a  mile  from  the  fea,  lb  pppidlousv 
that  for  a  whole  league  it  feemed  to  be  one  continued 
town,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  wUch. appeared  a  lake, 
five  leagues  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft.  Here  the 
natives  came  aboard  in  their  canoes,  and  informed  the 
admiral,  that  they  had  been  vifited  by  fome  Spaniards 
from  Ifabella,  where  all  was  well.  He  was  very  much 
pleafed  with  this  informauon,  and  immediately  dif* 
patched  nine  men  acrofs  the  ifland  to  his  colony,  with 
the  news  of  his  fafe  return,  while  he  and  his  Ibips  ftilt 
failed  along  the  coaft  to  the  eaftward.  In  this  courTc 
he  fent  the  boats  for  water,  near  a  great  town,  from 
which  the  Indians  came  td  oppoie  their  landing,  with 
bows  and  poifonous  arrows,  and  produced  fome  ropes, 
with  which  they  threatened  to  bind  the  Chriftians : 
but  as  foon  as  the  boats  reached  the  fhore,  they  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  afked  for  the  admiral,  to  whom 
they  made  a  tender  of  all  they  had. 

Near  this  place,  they  faw  in  the  iea  a  filb  a$  big  a» 
a  whale,  with  a  great  (hell,  like  that  of  a  tortoife, 
upoa  its  neck :  it  bore  its  head,  which  was  as  large 
as  an  hogfhead,  above  water,  had  a  very  long  tail, 
relembling  that  of  a  tunny  fi(h,  and  two  large  fans  on 
the  fides.  From  this,  and  other  concurring  figns, 
the  admiral  prognofticated  a  change  of  weather,  and 
feeking  fome  place  where  he  might  ridefecure,  it  was 
his  good  fortune  to  difcover  an  ifland  near  the  eaft  parft 
of  Hifpaniola,  called  by  the  natives  Adamanai.  Be- 
tween this  and  Hifpaniola,  he  came  to  an  anchor 
clofe  under  another  fmall  ifland,  and.  obfirrved  an 
eclipfc  of  the  moon,  which  was  followed  by  a  tempefk 
that  lafted  feveral  days  -,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  lie 
in  this  fituation  till  the  loth,  not  without  great  ap*- 
prehenfion  on  account  of  the  other  vefick  whicji  could 
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notgeff  iih  Howler,  they  weathered  the  ftorm  and 
joki)^  the  admiral^'  who  iailed  on  the  24th  to  the 
eafteriDoft  point  of  HiTpaniola*,  from  whence  he 
pafledover  to  a  little  ifland  which  the  Indians  cajlkd 
£^na^  and  in  his  paflage  from  hence  to  St.  John  dc  , 
BorriguM)  he  was^  in  confequence  o(  the  fatigue  he  ^/ 
had  undergone,  leized  with  a  peftilential  and  lethar- 
gic f^tu  which  deprived  him  of  his  fenfes  and  me- 
nfoiy.  In  this  dilemma,  it  was  refolved  by  his  peo- 
pie  to  defift  from  the  defign  he  had  formed,  of  dif* 
covering  the  Caribbees,  and  to 'return  to  Ifabella* 
where  they  arrived  in  five  days ;  and  on  the  29th  of 
September,  the  admiral  recovered  the  ufe  of  his  rea« 
fon,  and  his  fever  left  him^  though  his  weaknefs  lafted 
fivte  months. 

On  his  arrival  at  Ifabella,  he  found  his  brother 
Bartholomew,  who,  in  returning  to  Spain  from  the 
court  of  England,  had  been  informed  of  Chriftopher's 
iucceis,  by  Charles  king  of  France,  who  fupplied  him 
with  a  hundred  crowns  for  the  expence  of  his  journey. 
Having  received  this  intelligence,  he  made  all  the 
haAe  he  could  to  overtake  the  admiral  in  Spain,  but 
before  he  arrived  in  Sevil,  his  brother  had  failed  on 
his  fecond  voyage:  however,  he  foon followed  with 
three  (hips,  the  command  of  which  was  given  to  him 
by  their  catholic  majefties.  And  now  the  admiral 
made  him  governor  of  the  Indies,  though'  this  title 
occafi^aed  fome  difpute ;  becauie  the  king  and  queea 
alleged,  tiiat  Chridopber  had  no  power  to  grant  fuch 
an  office:  neverthelcfs  this  difference  was  compro- 
mifed,  and  his  place  confirmed  under  the  title  of 
Adelaptado,  or  lijeutenant  of  the  Indies. 

Though  the  company  and  afllftance  of  Bartholo* 
mew  were  of  great  comfort  and  fervice  to  the  admi* 
ral,  he  was  involved  in  infinite  trouble  and  vexation, 
by  the  mifcondudt  pf  Peter  Margarite,  which  had 
produced  a  revolt  among  the  Indians.  This  officer, 
inftead  of  obeying  the  orders  of  Columbus,  in  tra- 
yerfing  and  reducing  the  ifland,  with  360  foot^  acvd 
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14  horfc,  which  were  left  under  his  command^  co- 
C2tmped  in  a  great  plain,  called  Vega  Real,  at  thtc 
diftance  of  ten  leagues  from  Ifebella,  frotn  -  whence 
he  fenc  infolcnt  letters,  and  even  orders  to  the  counciL 
over  which  he  wanted  to  domineer :  but  finding  it 
imprafticable  to  fueceed  in  his  defign  of  ufurpmg 
the  fupreme  command,  and  dreading  the  return  of 
the  admiral,  who  would  call  him  to  an  account  for 
his  behaviour,  he  embarked  in  the  firft  Aiip>  bound 
for  Spain,  without  having  affigned  any  reafon  for  his    • 
departure,  or  in  any  fliape  difpofed  of  the  men  who  . 
were  under  his  command-,  fo  that  every  perfon  being 
ac  liberty  to  follow  his  own  inclination,    they  dif- 
perfed  themfelves  in  tlie  country,  robbed  the  natives  . 
of  their  women  and  effeds,  and  committed  fuch  but*  : 
rages,  as  entirely  alienated  the  affe£lions  of  the  In« 
dians,  and  even  induced  them  to  lay  fchcmes  of  re- 


venge. 


Indeed  they  might  have  eafily  (haken  off  the  Spa- 
nrfh  yoke,  had  they  united  in  their  own  defence :  tor, 
there  were  four  principal  kings  or  caciques,  namely, 
Caunabo,  Guacanagari,  Behechico,  and  Guarconex, 
arid  upon  each  of  thefe  70  or  80  petty  lords  de- 
pended *,  not  thait  thefe  valfals  paid  tribute,  but  were 
obliged,  when  called,  to  affift  them  in  their  wars  and 
agriculture.  Guacanagari  continued  a  firm  friend  to 
the  Chriftians ;  and,  vifiting'  the  admiral  at  his  re- 
turn, declared  he  had  been  in  no  (hape  aiding  or 
affifting  to  thofe  who  had  injured  the  Spaniards  ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  had  protcftcd  and  maintained  on* 
hundred  of  his  people,  and  for  that  reafon  incurred 
the  dilpkafure  of  the  other  kings.  Behechico  had 
Jcijled  one  of  his  women,  and  another  had  been  taken 
avvav  by  Caunabo ;  fo  that  he  implored  the  afljftance 
of  Columbus,  to  recover  her  wlio  was  alive,  and  re- 
venge the  other's  death.  The  admiral  had  lb  oftcri 
experienced  the  humanity  and  affcdtion  of  this  ca- 
cique, that  he  rcfolved  to  redrefs  his  wrongs,  cfpe- 
cially  as  it  v»'as  his  intereft  to  foment  and  maintain 
^''  dilfcntion 
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diflcDrion  among  the  Indian  chiefs,  who,  :n  being 
divided,  would  be  the  more  eafily  fubdued.  In  the 
mean  time,  fome  of  the  natives  who  had  murdered 
his  men,  being  apprehended,  were  punilhed  with 
death,  and  others  fent  to  Spain  in  four  fhips,  which 
had  come  out  in  February,  under  the  command  of 
AntDnio  de  Torres.  ■" 

On  the  24th  of  March  1495,  Columbus,  with  6ua- 
canagari,  daparted  from  Ifabclla,  to  profecute  the  war 
againft  his  Indian  enemies,  who  were  afic-pbled  to  the 
number  of  one  hundred  thoufand,  while  his  forces 
did  not  exceed  two  hundred  Chriftians,  with  twenty: 
horfes  and  as  many  dogs. 
'  On  the  fecond  day  of  his  march,  bcin*  in  fight  of 
the  enemy,  he  divided  his  army  into  two  bodies,  giv- 
ing the  commwid  of  one  half  to  his  brother  the  lieu- 
tenant, that  by  attacking  in  two  places  at  once,  they 
might  increafe  the  terror  and  conniiion  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  fcattcred  about  the  plains.  Accordingly, 
the  Spaniards  having  Brll  thrown  them  into  diforder, 
by  a  oifcharge  of  their  crofs-bows  and  mufkeis,  fell 
in  among  them  with  their  horfes  and  dogs,  charging 
with  fuch  fury,  that  the  faint-hearted  multitude  were 
routed  and  fled  different  ways,  with  great  precipita- 
tion. Many  were  flain  in  the  purfuit,  and  a  great 
number  made  prifoners  ;  among  whom  was  Caunabo, 
with  all  his  wives  and  children.  This  cacique  con- 
feOed  that  he  had  killed  twenty  of  the  Chriftians,  who 
had  been  left  with  Peter  dc  Arna  at  the  Nativity, 
that  his  intention  was  to  aft  in  ilie  lame  manner  at  the 
town  of  Kabella,  which  he  had  reconnoitered  under 
colour  of  friendlhip.  Such  a  confeflion,  rogethtr 
with  his  being  taken  in  aftual  rebellion,  were  matters 
of  fuch  importance,  that  the  admiral  tliought  proper 
to  fcnd  him  and  his  whole  family  inio  Spain,  where 
they  might  be  ufcd  according  to  the  plcafurc  of  their 
Catholic  majefties. 

The  Indians  were  fo  much  intimidated  by  the  vic- 
tory which  the  Spaniards  iiad  obtained,  and  the  cap- 
I  4  tivity 
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tivity  of  Caunabo,  that  in  (he  fpace  of  a  yeaF»  tb^ 
^miral,  without  drawing  aTwqrd,  reduced  the  wboloi 
jfland  to  obedience,  and  Impofed  a  Quarterly  tribute 
to  be  paid  to  the  king  and  queen  of  Spain.  Thus 
every  thing  was  fetded  to  the  fatisfadtion  oi  all  par- 
ties, and  the  people  becami^  fo  quiet  and  pacific,  that 
a  finsle  %>ani2ird  could  travel  in  fafety  over  the  whojg 
jflaiid,  and  be  received  every  wher;  with  bofpitaJSrjr 
and  regard:  though  ()y  thi$  time,  t))cp  colony  waSt 
by  the  difeafe^  of  the  climate,  and  change  ot  diet, 
reduced  to  lefs  than  ope  third  of  (he  number  which 
^g^landed  at  Ifabi^iU. 

fDuring  this  interval  of  peace,  the  Sp^iards  by 
converfing  with  the  natives,  became  better  acquainted 
v^ch  their  manners  and  cuftoms,  and.  among  other 
tilings,  learned  that  the  ifland  produced  copper, 
a:^ure,  amber,  ebony,  cedar,  ffapkinpenfe,  a  kind 
of  bitter  cinnamon,  ginger,  lon^-pcpper,  and  a  great 
number  of  mulberry  trees,  whicn  bes^r  leaves  all  th^; 
year  for  the  fupport  of  a  filk  manufaftiire.— With  re- 
gard to  religion,  the  admiral  himfclf  writes,  that  every 
king  or  cacique,  here,  as  well  as  in  the  other  iflands 
and  continent,  had  ^  detached  houfe  fet  apart  for  the 
lodging  and  fervice  of  certain  wooden  image;  called 
Cemis,  before  which  they  prayed  with  great  devotion, 
and  peculiar  rites.  Caunabo  being  queftioned  about 
a  future  (late,  faid,  that  after  death  he  (hould  go  to  ^ 
certain  vale,  where  he  fhould  find  his  parents  and 
predcceflfors,  and  eat,  and  drink,  and  enjoy  all  the 
lenfual  pleafures  in  the  higheft  perfection. 

The  idand  of  Hifpaniola  Semg  now  in  a  (late  of 
quiet  fubmiflion,  the  colony  of  Ifa|)ella  eftablifhcd, 
and  three  forts  erefted  in  different  parts,  for  the  fecu- 
rity  of  the  Spaniards,  the  admiral  refolvcd  to  return 
to  Caftilc  to  give  an  account  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  and 
acquit  himfelf  of  fome  flanderous  accufations,  which 
certain  enylous  and  malicious  perfons  had  laid  againft 
him  and  his  brother.  Me  therefore,  on  Thurfday 
ipth  of  March,  1496,  went  on  board  with  two  hun- 

dred 
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l^edand  twenty*five  Spaoiands*  andtlilrty  Indi^n^ 
pmbvkcd  in  two  caravafs  judled  Santa  Cruz  and  Nina^ 
and  failing  from  IfabeUf  early  intne  mornings  bc^ 
jcoply  to  the  caftward. 

On  the  22,d,  be  weathered  thj(  moft  cafterly  pointr 
pf  the  iflandy  ftill  continujn^  the  fiune  courfe,  though 
f  he  wind  was  in  hi)  tjcetb,  till  the  6th  of  April,  whei| 
finding  bis  provifions  fdling  fhoifi  and  his  men  weat]^- 
i^nd  difcouraged,  he  ftood  o^  more  foutherly  tQ  the 
Caribbce  iflands^  ^d  on  Saturday  the  9th*  anchored 
at  Marigalante.  Next  day  he  ii^le4  to  Quiuialoupet 
and  fent  afhore  bis  bfoats,  which  being  oppofed  by  a 
number  of  women*  who  rufhed  out  of  a  wood  with 
\)ov/s  and  arrows ;  the  Spaniards  laymg  pn  their  oars^ 
pcdered  two  of  their  Indian  women  to  fivim  aOiore, 
and  tell  the  iflanders  that  they  wanted  notbjng  but 
provifions,  for  which  they  would  give  them  a  valuable 

confideration* 

When  the  female  v/arrjors  underftood  tfie  demand 
pf  the  Cbriftians,  they  direded  them  to  the  north- 
fide,  where  they  would  be  fupplied  by  their  hulbands: 
accordingly  the  fhips  coafting  round  the  ifland,  a 

f^reat  number  of  people  came  down  to  the  (hore,  and 
et  fly  feveral  flights  of  arrows  at  the,  boats:  but 
perceiving  the  Spaniards  rowed  towards  the  fhore, 
they  formed  an  ambufcade  in  the  neareft  woods,  fronf 
whence,  however,  they  were  driven  by  the  cannon 
pf  the  (hips ;  fo  that  their  houfes  and  e/Fefls  being 
abandoned,  were  pillaged  and  deftroyed  by  the  Chrif- 
tians,  who  being  acquainted  with  the  method,  went 
to  work,  and  nriadc  a  fufficient  quantity  of  bread  to 
fupply.  their  wants.  In  thefc  Indian  houfes,  which, 
contrary  to  the  prafticc  of  the  other  iflands,  were 
fquaie,  they  found  large  parrots,  honey,  wax,  and 
iron,  of  which  they  had  hatchets  and  looms  for  weav- 
ing their  tents ;  and  in  one,  they  perceived  a  man's 
arm  roafting  on  a  fpit. 

While  fome  of  the  people  were  employed  in  baking 
bread,   the  admiral  detached  forty  men  to  obtain 

fome 
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fome  intelligence  of  the  country,  and.next  day  they 
returned  with -tci*  •  women  and  three  boys,  aniong 
whoni  was  the  wife  of  a  caciqUe,  who  had  been  taken 
by  a  Canary  man,  remarkably  fwift  of  foot.  Not- 
withftanding  his  niftiblenefS)  he  could  not  have  over- 
taken her,  had  not  (he,  feeing  him  alone,  turned  back 
in  fuH  confidence  of  making  him  her  prey.  She  ac* 
cQrdiRgly  feized  and  threw  him  on  the  ground,  and 
ht  certainly  would  have  been  ftifled,  had  not  fome  of 
his  companions  come  to  his  alliftance.  Thefe  women, 
whp  are  exceflively  fat  and  thick,  fwathe  their  legs 
•with  }i  piece  of  cotton  from  the  ancle  to  the  knee, 
and  wear  their  hair  long  and  loofe  flowing  upon  their 
iboulders,  but  no  other  part  of  their  bodies  is  covered. 
The  captive  lady  faid  the  ifland  was  inhabited  by 
women  only,  and  that  among  thofe  who  endeavoured 
to  oppofe  the  landing,  there  were  but  four  men,  who 
chanced  to  be  there  by  accident  ^  for,  at  certain  times 
df  the  year,  they  come  from  other  iflands,  to  pro- 
create the  fpecies.  This  is  Ukewife  the  cafe  in  ano- 
ther ifland  called  Matrimonio,  poffeflTed  by  the*  fame 
fort  of  Amaions,  who  feemedto  be  endued  with 
mafculine  (Irength  and  a  clearnefs  of  underftanding 
which  is  not  found  among  the  men  of  that  country  *, 
for  as  other  Indians  reckon  the  day  by  the  fun,  and 
the  night  by  the  moon  only,  the  women  are  acquaint- 
ed with  aftronomy,  and  they  meafure  their  time  by 
the  rifing  and  fctting  of  the  fl:ars. 

The  admiral  having  furniflied  his  (hips  with  a  fup- 
ply  of  bread,  wood,  and  water,  fet  fail  from  Guada- 
loupe  on  the  20th  of  April,  after  having  gratified  and 
fenc  on  thore  all  the  inhabitants,  except  the  chief  lady 
and  her  daughter,  who  chofe  to  go  to  Spain  along 
with  Ciiunabo,  who,  though  a  cacique  of  Hifpaniola, 
was  a  native  of  the  Caribbees. 

By  the  20th  of  May  the  fliips  being  about  100 
leagues  Vvclt  of  the  Azores,  pioviiions  began  to  fail, 
fo  that  each  man  was  rellridlcd  to  an  allowance  of  fix 
GWkies  of  bread,  and  Ibmething  lefs  than  a  pint  of 

water 
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.water  per  fixf ;  and  the  admiral  found  tte'  Dutch 
jcompafles  varied  a  point,  while  thc^e  of  Gepoa  had 
very  httle  variation.         '  •» 

On  the  8th  of  June,  6veral  days  after  the  reckon- . 
ings  of  all  the  pilots  had  been  out,  exadly  according 
to  the  admiralfs  account,  tl^y  made  the  land  of  Ode-* 
nicra,  between  Lilbon  and  €ape  St.  Vincent,  which 
fome  miftookibr  the  coaft  xxE  Galicia,  while  others 
affirmed  they  were  in  the  Englifli  channel ;  and  by 
this  time  the  fcarcity  on  board  was  fo  great,  that 
many  of  the  people  propo&d  to  eat  the  Indians,  and 
others  were  of  opinion  they  .Ihould.  be  thrown  over- 
board, in  order  to  leffen  the  confumption  of  the 
proviGon  that  remained.  But  both  thefe  cruel  expe- 
dients were  reje£ted  by  the  admiral,  who  exerted  his 
whole  authority  and  addrefs  for  the  proteffcion  of 
thofe  poor  creatures ;  and  next  morning  he  was  rc- 
-warded  for  his  humanity  with  the  fight  of  land,  which 
agreed  &}  well  with  his  predi&ion,  that  His  men  be- 
lieved he  was  Anally  infpired  with  the  fpirit  of  pro* 
phecy. 

Thp  admiral  being  landed,  fet  out  for  Burgos, 
where  he  was  favourably  received  by  their  Catholic 
majefties,  who  were  then  celebrating  the  nuptials  of 
their  fon  Prince  John,  with  Margaret  of  Auftria, 
daughter  of  Maximilian  the  emperor.  He  prefented 
the  king  and  queen  with  famples  of  e^rery  peculiar 
produdion  of  the  Indies,  fuch  as  birds,  beaAs,  trees, 
plants,  inftruments, .  and  utenfils,  together  with  fe- 
veral  girdles  and  mafks  adorned  with  golden  plates, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  gold  duft,  with  grains  of  that 
metal  of  various  fizcs,  from  the  bignels  of  a  vetch,  to 
that  of  a  pigeon's  egg. 

Having  afterwards  vindicated  his  own  condu6t  to 
the  fatisfaftion  of  their  majefties,  he  earneftly  begged 
to  be  Tent  back  with  fupplies  to  the  colony  which  he 
had  left  in  want  of  men  and  many  neceflaries ;  but 
notwithftanding  all  his  folicitations,  the  court  was  fo 
dilatory,  that  ten  or  twelve  months  elapfed  before  he 

could 
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^cdold'  obdun:  a  ftipplxi  which  Waui  fentiA  two  flnp* 
^coinDn0Bi4M]  tiy  Betcr  FemAndez  CorohelK  After  fair 
^cpaiturqi  ^Columbus  continued  mcourt^.  td  nego^. 
/sku)e  t^  cquipn)ent:o£  fuclvat  filfcet  as  would;  be  pro- 
{ler  foiUnni  to^conduft)  to. the  Weft-Irk^:  but  thit^ 
sns  long  retarded  by.  the  oeglig^ce  .fuidi  a»foiafnge«» 
inent  o^the  king's  oiScersi,  fad  particularly  of  Don 
Johp  4c  F6nf<;ca  .archd|n(con  of  Sevile,  who  beings 
[afterwards  createt^  biffipp  »{  QM.rgos^.  proved  an  mvp^ 
terate  enemy  to  the  jidcoiral^  and  was  the  chieJF  of 
thofe  whoy  in  the  fequdy:  brought  him  into  difgra^ 
jf ith  their  CaiholU:  migefties* 


The  TOrd  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS- 

COLUMBUS  having  forwarded  the  ifxpedjitioa 
with  the  utmoft  cait  and  ii^duftry,  on  the  joth 
of  May  1498,  fet  fail  from  the  jbay  of  St.  Lucar  de 
Barrameda*,  wit^  fiy  (hips  loaded  with  provifions  and 
ineceflaries  for  the  relief  of  the  planters  in  Hifpaniola, 
and  with  full  refolution  to  make  farther  difcoveries. 

On  the  yth  of  June  he  arrived  at  the  ifland  c^^ 
Puerto  Santo,  where  he  took  in  wood  apd  water :  on 
the  9th  he  touched  at  Madeira,  where  be  furnifhed 
fiimielf  with  other  refrefhments ;  and  on  the  19th 
reached  Gomera,  where  a  French  (hip  haying  taken 
three  Spani(h  veflels,  lyeighed  and  flood  to  fea  with 
them,  at  fight  of  the  fquadron.  The  admiral  was  no 
fooner  informed  of  this  capture,  than  he  ordered 
three  of  his  ihips  to  giv^e  chace ;  but  they  made  top 
much  way  to  be  overtaken  :  one  of  the  prizes,  how- 
ever, was  retrieved  by  the  bravery  of  the  Spaniard?, 
whom  the  French  had  left  on  board,  and  who  clap- 
ping their  captors  under  the  hatches,  brought  the 
ye^l  fafely  into  port  again. 

Frpm 
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■  Froii  hence  the  admiral  £uled  for  the  iflandof 
Ferro,  where  he  refolved  to  fcod  three  of  his  Ihips  -to 
Hifpaniola,  while  he  with  the  reft  Oiould  fail  towards 
the  Cape  de  Veid  iOuids,  aod  from  thence  diredljr 
over  to  difcover  the  continent.  In  confequence  a£ 
this  dcterminacion,  be  appointed  Peter  de  Arana, 
Alonzo  Sanoher  de  Caravajal,  and  John  Antonio 
Columbus  bis  own  kinfman,  captains  of  the  three 
ihips  bound  to  Hifpanlola,  with  orders,  that  each 
fliouid  command  a  week  in  his  turn  i  and  this  difpo- 
fition  being  made,  the  (hips  {Airted,  «acb  fquadron  . 
upon  its  refpeflive  voyage. 

On  the  2  5th  ef  June,  the  admiral  defcried  the  iOand 
De  Sal,  and  pafTtng  it,  came  to  an  anchor  in  another 
called  Bona  Vifta,  on  which  are  fix  or  feven  houfes 
for  the  accommodation  of  lepers  who  go  thither  to  be 
cored.  The  Portuguefc  who  had  chat^e  of  the  ifland, 
immediately  went  aboard  the  admiral  to  offer  his  fer- 
vice,  and  was  gratiBed  with  a  present  of  fbme  provi- 
fion,  which  was  extremely  accepuble,  as  they  live 
very  miferably  on  that  barren  foil.  Columbus  being 
dtffirous  to  know  by  what  means  the  leprofy  was  cured 
in  this  place,  he  told  him,  that  the  recovery  of  the 
dtfeafed  was  effefted  by  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  feeding  upon  tortoifes,  with  the  blood  of  which 
they  likewife  anointed  themfelves  externally.  Hither 
thefe  animals  repair  in  vaft  numbers  from  the  AfHcan 
fliore,  to  lay  their  eggs  in  the  fand,  during  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  and  are  carily  caught  by 
.bebg  turned  on  their  backs  while  they  are  alleep. 
This  is  the  only  employment  or  exercife  ufed  by  thue 
wretched  lepers,  who  have  no  other  fufhnance ;  and 
there  is  neither  tree  nor  fpring  on  the  ifland,  (o  that 
they  are  obl^ed  to  drink  the  water  of  certain  pits, 
which  is  bracktOi  and  unpalatable. 

The  charge  of  the  whole  fpot  is  committed  to  one 

])erfon,  with  finir  men  under  Ws  direftions,  who  are 

wholly  employed  in  killing  and  felting  goats  to  be 

iimc  to  Forn^iL    Of  th^  creatures  there  are  fuch 
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multitudes  in  tfic  mountains,  that  in  the  courfeof  Ane 
year*  they  had  fometimes  killed  to  the  value  of  ibuf 
thouland  dufCats;  and  the  whole  ftockwcre  produced 
from  eigHt  goats,  carried  thither  by  the  proprietor 
cnF  "the  iflancU  whofe  name  was  Roderick  ALfonfo. 

The  admiral,  on  the  30th  of  June»  £uled,for  the 
ifland  of  St.  Jago»  where  he  came  to  an  ^chpr  next 
day  in  the  evenings  and  fent  afliore  to  buy  i<^rhe  cows 
and  bulls,  as  a  lite  ftock  for  his  plantation*  in  Hif^ 
paniola :  but  finding  he  could  not  hb  furniih^d  with* 
out  fome  dii&culty  and  delay,  he  if^ould  not  flay  iit 
fuch  an  unhealthy  place,  which  was  always  covered 
with  a  thick  fog ;  and  failed  on  Thurfday  to  the  fouth- 
well,  refolving  to  continue  in  that  courfe,  until  ht 
Ihould  be  under  the  Line,  and  then  fteer  due  w^ft^ 
in  fearch  of  fome  undifcovered  country.  He  ac- 
cordingly proceeded,  and  judging  the  Caribbee 
iflands  were  to  the  northward,  he  determined  to 
change  his  direction  and  make  for  Hifpaniola,  be- 
ing in  great  want  of  provifion  and  water.  He 
therefore  ftqod  to  the  northward,  and  one  day  about 
noon,  a  Tailor  from  the  round-top  faw  land  to  the 
wcftward,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues,  ftretch- 
ing  towards  the  north-eaft  as  far  as  the  view  could 
extend.  Salve  regina  and  other  prayers  were  faid 
by  the  feamen,  and  the  admiral  diftinguilhed  this 
land  by  the  name  of  Trinity,  becaufe  three  moun- 
tains on  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time. 

Continuing  his  courfe  due  weft«  without  any  re- 
markable occurrences,  on  the  firft  of  Augud  they 
difcovered  the  continent  at  the  diftance  of  five  and 
twenty  leagues  *,  but  the  admiral  miftaking  it  for 
another  ifland,  gave  it  the  name  of  Ifla  Santa. 

Columbus  now  proceeded  to  a  more  wefterly  point 
of  land,  which  he  named  del  Arenal,  where  he 
thought  his  boats  would  not  be  fo  much  incommod- 
ed by  the  eafterly  wind  which  prevails  on  this  coaft. 
In  his  way  he  was  followed  by  a  canoe  with  five  and 
twenty  men,  who  (topped  yvithin  ihuiket  ihot,  cat- 
ling. 
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ling  v£ry  loud::  as  what  they  faid  could  not  be  un- 
demoodr  he  ordered  .one  of  his  men  to  allure  them 
CO  the  fliip^  by  (hewing  them  fome  little  brafs  ba- 
Ibns,  looking  glafles,  and  other  toys,  of  which  the 
Indians  i)fed  to  be  enamoured :  but,  this  expedient 
proving  ineffe&ual,  he  defired  one  of  the  men  to 
afcend  the  poop -and  play  upon  the  tabor  and  pipe, 
whilft  others  danced  around  him^  The  Indians  no 
fooner  heard  the  mufick,  and  faw  the  gefticulatjons 
of  the  Spaniards,  than  thinking  it  a  fignal  for  war, 
they  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  defence,  braced 
their  targets,  and  (hot  their  arrows  among  theip : 
and  the  admiral  allowed  his  people  to  puni(h  their 
infolence  with  their  crofs-bows,  which  (oon  compel- 
led the  favages  to  retire ;  though  they  went  along- 
fide  of  another  caraval,  without  apprehenfion,  and 
were  civilly  treated  and  difmKTed  by  the  captain, 
who  faid  they  were  well  (haped,  and  whiter  than  the 
inhabitants  of  other  iflands,  that  they  wore  long  hair 
tied  with  (Irings,  and  covered  their  loins  with 
pieces  of  cotton  cloth. 

After  watering  his  (hips  at  Punta  del  Arenal,  from 
trenches  which  in  all  probability  the  fifhermen  had 
made,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  another  mouth  or 
channel  towards  the  north-weft,  which  he  called  Boca 
del  Drago,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the  watering  place 
he  had  left,  which  had  the  appellation  of  Boca  de  la 
Sierpe.  Thefe  two  mouths  or  channels  are  made  by 
the  two  weftermoft  points  of  Trinity  Ifland,  and  two 
■  others  of  the  continent,  lying  almofc  north  and  fouth 
of  one  another.  In  the  midit  of  the  Boca  del  Drago, 
where  the  admiral  anchored,  is  a  rock,  which  he 
called  El  Gallo  ;  and  through  die  other  the  fca  ran 
fo  furioufly  to  the  northward,  that  it  rcfcmbled  the 
mouth  of  fome  great  river.  As  the  (hips  lay  at  an- 
chor, they  were  I'aluted  by  an  increalcd  Itream  run- 
ning northward  with  an  hideous  noile,  which  meet- 
ing with  another  current  from  the  gulph  of  Paria, 
Iwclled  up  the  fca  with  terrible  roaring,  to.  the  ^fto- 
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iAfhmmt  and  confienxttion  of  the  Spsmiards,  whc/ 
1  to  be  overwhelmed;^.  T^cy  how(lh^r  fof^ 
other  damage  than  thkt  of  ieeinjg  one  c^  die 
ihips  drag  lier  uncW^  though  Ihe  was^  afcerwaf^ 
brought  up  by  the  help  of  her  fails.  ,.Thb  £tan^ef 
being  paflfed)  the  admiral  weighed  dnbhor,  and  M« 
ed  weftward  along  the  ibmh  co&ft  of  Paria^  whioK 
he  then  believed  to  be  kn  ifland;  abd  hoped  to]  fidd 
ii  way  tiorthward  ti  Hifpaniola  i  but;  inpugK  iht 
coall  abounded  With  ports,  he  wotild  n6t  enter  ahyi 
as  all  that  fea  was  land-locked^  ahd  formed  itito  an 
harbour  by  the  continent.  *  .  r     .  •  ,,  .. 

On  the  5th  day  of  AugUft,  ^hile  the  ftiips  lay  ac 
unchof,  the  boats  being  fent  oti  fliore,  fbiind  plen^. 
of  fruit  peculiar  to  that  climate,  ^,  great  quantity  6f 
"^ood  j  and  fome  figns  of  people  who  had  fled  it  their 
upph)ath;  Sailing  fifteen  leagues  farther  down  the 
toaft,  where  he  dropped  anchor,  «  CailOe  with  thtti 
men  came  aboard  the  caraval  £1  Bohro^  and  being 
carried  to  the  admit-al,  Were  civilly  titated,  prefent- 
ed  with  toys,  and  fent  ajfh'ore  lat  a  plate  where  ftooci 
a  number  of  Indians.  Theife  ho  fooher  uhderftobq 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Chriftiaiis,  thiein  thejr 
came  along  fide  in  their  canoes,  to  barter  with  the 
fame  (brt  ch  things  which  the  Spaniards  had  boughfc 
at  other  ifiands^  but  the  people  here  had  no  targeti 
nor  poifoned  arrows,  ^p^hioi  are  peculiar  to  the  Ca« 
Hiba^; 

They  drank  liquor  as  white  As  milk,  and  ahothel; 
of  a  dufkifli  hue,  that  rafted  like  wine  made  of  four 
grapes.  The  men  cover  their  heads  and  middle 
with  well  woven  cotton  cloths  of  different  colours  j 
but  the  women  here,  as  well  as  in  Trinity  Ifland; 
Were  ftark  naked ;  thfey  Teemed  however,'  in  general, 
to  be  more  civilized  and  trainable  than  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Hifpaniola^  and  were  pairticularly  fohd  of 
brafs  trinkets  and  bells. 

As  nothing  of  Value  slppeated  among  them  but  ^ 
lew  inconfiderable  plates  of  gold  that  hubg  aboiit 
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their  aedks,  the  admiral  ordered  fix  of  them  to  be 
taken  on  board,  and  proceeding  to  the  wedward, 
touched  at  two  other  high  iflands,  well  inhabited  by 
people,  who  feemed  to  be  richer  in  gold  plates  than 
thofe  he  had  left :  they  faid  it  was  produced  in  other 
iflands  to  the  weftward,  inhabited  by  Canibds.  They 
wore  firings  of  beads  about  their  arms,  fome  of  them 
being  very  fine  pearls,  which  they  fignified  were 
found  in  Qyfters  taken  to  the  weftward  and  northward 
of  Paria ;  and  the  admiral  having  purchaied  fome 
of  them,  for  a  prcfent  and  iumple  to  their  Catholic 
m^cftie$,  fent  the  boats  to  make  further  enquiry 
^tx>.uc  this  valuable  commodity.  When  the  Spa- 
niards landed,  they  were  received  in  a  friendly  man- 
ner by  the  natives,  who  flocked  round  them,  and 
conducted  them  to  a  houfe,  where  they  were  hofpi- 
tably  entertained  with  vidbuals,  and  that  fore  of  wine 
we  have  already  mentioned.  Thcfe  Indians  were  of 
a  fairer  complexion,  opener  countenance,  and  better 
fhape  than  thole  the  Spaniards  had  hitherto  feen,  and 
wore  their  hair  cut  fhort  by  the  ears,  according  to 
the  Spanilh  fafhion  :  they  faid  their  country  was  cal- 
led Paria,  exprefled  a  defire  of  living  in  amity  with 
the  Cbriftians,  and  fuffered  them  to  return  well  fa- 
tisfied  to  their  (hips. 

Columbus  ftill  continuing  to  fail  wedward,  found 
the  water  growing  more  and  more  ihallow,  fo  that 
he  would  not  venture  to  proceed  farther  in  his  own 
fhip,  but,  anchoring  upon  the  coaft,  fent  the  fmall 
caraval  £1  Borreo  to  difcover  whether  there  was  an 
outlet  to  the  weftward  among  thofe  iflands.  She  re- 
turned the  next  day,  with  a  report  that  what  feem- 
ed iflands,  was  one  continued  continent :  the  admi- 
ral therefore  flood  to  the  cafl:ward  and  pafled  the 
fireights,  which  he  faw  between  Paria  and  the  ifland 
of  Trinity.  This  paflage  he  cfiecled  with  great  dif- 
ficulty and  danger,  ariflng  from  three  different  boif- 
terous  currents.  He  now  failed  to  the  weftward 
along  the  coafl;  of  Paria,  and  after  pafllng  by  feveral 
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iflands,  entered  on  the  30th  of  Auguft  the  harbour 
of  St.  Domingo,  where  his  brother  had  built  a  city, 
.  ahd  called  it  by  that  name,  in  memory  of  his  father, 
Dominic  Columbus. 

The  admiral  was  by  thiS  time  almoft  blind  with 
over-watching,  and  quite  exhaufted  with  fatigue; 
but  now  flattered  himfelf  with  the  profpeft  of  en- 
joying  his  repofe  in  the  bofom  of  peace  and  tran- 
quillity. He  was  however  grievoufly  difappointed 
in  this  expeftation,  for  he  found  the  whole  ifland  in 
confufion.  The  greater  part  of  thofe  he  had  left 
were  dead,  above  one  hundred  and  fixty  miferably 
infefted  with  the  venereal  diftemper  •,  a  great  num- 
ber had  rebelled  with  one  Francis  Roldan,  whom  he 
had  left  as  alcalde  mayor,  or  chief  juftice ;  and  his 
chagrine  was  completed,  when  he  did  not  find  the 
three  (hips  he  had  difpatched  before  him  from  the 
Canaries. 

After  a  tedious  vbyage,  in  which  their  provifions 
were  fpoiled  and  Caravajal's  veflel  greatly  damaged, 
thefe  (hips  arrived  at  St.  Domingo,  where  the  captains 
found  the  admiral  returned  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
continent.  He  had  been  informed  by  his  brother  of 
Roldan's  revolt,  and  refolved  to  fend  a  circumftantial 
detail  of  the  whole  affair  to  their  Catholic  majefties. 
At  the  fame  time  underftanding  that  the  rebels  com- 
plained of  their  being  detained  upon  the  ifland,  by 
the  want  of  veflfels  to  reconvey  them  to  their  own 
country,  Columbus  publi(hed  a  proclamation,  giv- 
ing leave  to  all  who  were  defirous  of  returning  to 
Spain,  and  promifing  to  fupply  them  with  free  pa(Fagc 
and  provifions. 

At  length,  after  many  difputes,  it  was  agreed, 
that  the  admiral  (hould  deliver  to  Roldan  two  good 
(hips,  well  manned,  rigged  and  vidtualled,  for  tranf- 
porting  him  and  his  people  to  Spain,  from  the  port 
of  Xaragua  ;  that  he  (hould  iffue  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  their  falaries  and  wages,  to  the  day  of 
their  departure,  reftoring  fuch  of  their  effcdts  as  had 
been  feizcd  by  his  or  the  lieutenant's  order :  and  that 

within 
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within  fifty  days  from  the  ratification  of  this  agree- 
ment, they  fliould  leave  the  ifland.     Matters  being 
thus   compromifed,    the  admiral    gave   orders  for 
equipping  the   fiiips,    but,   ncccffaries   being   very 
fcarce,  and  the  weather  extremely  boifterous,  feme 
time  clapfed  before  they  could  be  brought  round  to 
Xaragua,  and  in  that  interval,  Roldan  changed  his 
mind,  and  taking  advantage  of  the  delay,  during 
which  he  iaid  his  people  had  confumed  a  great  pare 
of  the  provifion  that  was  intended  for  the  voyage, 
he  renounced  the  agreement  and  refufed  to  embark. 
Caravajal,  who  went  to  Xaragua  with  the  fhips,  after 
having  in  vain  exhorted  the  rebels  to  comply  with 
the  agreement,  entered  a  proteft  againft  their  pro- 
ceedings,   and   returned  with  the  (hip  to  St.  Do- 
mingo.     He   told    the  admiral,   that   Roldan    ftill 
cxpreflcd  a  defire  of  feeing  the  affair  accommo- 
dated,    and   defired   a   fafe   conduct.      Columbus, 
knowing  the  mutinous  difpofition  of  his  own  peo- 
ple,  was  extremely   folicitous    about    healing    the 
divifion,  and  not  only  complied  with  Roldan's  de- 
mand, but  went  round  with  two  caravals  to  the  port 
of  Azura,  wluch  is  near  Xaragua.     There  he  had  a 
conference  with  the   rebel  chief,   in   which  it  was 
agreed,  that  the  admiral  fbould  fend  home  fifteen 
of  Roldan*s  followers   in  the  firft  fhips  bound  for 
Spain ;  and  that  he  fhould  give  land  and  houfes,  in 
lieu  of  pay,  to  thofe  who  remained ;  and  an  aft  of 
general  amnefty  fhould  be  publifhed,  and  Roldan 
again  appointed  perpetual  judge. 

Having  adjufted  this  troublefome  affair,  the  ad- 
miial  appointed  a  captain  to  march  a  body  of  men 
round  the  ifland,  in  order  to  pacify,  reduce  and  pu- 
nilh  the  rebellious  Indians,  while  he  hipifelf  pro- 
pofed  to  return  to  Spain,  with  his  brother  the  lieute- 
nant, that  no  caufe  of  animofity  might  be  left  in  Hif- 
paniola,  fo  as  to  endanger  another  revolt.  While  he 
was  employed  in  making  preparations  for  the  voyage, 
Alonzo  dc  Ojeda  arrived  in  the  ifland  with  four  fliips; 
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from  a  cruize,  and  putting  into  Yaquimo,  not  only 
committed  a£ts  of  outrage  upon  the  Indians,   but 
by  letters  began  to  tamper  with  fome  of  the  Spa- 
niards, who  were  hardly  as  yet  confirmed  in  their 
duty  after  the  late  troubles :  to  thefe  he  infihuated, 
that  queen  Ifabella  was  in  a  very  bad  {late  of  health, 
and  that  after  her  deceafe,  the  admiral  would  find 
no  protedion  at  court,  but,  on  the  contrary,  mult 
fall  a  victim  to  the  hatred  of  Ojeda-s  kinfman  the 
biihop,  the  inveterate  enemy  of  Columbus.     The 
admiral  being  informed  of  his  proceeding,  ordered 
Roldan  to  march  againft  him  with  one  and  twenty 
men ;  and  accordingly  the  chief  juftice  came  upon 
him  fo  fuddenly,  at  the  houfe  of  a  cacique,  called 
Haniguaba,  that  finding  it  impoflible  to  efcape,  and 
being  too  weak  to  make  any  oppofition,  he  went  out 
to  meet  him,  excufed  his  landing,  upon  pretence  of 
being  in  want  of  provifion,  and  declared  he  had  no 
iiitention  to  difturb  the  repofe  of  the  ifland.     He 
then  told  Roldan,  that  he  had  difcovered  fix  hun- 
dred  leagues  to  the  weflward  along  the  coaft  of  Paria, 
where  he  found  people  who  fought  the  Chriflians 
hand  to  hand  with  fuch  valour,  that  he  could  make 
no  advantage  of  the  wealth  of  the  country ;  that  hft 
had  brought  from  thence  fome  fkins  of  deer,  rabbets, 
tygers,  and  gaiininis ;  and  concluded  with  a  promife, 
that  he  would  foon  fail  round  to  Domingo,  and  give 
the  admiral  an  account  of  his  voyage. 

Notwithftanding  thefe  profeffions,  he  failed  to  the 
province  of  Xaragua,  where  he  feduced  a  good  num- 
ber of  the  people  who  had  been  in  rebellion,  by  tel- 
ling them  that  he  and  Caravajal  were  appointed  by 
their  majefties,  counfellors  and  checks  upon  the  ad- 
miral, and  that  as  he  had  not  been  juit  enough  to 
pay  them^  they  fhould  go  under  his  command,  and 
do  themfelves  juftice  by  force.  This  wild  fcheme 
being  oppofed  by  fome  of  the  Spaniards,  who  dc- 
fpifed  the  prefumption  of  Ojeda,  a  tumult  enfued, 
in  which  feveral  perfons  were  killed  and  wounded ; 
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and  Roldan,  who  had  reje&ed  his  propofals,  march- 
ing a  jp^cond  time  aeainft  him,  he  was  obliged  to 
take  refuge  in  the  mips.  The  chief  juftice,  per- 
ceiving that  he  was  out  of  his  reach,  invited  him  to 
come  afhore  and  treat  of  an  accommodation,  and 
upon  his  refufal  took  his  boat  by  ftratagem  ;  fo  that 
he  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to  a  treaty,  in  confequence 
of  which  he  left  the  ifland.     . 

Not  long  after  his  departure,  another  commotion 
was  raifed  by  one  Ferdinand  de  Guevara,  who  was 
in  difgrace  with  the  admiral^  for  having  been  con- 
cerned in  the  late  fedition.  This  man  being  exaf- 
perated  againft  Roldan,  who  wo,uld  not  permit  him 
to  marry  the  daughter  of  Canua  queen  of  Xaragua, 
began  to  fet  up  for  himfelf,  and  entered  into  a  con* 
fpiracy  with  one  Adrian  de  Moxica,  who  had  been 
a  chief  adbof  in  the  firft  rebellion.  Thefe  two  projec- 
tors engaged  many  people  in  their  intereft,  and  re- 
folved  to  furprife  and  murder  the  chief  juftice,  whom 
Guevara  confidercd  as  his  greatefl:  enemy,  and  the 
chief  obftacle  to  his  dcfign.  But  Roldan,  having 
got  intelligence  of  their  defign,  concerted  his  mea- 
lures  fo  well,  that  he  fcized  the  chief  confpirators, 
and  being  directed  by  the  admiral  to  punifh  them 
according  to  law,  he  proceeded  to  a  fair  trial ;  in 
confequence  of  which,  Adrian  was  hanged,  fon>e 
others  baniflied,  and  Ferdinand  with  a  few  confede- 
rates fent  prifoners  to  La  Viga,  where  the  admiral 
at  that  time  refided. 

This  example,  which  was  abfolutely  ncceflary  for 
the  maintainance  of  peace  and  fubordination,  had 
fuch  an  effcdl  upon  all  degrees  of  perfons,  that  tran- 
quillity was  reftored  through  the  whole  ifland ;  and 
the  .Indians  fubmitted  without  further  oppofition. 
About  this  time,  fuch  rich  gold  mines  were  difco- 
vered,  that  every  man  began  to  dig  on  his  own  ac- 
count, paying  to  the  king  one  third  of  what  he 
found  %  and  their  labour  profpered  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  one  man  has  been  known  to  gather  forty  ounces 
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in  one  day ;  and  one  lump  of  pure  gold  was  found, 
that  weighed  one  hundred  and  ninety-fix  ducats. 

While  Columbus  was  thus  indefatigably  employed 
in  appeafing  the  troubles  of  Hifpaniola,  and  fecur- 
ing  the  property  of  it  for  their  Catholic  majefties, 
he  little  dreamed  what  a  ftorm  was  gathering  againfl: 
him  at  home.  During  the  rebellion,  a  number  of 
complaints  had  been  lent  to  Spain  by  the  male-con- 
tents, who  reprefented  him  as  an  infolent  alien,  ig- 
norant of  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  Spanifh  na- 
tion, without  moderation  to  fupport  the  dignity  to 
which  he  had  been  raifed,  oppreflivc  and  cruel  in 
his  difpofition,  and  fo  avaritious,  that  he  not  only 
with-htld  the  pay  from  the  fervants  of  the  govern- 
ment, but  likewife  embezzled  the  riches  of  the 
ifland.  '  They  inveighed  ftill  more  bitterly  againft 
his  brother  the  lieutenant;  nor  did  Diego  efcape 
the  utmbft  virulence  of  ccnfure.  Thefe  inveftives 
being  fpread  by  the  friends  of  the  complainers,  and 
encouraged  by  many  perfons  at  court,  who  envied 
the  fuccffs  and  reputati6frx)f  Columbus,  fuch  a  cla- 
mour was  raifed  in  Caftil^f,  that  the  king  and  queen 
were  every  day  furrounded  in  the  ftreets,  and  even 
in  the  palace,  by  people  demanding  jufticc  againft 
that  proud  and  tyrannic  foreigner,  who  had  oppref- 
fed  fo  many  Caftilians,  and  difcovered  a  mifchievous 
country,  to  be  the  ruin  and  grave  of  the  Spanifli 
gentry.  Other  methods  were  taken  to  influence  the 
fiavourites  at  court,  who  joining  the  importunities  of 
the  people,  their  catholic  majefties  were  prevailed 
upt;n  to  fnd  an  infpedtor  general  to  Hifpaniola,  with 
a  commiffion  impowering  him  to  enquire  into  the 
admiral's  conduft  ;  and  if  he  fhould  be  found  guilty, 
to  fend  him  home*,  while  he  fhould  remain  gover- 
nor of  the  ifland.  The  perfon  chofen  for  this  of- 
fice, was  one  Francis  de  Bovadilla,  a  knight  of  the 
order  of  Calatrava,  in  very  low  circumftances,  who 
being  furniflied  with  full  powers  and  authority,  ar- 
rived at  St.  Domingo  in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft 
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1500.  while  the  admiral  was  at  Conception,  with 
almuft  all  ihe  people  of  conlcquence,  employed  in 
Ictiling  the  afTairs  of  that  province,  where  his  bro- 
ther had  b«n  aflaulicd  by  the  malecontents. 

The  new  impedor,  finding  nobody  at  St.  Domin- 
go who  could  be  a  check  upon  his  conduA,  took  pof- 
fion  of  the  admiral's  palace,  and  converted  his  ef- 
fects to  his  own  ule  ;  then  afTembling  all  thole  whom 
he  found  difaffeftcd  to  the  brothers,  declared  him- 
fclf  govcrnur ;  and,  in  order  to  attach  the  people  to 
hisintereft,  proclaimed  a  general  rcmiflTjon  for  twenty 
years  to  come.  The  next  ftcp  he  took  was  to  re- 
quire the  admiral's  prelence  without  delay ;  and,  to 
enforce  this  order,  he  fenc  him  the  king's  letter,  to 
this  cfFeft. 

To  D.  Chriftopher  Columbus,  our  admiral  of  the 
ocean . 

**  We  have  ordered  the  commcndary  Francis  de 
*'  Bovadilla,  the  bearer,  to  acquaint  you  with  fome 
*'  things  from  us  :  therefore  we  defire  you  to  yield 
**  him  intirc  credit  and  olftdience."— Given  at  Ma- 
drid, May  21,    1499.      \^' 

•'  By  command  of  theirnighnefles, 

*'  Mic.  Perez  de  Alamazan. 

*'   I    THE    KING. 
*'    I    THE    QUEEM, 

The  admiral  no  fooner  received  this  letter,  than  he 
fet  out  for  St.  Domingo,  to  wait  upon  Bovadilla; 
who  without  delay  or  legal  information,  fcnt  him  and 
his  brother  Diego  on  board  of  a  (hip,  where  they 
were  put  in  irons,  under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  en- 
tirely excluded  from  the  fpeech  of  any  perlon  what- 
ever. Then  a  procefs  was  inflitutcd  againft  them, 
and  all  their  enemies  admitted  as  evidences,  who,  in 
their  dcpofitions  were  fo  malicious,  incohcrenr,  and 
abfurd,  thai  no  pcrfon,  who  had  not  been  deter- 
mined at  all  events  to  ruin  the  accufed,  would  have 
paid  the  lead  regard  to  their  allegations.  But,  fo 
K  4  far 
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far  was  Bovadilla  from  doing  jufticc  on  this  occdfioit; 
that  he  countenanced  the  mdft  flagrant  perjury,  and 
even  encouraged  the  rabble  to  infult  the  prifoners, 
by  reading  fcandalous  libels  in  the  market-pUce,  and 
blowing  horns  at  the  port  where  the  Ihips  lay  at 
anchor.  Perhaps  the  lieutenant,  who  was  not  yet 
returned  from  Xaragua,  might  have  refcued  hii  bro- 
thers by  force  of  arms,  had  not  the  admiral  ordered 
him  to  fubmit  quietly,  and  furrender  himfelf  to  the 
authority  of  their  majefties,  now  vefted  in  the  per- 
fon  of  their  new  governor,  who  had  no  fooner  fecu- 
red  their  pcrfons,  and  laid  ftrift  injunftions  on  An- 
drew Martin  the  captain  of  the  (hip,  to  deliver  th^ 
admiral  in  irons  to  the  bifhop  D.  John  de  Fonfeca  his 
enemy,  by  whofe  dircftion  he  afted,  than  he  began 
to  fquander  the  king's  revenues  among  his  creatures, 
to  embezzle  the  trcafure,  countenance  all  manner  of 
profligacy  and  extravagance,  bpprefs  and  plunder 
the  Indians,  and,  in  fliort,  deftroy  the  wholefome 
regulations  which  had  been  efl:abli(hed. 

With  regard  to  the  a|ii||j|^l,  he  declined  accepting 
the  favour  of  Andre^^:NHrtin,  who  being  afhamed 
of  his  fltuation,  would  ^tSve  knocked  off  his  irons  \ 
but  he  infifted  upon  wearing  them  during  the  whole 
paflage,  fayin|  he  was  refolved  to  keep  them  as  a 
memorial  of  the  reward  he  had  obtained  for  his  fer- 
vicc.  Nor  did  he  ever  change  his  opinion  in  this 
_  particular ;  for  the  fetters  were  always  prefcrved  ia 
nis  own  chamber,  and  buried  in  the  fame  coffin  with 
his  body,  at  his  own  requeft. 

On  the  20th  of  November,  1 500,  he  wrote  a  Ict- 
fer.to  their  Catholic  majeflies,  giving  an  account  of 
his  arrival  at  Cadiz ;  an4  they  under^anding  his  fitq- 
ation,  gave  immediate  orders  that  he  (hould  be  rcr 
Jeafed,  and  fcnt  him  very  gracious  letters,'  in  which 
they  expreflfcd  their  forrow  for  his  fqflfcrings,  and 
fhe  unqiannerly  behaviour  of  Bovadilla,  and  invited 
him  to  court,  with  proraife  that  he  fliould  be  fliortly 
iifpatched  with  full  reftitution  of  his  "honour.     Ac- 
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cordinglf  on  his  arrival  at  Granada,  he  met  with  a 
very  £ivourable  reception  from  the  king  and  queen, 
who  exprefTed  their  difpleafure  againft  the  author  of 
his  impriibnment,  and  promifed  that  he  fhould  have 
ample  fatisfadion.  In  the  mean  time,  they  ordered 
his  affair  to  be  examined,  and  the  accufation  plainly 
appearing  malicious  and  frivolous,  he  was  honour- 
ably acquitted.  A  new  governor  was  appointed  to 
be  fent  to  Hiipantda,  in  order  toredreis  the  admiral's 
grievances,  and  oblige  Bovadilla  to  reftore  what  he 
had  unjuftly  fetzed ;  and  to  proceed  againft  the  re- 
bels according  to  the  nature  of  their  offences.  This 
power  and  commiffion  was  granted  to  Nicholas  de 
Obando^  commandery  of  laws,  a  man  of  abilities, 
but  crafty,  cruel,  and  revengeful,  who  liftened  tio 
malicious  furmifcs,  and  exercifed  great  barbarity 
upon  the  natives  and  their  chiefs.  At  the  fame  time, 
it  was  refolved,  that  Columbus^-ihould  be  fent  upon 
fome  voyage  that  might  turn  to  his  advantage  and 
keep  him  employed,  until  Obando  fhould  fettle  the 
affairs  of  Hifpaniola.  B^jthe  admiral  being  weary 
of  fuch  expeditions,  exi^lyly  chagrined  at  the  io« 
gratitude  of  Spain,  and  ajflprehenfive  of  future  dif- 
grace  from  the  indefatigable  efforts  of  his  enemies 
at  court,  defired  to  be  ex^ufed  from  embarking  again, 
and  would  not  engage  in  the  enterprizc,  until  he  was 
ftrongly  folicited  by  their  majeftics,  who  affured  him 
of  their  protedion. 

It  may  be  obfcrved,  by  way  of  digreffion,  that 
while  Columbus  was  profecuting  his  third  voy^gCt 
Alonzo  de  Ojcda,  whom  we  have  already  mentioned, 
and  Americus  Vefpucius,  obtained  from  the  bifhop 
cf  Bargos,  the  draughts  and  plans  which,  by  their 
majefties  order,  Columbus  had  depofited  in  the  hands 
of  that  prelate,  and  who,  out  of  hatred  to  that 
(great  commander,  gave  them  up  without  the  know- 
ledge of  the  king  and  queen.  I'he  licences  he  gave 
were  alfo  clandeftine.  They  fct  fail  from  Cadiz  on 
the  20  of  May,  1499,  and  fleered  directly  in  learch 
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of  the  conrinent,  purfuant  to  the  admirars  fchcme, 
which  before  this  time  he  had  adlually  carried  into  exe- 
cution. This  was  the  firft  voyage  made  by  Americas 
Vefpucius,  and  though  he  now  only  touched  at  that 
.part  of  the  continent  which  had  already  been  vifited 
by  the  admiral,  yet  he  pretended  to  difcover  it;  and 
by  confounding  this  with  a  voyage  he  afterwards 
made  into  thofe  parts,  dreffed  up  a  plaufible  ftory ; 
and  being  an  excellent  geographer  and  draftsman, 
impofed  upon  the  greateft  part  of  Europe,  and  gain- 
ed the  undcfcrved  honour  of  giving  a  name  to  the 
new  world,  which  is  called  jimerica ;  when  it  might 

•with  more  propriety  be  named  Columbia.  In  Spain, 
howeyer,  he  was  foon  detefted  -,  for  pretending  that 
he  returned  diredly  to  that  kingdom  after  a  voyage 
of  thirteen  months  fpent  in  difcoverics,.  Ojeda  made 

.  oath  that  only  five  months  were,  fpent  in  the  voyage, 
and  that  finding  themfelves  fhort  of  provifions,  they 
felled  to  Hifpaniola  for  a  fupp^y. 

It  was  no  fooncr  known  that  Alonzo  Ojeda,  and 
Americus  VefJ)ucius  hacjobtained  the  above  licences, 
than  others  refolvcd  tairffl^e  ufe  of  the  fame  intereft, 

•  in  order  to  acquire  a  (harfe  of  the  riches  of  the  new 
world :  and  a  company  was  formed  at  Seville,  the  prin- 
cipal of  whom  was  Peter  Alonzo  Nino  of-  Palos,  who 
was  with  the  admiral  when  he  difcovered  Paria,  and 
Chriftopher  Guerre  of  Seville. 

Nino  having  obtained  the  king's  licence,  upon 
condition  of  his  not  coming  to  an  anchor,  or  land- 
ing within  50  leagues  of  any  place  difcovered  by 
Columbus,  fct  fail  foon  after  Ojeda  and  Vefpucius  ; 
difcovered  land,  and  arrived  at  the  province  of  Pa- 
ria  a  few  days  after  them,  where  finding  the  Indians 
behave  peaceably,  he,  contrary  to  his  inftru6lions, 
landed  and  cut  Brazil-wood,  and  then  continuing 
his  courfe,  came  to  what  Columbus  had  called  the 
Bay  of  Pearls,  formed  by  the  ifland  of  Margarita, 
and  the   continent,    and  which  he   had   vifited   in 

1498. 
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The  people  here  went  on  board  Nino's  (hips  with- 
out any  apprehenfions,  carrying  pearl  necklaces,  and 
wearing  jewels  in  their  nofes  and  ears ;  for  which 
the  Spaniards  gave  them  hawks-bells,  bracelets, 
rings,  and  feveral  trifles  made  of  tin.  Having  thus 
purchafed  a  confiderable  quantity  of  valuable  pearls, 
the  Spaniards  pafled  by  Coro,  near  the  province  now 
called  Venezuela,  1 30  leagues  below  Paria  and  the 
Dragon's  Mouth ;  and  anchored  in  a  bay  where  they 
were  well  received  by  50  men,  who  came  from  a 
place  at  a  league's  diftance,  and  very  earneftly  pref- 
{ed  them  to  anchor  at  their  town :  upon  which  the 
Spaniards  gave  them  fome  toys,  and  the  Indians 
takmg  off  all  the  pearls  they  had  about  their  necks 
and  arms,  gave  them  as  many  as  weighed  fifteen 
ounces. 

The  next  day  the  Spaniards  came  to  an  anchor 
before  a  town  called  Curiana,  where  the  Indians 
made  figns  to  them  to  come  on  (horc ;  but  being  no 
more  than  33  men,  they  durft  not  venture^  and 
therefore  by  their  figns  invited  the  Indians  to  come 
on  board,  which  they  did[  in  their  canoes,  carrying 
pearls  which  they  freely  exchanged  for  toys:  by 
which  the  Spaniards  being  convinced  of  their  fince- 
rity,  landed  and  (laid  tv/enty  days  on  (hore,  during 
which  they  were  courteoufly  entertained  with  veni- 
fon,  rabbits,  geefe,  ducks,  parrots,  fifh,  and  bread 
made  of  Maize.  They  perceived  that  the  natives 
kept  markets  or  fairs;  that  they  had  earthen  jars, 
dilhes,  and  other  veflels  of  feveral  (hapes,  and  that 
in  their  pearl  necklaces  they  h  id  frogs  and  other 
creaturesimade  of  gold.  They  aflced  by  figns  where 
that  metal  was  gathered,  and  were  anfwcred  in  the 
fame  manner,  that  it  was  got  fix  ciays  journey  from 
thence,  at  a  place  called  Curiana  Cauchcito. 

The  Spaniards  therefore  failed  thither,  and  found 
that  the  people  were  very  tradable ;  for  they  came 
on  board  without  the .  lead  jealoufy,  and  bartered 
with  them  for  wrought  and  unwrought  gold,  though 

they 


I40        THE  THIRD  VOYAGE 

they  would  not  part  with  their  pearls.  They  alfo 
gave  them  fome  monkies,  and  very  beautiful  parrou 
of  various  colours. 

Leaving  this  place  they  proceeded  farther ;  but  as 
they  approached  the  ihore  above  5000  naked  men 
canje  armed  with  bows  and  arrows  to  oppofe  their 
landing,  and.  though  they  drove  to  pleafe  them  by 
ihewing  them  hawk's  bells  and  other  things,  could 
not  prevail,  and  therefore  returned  to  Curiana,  where 
they  were  received  with  the  fame  fatisfadtion  as  be- 
fore, the  Indians  now  trading  with  them  for  pins 
and  needles,  which  the  Spaniards  ihewed  them  would 
be  of  ufe  in  drawing  the  thorns  out  of  their  feet, 
when  they  happened  to  tread  upon  them.     The  In- 
dians were  highly  pleafed,  thinking  they  had  made 
very  advantageous  bargains  with  the  Spaniards,  who 
.  carried  away  above  j  2poo  ounces  of  pearls,  fome  of 
which  were  very  beautiful  and  well  coloured,  and  as 
large  ^  fmall  haflenucs ;  but  they  were  ill  bored,  the 
Indians  having  no  iron.  -  The  Spaniards  were  now 
fo  well  fatisfied  with  the  fuccefs  of  their  voyage,  that 
they  refolved  to  return  home,  and  arrived  in  Gali- 
cia  on  the   i6th  of  February,   1500,    two   months 
-  after  they  left  Curiana,  when  Nino  and  Chriftopher 
Guerra,  who  ftiared  in  the  expence  and  profits  of 
the  voyage,  were  accufed  before  the  governor,  by 
their  own  ihip's  crew,  of  having  defrauded  the  king 
of  his  duty,  which  was  the  fifth  part. 

The  great  riches  which  the  adventurers  gained  by 
this  voyage,  promoted  the  fpirit  of  difcovery,  more 
cfpecially  among  fuch  as  knew  the  propofals  made 
by  Columbus,  or  had  ferved  under  him  in  his  firft 
two  voyages.  Of  thefe  none  was  lo  capable  of  pro- 
fecuting  them  as  Vincent  Yanez  Pinzon,  He  had 
a  liberal  education,  great  courage,  and  a  large  for- 
tune -,  he  therefore  fitted  out,  at  his  own  expence, 
a  fquadion  of  four  (lout  fhips,  with  which  he  failed 
to  the  Cape  de  Verd  iflands,  where  he  took  in  re- 
frelhments,  and  fteered  from  St.  Jago,   about  the 

year 
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year  1500,  firft  ftanding  to  the  fouth*  and  then  to 
the  weft,  and  was  the  firft  fubjeft  of  the  crown  of 
Caftile  and  Leon  that  crofled  the  equinofHal. 

But  he  had  hardly  pafled  the  line,  when  he  met 
with  a  dreadful  ftorm,  in  which  all  on  board  expert-  * 
cd  to  perifti :  However,  having  run  240  leagues 
farther  to  the  weftward,  they  on  the  26th  of  Febru- 
ary difcovercd  land  at  a  great  diftance,  which  Yancz 
called  Cabo  de  Confolation,  or  Cape  Comfort  *,  and 
founding,  had  14  fathoms  water.  Captain  Pinzon 
going  on  (Jiore,  took  poflcflion  of  the  country  in  the 
name  of  their  Catholic  majefties,  and  endeavoured 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  power,  though  without  effcft, 
to  induce  the  people  to  trade  with  him ;  for  the  na- 
tives being  inflexible,  and  having  no  good  opinion 
of  tfiefc  invaders,  an  engagement  enfucd,  in  which 
fome  were  flain  on  both  fides. 

This  made  captain  Pinzon  refolve  to  retire  and 
and  continue  his  voyage,  which  he  did  to  the  mouth 
of  the  river  Maranon,  where  he  obferved  a  mighty 
ftruggle  between  the  tide  of  fait .  water  coming  in, 
and  a  vaft  current  of  frcfh  water  pouring  down  trom 
the  land.  The  country  at  the  mouth  of  this  river, 
he  found  well  inhabited  on  both  fides,  but  not  being 
able  to  perfuade  the  inhabitants  to  trafEck,  he  re- 
folved,  without  farther  delay,  to  proceed  toward 
Paria. 

Yanez,  on  his  arrival  at  Paria,  took  in  Brazil 
wood,  and  then  ftruck  over  to  the  iflands  that  lay  ia 
the  way  to  Hifpaniola :  but  when  the  (hips  were  ly- 
ing at  anchor,  there  arofe  fuch  a  dreadful  ftorm  that 
two  of  the  four  funk  in  fight  of  the  others,  with 
all  the  men  ;  a  third  was  forced  from  her  anchors 
with  18  men,  and  carried  out  of  fight,  and  the 
fourth,  though  fhe  rode  it  out,  beat  fo  furioufly, 
that  the  failors  believing  flie  would  be  dafhed  m 
pieces,    went  afliore    in  the  long-boat,    and  had 

*  It  is  now  called  Caps  St.  Aoguftin. 
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thoughts  of  murdering  all  the  Indians  they  found, 
to  prevent  their  calling  in  their  neighbours  to  dc- 
ftroy  them :  but  the  fhip  that  had  been  driven  to  fca 
with  the  1 8  men  returnedj  and  the  other  which  rode 
at  anchor  being  faved,  they  failed  to  Hifpaniola, 
where  they  refitted,  and  returned  to  Spain  about  the 
latter  end  of  September;  after  having  difcovercd 
6oo  leagues  of  the  coaft  of  Paria. 

It  is  here  proper  to  remark,  that  Emanuel  king 
of  Portugal  fending  a  confiderable  fleet  to  the  Eaft- 
Indies  •,  under  the  command  of  Peter  Alvarez  Ca- 
bral,  in  the  year  1500 ;  that  admiral  failing  to  the 
fouthweft  to  avoid  the  calms  on  the  coaftof  Guinea, 
was  fo  happy  as  to  difcover  Brazil,  one  of  the  richeft 
provinces  in  South  America ;  by  mere  accident.  But 
It  is  now  neceflary  to  return  to  the  difcoveries  made 
by  the  great  Columbus. 


The  Fourth  Voyage  of  COLUMBUS. 

COLUMBUS,  after  receiving  his  inftrudlions, 
fet  out  in  the  year  1 50 1  for  Sevil,  in  order  to 
fuperintend  the  equipment  of  his  fquadron,  confift- 
ing  of  four  fmall  Ihips,  with  one  hundred  and  forty 
men,  including  boys.  All  the  neceflary  preparations 
being  made,  he  failed  from  Cadiz  on  the  9th  of  May 
for  St.  Catherine's,  from  whence,  on  Wednefday  the 
iith  he  departed  for  Arzilla,  in  order  to  relieve  the 
Portuguefe,  who  were  faid  to  be  in  great  diftrefs ; 
but  before  he^arrived,  the  Moors  had  raifed  the  Cege. 
He  therefore  failed  for  the  Grand  Canaria,  where  he 
arrived  on  the  20th,  and  took  in  wood  and  water  for 
the  voyage. 

•  The  coaft  of  India  had  been  diTcovered  by  Vafco  de  Gama, 
in  1498,  while  Columbus  was  engaged  in  his  third  voyage  to  the 
Weil-Indies.    See  Vafco  de  Gama's  voyage,  in  our  fecond  volume. 

On 
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On  the  25th,  in  the  evening,  he  proceeded  for  the 
Weft  Indies,  and  the  wind  was  fo  favourable,  that 
without  having  handled  the  fails,  he  arrived  at  the 
ifland  of  Martinico  on  the  15th  of  June;  and  hav- 
ing taken  in  a  frelh  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  he 
ftood  to  the  weftward  among  the  Caribbee  iflands. 
Thence  he  fteered  his  courfc  for  St.  Domingo,  where 
he  intended  co  change  one  of  his  {hips,  which  was 
a  bad  failer,  hoping  to  continue  his  voyage  with 
more  advantage,  to  the  coaft  of  Paria,  in  quell  of 
the  ftrait  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  near  Veragua  and 
Nombre  dc  Dios.  But  that  the  new  commendary, 
whom  their  majeflies  had  fcnt  to  call  Bovadilla  to 
account,  might  not  be  furprifcd  at  his  unexpcdcd 
arrival,  he,  on  the  29th  of  June,  being  near  the 
port,  difpaiched  before  him  Peter  de  Terreros,  one 
of  his  captains,  to  fignify  the  occafion  he  had  for 
another  mip,  as  well  as  for  Ibeker  againft  a  llorm 
which  he  forefaw ;  and  on  account  of  which,  he 
defired  the  commendary  would  not  fuffer  a  fleet  that 
lay  ready  for  failing  to  quit  the  harbour.  So  little 
inclined  was  this  new  governor  to  afTift  the  admiral 
with  another  vefiel,  that  he  would  not  even  allow 
him  to  enter  the  port;  and  difrcgarding  his  advice, 
permitted  the  fleet,  confifting  of  eighteen  fail,  to 
go  to  fea  without  delay,  on  their  return  to  Spain, 
having  on  board  Bovadilla,  Roldan,  and  the  reft  of 
the  admiral's  enemies. 

But  they  had  hardly  weathered  the  eafl:  point  of 
Hifpaniola,  before  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dread- 
ful tcmpeft,  m  which  their  admiral  foundered  with 
Bovadilla,  and  almoft  all  the  chitf  rebels  1  and  of 
the  whole  eighteen  (hips,  not  above  three  or  four 
were  faved,  while  Columbus,  who  pronolticaccd  the 
llorm,  flieliered  himlclf  as  well  as  he  coutJ  under 
the  land.  On  the  lecond  day,  however,  the  wind 
'  role  to  fuch  3  pitch  of  fury,  that  his  other  three 
veflcls  were  forced  out  to  fea  ■,  where  the  Bermuda, 
the  fhip  he  wanted  to  exchange,  mufl  certainly  have 
periflied. 
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periihed,  had  not  (he  been  preferved  by  the  admi- 
rable {kiU  «nd  dexterity  ofD.  Bartholomew,  who  was 
allowed  to  be  the  molt  expert  feaman  of  his  time. 
The  Ihips  being  thus  feparated,  every  one  conclude 
cd  the  other  was  loft,  until,  in  a  few  days,  they  met 

S;ain  in  the  port  of  Azua,  where,  upon  coniparing 
eir  obfervations,  it  appeared  that  Bartholomew 
had  weathered  the  ftorm  by  running  out  to  fea, 
like  an  able  (ailor,  while  Chriftopher  had  avoided 
great  part  of  the  danger,  by  lying  clofc  under  ihore, 
like  a  wife  aftronomer.'  Indeed  the  admiral's  fatis- 
fi&ion  was  confiderably  diminifhed,  by  the  mortifi- 
cation and  chagrin  he  felt,  upon  receding,  that  he 
was  denied  (belter  in  that  very  country  which  be 
himfelf  had  difcovered,  and  annexed  to  the  crown 
-of  Spain.  This  ftorm,  together  with  its  €on(equcn- 
ces,  furni(hci  his  enemies  with  a  pretence  fir  fay- 
ing, he  had  raifed  it  by  magic,  for  the  deftru£tion 
t)f  the  fleet  bound  for  Spain ;  and  what  added  more 
^weight  to  this  fuppofition,  the  only  (hip  of  the 
eighteen  that  arrived  in  Spain,  was  the  Aguja  or 
Needle,  on  board  of  which  were  4000  pefo^  in  gold, 
belonging  to  the  admiral,  while  the  other  three, 
^hich  refifted  the  fury  of  the  ftorm,  were  forced 
4)ack  to  St.  Domingo  in  a  (battered  condition. 

Columbus  having  refreihed  his  men  in  the  har- 
bour of  Azua,  failed  to  the  port  of  Brazil,  which 
the  Indians  call  Gracchimo,  to  (helter  himfelf  from 
^another  ftorm  that  was  brewing;    and   thence  de- 
parting July  14th,  was  becalmed  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  inftead  of  continuing  his  courfe,  he  was  carried 
4iway  by  the  current  to  certain  idaods  near  Jamaica, 
fwhich  being  very  fmall  and  Tandy,  he  named  Los 
Poros,   or  the  Wells  ;^  becaufe,   for  want  of  frefh 
Iprings,  he  ordered  his  men  to  dig  pits  in  the  fand, 
from  which  they  drew  water  for  the  ufe  of  th^  (hip. 
Then  ftanding  to  the  fouthward  for  the  continent, 
he  reached  the  iftands  of  Guanara,    near  the  pro- 
'  vi&ce  now  called.  Honduras,  where'  his  brother  Bar- 
tholomew 
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tholomew  going  afliore  with  two  boats,  found  peo- 
ple like  thofe  of  the  other  iflands,  a  great  number  of 
£ine  trees,  and  pieces  of  lapis  calaminaris,  which 
ting  mixed  with  copper,  fomc  of  the  feamen  miftook 
for  gold,  and  concealed  accordingly.  While  he  re- 
mained in  this  place,  he  defcried  a  canoe  as  long  as  a 
galley,  and  eight  feet  wide,  with  an  awning  in  the 
middle,  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  not  unlUce  thofe 
of  the  Venetian  gondolas-,  under  this  cover,  the 
women,  children,  and  all  the  goods,  were  flieltered 
from  the  weather  -,  and,  thoiigh  the  veflel  was  man- 
ned by^twenty-five  ftout  Indians,  thqy  allowed  them- 
fclves  to  be  taken  without  oppolition. 

Rejoicing  at  this  opportunity  of  knowing  the  com- 
modities of  the  continent,  without  danger,  the  ad- 
miral ordered  the  cargo  to  be  examined,  and  found 
quilts  and  Ihirrs  of  cotton,  without  fleeves,  curioufly 
wrought,  and  dyed  of  feveral  colours,  together  with 
large  Iheets,  in  which  the  women  wrapped  them- 
felves  ;  long  wooden  fwords,  edged  on  each  fide,  with 
flint  fixed  in  a  groove,  with  thread  and  a  bituminous' 
matter,  hatchets  and  bells  of  copper,  with  plates  and 
crucibles  for  melting  that  metal.  Th^  provifion 
confided  of  fuch  roots  and  grain  as  are  ufed  for  food 
in  Hifpaniola,  and  a  fort  of  liquor,  made  of  maiz, 
refembling  Englifti  beer.  They  had  alfo  a  good 
number  of  cacao  nuts,  which  in  New  Spain  pafs  for 
money,  and  upon  which  they  feemed  to  put  a  great 
value ;  for,  notwithftanding  the  conftcrnation  with 
which  they  were  feized,  when  they  found  themfelves 
prifoners  among  fuch  a  ftrange  race  of  men,  they 
never  failed,  when  one  of  thefe  nuts  chanced  to  fall 
upon  deck,  to  ftoop  down  and  take  it  up  with  marks 
or  eagernefs  and  concern,  as  a  thing  of  great  confe- 
quence.  Nor  ought  we  to  omit  mentioning  their  ex- 
traordinary modefty,  which  was  fo  remarkable,  that 
when  fomc  of  them  were  pulled  on  board  by  their 
clouts,  which  gave  way,  they  immediately  covered 
their  nudities  with  their  hands,  and  the  women  wrap- 
Vox..  I.  L  ped 
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ped  themfelves  in  their  fheets,  with  figns  of  fliamc 
and  confufion.  This  fenfe  of  decorum  bad  fuch  an 
efFeft  upon  the  admiral,  that  he  ordered  them  to  be 
well  ufcd,  reftored  their  canoe,  and  gave  them  Euro- 
pean commodities  in  exchange  for  thofe  articles  of 
their  merchandize  which  he  thought  proper  to  retain : 
however,  he  kept  one  old  man  called  Giumbe,  who 
fcemed  to  be  the  wifcft  and  chief  man  of  the  whole» 
that  from  him  he  might  learn  fome  other  material 
particulars  of  the  country,  and  ufe  him  as  an  interpre* 
ter  among  the  other  Indians.  This  office  he  chear* 
fully  undertook,  and  faithfully  difcharged  in  the  courfe 
of  the  voyage,  as  long  as  it  continued  among  people 
who  underflood  his  language  ;  and  when  he  could  be 
no  longer  ferviceable,  he  was  difmifled  with  many 
valuable  prefcnts,  as  a  reward  for  his  fidelity. 

The  admiral,  though  informed  by  this  Indian  of 
the  great  wealth,  politenefs,  and  ingenuity  of  the 
people  who  lived  to  the  weftward  in  new  Spain,  yet 
krK)wing  as  thefe  countries  lay  to  leeward,  he  could  fail 
thither,  at  any  time  from  Cuba,  he  refolved  at  prefent 
to  perfift  in  his  defign  of  difcovering  the  ftrait  in  the 
continent,  through  which  he  might  penetrate  into  the 
South  Sea,  and  reach  the  fpice  country  j  and  accord- 
ingly turned  to  the  eaftward  towards  Vcragua  and 
Nombre  de  Dios,  where  he  was  told  this  ftrait  would 
be  found.  Nor  was  the  information  untrue  ;  for  the 
Indians  meant  a  ftrait  of  land  or  ifthmus,  which  he 
mlftook  for  a  narrow  gulph  extending  from  fca  to  fca. 
In  queft  of  this  ftrait  he  failed  towards  a  point  on  the 
continent,  which  he  named  Cafinus,  becaule  there  he 
found  great  plenty  of  trees,  bearing  a  fruit  fo  called 
by  the  natives  of  Hifpaniola ;  and  near  this  cape  he 
faw  people  who  wore  painted  fhirts  or  jerkins,  and 
clouts  made  of  cotton,  like  coats  of  mail,  foftrongas 
to  defend  them  againft  the  weapons  ufed  in  that 
country,  and  even  againft  the  ftroke  of  an  European 
Iword.  But  farther  to  the  eaftward,  near  Cape  Gra-. 
cias^a  Dios,  the  natives  are  of  a  fierce  afpedb  and 
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lavage  difporition,  go  ftark  naked,  eat  human  fle(h» 
and  fifh  raw  as  it  is  taken ;  and  they  make  fuch  holes 
in  their  ears,  as  will  admit  an  hen's  egg  \  from  which 
circumftance  the  admiral  denominated  that  coaft,  de 
Las  Orejas,  or,  of  the  Ears,  Turning  ftill  to  wind- 
ward, on  Sunday  Auguft  14th,  1502,  Bartholomew 
Columbus  went  afhore  in  the  morning  to  hearmafs, 
with  the  colours,  captains,  and  a  good  number  of 
men  ;  and  on  Wednefday  following,  when  they  went 
to  take  pofleflion  of  the  country  for  their  Catholic 
majefties,  above  one  hundred  Indians,  loaded  with 
provifions,  ran  down  to  the  (horc,  and  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  boats,  on  a  fuddcn  retired  without 
fpeaking  one  word.  The  lieutenant  perceiving  their 
timidity,  employed  the  interpreter  to  allure  them 
with  horfe  bells,  beads,  and  other  toys,  which  pleafed 
them  fo  much,  that  next  day  they  returned  in  greater 
numbers,  with  feveral  forts  of  provifions,  fuch  as 
hens  of  that  country,  which  are  better  than  thofe  of 
Europe ;  geefe,  roafted-filh,  and  red  and  white  beans, 
refembling  the  kidney-beans  of  Spain.  The  country, 
though  low,  was  green  and  beautiful,  producing 
abundance  of  pines,  oaks,  palm-trees,  and  mirabo- 
lans,  together  with  every  fort  of  fruit  or  provifion  tx> 
be  found  upon  the  ifland  of  Hifpaniola.  Here  like- 
wife  were  leopards,  deer,  and  other  animals.  The 
people  were  like  thofe  of  the  iOands,  except  in  their 
foreheads,  which  were  not  fo  high  -,  their  loins  only 
were  covered ;  they  feemed  to  have  no  religion,  and 
every  nation  fpoke  a  particular  language  or  its  own* 
Their  arms  and  bodies  were  ornamented  with  different 
figures,  wrought  into  the  (kin  by  fire.  The  better 
fort,  inftead  of  caps,  wore  red  and  white  cotton 
cloths;  fome  had  (hort  jumps  without  flceves,  that 
reached  to  their  middle,  and  others  had  locks  of  hair 
hanging  down  on  their  foreheads  :  but  on  a  feftival, 
they  painted  their  faces  of  various  colours,  fo  as  to 
look  very  terrible  and  diabolical, 
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The  admiral  fpcnt  feventy  days  in  failing  fixty 
leagues  from  the  coaft  de  Las  Orcjas»  to  the  caftward, 
bccaufe  the  wind  and  current  were  always  contrary ; 
but  as  there  was  good  riding  along  the  coaft,  he 
tacked  to  and  fro,  and  dropped  anchor  every  night 
under  the  land  j  and  on  the  1 4th  of  September,  he 
reached  a  cape,  which  he  called  Gracias  a  Dios,  or 
Thanks  to  God,  becaufe  from  thence  the  land  trended 
,  off  to  the  fouth,  and  he  could  profecute  his  voyage 
with  the  trade-wind. 

On  the  16th,  being  in  want  of  water,  the  admiral 
fcnt  the  boats  into  a  river,  at  the  entrance  of  which 
was  fuch  a  ripling,  occafioned  by  the  current  of  the 
ftream,  and  the  wind  frotn  the  fea,  that  in  returning, 
one  of  the  boats,  together  with  all  her  men,  was  loft ; 
fo  that  it  was  named,  the  River  de  la  Defgracia,  or 
of  Difafter.  Running  ftill  to  the  fouthward,  he  an- 
chored on  the  25th,  near  a  town  called  Cariari,  and 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  a  little  ifland  named  Quiri- 
viri,  "which  in  people,  foil,  and  fituation,  excelled 
every  place  he  had  yet  fcen  :  for  the  land  is  high,  and 
abounds  with  pafturage,  rivers,  and  woods.  Cariari 
is  lituated  near  a  great  river ;  to  the  banks  of  which  a 
multitude  of  people  reforted,  fome  armed  with  bows 
and  arrows,  and  others  with  ftaves  of  palm-tree,  as 
black  as  a  coal,  and  as  hard  as  horn,  pointed  with  the 
bones  of  fifhes  •,  a  third  let  were  furnifhed  with  clubs : 
they  feemed  to  have  affembled  with  intention  to 
defend  their  country  from  invafion.  But,  perceiving 
the  pacific  difpofition  of  the  Chriftians,  they  expreffcd 
a  defire  of  bartering  their  commodities,  confifting  o£ 
arms,  cotton,  jerkins,  Iheets,  and  gauninis,  which 
arc  pieces  of  pale  gold,  worn  about  their  necks  like 
relics.  With  thefe  articles  they  fwam  to  the  boats ; 
for  the  Spaniards  did  not  go  afhore  that  day  or  the 
next ;  nor  would  the  admiral  allow  his  people  to  take 
their  goods  in  exchange,  but  prefented  them  with  fe- 
veral  trinkets,  that  they  might  look  upon  the  Chrif- 
tians, as  men  who  defpifcd  all  mercenary  views.  The 
4  .  Icfs 
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Icfs  the  admiral  feemed  to  regard  the  traffic,  the  more 
eagernefs  they  difcovered  to  trade  with  him,  and 
made  figns  from  the  land,  inviting  his  people  to 
come  among  them ;  but  thcfe  proving  ineffcdtual, 
they  retired,  leaving  every  thing  they  had  received 
on  board  in  a  heap  upon  the  fliorc,  where  they 
were  found  the  Wednefday  following,  when  the 
Spaniards  landed.  The  Indians,  fuppoTing  the  ft  ran- 
gers did  not  confide  in  their  fmcerity,  fcnt  down  an 
ancient  man,  of  an  awful  prefence,  carrying  a  flag 
upon  a  ftaff,  attended  by  two  young  girls,  wich  gua- 
ninis  about  their  necks :  thcfe,  at  his  earneft  requeft, 
were  conduced  by  the  boat's  crew  on  board  the  ad- 
miral, who  ordered  them  to  be  clothed,  and  fed, 
and  fent  on  (hore  again,  where  they  were  received 
^ith  much  fatisfadion,  by  the  old  man  and  fifty  na- 
tives ailembied  on  the  beach. 

Next  day,  the  admiral's  brother  going  a(hore  to 
learn  fomething  of  the  country,  two  of  their  chief .  . 
men  came  to  the  boat,  and  taking  him  by  the  arms, 
made  him  fit  down  upon  the  grafs  between  them.  In 
this  fituation  he  began  to  interrogate  thcni,  and  or- 
dered the  fecretary  to  write  down  their  anfwers ;  bur, 
they  no  fooner  faw  the  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  than 
they  were  feized  with  confternation,  and  ran  away, 
believing  that  thcfe  were  implements  of  forcery  :  for 
they  had  performed  fome  ceremonies  of  exorcifm  be- 
fore they  approached  the  Spaniards.  D.  Bartholomew 
having  quieted  their  apprehenfions,  vifited  their  town, 
where,  in  a  great  wooden  palace,  covered  with  canes, 
he  faw  feveral  tombs,  in  one  of  which  was  a  dead 
body  embalmed ;  and  in  another  two  human  carcaflfes 
wrapped  up  in  cotton  iheets,  without  emitting  the 
leaft  odour :  over  each  of  thefe  catacombs  was  a  board, 
with  the  figures  of  beafts  carved  upon  it ;  and  on 
fome  of  them  were  the  effigies  of  the  defunft,  adorned 
with  guaninis,  beads,  and  other  ornaments  upon 
which  they  fet  a  value. 
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The  admiral  was  fo  defirous  of  being  better  ac« 
quainted  with  the  nature  of  this  country,  and  the 
manners  of  the  inhabitants,  who  feenied  to  be  more 
civilized  than  any  he  had  yet  feen,  that  he  ordered 
feven  to  be  taken,  and  of  thcfe  he  chofe  two  that 
feemcd  to  be  the  moft  intelligent,  fending  the  reft, 
away  with  fome  prefents,  and  an  affurance  that  their 
companions  were  detained  for  no  other  reafon,  than 
to  ferve  as  guides  and  interpreters  along  the  coaft, 
and  that  in  a  little  time^  they  would  be  certainly  fee 
at  liberty.  Notwithftanding  thefe  profeflions,  they 
imputed  the  detention  to  avarice ;  and  next  day,  a 
number  of  them  coming  down  to  the  ihore,  fent  four 
ambaflfadors  on  board  oi  the' admiral,  to  treat  for  the 
ranlbm  of  their  countrymen,  with  a  prefent  of  two 
wild  hogs,  which,  though  fmall,  were  Very  fweet.  * 
Thefe  deputies  were  entertained  with  great  civility ; 
jVid,  though  he  would  not  Comply  with  their  requeft, 
fent  them  away  well  f^tisfied,  aiid  amply  paid  for 
their  hogs^  one  of  which  was  hunted  on  board  by  a 
kind  of  wild  cat,  of  a  .greyifti  colour,  caught  in  9 
wood  by  a  feaman,  after  he  had  cut  off  one  of  its  fore 
legs.  This  animal^  which  is  as  big  as  a  fmall  grey- 
hound^ leaps  like  a  fquirrel  from  tree  to  tree,  anid  not 
only  faftens  upon  the  branches  with  its  claws^  but 
even  with  its  tail,  by  which  it  often  fufpends  itfelf, 
either  for  reft  or  fport,  The  hogs,  though  naturally 
very  ferocious,  no  fooner  faw  it,  than  they  ran  about 
the  deck  in  a  fright  -,  and  the  admiral  perceiving  their 
terror,  ordered  one  of  them  to  be  brought  near  th? 
cat,  which  immediately  wound  its  tail  about  the 
hog*s  fnout,  and  with  the  foreleg  that  re^paineid^ 
faftening  upon  its  poll,  would  fijion  have  made  a  prey 
.of  it,  had  not  the  people  interpofed.  From  tHefc 
circumflances  it  appeared,  that  tbofe  cats  hi^nt  like 
the  wolves  in  Spain. 

On  the  5th  of  Oftober,  the  admiral  failed  into  the 
bay  of  Caravato,  fix  leagues  in  length,  and  above 
three  in  breadth^  in  which  are  many  fmall  iflands  ^ 

and 
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and  between  tnem  the  (hips  fall  as  it  were  in  ftreets, 
bruOiing  the  trees  on  each  fide.  The  vcflcls  being 
anchored  in  this  bay,  the  boats  were  fent  to  one  rf 
the  iflands,  where  the  men  found  twenty  canoes,  and 
their  people  hand  by  them  on  the  (bore,  (lark  naked, 
with  little  plates,  or  eagles  of  gold  about  their  necks. 
They  exprefled  no  fymptoms  of  fear ;  but,  for  three 
horfe-bells,  gave  a  gold  plate  that  weighed  ten  du- 
cats, and  faid,  there  was  great  plenty  of  that  metal 
upon  the  continent,  at  a  vcry^fmall  diftance  from  this 
place. 

Next  day  the  boat's  crew  went  afliorc  upon  the 
main  land,  where  they  met  with  ten  canoes  full  of 
people,  who,  rcfufing  to  barter  away  their  plates, 
two  of  them  were  taken,  that  the  admiral  might  have 
a  chance  for  acquiring  fome  material  intelligence,  by 
means  of  the  Cariari  interpreters ;  and  they  confirm- 
ed what  the  iflanders  had  faid  of  the  gold,  which 
was  at  the  diftance  of  two  days  Journey  up  io  the 
country.  From  this  bay,  the  admiral  failed  into 
another  hard  by,  called  Aburena-,  on  the  17th  he  put 
to  fea;  and  arriving  at  the  river  Guaiga,  twelve 
leagues  from  hence,  commanded  the  boats  to  be 
rowed  alhore,  where  they  were  violently  affaulted  by 
above  one  hundred  Indians,  who  ran  furioufly  into 
the  water  up  to  the  middle,  brandifliing  lances,  blow- 
ing horns,  beating  drums,  .and  throwing  fea-watef 
toward  the  Spaniards,  at  whom  they  likewifeipurted 
chewed  herbs,  with  marks  of  deteftation  and  vdefi^nce. 
Notwithftanding  thefe  menacesi,  they  were  ^pcafcd 
by  the  peaceable  behaviour  of  the  Chriftian^,  and 
/or  a  few  horfc-bells,  exchanged  fixteen  gold  plates, 
to  the  value  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  ducats.  Next 
day,  however,  they  lay  in  ambufcade  for  the  boats, 
and  perceiving  that  nobody  would  venture  to  land 
wichout  fccurity,  they  ruflied  into  the  water,  as 
they  had  done  the  preceding  day,  and  even  threaten- 
ed to  throw  their  javelins,  provided  the  boats, 
that  lay  upon  their  oars,  would  not  return  to  the 
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ftiips.  The  Spaniards,  exafperated  at  their  infolent 
behaviour,  wounded  one  of  them  in  the  arm  with 
an  arrow,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  admiral  fired  a 
cannon,  the  explofion  of  which  terrified  them  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  they  fled  with  precipitation.  Then 
four  men  landing,  invited  them  to  return  by  figns,  in 
confequence  of  which  they  laid  down  their  arms-, 
and  coming  back,  exchanged  their  plates  very  peace- 
ably. 

Having  procured  famples  of  what  this  part  of  the 
country  produced,  the  admiral  proceeded  to  Catiba  ^ 
and  calling  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  a  great  river, 
perceived  the  natives  aflembling  by  the  found  oif 
drums  and  horns.  They  fent  two  of  their  number 
along-fid6  in  a  canoe,  and  thcfe  having  difcourfed 
with  the  Cariari  interpreters,  came  on  board  without 
any  apprehenfion,  and  gave  their  plate  r  to  the  admi- 
ral, who  in  return  prefented  them  with  Ibme  baubles* 
This  canoe  was  fucceeded  by  another,  with  three 
men,  wTio  behaved  in  the  fame  manner.  And  amity 
being  thu3  eftablifhed,  the  Spaniards  went  afliore, 
and  found  a  great  number  of  Indians  with  their  king^ 
who  differed  in  nothing  from  the  reft,  but  in  being 
covered  with  one  leaf  of  a  tree,  becaufe  it  rained 
very  hard.  This  fovereign,  by  exchanging  his  plate, 
fet  an  example  to  his  fubjefts,  who  bartered  to  the 
number  of  nineteen,  of  pure  gold.  Here  the  Chrif- 
tians  faw  a  great  mafs  of  wall,  feemingly  built  of 
ftone  and  l.me ;  and  as  this  was  the  firft  part  of  the 
Indies  where  the  admiral  difcovered  figns  of  ftrudure, 
he  brought  away  a  piece  of  it  as  a  memorial. 

Sailing  to  the  call  ward,  he  pafled  Cobravo  ;  and 
the  wind  blowing  frefh,  held  on  his  courfe  to  fivq 
towns  of  great  trade,  among  which  was  Veragua, 
where  the  Indians  faid  the  gold  was  gathered,  and 
the  plates  manufaftured.  Next  day  he  arrived  at  a 
town  called  Cubiga,  from  which  he  continued  his 
voyage  to  another,  which  he  called  Porto- bello,  or 
the  Beautiful  harbour  5  becaufe  it  is  fpacious,  popu- 
lous. 
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lous,  and  encompalTed  by  a  well  cultivated  coun- 
try. He  entered  this  harbour  on  the  2d  day  of  No- 
vember, paffing  between  two  fmall  iflands,  wlthia 
which  the  (hips  lay  clofe  to  the  fhore :  and  for  fevea 
days,  during  which  he  continued  here,  on  account  of 
the  rain  and  bad  weather,  canoes  came  conflantly  oa 
board,  with  people  from  the  adjacent  country,-  to 
barter  provifions,  and  bottoms  of  fine-fpun  cotton^ 
which  they  exchanged  for  pins,  points,  and  other 
trifles. 

On  the  9th,  he  failed  from  Porto-bdlo,-  eight 
leagues  to  theeaflward;  but,  next  day,  was  forced 
back  four  leagues  by  ftrefs  of  weather  ;  and  putting 
in  among  the  iQands  near  the  continent,  where  now 
the  town  of  N  ombre  de  Dios  ftands,  called  the  place 
Puerta  de  Baftimencos,  or  the  Port  of  Provifions,  bc- 
caufe  all  thofe  fmall  iflands  were  covered  with  grain. 
A  boat  well  manned  being  fent  in  purfuit  of  a  ca- 
noe, the  Indians  were  fo  terrified,  that  they  leaped 
into  the  fea,  and  efcaped,  notwithftanding  all  the 
efforts  of  the  Spaniards ;  for  when  the  boat  ap- 
proached any  one  of  them,  he  dived  like  a  duck,  and 
came  up  again  at  the  diftance  of  a  bow-ihot  from  the 
place«  f, 

Here  the  admiral  continued,  refitting  the  (hips, 
and  mending  the  calks,  tUl  the  23d  of  November; 
when  he  failed  eaftward  to  a  place  called  Guiga, 
where  the  boat's  crew  being  fent  on  (hofe,  found 
above  three  hundred  Indians,  ready  to  trade  for  fuch 
provifions  as  they  had,  and  fome  fmall  pieces  of  gold 
that  hung  at  their  cars  and  nofes  :  but  without  tarry- 
ing in  this  place,  he  put  into  a  fmall  port,  which  he 
called  Retrete,  or  Retired,  becaufe  it  could  not  con- 
tain above  fix  fliips,  and  the  width  of  the  mouth  did 
not  exceed  fifteen  or  twenty  paces,  though  the  rocks 
on  both  fides  appeared  above  water  as  (harp  as  dia- 
monds, and  the  channel  between  them  was  not  to  be 
fathomed.  The  admiral  was  decoyed  into  this  con- 
fined harbour,  by  the  mifrep^efentations  of  thofe  who 
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were  fcnt  to  view  it,  and  who  gave  a  favourable  ac- 
count of  it, .  bccaufe  here  the  (hips  muft  lie  clofc  to 
the  Ihorc^  fo  as  that  they  would  have  the  better  op- 
portunity of  trading  with  the  natives.  He  lay  nine 
days  in  this  narrow  place,  to  which  he  was  confined 
by  bad  weather  •,  and  at  firft  the  Indians  came  very 
familiarly  to  trade,  until  they  were  provoked,  by  the 
infolence  dnd  dii!blute  behaviour  of  the  feamen,  to 
a?fts  of  opcii  hoftility.  As  their  numbers  daily  in- 
creafed,  their  courage  rolje  to  luch  a  pitch  of  rcfolu- 
tion,  that  they  came  down  and  threjitencd  to  board 
the  (hips ;  and  the  admiral,  haying  in  vain  attempted 
to  appeal(^  them  by  patience  and  civility,  found  it 
nbfblutely  necc(rary  to  alter  his  deportment,  in  order 
to  convince  theoi  of  his  importance.  He  therefore 
ordered  his  people  to  fire  fome  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
they  anfwered  this  noife  with  (houts,  thre(hing  the 
trees  with  (taves,  as  if  they  defpifcd  the  explofion, 
which  they  believed  to  be  the  cSc&  of  thunder,  ufed 
to  terrify  them.  Her  therefore  loaded  one  of  the 
great  guns  with  (hot,  and  pointing  it  at  a  Dumber 
afiembled  on  an  hillock,  the  ball  fell  in  the  midft  of 
them,  and  foon  made  them  fcnfible  there  was  fome- 
thing  more  than  empty  noife :  for  they  inftantly  fled 
with  fuch  confternarion,  that  for  the  future  they  durij: 
not  appear  even  behind  the  mountains.  Thefe  people 
were  the  bcft  (haped  Indians  of  any  he  had  yet  feen  5 
tall  and  thin,  without  thofe  prominent  .bellies,  fre- 

3uent  in  this  country.  In  this  harbour  were  abun- 
ance  of  very  large  crocodiles  or  alligators,  that  deep 
afhore,  and  emit  a  muflcy  fcent^  and  are  fo  ravenous, 
that  they  will  devour  men  if  they  can  take  them  at 
advantage,  though  they  are  fearful  aad  cowardly  when 
attacked. 

The  admiral  perceiving,  that  the  violent  winds 
from  the  eaft  and  north-ca(l  continued  to  blow  with- 
,cut  ceafing,  and  that  he  could  no  longer  trade  with 
the  inhabitants  of  this  coaft,  he  rcfolved  to  return 
jtnd  fatisfy  himfelf  of  the  truth  of  yhat  was  rcponed, 
•  •  co»- 
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^ncerning  the  mines  of  Veragua ;  and  therefore,  mk 
xhfi  5th  of  December^  ^ed  back  to  Porto-beUo. 

Ne^ct  dajr,  the  wind  fbifted  to  the  weft,  but  as  he 
<lj(d  not  think  this  was  a  fettled  gale,  he  bore  up 
againft  it  for  fome  xiays,  during ,  which  the  weather 
was  fo  very  unfetded  and  unruly,  that  the  failors  couM 
fcarce  ftand  upon  deck ;  for  the  iky  feemed  to  be 
finking  in  a  deluge  of  rain,  the  whole  air  appeared 
like  a  furnace  of  lightning,  and  the  thunder  roared 
fo  ince0antly,  that  the  people  mifltook  it  for  the  firing 
of  guns,  as  fignala  of  diftrefs.  The  men,  who  were 
conftantly  wet  to  the  fkin,  and  expofed  to  thefe  dreads 
ful  peals  and  flaihes,  began  to  be  terrified,  and  to 
.defpair  *,  efpecially  as  the  wind  fhifced  in  their  teeth 
whenever  they  endeavoured  to  make  any  harbour : 
and  in  the  midft  of  this  danger  and  diftraAion,  they 
^were  in  the  utmoft  danger  of  being  overwhelmed  bjr 
a  dreadful  water-fpout  that  rofe  from  the  fea  to  the 
clouds^  as  thkk  as  an  ordinary  butt,  whirling  about^ 
and  dafhing  with  a  moft  treipendous  roar.  To  com- 
plete their  misfortunes,  they  loft  fight  of  the  fhip 
.Caino,  which  they  concluded  was  loft,  until  they  faw^ 
her  again  at  the  end  of  three  difmal  dark  days,  ia 
which  (he  had  been  pbliged  to  caft  anchor,  and  aftei^ 
wards  was  driven  to  fea^  with  the  lofs  of  her  anchor 
and  boat. 

The  (hips  were  almoft  (battered  to  pieces  by  the 
tempeft,  and  the  men  quite  fpenc  with  cold,  hunger^ 
and  fatigue,  when  they  w^ere  relieved  by  a  calm  that 
lafted  two  days ;  during  which  they  were  furrounded 
by  an  infinite  number  of  (harks,  fo  greedy,  that  they 
would  bite  at  the  hook  though  baited  only  with  a  red 
rag.  Many  o£  thefe  were  caught,  and  out  of  the  belly 
of  one,  was  taken  an  entire  tortoife,  that  afterwards 
lived  on  board ;  and  from  another,  the  whole  head  of 
a  (hark  which  we  had  cut  off  and  thrown  into  the 
fea :  io  that  the  individuals  of  this  fpccies  feem  to 
prey  upon  one  another.  Though  fome  of  the  people 
|oQ|^<ed  upon  them  as  ominous  fi(h,  and  all  allowed 

they 
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thqr  furnifhcd  a  very  indifferent  meal,  yet  the  Tailors 
ate  them  with  great  eagernefs :  for  by  this  time  they 
had  been  eight  months  at  fea,  and  confumed  all  their 
provifion,  except  the  bifcuit  j  which,  from  the  heat 
and  moiflure  of  the  climate,  was  fo  full  of  maggots^ 
that  many  delayed  eating  till  it.  was  dark,  that  they 
might  not  fee  the  vermin  they  were  obliged  to 
fwallow. 

On  the  17th,  the  admiral  entered  an  harbour,  three 
leagues  eaft  of  Pennon,  which  the  Indians  call  Huiya, 
and  there  permitted  his  men  to  repofe  themfelves 
for  three  days  •,  during  which,  they  perceived  the  in- 
habitants lived  in  huts,  built  upon  the  tops  of  trees, 
a  ftrange  cuftom,  which  muft  have  been  owing  to 
their  fear  of  wild  beafts,  land-floods,  or  enemies  of 
their  own  fpecies ;  for  all  along  that  coaft,  the  dif- 
ferent nations  are  at  war  with  one  another.  From 
this  harbour  or  bay,  he  failed  on  the  20th ;  but  no 
iboner  was  he  at  fea,  than  the  tempelt  began  to  rage 
^ain,  and  he  was  driven  into  another  port :  from 
whence  he  took  his  departure  on  the  ^d,  the  weather 
being  fomewhat  more  moderate.  But  as  if  Provi- 
dence had  refolved  to^thwart  the  expedition,  the  wind 
frefhened  and  became  contrary,  fo  that  he  was 
bandied  about,  to  the  aHonifhment  and  terror  of 
€very  perfon  on  board,  until  he  made  the  harbour 
where  he  had  been  before,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame 
month.  Here  he  ftaid  from  December  the  26th,  till 
the  3d  of  January,  when,  having  repaired  the  fhip 
Gallega,  and  taken  on  board  a  mfHcient  quantity  of 
Indian  corn,  wood,  and  water,  he  failed  back  toward 
Veragua,  with  contrary  winds  and  foul  weather.  In- 
deed, he  was  fo  perplexed  and  fatigued  with  currents, 
tempefts,  and  unfavourable  gales,  between  Veragua 
and  Pprto-bello,  that  he  called  it  Coda  de  Contraftes, 
or  the  Coaft  of  Contention. 

Two  days  after,  he  caft  anchor  near  a  river  which 
the  Indians  called  Yebra,  and  the  admiral  Bethlem  } 
becaufe  he  arrived  on  the  feaft  of  <the  Epiphany.     To 
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the  wcftward  of  this  was  the  river  of  Veragua,  the 
water  of  which  was  very  (hallow,  but  the  boars  went 
up  to  the  town  where  the  gold  mines  were  faid  to  be 
At  firft  the  Indians  flood  upon  their  guard,  and  threat- 
ened to  oppo!"e  the  landing  of  the  Spaniards  1  but  an 
Indian  interpreter  going  alhore,  and  giving  a  favour- 
able account  of  the  Chrirtians,  they  were  appeafed, 
and  bartered  away  twenty  gold  plates,  fome  hollow 
pieces,  like  joints  of  reeds,  and  Ibme  grains  that  ne- 
ver were  melted,  which  they  faid  they  had  gathered 
a  great  way  off,  upon  uncouth  mountains. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  the  a.-intiral's  Ihip  and  the 
Bifcayna  went  up  the  river  Bethlem,  and  the  Indians 
came  to  exchange  fuel  things  as  they  had,  particu- 
larly fifti ;  which  at  certain  times  of  the  year,  come 
from  the  fea  up  thcfe  rivers  in  incredible  numbers : 
they  likewife  bartered  fome  gold  for  pins,  beads, 
and  hawks  bells.  Next  day  they  were  joined  by  the 
other  two  Ihips,  that  could  not  come  in  the  preced- 
ing day,  for  want  of  water  at  the  river's  mouth.  On 
the  third  day  after  their  arrival,  Diego  Bartholo- 
mew went  up  the  river  with  the  boats,  to  the  town 
ofQuibioj  ib  the  Indians  call  their  king  i  who  hear- 
ing of  the  lieutenant's  defign,  came  down  in  his  ca- 
noes to  meet  him,  and  they  received  each  other  in  a 
very  friendly  manner.  Next  day,  he  went  on  board 
to  vifit  the  admiral,  who  made  him  fome  prefcnts, 
and  he  retired  very  well  pleafed,  after  a  converfa- 
tion  that  lafted  a  whole  hour,  during  which  his  people 
exchanged  fome  gold  for  bells,  and  other  toys. 

On  the  24th,  the  river  fuddenly  fwelled  to  a  fur- 
priQng  pitch,  and  ruthed  down  with  fuch  impetuo- 
fity,  that  the  admiral's  (hip  parted  her  cable,  and 
running  foul  of  the  Gallega,  brought  the  fore-mad 
by  the  board,  and  both  vellcls  were  in  great  danger 
ofperilhing.  This  fuddcn  rife  of  the  river,  was  fup- 
pofed  to  proceed  from  fome  terrible  (howcr  that  had 
fallen  upon  the  mountains  of  Veragua,  which  were 

named 


1 


<5«        THE  FOURTH  VOYAGE 

nzmcd  St.  Chriftopher's,  becaufe  the  tops  of  then! 
reached  above  the  clouds. 

On  the  6th  of  February,  the  (hips  being  caulked 
and  refitted,  Diego  Barthobmew,  and  fixty-eighc 
men,  were  fent  in  boats  to  the  river  of  Veragua,  and 
rowing  up,  arrived  at  the  cacique's  town,  where  he 
ftaid  a  whole  day,  inquiring  the  neareft  way  to  the 
mines :  in  confequence  €>f  the  intelligence  he  received, 
they  travelled  four  leagues  and  an  half;  and  nexc 
day,  arriving  at  the  place  to  which  they  were  direfted^ 
gathered  fome  gold  about  the  roots  of  trees,  which 
"were  very  thick,  and  of  a  prodigious  height.  As 
the  Ible  aim  of  this  journey  was  to  get  information 
concerning  the  mines,  they  immediately  returned  to 
the  (hips,  very  well  pleafed  with  the  fample : 
though,  as  they  afterwards  learned,  the  mines  from 
which  they  had  picked  it  were  not  thofe  of  Veragua, 
which  lay  much  nearer,  but  of  Urira,  a  town  be- 
longing to  a  people  at  war  with  Quibio,  who  had 
direded  the  Spaniards  to  his  enemy's  mines  inftead  of 
his  own. 

On  the  14th  of  February  1503,  Diego  Bartholo- 
fnew,  with  fifty  men,  followed  by  a  boat,  marched  to 
the  riyer  of  Urira,  fcven  leagues  wcftward  from 
]Bethlem,  and  next  day  were,  met  by  the  cacique, 
^ittended  by  twenty  men,  who  prefented  him  with 

?rovifions,  and  fome  gold  plates  were  exchanged, 
lavjng  relied  a  while  in  this  place,  the  Chriftians 
vere  conduced  to  the  town,  where  they  were  hof- 
pitably  entertained  with  vidluals  and  lodging  \  and, 
^n  after  their  arrival,  vifited  by  the  cacique  of 
pururi,  a  neighbouring  town  ;  he  was  attended  by 
a  great  number  of  his  people,  who  brought  fome 
plates  to  exchange,  and  told  the  lieutenant,  that  up 
the  country  there  were  caciques  who  had  abundance 
of  gold,  and  a  great  number  of  men  armed  like  the 
Spaniards. 

J^Jext  day  Diego  Bartholomew  fent  back  twenty 
fxien  to  th?  Ihips,  and  with  the  other  thirty,  pro- 
ceeded 
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ceedcd  towards  Zobabra,  where  he  faw  above  fiK 
leagues  of  ground  full  oi  maiz,  and  cultivated  like 
corn  fields.  Here  he  was  kindly  entertained  by  the 
natives,  as  well  as  at  another  town,  called  Cateba^ 
where  he  purcbafed  fome  plates :  but  having  now 
advanced  a  great  way  from  the  (bips^  without  finding 
any  harbour  abng  the  coaft,  or  river  larger  than  that 
of  Bethleoi)  where  he  could  conveniently  fettle  a  cor 
lony,  according  to  the  intention  of  the  admiral,  he 
returned  with  a  good  quantity  of  gold,  to  the  place 
from  which  he  had  taken  his  departure,  and  in  which 
a  refolution  was  now  t^ken,  to  make  a  fettlementu 
with  eighty  men  Uk)der  his  command.  Proper  dif- 
pofitions  being  made^  they  began  to  build  houies, 
about  a  cannon's  (hot  fropi  the  mouth  of  the  riyer 
Bethlem,  the  materials  being  timber,  and  the  thatch 
confiding  of  the  leaves  of  palm-trees  that  grew  along 
the  (hore.  Several  pieces  of  cannon,  with  powderi^ 
provifion,  and  other  necefifaries,  were  lodged  in  a 
large  magazine  erefled  for  that  purpofe;  while  %, 
quantity  of  wine,  bifcuit,  oil,  vinegar,  cheefe,  and 
grain,  was  depofited  on  board  of  the  fhip  Galkga, 
to  be  left  with  cordage,  nets,  hooks,  and  other  fiih^* 
ine-tackle,  for  the  ufe  of  the  colony.  Indeed  thefe 
laft  could  not  fail  of  being  fignally  ufeful,  in  a  Coven- 
try that  abounds  with  fuch  quantities  of  fifli.  The 
natives  took  them  with  hooks  made  of  tortoifc-lhell^ 
which  they  cut  with  a  thread.  Among  others,  the 
fea  produces  a  very  fniali  filh,  called  titi,  which  fly 
iip  to  the  furface  of  the  water,  where  they  are  caugh? 
in  little  matts,  or  fmall  nets,  and  being  wrapped  in 
leaves,  are  dried  in  an  oven,  io  that  they  may  b^ 
kept  for  a  long  time.  They  likewife  catch  abundanci^ 
of  pilchards,  which  being  purfued  by  other  filh,  will 
leap  two  or  three  paces  upon  the  dry  land ;  though 
(hey  are  alib  taken  in  another  manner.  In  the  mid- 
dle of  their  canoes,  from  ftem  to  (lern,  the  Indians 
raife  a  partition  of  palm-tree  leaves,  two  yards  high, 
Md  plying  about  the  river,  make  a  noiljb  by  beating 
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the  ihorc  with  their  oars,  fo  as  to  frighten  the  pil- 
chards, which,  miftaking  the  leaves  for  land,  leap 
opoD  them  in  great  quantities,  and  fall  into  the  ca- 
noe. Befides  tnefe,  they  take  great  numbers  of  other 
fifli,  that  pafs  along  the  coaft  in  fhoals,  and  bake 
them,  as  already  obferved.  As  for  liquor,  they 
have  plenty  of  a  very  palatable  kind  of  beer  made  of 
maiz;  and  agreeable  wine,  made  of  the  juice  and  pith 
of  a  certain  kind  of  palm-tree,  as  well  as  of  a  fruit 
that  refembles  a  pine  apple. 

Every  thing  being  completed  for  the  maintenance 
of  the  new  colony,  the  admiral  refolved  to  return  to 
&ain  without  furthef  delay ;  when  his  voyage  was 
cfl^dtually  retarded,  by  want  of  water  to  carry  him 
out  of  the  river,  as  well  as  by  the  terrible  furf  that 
beat  upon  the  fhore,  threatening  immediate  deftruc- 
tion  to  any  vefTel  that  Ihould  approach  it.  This  cir- 
cumftance,  was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  the  rains, 
which  alone  could  fwell  the  river,  were  pad,  and  the 
bottoms  of  the  fhips  worm-eaten  through  and  through. 
To.complete  the  difafter,  it  was  cafually  difcovered 
by  means  of  an  interpreter,  that  Quibio  intended  to 
fet  Bre  to  the  houfes  of  the  Chri(tians,  who  had  made 
a  fettlement  in  his  dominions,  contrary  to  the  incli- 
nations of  him  and  his  people.  In  this  dilemma,  the 
admiral  concerted  meafures  with  his  brother,  for  tak- 
ing the  cacique  prifbner,  together  with  his  principal 
men,  and  carrying  them  to  $pain  as  hoftages  for  the 
good  behaviour  of  his  fubjefts.  Accordingly  on  the 
30th  of  March,  the  lieutenant,  with  above  feventy 
men,  proceeded  to  the  village  of  Veragua,  confiding 
of  draggling  houfes;  and  at  a  fmalldidance  from  it, 
received  a  medage  from  the  cacique,  defiring  he 
would  come  up  to  his  houfe,  which  dood  by  itfelf  on 
a  hill :  hotwithdanding  this  intimation,  he  refolved 
to  go  up  with  five  men  only,  after  having  ordered  the 
red  to  follow,  two  and  two,  at  fome  didance,  and 
when  they  fliould  hear  a  mufket  fired,  to  befct  the 
houfe,  that  nobody  might  efcape.    Quibio  meeting 

him 
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him  at  the  door,  was  immediately  feized  by  the  fieu- 
tenant,  and  the  muiket  beine  fired,  the  reO:  of  the 
Spaniaixls  furrounded  the  houte,  in  which  were  about 
thirty  perfons,  who  feeing  their  prince  taken,  made 
no  oppofition.  But  as  they  were  conveying  the  ca- 
cique on  board,  he  contrived  to  jump  out  of  the  boat 
into  the  river ;  and  as  it  began  to  be  dark,  it  waa 
impoflible  to  hear  or  fee  how  he  went  afhore :  fd 
that  after  a  fruitlefs  fearch,  they  were  fain  to  row  on 
board  of  the  admiral,  overwhelmed  with  (hame  and 
vexatioa. 

Next  day  the  lieutenant^  finding  it  would  be  im« 
pradicabte  to  overtake  the  fusdtive  Indians,  returned 
with  his  men  to  the  (hips,  and  prefented  the  plunder 
of  Quibio's  houfe,  worth  three  hundred  ducats  in 
plates  and  eagles,  to  his  brother ;  who,  having  de- 
dudted  the  fifth  part  for  their  catholic  majeflies,  di-* 
vided  the  reft  among  thofe  who  went  upon  the  expe« 
dition. 

The  colony  being  now  fettled  under  proper  regu* 
lations,  and  the  river  fwelled  by  the  rains,  Columbus 
ordered  his  (hips  to  be  lightened,  and  towed  by  the 
boats  over  the  bar,  on  which  all  the  three  ftruck, 
though  without  receiving  much  damage.  They  then 
took  in  every  thing  they  had  been  obliged  to  unftow^ 
and  lay  waiting  for  a  fair  wind  to  fail  for  Hifpaniola, 
from  whence  the  admiral  propofed  tp  fend  fupplies  to 
his  new  fettlement.  In  this  interval,  the  boat  pro- 
videntially  went  afhore,  and  contributed  to  the  fafety 
of  many  Spaniards,  whootherwife  muft  have  fallen  a 
facrifice  to  the  refentment  of  the  Indians  :  for  Quibio 
no  fooner  perceived  the  fhips  at  fea,  than  he  refolved 
to  attack  the  fettlement ;  and  the  woods,  by  which  ic 
was  furrounded,  facilitated  the  enterprife.  But  the 
lieutenant,  who  was  a  man  of  great  refolution,  fallied 
out  upon  the  enemy,  and  feven  or  eight  of  his  people 
following  his  example,  foon  compelled  the  favages  to 
retire  into  the  wood,  juft  as  the  boat  reached  the 
flipre :  though  not  before  they  had  killed  a  Spaniard, 
Vol.  I.  M  and 
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atid  wopnded^  feven'^  atnong  whom^was  tKe  lieutenant 
himfdf.  Repcatted'  atiatks  of  chia  natute  however 
cohiihiitd'  to'  reduce  thtir  nlimbcrs*  and*  to  difpirit  the 
furvivors. 

Mean  white  th^  adthirai  waited'  ten  days  for  fair 
wi^th'er,  thaf  he  rttight-  fend'  afhore  the  only  boat 
that  remained',  for  intelli^nce ;  and  in  this  interval, 
fbme  of  the  prifohtrs*  who  had'  been  confined'  in  the 
hold,  bur({  open  the  hat!ches  in  the  night,  and  leaped 
into  the  fea,  and  the  reft  being  difappointed  in  their 
hopes  of  efcaping  in  the  fame  manner,  hanged  them* 
feWes  in'defpair;  fo  that  now  he  hadnO  hodages,  by 
virrue  of  whom  he  could  make  peace  with  Quibio; 
The  weather  ftill  contihuinff^  boifterous,  and  the  peo* 
pie  being  extremely  impatient  to  learn  the  fate  (^ 
their  companions,  Peter  de  le  Defma,  a,  pilot  of 
Sevil,  undertook  to  fwim  afliore,  provided  he  might 
be  xrafried  in  the  boat  to  the  place  where  the  furf  be- 
gan to  run  high.  His  propofal  being  embraced  by 
the  admiral,  was  put  in  execution ;  and  he  fwam  off 
again  with  a  circumftantial  account  of  what  had  hap- 
pened, including  a  detail  of  divifions  and  diilenfions 
among  the  men :  for  Diego  Bartholomew  found  it  im- 
pradicable  to  maintain  authority  and  fubordination, 
and  they  were  unanimous  in  nothing  but  their  refolu- 
tion  to  leave  the  place.  They  therefore  begged  the 
admiral  would  take  them  on  board  without  delay, 
otherwife  they  would  put  to  lea  in  their  own  veflel, 
rotten  as  (he  was,  and  rather  truft  to  the  mercy  of  the 
waves  and  weathef,  than  expofe  themfelves  to  the 
barbarous  refcntmcnt  of  the  favages.  In  confequence 
of  this  information,  Columbus  refolved  to  ftay  and 
take  them  on  board  j  and  the  Weather  becoming  more 
favourable,  they  carte  off,  with*  all  their  goods  and 
effefts,  in  his  boat  and  fome  canoes  lalhed  together;? 
fo  that  in  two  days  nothing  was  left  behind  but  the 
hulk  of  the  (hip,  which  was  fo  much  eaten  by  the 
worms,  as  to  be  unfit  for  fervice. 

The 
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The  whole-  compaKy  bein^  thus  re-aflembled,  to. 
their  niiitual  fatisfatSiofi,  the  admiral  failed  alo'ng.tKc 
cbafk  to  the  eaftward,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  all 
the  pilots, ' who  thought  he  might  have  reached  St. 
Dotpingo,  by  bearing  away  to  the  north:  but  he 
ahd  his  brother  knew  it  was  rcquiGte  to  ply  up'to 
windward,  before  they  could  ftrike  acrofs  the  gulph 
that  divides  the  continent  from  Hifpaniola  :  and  as  he. 
confulted  his  own  judgment  in  this  particular,  the 
men  began  to  murmur,  frorp  an  appr^henfion,  that 
he  intended  to  fail  direftly  for  Spain,  although  he  had ' 
not  prbviHon  fufficient  for  fuch  a  voyage.  At  Porto- 
bello  he  was  obliged  to  leave  the  (hip  Bifcaina,  which 
was  fo  leaky  arid  worm-eaten,  that  fhe  could  not  pro- 
ceed; and  turning  up  along  the  coaft,  he  paflcd  Port 
Retrete,  together  with  abundance  of  fmall  iflands, 
which  he  denoodihated  las  Barbas :  thence  concinuing 
his  courfc  ten  leagues,  he,  on  the  ift  of  May,  1503, 
took  his  departure  from  a  place  on  the  continent  call- 
ed Marmora,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  the  wind' 
and  currents  fetting  from  the  eaft. 

The  pilots  and  navigators  on  board  afSrmed,  that 
he  was  to  the  eaftward  of  the  Caribbees,  *but  he  him- 
fclf  was  apprehenfive,  that  he  fliould  not  be  able  to 
fetch  Hifpaniola,  and  this  fear  was  verified :  for,  on 
the  iDth,  he  defcried  two  very  fmall  low  iflands, 
which  he  named  Tortugas,  from  the  abundance  of 
turtle  found  here,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  oa 
the  1 2th,  after  a  run  of  thirty  leagues  northwards, 
arrived  at  the  iflands  called  Jardin  de  la  Reyna,  that 
lie  ten  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  Cuba.  By  this 
time,  the  mips  being  leaky  and  crazy,  the  men  were 
harraflcd  at  the  pump,  though  littk  able  to  fupport 
fuch  fatigue,  becaufe  their  provifions  were  now  reduced 
to  ajittfe  biftuit,  oil,  and  vinegar;  and  in  this  me- 
lancholy fituation,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  dreadful 
ftorm,  in  which  the  fhip  Bermuda  ran  foul  of  th^  ad- 
miral, and  both  had  like  to  have  foundered  :  however, 
they'got  clear  of  each  other  with  Iriuch  difficulty,  and 
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dropped  all  their  anchors,  though  it  was  the  fheet 
anchor  alone  that  brought  them  up  ;  and  in  the  morn- 
ing there  was  but  one  ftrand  of  the  cable  uncut,  fo 
that  if  this  had  given  way,  rhey  muft  have  pcriftied 
upon  the  fliarp  rocks. 

The  wind  being  abated,  he  failed  to  an  Indian 
town  on  the  coaft  of  Cuba,  called  Mattaia,  where 
having  purchafcd  fome  refrefliments,  as  the  winds, 
currents,  and  condition  of  the  (hips  would  not  permit 
him  to  bear  up  for  Hifpaqiola,  he  fVood  over  to  Ja- 
maica, pumping  and  baling  all  the  way.  Yet,  not- 
withftanding  their  utmoft  efforts,  the  water  rofe  up 
almoft  to  the  deck  •,  and  when  day  appeared,  he  put 
into  an  harbour  called  Puerto  Bueno,  but  finding  no 
frefli  water  in  this  place,  he  fleered  to  the  cad  ward  in- 
to another,  called  Santa  Gloria,  which  is  enclofed  by 
T6cks,  where  finding  it  impoffible  to  keep  the  Ihips 
afloat,  he  ran  them  afhore  along-fidc  of  each  other, 
and  propping  them  up  on  each  fide,  fo  as  to  keep 
them  upright,  ordered  flaeds  to  be  made  on  the  poop 
and  forecaftle,  under  which  the  men  might  be  fccurc 
from  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather,  as  well  as  the 
attempts  of  the  Indians.  This  expedient  he  chofe 
rather  than  that  of  fortifying  himfelf  on  fhore,  be- 
caufe  he  fliould  be  more  able  to  reftrain  his  feamcn 
from  irregularities,  which  might  have  incenfed  the 
natives,  on  whom  he  entirely  depended  for  fubfift- 
ence,  his  own  provifions  having  been  either  fpoiled 
or  confumed.  As  the  natives  rcfbrted  in  great  num- 
bers to  the  fliips  with  what  rhey  had  to  barter,  he  ap- 
pointed two  perfons  to  fuperintend  the  market,  and 
prevent  abufcs  or  frauds  of  either  /ide,  as  well  as  to 
divide  the  purchafe  equally  among  the  people,  that 
nothing  might  be  embezzled  or  engroflcd.  His  re- 
gulations were  alike  agreeable  to  his  own  men,  who 
were  plentifully  fupplied  ;  and  to  the  Indians,  who 
exchanged  two  little  animals  like  rabbits,  which  they 
called  hutics,  for  a  bit  of  tin,  and  cakes  of  their 
bread  named  zabi,  for  two  or  three  glafs  beads,  though 
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for  a  quantity  of  any  thing,  they  received  a  hawk's 
bell ;  and  a  cacique  or  great  man  was  fometimes  pre- 
fented  with  a  fmall  looking  glafs,  red  cap,  or  pair  of 
fciflars. 

Thefc  neceflary  fteps  being  taken,  the  admiral's 
next  care  was,  to  confult  with  ^is  oflEicers  about  the 
means  of  transporting  themfelves  to  Hifpaniola  ;  and, 
after  mature  deliberation,  it  was  refolved,  that  two 
canoes  (hould  be  fent  thither,  with  an  account  of 
the  misfortune  which  had  happened  to  the  admiral, 
and  a  letter  to  the  governor,  defiring  that  a  fhip 
might  be  fent  immediately  to  his  relief.  The  ca- 
noes being  chofen  for  this  dangerous  expedition, 
James  Mendez  de  Segura,  the  admiral's  chief  fecre- 
tary,  embarked  in  one,  with  fix  Chriftians,  and  ten 
Indians  to  row  ;  and  Bartholomew  Fiefco,  a  Genoefe 
gentleman,  went  on  board  of  the  other,  with  the 
l^e  number  of  hands ;  this  laft  having  orders  to  re- 
turn immediately  with  the  news  of  their  fafe  arrival, 
while  Mcnde?5  fliould  continue  his  route  over  land 
to  St.  Domingo. 

In  a  little  time  after  the  departure  of  thefe  canoes, 
the  men  who  were  left  began  to  grow  fickly,  in 
confequencc  of  the  fatigue  they  had  undergone,  and 
the  change  of  provifion  ;  and  (which  is  the  cafe  on 
all  fuch  occafions)  a  fpirit  of  difcontent  diffufed  it- 
felf  among  them.  They  now  caballed  and  murmu- 
red in  private  againfl:  the  admiral,  faying,  he  had 
no  intention  to  return  to  Spain,  where  he  was  in 
dilgrace  with  their  catholic  msuefties ;  nor  could  he 
have  any  hopes  of  affiftance  from  Hifpaniola,  the 
governor  of  which  had  already  refufed  him  (belter 
in  his  diftrefs  :  and  laftly,  they  fuggefted  that  Men- 
dez and  Fiefco  were  both  loft,  otherwifc  the  latter 
would  have  returned  by  this  time,  according  to  his 
promife.  For  thefe  reasons,  it  was  their  bufincfs 
to  confult  their  own  fafcty,  by  leaving  the  admiral, 
who  was  now  lame  in  all  his  limbs  with  the  gout, 
and  follow  their  companions  to  Hifpaniola,    where 
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they  would  be  the  b<;ttcr  received. |>7thc,commcndary 
Lares,  on  account  of  their  having  abandoned  Colum- 
bus, whom  \xc  hated.  Thefe  arguments- were  fuggcfted 
and  encouraged  by  two  brothers,  called  Porras,  who 
affured  them  of  protection  on  their  return  to  Spain, 
froni  the  bifhopl).  John  de  Fonfeca,  as  well  as  from 
the  treafurcr  Morales,  by  whom  their  fitter  w^s  kept 
^s  a  concubine :  and  fuch  eSed  had  (he  inQnuations 
of  thefe  ringleaders,  one  of  whom  was  captain  of 
tlie  fliip  Bermuda,  and  , the  other  comptroller  of  the 
fquadron,  that  eight  and  forty  of  the  men  were  per- 
fuaded  to  follow  them  at  all  events,  and  to  provide 
themfelves  with  every  thing  neceffary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  their  purpofe. 

On  the  2d  day  ot  January,  captain  Francis  de  Por- 
ras, whom  they  had  chofen  tor  their  leader,  afcending 
the  quarter-deck,  where  the  admiral  lay  confiaed  to 
his  bed,  *'  What  is  the  reafon,  my  lord,  (faid  he) 
*'  that  you  will  not  return  to  Spain,  but  keep  us  in 
"  this  place  to  periCh  ?"  To  this  infolent  interroga- 
tion,   Columbus,    fufpe6ting  the  cohfpiracy,    very 
calmly  replied.  That  he  did  not  fee  how  they  could 
return  to  Spain,  until  they  fhould  be  aflifted  with  a 
vdfel  from  Hifpaniola;  that  no  man  wsis  more  de- 
sirous than  he  to  be  gone,  as  well  on  account  of  his 
own  private  intereft,  as  for  the  fafety  of  his  people  ; 
and  that,  for  their  fatisfa£i:ion,  he  would  again  lum- 
mon  all  his  officers  to  confult  about  the  means  of  gra- 
tifying their  inclination.  This  judicious  remonftrance 
had  no  weight  with  Porras,  who  faid,  it  was  now  no 
time  to  talk;  for  that  he  fhould  tither  embark  iip- 
o^ediaiely,  or  ftay  there  by  himfelf :  then  crying  with 
^  loud  voice,  ^'  I  am  going  to  Spain  with  thoic  that 
>^  will  follow  nic,"  2^\  his   at'hcrents  joined  in  the 
^exclamation,  and  imniediarely  took  poifeflion  of  the 
forecaille,  poop,  and  rov)hd*tops,  fo  that  uproar  and 
univerfal  confufion  enfued.     The   adipiral,  though 
lame  in  bed,  hearing  the  noife  of  this  tumult,  ttarted 
Hp  in  order  fp  (juclj  ik^  rotltiny,  but  w*5  with-held 
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-by  his  fervants,  who  were  ffraid  that  'he  would  be 
murdered  by  the  confjpirators.  They  'likewHe  dif- 
armed  and  confined  his  bnothcx  Didgo  Bartholomew, 
who  had  bravely  rufhed  out  upon  the  mutineers,  with 
an. half  Dike  in  ins  -hand^  and  entreated  Porras  to-be 
gone,  without  doing  further  mifchief,  or  making  any 
attempt  upon  the  iliffc  of  Columbus,  for  which  they 
could  not  &il  of  being  one  day  feverely  punifhed. 
He  did  not  think  proper  to  regard  this  caution,  but 
ieizing  ten  canoes  which  the  admiral  had  purchafed 
from  the  Indianty  embarked  wich  all  his  followers, 
who  exprcflcd  at  much  joy  as  if  they  had  been  al- 
•ready  landed  iniSpain.  Upon  this  occafion,  a  good 
number  of  the  reft,  who  were  not  concerned  in  the 
combination;  feeing  themfelves  abandoned  by  their 
*fellows,  and  defpairing  of  relief,  defired  to  be  taken 
on  board,  to  the  inBnite  forrow  and  mortification  of 
the  admiral,  and  thofe  few  who  remained  with  the 
fick.  In  all  probabUity,  had  the  people  been  in 
health,  he  would  have  been  defer  ted  by  the  whole 
company,  except  his  brother,  and  his  own  faithful 
fervants.  The  mutineers  in  the  canoes  rowed  towards 
the  eaft  part  of  Jamaica,  from  whence  Mcndez  and 
Fiefco  had  taken  their  departure,  and  in  the  way 
committed  all  manner  of  outrages  upon  the  poor  In- 
dians, advifing  them  to  apply  for  redrefs  and  repay- 
ment to  the  admiral,  who  was  the  caufe  of  all  the 
injuries  they  fuftained,  and  to  put  him  to  death  in 
cafe  he  fhould  refufc  to  give  them  fatisfadion  :  for 
his  defign  in  (laying,  was  no  other  than  to  fubjeft 
and  involve  them  in  fuch  mifery  and  oppreflion  as  he 
had  already  entailed  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the 
other  ifland. 

Having  in  this  manner  done  their  endeavours  to 
embroil  the  admirarl  with  the  natives,  they  began 
their  voyage  for  Hifpani6la,  with  fome  Indians,  whom 
they  compelled  to  go  on  board  every  canoe  as  rowers, 
,They  had  not  made  four  leagues  from  land,  when  the 
wind,  which  was  contrary,    began  to  fre(hen,  and 
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(he  fea  to  rife  s  they  ihipped  fome  water,  and  being 
unacquainted  with  the  methods  of  managing  thofc 
yeflels,  refolved  to  lighten  them,  by  murdering  the 
Indians,  and  throM^ng  their  bodies  into  the  fea.  This 
inhuman  fcheme  was  executed  on  fome,  and  the  reft 
leaping  over-board,  fwam  until  they  were  weary; 
then  hanging  by  the  canoes  to  breathe  a  little,  the 
barbarous  ruftian^  cut  off  their  hands ;  fo  that  eighteen 
of  thofe  poor  wretches  perifhed  in  this  deplorable 
manner  ;  and  not  one  would  have  efcaped,  had  not 
]chey  kept  a  few  to  fteer  them  back  to  Jamaica,.- as 
they  nqyv  thought  it  impradlicable  to  profccute  their 
voyage.  When  they  landed,  a  council  was  held,  in 
which  fome  propofed  to  take  the  advantage  of  the 
jca(lcrly  wind  and  currents,  for  running  over  to 
Cuba,  from  whence  they  could  have  a  fhort  cut  to 
Hifpaniola :  others  were  of  opinion,  that  they  fhould 
returp,  and  make  peace  with  their  admiral,  or  de- 
prive him  by  force  of  the  commodities  and  arms  that 
were  ftill  in  bispofieffion :  but  by  a  majority  of  voices 
it  was  agreed,  they  fhould  wait  for  a  calm,  and  put 
to  fca  again  direftly  for  Hifpaniola.  For  this  oppor- 
tunity they  tarried  a  whole  month,  during  which  they 
•ravaged  the  whole  neighbourhood  of  Aramaquique, 
which  was  the  name  of  that  town  and  diftridt,  and 
having  made  two  unfuccefsful  efforts  to  perform  the 
voyage,  marched  by  land  to  the  weft  ward,  plunder- 
ing the  d^fcppelef§  natives  and  the  wes^  villages  in 
their  way. 

With  regard  to  the  admiral,  he  exerted  all  his  ad- 
drefs  and  induftry  to  efface  the  bad  impreflions  which 
the  mutineers  had  made  itrnqng  the  Indians ;  fo  that 
they  continued  to  fupply  him  with  provifions,  while 
he  employed  his  care  aiid.  humanity  for  the  relief  of 
the  Ach;,  until  almpft  all  his  people  were  recovered : 
jsut  as  the  daily  expenoecf  fubfiuence  had  produced 
^  icarcity  among  the  Indians,  who  fow  very  little 
pipre  than  is  juft  njcceffary  for  their  own  occafions, 
l^py  l?egan  tq  bj  fcrn^s  jn  their  jitt^qdanee,  efpecial- 
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ly  as  they  were  already  flocked  with  the  commodities 
pf  the  Chriflians.  They  were  likewife  influenced  by 
the  defertion  and  malicious  infinuations  of  fuch  a 
number  of  the.Spaoiards,  who  had  left  their  chief  in 
a  Gtuation  which  no  longer  commanded  obedienoe 
^nd  refped.  In  this  dilemma,  Columbus,  with  his 
wonted  fagacity,  fell  upon  a  very  extraordinary  ex- 
pedient for  retrieving  his  character  and  affairs  with 
chofe  favages.  Knowing  that  in  three  days  there 
would  be  an  eclipfe  of  xhe  moon,  he  fent  an  Indian 
lof  Hifpaniola,  who  was  on  board,  to  afTemble  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  diftrid,  that  he  might 
confer  with  them  about  an  affair  that  concerned  them 
nearly  ;  and  they  obeying  thefummons,  he  told  them 
by  his  interpreter,  he  and  his  people  were  Chriftians, 
and  believed  in  God,  who  created  the  heaven  and 
earth,  proteded  the  righteous,  and  punilhed  the 
wicked  &  and  therefore  would  not  permit  the  rebel- 
lious Spaniards  to  pafs  over  to  Hiipaniola,  though  be 
had  by  his  providence  conduded  Mendez  and  Fiefco 
to  that  ifland,  becaufe  the  intent  of  their  voyage  was 
laudable ;  that  the  fame  almighty  and  all-juft  Being 
was  inccnfed  againft  the  Indians  for  having  negleded 
Co  fupply  his  people  with  provifions,  and  determined 
to  puni(b  them  wijch  plague  and  famine ;  as  a  certain 
token  or  prefage  of  which,  they  would  that  very 
night  fee  the  tnoon  rife  with  an  angry  and  bloody 
afped,  tQ  denotj!?  the  mifchief  that  \iyQuld  certainly 
fall  upon  them. . 

This  prophecy  had  different  tSc&s  upon  the  In- 
dians, fome  of  whom  were  terrified,  while  others  ri- 
diculed it  as  an  idle  flory :  but  when  they  perceived 
the  moon  in  reality  eclipfed,  ^nd  perceived  the  dark- 
nefs  increafing  as  (he  rofe,  univerfal  confternation  pre- 
vailed among  then),  and  they  came  running  from  all 
quarters,  loaded  w^h  provifion,  and  entreated  the 
admiral  with  loud  cries  and  lamentations,  to  intercede 
with  God  m  their  behalf,  that  his  wrath  might  be 
•verted*  an4  they  would  for  the  futqre  take  care  to 
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4upply  aH  -his  wants.  In  confequence  of  this  pfx>- 
mi/e,  Columbus  faid  he  would  ufe  411$  influence  "with 

iGod,  and  accordingly  ^ut  himfelf  up,  while  they 
remained  without,  howling,  and  imfdoring  his  affiC- 
tance.     When  he  perceived  the  eclipfe  beginning 

•to  go  ofl^,  he  came  out  of  his  cabin,  bade  them  be  of 
good  cheer,  for  he  had  prayed  in  their  favour  to 
^od,  who  had  forgiven  them,  on  their  promife  of 
bc'iuR  kind  and  hofpitable'  to  the  Chriftians :  and,  as 
a  teftimony  of  his  forgivencfe,  they  would  fpcedily 
lee  the  moon  lay  alide  her  wrathful  countenance,  and 
(hine  with  her  former  iplendour. 

His  prognoftic  being  verified,  they  praifed  the  God 
of  the  Chimians,  and  ever  after  continued  to  provide 
plentifully  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  admiral  and  his 
people :   for  though  they  had  formerly  feen  fuch 

^eclipfes,  they  did  not  think  it  was  poffibie  to  foretel 
them,  without  an  immediate  correfpondence  with  the 
Deity,  and  ther^ore  confidcred  Columbus  as  a  par- 
ticular favourite  of  heaven.  > 

Eight  months  having  elapfed  (ince  the  departure 
of  Mendez  and  Fiefco,  of  whom  there  was  not  yet 
the  leaft  intelligence,  the  people  began  to  be  dejed- 
€d,  fuppofing  the  mefiengers  had  either  perilhed  at 

^fea,  or  been  Killed  by  the  Jxidians  of  Hifpaniola,  in 

'  thtfir  way  to  St.  Domingo.  Thefe  fears  wexe  confirm- 
ed by  the  information  of  the  natives,  who  faid  they 
.had  fcen  a  canoe  overfet,  driven  upon  the  coaft  by 
the  current.  Thefe  apprehenfions  increafed  every 
day,  and  at  laft  produced  a  fecond  confpiracy,  at  the 
head  of  which  was  one  Bernard,  an  apothecary  of 
Valencia,  who,  with  two  companions,  called  Zamora 

'  and  Villatoro,  formed  a  fehcme  for  deferting  from 
the  admiral    in  imitation  of  the  other  mutineers; 

*  but  the  execution  of  this  project  was  prevented  by 
the  arrival  of  a  veflcl  font  by  the  governor  of  Hif- 

-  paniola.     The  captain,  whofe  name  was  James  de 

'  Efcobar,  having  come  to  an  anchor  near  the  wrecks, 
vifited  the  admiral  with  compliments  from  the  com- 
mcndary,  who  being  unprovided  with  a  (hip  fuffi- 
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^icnt  tp  carry  off  Tuch  a  number  of  men,  iiad  fcnt 
9  c^(k  oi  wine  and  two  fliccbes  .of  b^coo  in  a.pce- 
fcnt;  ^nd  thefe  bt^ipg  delivered,  Efcobar,  without 
waiting  for  a  lencr,  weighed  anchor,  and  departed 
th^t  fame  evening.  Though  Columbus  was  extreme- 
ly mortified  at  his  abrupt  behaviour,  he  affected  to 
fay  that  the  caravai  had  failed  by  his  diredions,  be- 
caufe,  flie  fajeiqg  too  fmall  to  convey  the  wiiole  com- 
pany^  be  was  refolved  to  ftay  for  a  larger  veflel,  in 
which  they  might  all  .embark  at  once.  This  declara- 
tion had  fuch  an  effcA  upon  the  confpirators,  that 
they  poftponed  their  encerprize :  but  tne  truth  was, 
L>ares,  governor  of  Hifpaniola,  being  apprehenfive 
that  the  admiral,  upon  his  return  to  Spain,  would  be 
reinftated  in  the  government  of  that  ifland,  had  fent 
Efcobar  to  reconnoitre  his  fituation,  and  fee  whethq: 
or  not  he  mjght  be  eafily  deftroyed.  By  this  caraval, 
however,  Columbus  received  certain  intelligence  of 
the  fafe  arrival  of  Mcndez  and  Fiefco,  at  Hii'paniola, 
^nd  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  fhould  be  relieved  in 
confequence  of  their  rcmonftrances. 

They  had  embarked  from  the  eaftermoft  point  of 
Jamaica,  and  continued  rowing  and  paddhng  two 
days,  during  which  they  fuftained  extremity  of  heat, 
thirft,  and  fatigue ;  for  their  frefli  water  was  almoft 
expended  the  firft  day,  and  foine  of  the  Indians 
adkually  died  for  want  of  rcfrefhment.  When  the 
fecondday  elapfed  without  their  leeing.land,  they  be- 
gan to  fufped:  they  had  not  taken  the  right  courfe, 
and  univerfal  defpondence  enfued  :  but  their  hopes 
were  revived>  when  they  faw  the  moon  rife  over  land, 
which  was  a  fmall  ifland  called  Nazabazza,  at  the 
diftance  of  eight  leagues  from  Hilpaniqla.  Thither 
they  rowed  with  their  utmoft  eflforts,  and  next  morn- 
i'^g  going  aihore,  found  it  a  barren  rock,  without  tree, 
ihrub,  or  fprrg;  ncvcrthelefs,  they  took  up  plenty 
of  rain  water  from  the  holes  of  the  rocks,  and  ibme 
x)f  them  4rank  to  fuch  excefs,  as  produced  dropfies, 
JUn4  o(hfr  dangerous    diftempers.      Having  refted 
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and  rcfrclhcd  tbcmfelves  with  fuch  things  as  they 
could  pick  up  along  (hore^  they  went  on  board  in 
the  evening,  and  fteered  their  couiie  to  the  neareft 
land  of  Hifpaniola,  which  was  Cape  St.  Michael, 
where  they  arrived  in  the  morning,  Fiefco,  having 
repofed  himfelf  two  days,  would  have  returned  to 
the  admiral  according  to  his  promife,  but  neither 
fiulors  nor  Indians  would  accompany  him  in  the  voy^ 
age,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  defift.  As  for  Mendez, 
though  he  laboured  unider  a  quartan  ague,  which  was 
the  eflfe^  of  his  fufierings  at  fea,  he  fttf-but  imme- 
diately for  Xarague,  and  gave  an  accb^rit  of  the  ad- 
miral's fituation  to  the  governor,  who,'  after  much 
importunity,  gave  him  leave  to  go  and  purchafe*  a 
fltip  at  St.  Domingo,  which  afterward  failed  to  Ja- 
maica, from  whence  the  admiral  fent  her  to  Spain, 
with  packets  for  their  catholic  majefties,  containing  a 
detail  of  his  voyage. 

Columbus,  ftill  willing  to  compofe  all  differences, 
fcht  a  meflcnger  to  the  mutineers  under  the  two  Por- 
ras,  inviting  them  to  return  to  their  duty,  and  com- 
forting them  with  the  hope  of  a  fpeedy  voyage  to 
their  own  country ;  inafmuch  as  he  had  received  the 
promife  of  being  relieved,  by  a  caraval  from  Hifpa- 
niola,  which  had  brought  him  a  pccifnt  of  bacon  and 
wine  ;  part  of  which  he  fent  them,  ks  a  confirmation 
of  the  truth  of  what  he  aOerted,  Their  ringleaders 
dreading  the  confequence  of  a  re-union,  ufed  all  their 
art  and  eloquence  in  dilTuading  their  adherents  from 
embracing  the  terms  propofed  •,  and  their  fuggeftions 
fucceeded  fo  well  among  their  followers,  that  the 
meflcnger  was  difmifled,  after  having  been  told  that 
they  would  peaceably  depart  for  Hifpaniola,  provided 
the  admiral  would  fupply  them  with  a  veflel  for  that 
purpofe ;  or,  if  he  had  but  one,  aflign  one  half  of  it 
to  them  for  their  own  convenience,  'and  in  the  mean 
time,  give  them  an  equal  (hare  of  the  deaths  and 
commodities  that  were  ftill  in  hispofleflion;  others 
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wife  they  would  come  and  take  the  whole  by  force  of 
arms. 

This  threat  they  aftually  refolved  to  put  in  execa- 
tion,  and  marched  down  to  ah  Indian  village  within 
a  quarter  of  a  league  of. the  wrecks :  and  the  admiral 
being  informed  of  their  defign,  detached  fifty  men 
well  armed,  under  the  command  of  his  brother,  who 
had  orders  to  expoftulate  with  the  rebels,  and  refrain 
from  adts  of  hoftility,  unlefs  he  ihould  be  firft  at- 
tacked* Diego  Bartholomew,  having  reached  a 
rifing  ground  within  bow-(hot  of  the  mutineers,  fent 
a  meliage  to  thjeir  captain,  dcfiring  a  conference;  but . 
this  condefcenfion  was  treated  with  contempt,  as  the 
eScSt  of  fear,  and  they  immediately  fell  upon  his  men 
in  great  confidence  of  vidtory  ;  fix  of  the  boldeft  hav- 
ing taken  an  oath  to  fight  their  way  diredlly  to  the 
lieutenant,  whofe  death  they  believed  would  foon 
difconcert  his  followers.  However,  they  were  dif- 
appointed  in  their  expectation  ;  for,  at  the  very  firft 
charge,  five  of  the  fix  were  flain,  and  among  thele 
the  two  firfl:  perfons  who  drew  their  fwords  on  board 
in  fupporc  of  the  confpiracy. 

As  for  their  leader,  Francis  de  Porras,  he  was 
uken  prifoner,  and  his  people  fo  roughly  handled, 
that  they  foon  turned  their  backs,  and  Bed  with  pre- 
cipitation ;  fo  that  the  lieutenant  obtained  a  complete 
viftory,  and  returned  to  the  (hips  with  a  good  num-. 
ber  of  prifoners  :  he  himfelf  being  wounded  in  the 
hand,  and  only  one  gentleman  of  his  fide  having  re- 
ceived an  hurt  with  a  fpear,  of  which  he  afterward 
died.  Next  day  the  fugitives'fent  a  petition  to  the 
admiral,  imploring  his  mercy,  and  promifing  to  fub- 
mit  themfelves  to  his  good  pleafure ;  and  be  imme- 
diately gave  them  a  free  pardon,  and  took  them  again 
into  his  protection  :  but,  in  order  to  avoid  future  ani- 
mofities,  and  a  fcarcity  of  provifions  on  board,  he 
detained  Porras  in  confinement,  and  appointed  a  pro- 
per perfon  to  command  and  lead  them  about  the 
liland^  for  the  convenience  of  finding  fubfiftence,  in 
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exchange  for^  <!bmtiMditi«!s^  with^  itHich  thejr'  wcr^ 
fupplied  by  his  direftion. 

Among  thofe  oiFrite*  flde  6f=  tte  adtairal^  ^ho  (uf- 
ftrc'd'in  the  engagetiicrit,  Wi5  Peter  de  Lcdifeia  thV 
|*iot,  whtr  JWbm  aQiortf  at'Brthfeiri.    This  matt,  KaV- 
ine  received  ar  number  of  vteiMds  in  thtfhij^^  ftil  i    " 
th?  rocks,  and  ^ri-  riot  foOflatiH' next  day  in 
evening,  when  itie  Indfarisj  ■  to  tl^it  Utter  attia^cmeht; 
difco^red  Him'a»<rc.  His  (kbll  Was' laid 'opAn,  €6  that 
his  braids  appcfared^  his  arm  was  aknoft  cut  off^  the* 
cirtf  of  one  ]tg  hvmg  down  to  his  ancle,  and  one  foot 
was  diced  from  thcf  heel  to  the  toes.    NbtwitKftanding 
thefe  defperate  wounds,   he  firightericsa'thc  Indians* 
withcurfes  atld*  threats  ih  fuch  a:  mahher,  that  they 
fled  from  him  with  the  utmofi:  cb/lftKrri&tiori ;  and  his* 
condition  being  khOWh,  the  admiral'  ordered  hini  to 
be  attended  by  the  Airgeori;  arid  tb  the  fuijprize  of 
every  one  the  matt  recovered  arid  did  well. 

All  diflcntioris  among  the  Spaniards  being  thus  re- 
moved, the  Indians  grew  more  calitious  of  giving^ 
ofi^nce,  and  carefully  fuppHed  them  with  provifion : 
and  a  year  being  elapfed  firice  the  Chriftians  were' 
wrecked  upon  the  ifland,  the  fllip  we  have  already 
mentioned,  which  Mendez  bought  with  the  admiral's' 
money  at  St.  Domingo,  arrived  in  Jamaica  Colum- 
bus With  his  whole  company,  embarkingon  the  28th 
of  June,  fet  fail  for  Hifpariiola,  though  the  wind  and* 
current  were  contrary,  and,  after  a  troublefome  voy- 
age, reached  St,  Domingo  on  the  13th  of  Augtift 
1504.  Here  he  was  received  with  demonftrations  of 
Uncommon  civility  and  regard'  by  the  governor,  who 
lodged  him  in  his  bWn  houfe,  and  fawned  upon  him 
with  the  mod  abjetft  fubmiflidns ;  though  this  holpi- 
tality  was  altogether  affeftation ;  for  he  fet  Porras  at 
liberty,  and  threatened  to  punifh  thofe  who  wfcre  cori- 
cernrrl  in  apprehending  that  rebel.  When  the  ad- 
imirtirs  {hip  was  refitted,  arid  another  hired  for  the 
corivt'nVncc  of' his  friends  and  fdll6wers,  he  failed  for 
Mrtirdpvi  on  the  2d  of  September,  and  before  he*  was 
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two  leagues  at  fea,  the  mail  of  the  hired  yeiTel  coming 
by  the  Soand,  he  feiH  her  batk  into  tMe  h^rbout*  t6  tte 
repaired,  while  he  himfclf  proceeded  ..on  his  voyage 
to  Spain. 

.,  During  die  paflagCt'  he  loft  his  own  ;main-ma(l  in  it 
ftorm,  and  this  damage  being  in  fome  meafure  repair- 
ed by  the  (kill  and  adivity  of  the  lieutenant,  (foe 
the  admiral  was  lame  of  the  gout)  they  were  after- 
ward expofed  to  another  tempeil,  which' carried  away 
their  foremaft,  and'  in  that  condition  the  (hip  arrived 
ac  the  port  of  St.  Lucar  de  Barrameda.  Upon  his 
landing,  be  was  mformed  of  the  death  of  his  generous^ 
patroneis  queen  Ifabella,  which  overwhelmed  hinv 
with  concern  >  for  though  he  was  courteouQy  received 
by  Ferdinand,  that  prince  began  to  think  the  advan- 
tages he  had  (tipulated  for  himfelf  were  too  ^cenfider* 
able,  and  accordingly  he  propofed  new  terms,  which,. 
however,. did  not  take  effed :  for  the  negotiation  waa^ 
interrupted  by'  the  acceffion  of  King  Philip  to  the 
throne  of  Caftile : .  and  before  Ferdinand  returned  ta 
Valladblid,  from  whence  he  had  fet  out  to  meet  hi^ 
fon-in-law,  Columbus,  opprefled  with  infirmities  and 
chagrin^'  yielded  up  the  ghofl:  in  that  city.  His  bodyr 
was  afterward,  by  the  king's  order,  conveyed  to 
Sevil  i  where  it  was  magnificendy  interred  in  the  ca- 
thedral, and  the  place  diftinguiOied  by  a  monument^ 
on  which  thefe  words  were  infcribed : 

A  Caftilia,  y  a  Leon, 
Nuevo  Mundo  dio'  Colon. 

_     ■  > 

Which  may  be  thus  tranflated. 

To  Caftile  and  Leon, 
J  A  new  World  was  given  by  Columbus* 
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DISCOVERIES  of  the  SPANIARDS?^ 

From  the  Dftath  of  COLUMBUS, 
To  the  Expedition  of  HERNANDO  CORTES* 


AS  the  firft  difcoveries  in  America  were  made 
and  purfued  by  the  Spaniards,  their  tranfaftions 
there  have  alfo  been  more  extraordinary  in  their  nature 
than  thofe  of  any  other  nation ;  by  their  infatiable  ra- 
pacity after  gold,  and  their  inhuman  meafures  to  ac- 
quire it :  haraffing  the  natives,  ravaging  and  butcher- 
ing in  the  vileft  manner  where^ever  they  came.  What 
renders  thefe  tranfadions  the  more  curious,  is  the  cir- 
cumftance  of  their  difcovering  and  fubduing  bfro  po^ 
tent  jand  civilized  empires  in  thefe  hitherto  unknovni 
regions  ;  viz.  Mexico  and  Peru.  That  we  may  pre- 
ferve  a  connexion  then  in  the  detail,  it  will  be  proper 
briefly  to  trace  the  proceedings  of  the  Spaniards  irt 
their  new  colonies  from  the  death  of  Columbus,  to 
the  time  of  the  expedition  againft  the  Mexicans. 

Nicholas  de  Obando,  who  was  governor  of  Hilpa- 
niola  at  the  time  when  Columbus  died,  diftinguifhed 
himfelf  by  making  draughts  of  the  coafts  from  a  furvey 
which  he  had  caufed  to  be  taken,  and  by  dividing  the 
Indians  among  the  Spaniards,  who  confidered  them 
merely  as  their  vaflTals.  Gold  was  almoft  their  only 
purfuit,  and  fuch  quantities  of  that  valuable  metali 
were  found,  that  there  were  annually  melted  in  the 
ifland,  more  than  the  value  of  1 50,00a  1.  fterling  •, 
and  yet  this  treafure  was  far  from  enriching  or  fatisfy- 
ing  thofe  who  were  employed  in  amaffing  it. 

Juan  Ponce  de  Leon,  a  Spanifh  gentleman,  who 
had  one  of  the, provinces  under  his  command,  being 
informed  by  the  Indians  that  St.  John  de  Porto  Rico 
was  rich  in  gold,  obtained  a  licence  from  Obando  for 
planting  a  colony  in  it :  and  while  he  was  thus  cm- 

ployed^ 
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ployed,  Obando  was  recalled,  and  Doiv  Diego  Colum* 
bus  came  as  ixis  father's  fucoeflbr,  to  take  upon  hini' 
ielf  the  goverivnent  of  Hiipaniola.  He  brought  with 
him  from  Spain  a^  new  governor  fir  Pprto  Rico  ^  bu( 
Vance  difputiog  his  aumority,  the  young  admiral  fe( 
them  both  afide,  and  appojinted  Michael  Cerron  go^ 
vemor,  and  Michael  Doaz  his  lieutenant,  {iowever, 
after  this  Ponce,  by  the  intereft  of  his  friend  Obando, 
procured  a  commimon  from  Spain,  and  returning  to 
rorto  Rico,  ea01y  found  pretenpes  for  feiziog  Cerron 
and  Diaz,  whom  he  lent  priibners  into  Spain,  w4 
then  oroiecuted  his  defi^  of  conquering  the  ifland^ 
But  toou^  he  found  thjs  a  nK)re  difficult  tafk  than  he 
faad  imagined,  the  poor  Indians,  at  laft,  notwithftand-r 
ing  the  Kindnels  with  which  diey  had  treated  him, 
were  entirely  enflaved,  and  at  length  extirpated.  Spon 
after  which  Ponce  dc  Leon  was  deprived  of  his  ppft  > 
for  Cerron  and  Diaz,  prefenting  a  petition  to  the  court 
of  Spain,  and  bein^  mongly  fupported  hy  Coiumbus*3 
interefl:,  w^rc  ient  back  in  order  to  po0el3  ^^C^  fprmqr 
^mployme;nts.  Ponce  bein^  thus  reduced  to' ^e  ftate 
4of  a  private  man,  £tted  put  two  Aiips  for  making  new 
xlifcoveries,  and  on  the  ^d  of  April  151 2,  fell  in  w)t^ 
land  unknown  to  the  Spaniards,  In  the  latitude  of 

fo""  8',  And  believing  it  tP  be  an  ifland,  named  Jt 
lorida,  from  its  beautiful  appearance,  and  niany 
plcafant  grovesi,  or  from  his  dilcovering  it  on  Eaftcr 
Sunday,  which  the  Spaniards  call  P^fcha  Flprida^  i$ 
Ibeing  the  fined  fc^fon  for  flowers. 

Tne  ifland  .of  Porto  Rico  is  izo  miles  in  length 
^d  60  in  breadth;  its  northern  coaft  is  jn  i3d^ 
agrees  of  Jatitude,  and  Us  fo.utli^m  in  17*.  Th» 
iiountry  coafifts  pf  ^  pleaEng  variety  of  hills  and  val^ 
Jbys,  woods  and  meadovtrs,  ;iiboundJn^  in  aU  the  trpr 
pical  fruits,  and  well  watered  with  iprings  and  rivers ; 
!put  like  x)Aer  countries  within  the  tropics,  it  has  pc» 
riodical  rains  and  ftorms,  and  fometimq  h|Ul^(9ne| 
iD^tween  NCdfummer  jand  Mighachn^^^ 
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About  this  time  Alonzo  de  Ojeda,  who  had  ferved 
under  Chriftopher  Columbus,  petitioning  for  a  patent 
for  makiiiz  new  fettlements,  obuined  the  promife  of 
a  grant  of^  all  that  had  been  difcovered  on  die  conti- 
nent :  but  Diego  Nicu^Oa,  a  man  of  greater  wealth, 
interpofihg,  (lopped  the  grant,  and  obtained  half  of 
it  for  hinrfclf,  The  court  allowed  the  former  all  the 
country  between  Cape  de  la  Vela  and  the  gulph  of 
I}arien,  under  the  name  of  New  Andalufia ;  and  the 
latter,  the  country  from  that  gulph;  to  Cape  Gracias 
a  Dios,  under  the  name  of  Caltilla  del  Oro,  or  Golden 
Caftile :  widiout  any  mention  being  made  in  thefe 
grants  of  Diego  Columbus,  to  whom  thofe  cotintries 
of  ri^ht  belong,  on  account  of  thdr  being  difcovered 
by  his  father. 

Each '  of  thefe  adventurers  fitted  out  two  veffeb, 
ymth  which  they  failed  to  St.  Domingo  in  Hifpaniola, 

.  where  they  quarrelled  about  their  refpedtive  rights  •, 
but  their  difpute^  being  at  length  adjufted,  they 
left  th^t  ifland  in  the  latter  end  of  the  year  1510. 
Ojeda  took  on  board  Franci$  Pizarro,  who  afterward 
concjuered  Peru,  and  in  a  few  days  arrived  at  Cara- 
man,   fince  called  Cartha^ena,    where  the  Indians 

.  were  prepared  to  oppofe  him,  on  account  of  the  in- 
juries they  had  received  from  feveral  Spanifh  adven- 
turers •,  who,  under  the  pretence  of  trading  with  them, 
had  bafely  feized,  carried  off,  and  enflaved  feveral  of 
the  natives. 

1  hcfe  people  were  of  a  large  ftature,  the  men  wore 
their  own  hau*  down  to  their  ears  1  that  of  the  women 
was.  very  long,  and  both  fexes  wexe  very  expert  at 
ihooci(^  with  the  bow.     O^eda  imniediately  lent  them 

.  a  fewpriefts,  with  ibme  of  the  Indians  of  Hifpaniola 
who  fpoke  their  langus^ ;  thefe  meflengers  had  orders 

.to  penuade  them  to  be  peaceable,  and  fubmit  to  the 
Spanifh  joke,  to  leave  off  their  idolatry,  cruely ,  and 
Xythcr  vices ;   though  Ojeda  refolved,   in  cale  they 

«  proved  obftinate,  not  only  to  make  war  upon  them, 

*  but  to  make  them  flaves. 

4  Ojeda 


«oCoiiT£S*8  Expedition,  ijg 

C^eda  began  to  barter  with  them  for  gold,  with 
Spanifli  to]rs(  but  finding  they  were  preparing  t6 
attack  him,  he  fcl^'  upon  them*  i  made  aj^reat  flaugh4 
ter ;  took  fome  priibners,  arid  found  a  Imall  quarttj- 
t^  of  eold  in  ibtp^  of  thi^  towns  of  which  he  mad^ 
hinifelf  matter.  He  then  marehec^  four  leagued 
witliin  land)  where^  being  divided  iiito  fm$Il  panti^i, 
chejr  were  every  where  cut  oflf  with  flights  of  boiibn^ 
cd  arrows.  C^cda  and  another  wei^fe  the  only  peF<> 
ions  who  eicaped,  all  the  xeQ:^  aiiiountirig  to  feventy 
jBpanialids,  bemg  Qaih. '  '   •.    '  *5 

Dappily  for  Ojedat  NicueflTa  now  appeared  with 
his  two  veffi^ls  on'  the  cbalt,'  and  was'  no  fobner 
informed  of  what  had  happened,  than  he  fent  f<^r 
his  rival,  and  gisnero'uOy  told  bin)*  that  in  this  caf? 
they  ought  to  forget  their  difputes,  and  only  to  r^f- 
member  that  they  were  Spaniards  and  gentlemen, 
and  that  he  would  therefore  reven^  his  lofs.  They 
accordingly  united*  and  landed  400  men,  marched 
again/l  the  Indians,  burnt  the  town  of  Yarbaca,  f^H- 
td  a  vaft  number  of  prifoncrs,  and  as  much  gold  ^$ 
amounted  to  7000  pieces  of  eight  to  each  of  dip 
iiomnrviAders. 

After  this  vi^ory  they  parted,  in  order  to  pur^ 
fge  their  feparate  plans.  Qeda  fixed  a  fctticment 
on  the  eailern  promontory  of  the  gulph  of  Pariei^, 
and  gave  the  town  the  name  of  St.  Sebaftian  ^  htir 
^caufe  that  iaint  being  faid  to  be  martyred  by  the 
poirone4  arrows  of  the  infidels,  he  thought  him  a 
fit  patron  to  defend  him  froni  the  )ike  weapons  of 
che  Indians,  But  finding  that  the  natives  were  cir 
alperated  at  his  making  a  fettlement  on  the  coail, 
he  fent  captain  Enciib  in  one  pf  the  (hips  to  Hif- 
paoiola,  with  orders  to  bring  him  as  large  a  fupply 
iof  men  and  provifions  as  poffible,  a^d  in  the  meai^ 
.time  drew  antrenchments  about  the  town,  for  fi^ 
own  iecurity.  However,  as  he  foon  wanted  necif- 
^ries,  he  was  obliged  to  make  excurfions  into  iha. 
i^untry,  by  whipb  nneans  n^ny  pf  h}S  people  wcrf 


I 

180       Difcovcries  after  Columbus's  Death, 

killed  by  the  poifbned  arrows  of  the  natives ;  the 
colonf  was  reduced  to  a  moft  wretched  condition ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  arrival  of  cohfiderable  fuc- 
.cours  and  reinforcements,  they  were  foon  again  re- 
duced to  the  utmoft  diftrefs  by  war  and  famine. 
Hunger  frequently  forced  them  out,  while  the  na- 
tives conftantly  drove  them  back  with  the  lofs  of 
ibme  of  their  men :  but  from  this  terrible  diftrefs 
they  were  relieved  by  the  dexterity  and  prefence 
of  mind  of  a  very  extiiaordinary  maa^  brought  by 
^ncifb. 

Nunez  or  Nugnez  de  Balboa,  a  perfon  of  good 
family,  great  abiliues,  and  a  liberal  education,  had 
formerly  failed  al6ng  that  coaft  with  Baftidas,  and 
had  afterward  obumed  a  good  fettlement  in  Hif- 
ipaniola ;  where  having  committed  feme  irregulari- 
ties, he  was  in  danger  of  being  put  to  death.  In 
thefe  unfortunate  circumftances  he  cauled  himfelf  to 
be  put  on  board  Encifo^s  (hip  in  a  bread  calk,  and 
after  having  remained  there  fome  days,  ventured  at 
laft  to  make  his  appearance,  when  tne  (hip  was  an 
hundred  leagues  at  fea.  The  captain,  who  had 
been  ordered  not  to  carry  any  offenders  out  of  the 
ifland,  was  extremely  vexed  at  feeing  him,  and 
threatened  to  fet  him  on  (hore  in  the  firft  defert 
place  he  came  to ;  but  the  principal  peribns  on  board 
mterceding  for  him,  Encifo  was  at  laft  paciBed,  and 
granted  him  his  proteftion,  which  however  did  not 
efface,  from  Nunez's  memory,  the  ufage  he  had  re- 
cti ved. 

This  perfon,  obferving  that  the  company  were  in 

defpair,  and  knew  not  how  to  a£t,  endeavoured  to 

.  encourage  them,  by  maintaining  that  they  were  not 

in  fo'dci^rate  a  condition  as  they  imagined ;  obfer- 

,  ylng  that  when  he  was  upon  this  coaft  before,  with 

'i'Baftidas,  they  failed  to  the  bottom  of  the  gulph, 

where  they  faw  a  very  large  town,   iituated  in  a 

.  fruitful  foil,  and  in  a  fine  climate :  that  it  was  in- 

'  deed  inhabited  by  warlike  Indians ;  but  as  they  did 

not 


to  CoRT£s's  Expedition.  j8l 

not  make  uie  of  poifoned  arrows,  he  advifed  them 
to  get  off*  their  ftranded  brigantines,  and  endeaydur 
to  bfi  thither.         » 

This  advice  being  approved,  was  immediately 
followed  •,  and  they  railed  to  the  fiver  called  by  the 
Indians  Darieni  where  having' viewed  the  place,  they 
found  every  thing  according  to  his  defcription.  The 
inhabitants  and  their  cacique,  being  informed  that 
the  Spaniards  were  coming,  fecured  their  wives  and 
children,  and  with  500  men  waited  for  the  invaders 
on  a  little  hill ;  but  the  Spaniards  fell  upon  them, 
foon  put  them  to  flight,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
town,  which  to  their  great  joy  was  full  of  provi- 
iions.  The  next  day  they  marched  up  the  country 
and  the  neighbouring  mountains,  and  found  many 
houfes  -,  but  no  inhabitants,  they  being  all  fled. 
They  however  fcized  veflfcls,  houfliold  goods,  Ihort 
petticoats  of  cotton,  great  quantities  of  cotton,  both 
Spun  and  un^tin,  and  about  10,000  pieces  of  fine 
gold. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  enterprize  gained  Nunez  much 
reputation,  and  he  began  to  be  in  very  high  e(tecm. 
It  was  now  tinanimoufly  agreed  to  fettle  a  colony 
there,  and  to  call  it  Santa  Maria  el  Antigua  del  Da-^ 
rien^  or  St.  Mary  the  Ancient  of  Darien.  The  firft 
being  the  name  of  a  church  at  Seville,  and  the  lat* 
ter  the  Indian  name  of  the  river. 

Nunez  now  fccretly  contrived  in  concert  with  his 
friends^  to  depofe  Encifo-,  who  himfelf  foon  for- 
warded this  fcheme,  by  giving  orders  that  no  man 
(hould  trade  with  the  Indians  for  gold,  upon  pain 
of  death  ;^which  raifing  a  fufpicion  that  he  intended 
to  monopolize  the  trade  of  that  valuable  metal,  they 
threw  off  all  fubjeftion  to  him,  alledging  that  his 
authority  was  expired,  as  they  were  out  of  the  limits 
of  Ojeda's  government.  They  now  chofe  magif-' 
tratef  like  thofe  in  Spain  •,  Nunez  de  Balboa  and 
^S^QMdis  were  eleAed  Alcaldes,  and  Valdivia  was 
appointed  Kegidore^  but  foon  difliking  this  form 

V  N  3  of 


ttf  gdvcmrticntj  new  debates,  arofc^  which  were  tef- 
tninated  by  th6  arrival  of  koderic  Henriquez  di 
Colm^nates  with  two  fh^3,  ^ith  ptovijQons,  mili^ 
tHry  Aotts^  aiid  70  ineilon  board- 
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fo  take  .in  water,  they  wert  ludjdenly  attacked  bv 
*fo  Irldians,  who  wounded  45  of  his  people  with 
their  poifoned  arrows^.  |d)d^aved  .the  boat.  The 
jSpaQiards  however  fwam  to  the  iJiipd^  though  all  of 
them  died  of  their  wounds,  except  one.  oeven  of 
hti  Spaniards  however  hid  themfel ves  in  a  great  hoi- 
pw  .iree^  in  order  to  fwini  to  the  Ihip  at  nighty 
but  thofe  on  board  ^fuppofing  they,  had  been  flain, 
£bt  fail  for  the  bay  of  Uraba,  or  Darien^  in  fearch 
of  Nicuefia.  Colmenares  meeting  ilo  body  on  the 
.eaft  -fide  of  the  bay^  whefe  he  expe&ed  to  have 
found  either  Ojeda's  or  NicuefTaS  men,  he  was  much 
.fuf prized,  and  fufpe^ed  that  they  were  all  dead^ 
he  however  caufed  fome  pieces  of  cannon  to  be 
fifi^d^  and  fires  to  be  lighted  on  the  .tops  of  the 
rpcks)  which  being  obferved  by  the  fettlqinent  ^t 
Sahca  ^arla^  they  made  fignaLs^  upon  which  he 
liame  to  them^  a3  we  have  already  retattd;  and.  ge- 
nerouhy  diftributing;  his  provmonft  !among  tliern 
,  Ivithout  dillindion,  brought  them  to  agree  to  fend 
for  Nicueffa,  in  order  to  make  him  their,governon 

We  (hall  how  return  to  Diego  Niciiefla^  who, 
lifter  his  leaving  Alonzo  de  Ojeda^  whom  he  had  fo 
,generoufly  aOifted^  met  with  a  violent  tempjeft^ 
when  Lopez  de  Olano^  his  lieutenant^  perceiving 
the  fhips  feparatedi  formed  the  defign  of  letting  gp 
for  hinifelfj  and  leaving  his  jpatfon  to  fliift  as  he 
could :  but  this  faiUng,  he.  failed  to  Veragua,  the 
f>la6c  of  rendezvous^  where  he  endeavoured  to  pef* 
iuadc  the  people  to  abandon  th.eir  original  deHghf 
an^i  to  return  to  Hifpt^niola,  lilledjging  that  Nicucf* 
foi  and  the  men  on  board  with  Kiili>  had  doubtlefs 

perifhed* 
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perifhed.  Mean  while  a  fliallop  eiuered  the  port 
with  four  men  on  board,  who  brought  advice  that 
Nicuclla  had  been  ftranded  upon  $e  coaft;  and 
having  marched  a  great  way  with  incredible/fatigue, 
was  now  on  ihore  with  his  followers  in  a  moft  mife- 
rable  condition.  At  hearing  this  news  Olano's  heart 
relented,  and  he  immediately  difpatched  the  fhal- 
lop  with  provifions  and  refrelhme.nts,  which  laved 
Nicuefia  and  his  men  from  perifbing  with  hunger : 
but  this  feafonable  relief  did  not  in  the  leaft  fpften 
that  govemor^s  refentnient  againft  his  Iieutehant, 
whom  he  put  in  irons,  and  threatened  to  fend  hiin 
in  that  condition  to  Spain. 

Nicueflfa  now  fettled  a  colony  pn  the  banks  of 
the  river  Belem  or  Bexhlehem ;  but  foon  became 
in  fuch  want  of  provifions,  that  leaving  only  a  pdj^t 
of  his  men  there,  he  failed  with  the  reft  to  Porto 
Bello :  when  the  Indians  not  fuSenng  his  people  to 
land,  he  was  obliged  to  deer  .two  pi*  three  leagues 
farther  to  the  port  called  hy  Columbus,  the  Bafli- 
mentos  %  and  as  foon  as  he  entered  it  cried  out,  Pd^ 
remus  aqui  en  il  nombre  dt  Dios  \  that  is.  Let  us  ft^y 
here  in  the  name  of  God;  whence  the  place  was 
called  Nombre  de  Dios.  Then  immediately  l.anding, 
he  began  to  eredt  a  fortrefs. 

Nicuefla  being  foon  reduced  to  the  fame  fltuation 
as  in  the  former  colony,  was  obliged  to  fend  one  h£ 
his  veflels  to  Hifpanjola,  to  intreat  Columbus  to 
grant  him  afliftance ;  but  fcarce  was  this  veflel  failed, 
when  that  with  Colmenares  arrived  with  the  abofe 
meflfage.  This  captain  was  fo  amazed  at  feeiilg 
Nicueffa  and  his  people  lean,  nig^^  and  bare-footed, 
that  he  could  not  forbear  (heddmg.  tears,  efpecially 
at  hearing  how  many  had  died,  and  the  great  dif- 
aftcr  they  had  fuftained ;  and  therefore  immediate- 
ly endeavoured  to  comfort  Nicuefla,  by  telling  him, 
that  the  people  of  Santa  Maria  defired  he  wotild 
come  and  govern  .them ;  that  they  poflefied  a  pica 
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iant  knd  fertile  douhtryi   had  plenty  of  provilidnsr^ 
And  were  iri  no  WaAt  of  gdld. 

Nicuifla,  riow  recovering  hts  fpiriis,  retamed 
thanks  to  heaven  fbf  this  Unexpe6tefd  news ;  but  foofi 
forgetting  hid  own  nlifefable  condition,  and  that 
thtffe  people  had  voluntarily  made  him  an  offer  of 
becoming  Cheif  gOvefnor  and  protedor,  he  was  To 
imprudirfit  ai  ptiblickly  to  declare,  that  he  would 


[y  error  \  for  being  delirous  of  viewing 
iflands  that  lay  in  the  way,  he  fufitred  a  caraval  ro 
•  (ail  before  him,  in  which  were  peffbnS  who  acquain*- 
.ted  the  dolorty  With  thefe  ungenerous  exprcffions  j 
Upon  which  they,  changed  their  refolutions,  and  re- 
vived not  to  fuffer  him  to  come  among  them. 

Nicueffa  having  fpehc  eight  days  among  the  id-* 
mds^  Was  greatly  fufpHzed  on  his  anchoring  at  the 
landing  place  at  Sarita  Maria,' to  find  many  of  the 
Spaniards  on  the  (hore ;  and  at  his  being. ordered  by 
one  of  them,  in  the  name  of  all  the  reft,  to  return 
to  Nombre  de  DiOs,  he  deGred  they  would  hear  him, 
and  for  that  purpofe  the  next  day  came  on  (hofe, 
when  the  people  attempting  to  feize  him,  he  efcaped 
by  flight.  Nicueffa  now  intrcated  that  in  cafe 
they  would  not  accept  him  for  their  governor,  he 
,  might  be  at  leaft  admitted  as  a  companion ;  which 
they  refufing,  he  begged  they  would  keep  him  as  a 

Srifoner,  fince  he  had  rathef  die  than  go  back  to 
arve  at  Nombre  de  Dios,  But"  notwithftanding 
thisj  they  cruelly  forced  him  and  17  of  hrs  men  in- 
to an  old  rotten  bark,  with  orders  to  return  to  the 
place  from  whence  they  came,  on  pain  of  being 
funk  where  they  were.  There  is  no  doubt  of  •their 
having  complied  with  this  inhuman  order,  but  they 
Were  rtcver  leen  afterward* 

After  the  departure  of  this  unhappy  man,  Nunez 
de  Balboa  diftinguiQied  himfelf  as  a  prudent  gover- 
nor ;  he  made  great  difcoveries  \  was  the  firft  £uro« 

pean 
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PtM  who  faw  the  .South  Sea,  and  prepared  the  way 
for  the  conqueft  of  Peru.  As  his  hiftoiy  has  there^ 
fore  a  dofe  connexion  with  that  conqueft,  we  Ihatt 
place  it  immediately  before  our  account  of  that  great 
event  *,  and  proceed  now  to  thofe  events  which  pre- 
pared the  way  to  the  fubje£tion  of  the  Mexicans. 

Though  the  governments  beftowed  upon^the  above 
adventurers,  were  fo  many  violations  of  the  juft  rights 
of  the  admiral  Don  Diego  Columbus,  he  was  very 
much  blamed  for  not  endeavouring  to  afiift  them  to 
die  utmoft  of  his  power :  and  his  enemies  made  ufir 
of  this  complaint  at  the  court  of  Spain,  which  alwap^ 
looked  upon  him  with  jealoufy ;  and  therefore  readi- 
Iv  liftened  to  any  accufation  brought  asainft  him.  Of 
niis  the  admiral  was  {o  fenfible,  uiat  he  left  no  fton^ 
unturned  to  fecure  to  himlclf  thefe  countries  to  which 
he  had  juft  pfetenfions,  £nom  the  contrad  made  with 
his  father. 

Being  informed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  151 1, 
that  the  court  was,  very  defirous  of  having  a  colony 
Dlanted  in  the  great  ifland  of  Cuba,  he  refolved  to 
be  beforehand  with  them,  and  to  fend  a  body  of  men 
diither  under  the  command  of  a  perlcHi  whom  he 
could  truft :  that  having  a  lieutenant  there  of  his  own, 
the  court  might  have  no  pretence  for  making  a  grant 
of  it  to  any  more  adventurers,  as  they  had  done  of 
that  part  oiF  the  continent  difeovered  by  his  father, 
and  even  of  the  idand  of  Jamaica ;  which  however 
he  had  recov^^.  For  this  purpofe  he  made  choice 
of  James  Velafquez,  the  wealthieft  and  moft  efteem- 
ed  of  all  the  firft  Spaniih  inhabitants  in  Hiipaniola. 

Before  we  proceed  it  may  not  be  improper  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  province  of  Guadaba  lying  next  to 
Cuba,  and  the  diftance  between  the  two  points  be- 
ing only  1 8  leagues }  many  of  the  Indians  of  Hifpa- 
niola  had  palled  over  in  their  canoes,  and  among  them 
a  cacique  of  the  province  of  Guadaba  called  Hatuey. 
He  was  a  man  or  bravery  and  prudence,  he  took  as 
many  of  his  men  as  poflible,  and  fettled  on  the  neareft 

country 
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Xxmntry  calicd  Mayci,  where  he  treated  the  people 
iis  iubjeds,  but  not  as  Haves.  This  cacique,  rearing 
4hat  the  Spaniards  would  one  time  or  other  pais,  into 
Cuba,  kept  ^ies  in  order  to  know  what  was  done  in 
HiQxmiolsL  fieing'at  length  informed  of  the  admi- 
ral's defign,  he  aflembkd  the  moft  warlike  of  his 
people,  and  putting  them  in  mind  of  the  many  fuf- 
ferings  they  had  endured  under  the  Spaniards^  told 
them  that  they  committed  thefe  outr^es  for  the  lake 
of  a  great  lord  of  whom  they  weie  very  rond,  and  whom 
be  would  fhew  them.  'Then  taking  fome  gold  out 
of  a  little  palm-tree  balket  added,  **  Ihis  is  the  lord 
^^  whom  tney  adore^  him  they  folJbw^  .  and  as  you 
^  have  abeady  heard,  are  coming^  hither  in  fearch 
^  <xf  inm :  let  us  therdore  make  a  feftival  and  dance 
^  to  kirn,  that  when  they  come  he  may  order  them 
'**  not  to  hurt  us/'  They  accordingly  began  to  fing 
and  dance.  At  length  Hatuey  reminded  them,  that 
.  though  they  ihould  cQnce|d  this  4ord:0f  the  Chiiftians 
in  their  very  bowels,  %he  Spaniards  would  find  him 
'  out,  and  that  they  ^outd  uierefore  caft  him  into  the 
midft  of  the  river,  which  was  accordii^y  done.  ^ 
The  Sponifh  inhabitants  of  Hifjpaniok  were  no 
iboner  informed  that  Diego  Velafquez  was  going  to 
fdant  a  colony  in  Cuba,  tmui  nuuiy  of  them  refolved 
to  accompany  him,  ami  about  300  men  allembkd 
in  the  town  Of  Salvatierra  de  la  2^vana,  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  Hifpaniola,  in  order  to  embark  on  board 
four  ihips*  From  tl^nce  they  failed  in  November 
1511,  and  landed  at  a  port  called  P^na,  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  cacique  Hatuey,  who  ftood  on  his;de* 
fence,  taking  advantage  of  the  woods  where  the  Spa- 
niards could  make  no  ufe  q£  their  horfes.  After  two 
months  fpent  in  this  manner,  the  Indians  concealed 
themfelves  in  the  thickeft  parts  of  the  forefts-,  but 
whenever  they  appeared  they  were  hunted  like  wild 
beads  by  the  Spaniards,  who  carried  all  they  took 
to  Velafquez,  when  that  commander  diftributed  them 
among  his  men.     Hatuey  withdrew  into  the  moft 

inac- 
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ftftdceflible  places ;  but  at  length  had  the  misfortune 
to  be  taken  and  carried  to  Velafquez,  who  had  the 
i^ruelty  to  caufe  that  unhappy  cacique  to  be  burnt 
olive :  upon  which  all  the  province  of  Mayci  fub- 
mitted  -,  for  after  this  inhuman  example  of  feverity, 
hone  of  the  Indians  dared  to  oppofe  him.  Velafquez 
How  began  to  think  of  dividing  the  native  Indians 
among  the  'Spaniards,  as  Obando  had  done  by  thofe 
in  Hifpanioia,  and  for  that  purpofe  he  founded  a 
town  at  an  harbour  in  the  north  fide  of  the  idand, 
at  a  place  called  by  the  natives  Barracoa,  and  here 
the  firft  colony  in  the  ifiand  was  fettled. 

On  its  being  known  in  Jamaica  that  Velafquez  was 
in  Cuba,  many  of  thofe  who  were  with  Juan  de  Ef- 
quibcl,  Columbus's  lieutenant,  afked  leave  to  go  over 
and  ferve  under  him  ;  among  whom  was  Pampniliode 
Narvae2,  a  gentleman  well  born,  who  brought  30 
archers  under  his  command,  and  having  a  graceful 
perfon  and  an  eafy  addreis,  was  well  received  by 
Velafquez  ;  he  fenc  him  with  his  30  men  to  the 
province  of  Bayamo,  a  fine  open  country  at  fifty 
leagues  diftance.  On  the  road  he  and  his  fmall  par- 
ty were  attacked  in  the  night  at  an  Indian  town,  by 
a  confiderable  body  of  the  natives  •,  but  mounting  a 
mare  which  he  had  brought  with  him,  they  were  fo 
frighted  at  the  fight  of  that  nobie  animal,  and  at 
hearing  the  bells  which  at  that  time  were  part  of 
the  trappings  of  the  Spanifh  horles,  that  they  fled 
far  into  the  country:  and  Velafquez  fending  a  de- 
tachment to  join  Narvaez,  he  with  the  grcatefl:  cafe  ' 
became  abfolutemaftcrof  that  province. 

The  fine  and  exienfive  ifland  of  Cuba,  which  is 
{ituatcd  in  between  20*  and  23°  north  latitude,  is 
'  tjpwards  of  800  miles  in  length  from  eaft  to  weft, 
'and  generally  about  70  broad.  It  lies  about  50  miles 
'wcftof  Hifpanioia,  and  75  north  of  Jamaica.  To 
'  the  fouth  are  a  great  number  of  fmall  iflands,  to 
which  Chriftopher  Columbus  gave  the  name  of  the 
Queen's  garden,  and  to  the  north  are  a  fmaller  num- 
ber 
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ber  which  Velaiquez  named  the  King's  Garden.  The 
whok  ifland  of  Cuba  is  very  plea(ant»  «pd  Qiore 
temperate  than  Hifpaniola.  On  the  eafteriMft-^int 
there  are  mountains  of  a  great  height,  which  ex- 
tend 90  miles,  and  through  the  middle  runs  a  ridge 
of  hiUs  from  eaft  to  well,  from  whence  very  fine 
rivers  and  brooks  flow  down  both  to  the  north  and 
the  fouth,  thtough  the  plain  champain  countries 
which  lie  on  the  coaft,  till  after  a  Ihort  courfe  they 
difcharge  themfelves  op  each  fide  into  the  fta.  It 
has  manv  fine  harbours,  particularly  on  the  fouthern 
coaft,  where  there  arc  that  of  St.  Jago  in  the  form 
of  a  crofs ;  that  of  Xaquas,  to  which  the  (hips  pafs 
through  a  narrow  mouth  not  *  above  a  crds-bow  fhot 
over,  and  then  turn  into  the  open  part,  which  is 
about  ten  leagues  in  compafs.  Here  there  are 
three  fmall  iflands,  fo  fituated  thaf:  fhips  may  fallen 
to  (lakes  fixed,  in  theground,  under  (belter  of  the 
mountains,  and  lie  wHnm  the  winds  blowing  from 
any  part  of  the  comf^T  * jPn  the  north  fide  are  alio 
fe veral  good  harbours,  iRK|1beil  of  which  is,  that  now 
called  the  Havanna. 

When  this  ifland  was  firft  [Wanted  it  was  (b  cover- 
ed with  woods  that  a  perfon  might  travel  near  690 
miles  under  trees  of  various  ibrts,  and  particularly 
red  cedars,  out  of  the  trunks  of  which  the  natives 
made  canoes  able  to  contain  50  or  60  perfons. 

After  the  Spaniards  had  been  fettled  there  ibme 
time,  they  found  confiderable  quantities  of  gold 
in  the  rivers,  fome  of  which  was  very  pure. 
Though  the  original  inhabitants  were  very  numerous, 
they  have  been  long  fmce  deftroyed  by  the  cruelty  of 
the  Spaniards.  St.  Jago  in  the  fbuth  part  of  the  ifl* 
and  is  now  efleemed  the  capital ;  but  the  Havannah 
on  the  north-weft,  is  by  lar  the  moft  confiderable 
place,  on  account  of  its  trade,  and  its  being  the  an- 
nual rendezvous  of  the  galleons  on  their  return  to 
Spain. 

Velafquez  having  reduced  the  beft  part  of  Cuba, 
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and  planted  feveral  Spanifh  colonies  upon  that  ifland^ 
began  to  be  very  denrous  of  Ihaking  off  the  autho- 
rity of  admiral  Diego  Coluofibus,  under  whom  he 
had  hitherto  afted.  That  admiral  being  now  re^ 
called  into  Spain,  oppofed  this  projed  to  the  utmoft 
of  his  power ;  but  he  had  fo  little  influence  at  that 
ungratCTul  court,  chat  he  was  unable  to  carry  his 
point :  for  though  Velafquez  was  ftill  left  accoun* 
table  to  him  for  the  exercife  of  his  authority,  yet 
he  was  not  allowed  to  recall  him  wkhout  the  confent 
of  the  crown.  This  ib  well  anfwered  VelafqUto's  pur- 
pofe,  that  he  relblved  immediatelf  to  execute  a  pro- 
jed  he  had  lon^  meditated  of  fitting  out  (hips  for 
making  difcovenes :  *  ind  no  Iboner  were  his  mten* 
cions  known,  than*  numbers  of  the  Spamlh  planters^ 
who  were  grown  rich,  ofliered  to  contribute  large 
fums  towards  carrying  it  into  execution ;  among 
whom  was  Francis  Hernandez  de  Cordova,  a  perfon 
of  great  wealth  and  bray|^^^ho  offered  to  go  as 
captain.  i^  If 

Cordova  having  fittea'Mut  two  fhips  and  a  brig- 
antine,  took  110  ibldiers  on  board,  and  laikd  from 
the  Havanna  on  the  8th  of  February  1517.  After 
being  twenty  days  at  fea,  during  winch  they  lay  by 
ill  tm  night,  they  £iw  land,  and  from  their  fliips 
obferved  a  large  town  at-  about  two  leagues  from  tne 
coaft.  As  they  drew  nea^r,  two  canoes  full  of  men 
appeared ",  the  Spaniards  haled  them  ;  and  thirty  In* 
ttans  went  on  board  the  commodore  drefled  in  jackets 
without  fleeves,  and  with  pieces  of  cloath  wrapped  ' 
about  their  waifts.  T^e  Spaniards  gave  them  meat, 
wine,  and  ftrings  of  beads  %  after  which  the  Indians 
retiring,  made  ugns  that  diey  would  return  the  next 
day  with  more  canoes  to  carry  the  Spaniards  on  (hore  1 
feeming  much  to  admire  the  (hip|s,  the  men,  their 
beards,  cloaths,  arms,  and  cveary  thing  they  had  never 
ieen  before. 

•    The  next  day  the  Indiiins  returned  with  twelve  ca* 
noes,  on  board  of  which  was  the  cacique,  who  ciied 
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out  Coniz  cotocbij  or  Come  to  wj  bouft^  from  whence 
that  place  received  the  name  of  Cape  Cotoche.  ThQ 
Spaniards  then  entering  their  boaG  and  the  canoes, 
took  their  arms  and  went  afliore,  where  w  infinite 
number  of  the  natives  waited  CD  ix  ^m.  Cordova 
even  refoived  to  attend  the  cacique  to  bis  houle,  in  or« 
der  to  take  a  view  of  die  country :  Jnit  entering  a 
wood,  the  cacique  gave  a  fignaU  slnd  inftandy  a  mul- 
titude of  men  ftartra  from  an  ambufcade  in  w:hich 
they  had  been  conceal^.  They  war  drefled  in 
jackets  of  quilted  cotton  to  fecune  then^  from  being 
wounded  by  arrows,  and  had  wooden  fyords  edged 
with  flint,  Spears,  bows  and  arrows,  flings,  and  tar« 
gets :  their  taces  were  psunted  of  ieveraVcoloiu^  and 
on  their  heads  they  wore  plumes  of  feathers.  Thefe 
giving  a  loud  fliout  diicharged  a  flioWer  of  ftones  and 
arrows,  and  then  ruflung  on  the  Spaniards,  fought 
with  much  refoludon,  tilf  being  difordered  by  the  diC- 
charae  of  the  muflcets  iand  crofs  bows,  as  well  as  by 
the  marpnefs  of  the  Spaniih  fwords,  they  fled,  after 
ha;inng  1 7  men  killed,  and  manv  wounded-  In  this 
action  were  taken  two  youths  wno  aftervu^  became 
Chriftians,  and  were  called  Julian  and  Mdchior. 

The  Spaniards  now  returned  to  their  ihips  and  were 
pleafed  at  their  having  found  people  in  |hany  refpeds 
difierent  from  thofe  tney  had  bimcrto  (eCHy  and  par^ 
ticularly  at  their  having  obferved  hoi;ifes  built  with 
ftone  and  lime,  which  were  the  firft  that  had  been  ob- 
ferved in  that  part  of  the  world.  They  now  continyed 
their  courfe  along  the  coaft  1 5  days,  and  then  entering 
a  bay,  landed  in  order  to  take  in  frelh  water,  of  which 
they  wpre  in  want.  This  place  being  by  the  Indians 
called  Quimpeche,  it  from  thence  obtained  the  name 
of  Campeche.  They  here  filled  their  caflcjs  lyith  frefh 
water,  and  were  going  to  return  to  the  ftijps  when 
they  were  met  by  50  Indians  drefled  like  thofe  they 
had  feen  before,  who  aflced  them  whether  they  came 
from  the  place  where  the  fun  rifcs :  and  ponduAed 
them  to  tome  temples  byilt  with  Aone^  wheup  th^ 
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^Nuuards  obfervcd  feveral  defonned  idols,  with  blood 
ffdh  fpUt.  From  one  of  thde  temples  came  twq 
men  in  white  mantles,  with  long  bl^d^  hair  twifted  up 
in  rolls  behind,  and  holding  in  their  hands  littlp 
earthen  fire-pans  into  which  they  caft  a  certain  gum, 
and  then  perfuming  the  Spaniards,  ordered  them  to 
depart  the  coumrjr  on  pain  of  death :  at  which  they 
fetired  in  gobd  ocder  to  the  Ihore,  and  returned  U^ 
their  (hips. 

Thtf  now  fleered  fix  days  along  the  coaft,  an4 
then  kuided  at  about  a  league's  diftance  irom  a  towa 
called  Potandian,  where  they  filled  thdr  cades  with 
water ;  and  obferved  a  body  of  armed  men  advancing 
toward  them  \  but  it  growing  dark,  they  returned 
back  towards  the  town.  The  Spaniards  now  raih\f 
refolved  to  ftay  on  ihore ;  but  in  the  night  were  great- 
ly alarmed  by  the  nbife  made  by  the  Indians,  and  at 
break  of  day  perceived  that  the  firft  party  had  been 
joined  by  feveral  others,  and  that  th<y  were  entirely 
furrounded  by  a  great  army.  They  however  refiilved 
to  make  the  beft  defence  in  their  power,  and  were 
quickly  under  the  neceflity  of  exertme  all  their  cou* 
rage :  for  it  no  fooner  grew  light  than  die  Indians  dil^ 
charged  a  fhower  of  arrows,  darts,  and  ftones,  tqr 
whith  about  80  Spaniards  were  wounded,  among 
whom  was  Cordova.  But  at  length  after  a  vigorous 
defence,  the  Spaniards  finding  it  impoffihle  to  van- 
quilfa  fuch  numbers,  made  a  furious  onfet,  aii4 
breaking  through  the  Indians,  ran  towards  their  bosiOk 
while  the  Indians  purfued  them  with  hideous  cries. 
The  boats  narrowly  efcaped  being  overiet  by  their 
crowding  into  them,  and  the  nadves  were  fo  eager  to 
attack  them,  that  they  ran  into  the  water  to  wound 
them  with  their  fpears.  In  this  a&ion  47  Spaniards 
were  killed,  five  died  on  board  the  (hip,  and  all  the 
reft,  except  one,  were  wounded.  It  was  therefore  rcs 
folved  to  oum  one  of  the  (hips  for  winit  of  hand9»  and 
to  return  to  Cuba. 

One 
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One  of  their  greatell  misfortunes  was  their  having 
been  obliged  to  leave  their  cafks  on  fliore,  which  oc- 
cafioned  meir  loon  being  in  great  diftrels  for  want  of 
water ;  and  ibme  of  the  fbundeft  of  the  men  being 
hnded  with  jars  to  fearch  for  a  frefh  fupply,  could 
find  none  but  what  was  bsrackifh:  this  obliged  them 
to  fteer  for  Florida,  where^one  of  the  pilots  had  been 
with  Ponce  de  Leon.  They  here  landed  near  a  creek, 
and  having  pofted  centinds,  dug  pits;  and  findii^ 
good  water,  drank  fome,  and  waihcd  linen  for  the 
wounded  men :  but  wh^  they  were  about  to  return, 
one  of  the  centinels  having  ftepped  afide  with  a  hatchet 
to  cut  down  a  palmetto  tree  near  the  creek,  the  other 
heard  him  cry  out,  and  inftandy  ran  to  ^vethe  alarm, 
crying,  Tofeal  tofeal  the  Indians  are  cmmng.  Many 
canoes  were  inftandy  feen  rowing  down  the  creek, 
filled  with  Indians  cloathed  in  deer  (kins,  and  armed 
with  bows  and  arrows,  (words  and  (bears,  who  landing 
kt  fly  their  arrows,  and  wounded  ux  of  the  (bldiers : 
but  (bon  perceiving  die  dreadful  efieds  produced  by  the 
mufkets  and  crols-bows,  they  ran  back  to  their  canoes; 
on  which  the  Spaniards  returned  with  b&tf  to  their 
fiiip.  The  men  were  in  fuch  diftrefs  for  want  of 
water,  that  a  (bldier  leaping  into  the  boat,  feized  ajar, 
and  drank  (b  much  that  he  fwelled  and  died  two  clays 
after. .  In  (hort,  after  enduring  many  other  hardlhips, 
they  arrived  at  the  Havannah,  from  whence  Cordova 
^nt  a  particular  account  of  his  unfortunate  voyage  to 
ithe  governor  Diego  Velafquez,  and  died  of  his  wounds 
ten  days  after. 

Notwithftanding  Cordova's  ill  fiiccefs,  his  account 
of  this  voyage  gave  great  pleafure  to  V£la(quez,  who 
frequendy  declared  that  he  was  reiblved  to  purf ue  thefe 
.  difcoveries  as  foon  as  an  opportunity  oflfeied :  fmce  as 
'^cheie  Indians  feemed  more  civilized  than  the  others, 
they  were  probably  richer.  And  bis  refoludon  was  no 
iboner  known,  than  feveral  of  the  principal  inhabitants 
offered'  him  their  aliiftance,  which  ibon  Qiabl^d  him 
jco  fend  out  three  &jps  and  a  brigantine. 
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This  finall  fquadron,  which  vrzs  commanded  by 
John  Grijalva  and  the  Captains  Alverado,  MontcJQ 
itid  d'Avila,  yiho  had  (bid:  orders  to  make  what  dif- 
coveries  they  could,  but  to  attempt  no  fettlements ; 
failed  from  Cuba  <Mi  the  8th  of  May,  1518,  and  hav- 
ing vifited  Florida,  and  diicoveped  the  ifland  of  Cozu- 
rtiel,  failed  along  tJ\c  coaft  of  the  continent.  Eight 
days  after,  they  H^ached  Potonchan's  town,  and  came 
tp  an  anchor ;  upon  which  the  natives  being  elated 
with  their  fucbefi  in  driving  Cordova's  men  out  of  the 
country,  took  up  arms,  to  Hinder  the  Spaniards  from 
landing:  but  being  routed,  the  Spaniards  marched 
to  the  town,  where  they  found'  only  three  of  the  na- 
tives, who  being  well  ufcd,  were  fent  with  fome  toys 
to  allure  the  inhabitants  back  ;  but  as  they  did  not  re- 
turn, the  Spaniards  reimbarked  and  fet  fail. 

Grijalva  now  continuing  his  courfc  by  day,  and  ly- 
ing by  in  the  night,  for  fear  of  falling  among  flats  and 
rocks,  difcovered  the  mouth  of  a  large  river;  but  lb 
fliallow  it  would  only  admit  fmall  veflels,  and  there- 
fore they  could  only  lend  ijp  two,  and  their  boats  well 
manned;  who  were  obliged  to  proceed  with  great 
circumlpeftion,  on  account  of  there  being  nriany  armed 
Indians  in  canoes  along  the  fliore. 

This  river,  which  the  natives  called  Tabafco,  the 
Spaniards  named  Rio  de  Grijalva,  from  their  com- 
mander in  chief,  and  landed  at  a  grove  of  palm-trees, 
about  half  a  league  from  a  town.  The  Indians  feeing 
them  leave  their  boats,  about  fifty  canoes,  full  of 
armed  men,  moved  forward,  and  ftopped  again  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  Spaniards ;  upon  which  the 
latter  fent  Melchior  and  Julian,  the  two  Indiar\g  taken 
by  Cordova,  to  inform  them  that  they  were  come  with 
po  other  view,  but  to  treat  with  them  about  feme  af- 
fairs that  would  give  them  pleafure.  Upon  this  the 
Indians  in  four  canoes  drew  near,  and  Grijalva  order- 
ed the  above  interpreters  to  tell  them,  that  he  and  his 
men  were  the  fubjeds  of  a  great  King  to  whom 
jniffhty  princes  paid  pbedience ;  that  it  was  reafonablc 
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they  alTo  fhould  fubmit  to  him,  becaufe  it  would  be 
much  to  their  advantage ;  and  that  till  the  Spaniards 
could  explain  thefe  amurs,  they  muft  fumim  them 
with  provifions.  To  this  the  Indians  prudently  re- 
plied. That  they  would  give  them  provifions;  but 
that  they  had  a  lord  of  their  own,  and  knew  no  rea- 
fon  why  they,  who  were  but  ftrangers,  fhould  offer  to 
impofe  a  new  lord  upon  them.  However  that  they 
ought  to  take  heed  how  they  made  war  on  them,  as 
diey  had  done  on  the  people  of  Potonchan ;  for  they 
had  provided  an  army,  which  according  to  their  man- 
ner of  computation  muft  amount  to  24000  men. 
That  they  knew  they  had  killed  and  wounded  above 
zoo  at  Potonchan ;  but  that  they  were  not  fb  weak  as 
tiiofe  people.  They  concluded  with  obferving,  that 
they  were  come  thither  to  know  their  will,  and  would 
make  a  very  juft  report  of  what  was  {aid  to  a  number 
of  very  great  men,  who  were  aflcmbled  either  to  treat 
of  peace,  or  to  renew  the  war.  Grijalva  then  gave 
them  firings  of  beads,  looking-glafles,  and  other 
things,  charging  them  to  bring  back  an  arrfwer,  becaxife 
if  they  did  not,  he  muft  go  to  the  town,  though  he 
fhould  not  do  it  any  harm.  Having  thus  concluded 
the  conference,  he  returned  to  the  fhips. 
'  Thefe  perlbns  having  delivered  the  mefiage,  all  the 
chiefs,  wno  were  ufually  confulted  in  martial  affairs, 
thought  peace  preferable  to  war,  and  immediately  fcnt 
a  number  of  Indians  loaded  with  roafted  fifh,  poultry, 
bread,  and  feveral  forts  of  fruit.  Thefe  being  de- 
livcred,  they  laid  fome  mats  on  the  ground,  and  placed 
upon  them  feveral  iorts  of  very  beautiful  feather 
works.  After  which  they  let  the  Spaniards  know, 
that  their  lord  would  come  the  next  day  to  pay  them  a 
vifit. 

Accordingly  at  die  time  appointed  the  cacique  ap- 
peared, attended  by  many  unarmed  men,  and  without' 
fhewing  the  leaft  jealoufy,  went  on  bo^rd  Grijalva*s 
fhip.  That  commander  was  a  genteel  man,  of  about 
28  years,  and  had  on  a  loofe  coat  of  crimfon  velvet,  a 
2  cap 
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cap  of  the  fame^ '  with  other  rich  ornaments.  He  re- 
ceived the  cacique  with  refped,  and  fitting  down, 
they  began  their  difcourie,  through  the  medium  of  in- 
terpreters. After  fome  time,  the  caciaue  ordered  an 
Indian  to  take  out  of  a  trunk  he  carried,  fome  plates 
of  gold,  and  thin  boards  covered  with  the  fame  metal 
for  armour^  Theie  the  cacique  himfelf  tried  upon 
Grijalva,  taking  off*  thofe  that  did  not  fit,  and  apply*^ 
ing  others,  till  he  had  put  him  on  a  compleat  fuit  of 
gold  armour  that  fitted  him  as  well  as  if  it  had  been 
made  for  him.  He  alfo  prefented  him  various  works 
in  gold  and  feathers.  In  return  Grijalva  called  for  a 
very  fine  fhirt,  and  with  his  own  hands  put  it  upon 
the  cacique,  as  he  alfo  did  his  great  coat  of  crimfon 
velvet.  He  then  put  on  his  feet  a  pair  of  new  ihoes  % 
and  gave  him  fome  of  the  befl  firings  of  beads  and 
looking-glafles,  with  fciflars,  knives,  and  feveral  toys 
made  of  tin,  fome  of  which  he  alfo  gave  to  all  the  ca- 
cique's attendants.  The  cacique's  prefent  to  Grijalva 
was  worth  about  3000  pieces  of  eight,  and  among  the 
refl  were  a  wooden  head-piece  covered  with  thin 
plates  of  gold,  and  three  or  four  mafks,vfome  of 
which  were  covered  with  a  fort  of  ftones  like  eme* 
raids.  The  fight  of  thefe  things  made  the  Spaniards 
very  eager  to  fettle  in  a  country  that  produced  fucb 
vaft  wealth. 

Grijalva  having  received  this  confiderable  prefent, 
and  being  fenfible  that  the  Indians  were  not  willing 
that  their  guefls  fhould  ftay  long,  proceeded  farther, 
and  in  two  days  came  to  a  town  called  Agualunco, 
which  the  Spaniards  named  Le-Rambla,  where  the 
inhabitants  appeared  at  a  diflance,  with  targets  of  tor- 
toifefhell,  wnich  glittering  in  the  fun,  made  fome  of 
the  Spaniards  fancy  they  were  of  gold. 

Sailing  from  hence,  the  Spaniards  faw  feveral  other 
rivers,  in  one  of  which  they  obferved  the  Indians 
waving  larg^  pieces  of  white  cloth  faflened  to  poles, 
as  if  inviting  them  to  land  :  whereupon  Grijalva  or- 
dered Captain  de  Montejo  to  go  on  fhore  with  all  the 
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muflceteers,  and  twenty  other  fokliers,  and  that  iit 
cafe  the  Indians  appeared  in  a  warlike  pofture,  h^ 
flioutd  give  notice^  in  ocder  that  fuccours  might  be 
fenthim. 

It  is  neceflary  to  obferve,  that  this  coalk  was  part 
til  the  great  empire  of  Mexico,  apd  that  Nfote2:uma, 
who  was  then  (eated  on  the  throne,  havii^  heard  of 
the  exploits  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the  pains  they  took 
to  become  acquainted  with  the  maritime  parts  of  his 
Mipire,  began  to  grow  uneafy,  and  longed  to  know 
why  they  took  fuch  pairis  to  learn  the  ft  ate  of  conn- 
tries  that  did  not  belong  to  them.  To  obtain  this 
ihtelligence,  he  had  given  directions  to  die  governors 
of  Ibme  of  thefe  provinces  to  entertain  thefe  ftrangers 
civilly,  to  feize  every  opportunity  rf  trading  with 
Ihem,  and  to  fend  him  from  time  to  time  fuch  ah  ac- 
count of  their  motions,  as  might  ehabfc  him  clearly 
to  difcern  what  opinion  he  ought  to  entertain  of  them,, 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  inftruiftiops  the  Indians 
made  fignals  to  invite  them  on  fhore. 

As  foon,  therefore,  as  Montgo  and  hts  men  were 
landed,  the  Mexicans  ofFcred  them  fowls,  bread,  and 
fruit,  and  perfumed  the  Spaniards  by  burning  gum 
copal  in  little-fire-pans.  Montejo  inftantly  fent  advice 
fo  Gr^alva  of  the  friendly  manner  in  which  he  was  re- 
ceived, upon  which  that  commander  came  up  with 
the  fhips,  landed,  and  gave  the  people  fome  glafs 
beads  and  necklaces,  He  was  treated  ^th  great  rc-^ 
lpe6l  by  the  emperor  of  Mcxico*s  governor,  and  his 
principal  officers,  who  ordering  the  Indians  to  bring 

g[)ld  to  barter,  the  Spaniards,  during  the  fix  days  they 
aid  there,  purchafed  gold  toys  of  fevcral  Ihapes,  to 
^  value  of  1 5,000  pieces  of  eight.    * 

At  length  Grijalva,  having  made  prefents  to  the 
principal  perfons^  and  taking  pofleffion  of  the  country 
lor  the  king  of  Spain,  in  the  name  of  Diego  Velaf- 
quez,  embarked  and  touched  at  feveral  iflands,  and 
having  landed  in  one  of  them,  with  30  foldiers,  found 
a  temple  in  which  were  fevcral  idols,  and  four  men 
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defied  ia  long  black  nwitles  and  hoods,  whob  WeM 
the  pricfts  of  the  temple^  und  had  that  very  day  faqrW 
£ccd  two  boys  who  were  found  ripped  open,  and  tbeii; 
hearts  taken  out ;  a  piece  of  crueky  which  ftruck  even 
the  Spaniards  with  horror.  To  this  ifland,  which 
was  called  Ulua,  Grnalv«  gave  the  name  of  St. 
John  Baptift,  but  it  has  ever  fince  been  called  3ti 
John,  de  Ulua;,  to  diftihguiih  it  from  St.  Joho  ^de 
Porto  Rico, 

Grijalva  having  ftaid  feven  days  at  this  iflandi 
during  which  he  bartered  for  a  fmall  quantity  of  go]d» 
he  fent  Velafquez  an  account  of  his  difcoveries  by 
Alverado^  with  all  the  gold  and  other  things  they  had 
obtained  from  the  Indians.  Vdlafquez  was  greatly 
plcafed  with  the  account  he  received  ;  but  Alverado 
having  been  very  defirous  of  fettling  a  colony,  gav^ 
him  very  ill  imprefllons  of  Grijalva,  who  had  fcrved 
him  faithfully,  and  paid  the  ftrideft  regards  to  h\$ 
orders. 

In  the  mean  time  Grijalva,  by  the  advice  of  the 
other  captains  and  pilots,  coafted  along  in  fight  of  the 
mountains  of  Tufpa,  and  afterwards  failed  to  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Tarala,  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  St.  Anthony,  and  there  careened  one  of  the 
fhips  that  was  leaky.  While  they  were  here  many 
Indians  came  from  a  town  at  a  league's  diftance,  with 
bread,  poultry,  and  other  provifions^  which  they  fold 
for  Spanifh  toys :  and  the  news  of  this  traffic  being 
foon  fpread  abroad,  others  came  from  Guazacoalla^ 
and  the  reft  of  the  neighbouring  towns,  bringing  pro- 
vifions,  and  very  bright  copper-axes  with  painted 
handles  ;  the  Spaniards  thinking  thefe  axes  were  gold, 

})urchafed  600  of  them,  and  the  Indians  would  wil- 
ingly  have  parted  with  more. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  here,  a  foldier  entered  a 

temple  that  ftood  in  the  fields,  whence  he  took  the 

.incenC  called  by  the  Indians  Copal,  the  facrificing 

knives,  and  fome  idols,  which  he  delivered  to  the 

commander  in  chief,  after  his  having  firft  taken  off 
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their  carvings^  pendants,  plates,  and  crowns  of  gold, 
worth  about  go  pieces  of  eight  i  but  not  being  able 
to  conceal  his  joy  at  obtaining  this  booty,  Grijalva 
was  informed  of  what  he  had  done,  and  ordered 
every  thing  to  be  taken  from  him  i  but  afterwards  re-^ 
ftored  them  to  him  again,  upon  his  paying  the  fifth  to 
the*  king. 

From  this  place  Grijalva  fet  fail  for  Cuba,  and  In 
45  davs  arrived  at  the  port  of  Matancas  in  that  ifland, 
with  ttxe  value  of  4000  pieces  of  eight  in  gold,  be- 
fides  what  had  been  brought  by  Alverado.  In  this 
port  Grijalva  received  a  letter  from  the  Governor,  or-> 
dering  him  to  haften  to  the  port  of  St«  Jago,  and  to 
inform  the  men  that  another  fleet  was. fitting  out,  in 
order  to  make  a  fettlement.  Grijalva  obeyed  this 
fummons ;  but  on  his  arrival  at  St.  Jago,  met  with  a 
very  cold  reception  from  Velafquez,  who  gave  the 
command  of  the  fleet  to  Hernando  Cortes,  which 
brings  us  to  his  celebrated  expedition, 
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HERNANDO    CORTES. 


HErnando  Cortes  was  born  at  Medelin,  a  town  of 
Ellremadura,  in  Spain  ;  and  being  bred  to  a 
military  life,  he  determined  to  pufh  his  fortune  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  whither  he  failed  in  the  year  1 504, 
with  letters  of  recommendation  to  his  kinfman  Don 
Nicholas  de  Obando,  who  was  at  that  time  governor 
of  Hifpaniola.  This  gentleman  entertained  him  very 
kindly,  but  his  favours  could  not  divert  his  inclina- 
tion to  arms,  and  that  ifland  being  now  poflTciTed  by 
the  Spaniards,  without  any  oppofition  from  the  na- 
tives, lie  defired  leave  to  ferve  in  the  ifland  of  Guba» 
where  the  war  was  ftill  carried  on.  Arriving  there, 
he  fo  far  diftinguiflied  himfelf,  as  to  obtain  the  repu- 
tation of  a  valiant  foldier  and  able  commanden  on 
which  account  he  was  made  Alcalde,  or  chief  ma- 
giftrate  of  the  town  of  St.  Jago,  a  poft  generally  con- 
ferred on  thofe  who  diftinguim  themfelves  in  the  con- 
queft of  thofe  countries.  Cortes  was  in  this  fituation 
when  he  was  recommended  to  Diego  de  Velafquez, 
governor  of  Cyba,  as  a  proper  perfon  for  making 
conquefts  on  the  continent ;  and  xhff  governor  giving 
his  approbation,  a  commiflion  was  inftantly  (igned, 
by  wnich  Cortes  was  appointed  Captain-genenQ  of  the 
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iflcet,  and  of  the  countries  he  Ihould  difcovcr  and  fuB- 
jeft  to  the  Spanifti  dominion. 

His  nomination  to  this  poft  was  ^greatly  rcfcnted  by 
all  who  had  flattered  thcmfelves  with  the  hopes  of 
obtaining  it.  Mean  while  Cortes  eniployed  his  owti 
fortune,  and  all  the  money  he  could  borrow,  in  the 
purchafe  of  provifions,  ariils,  and  ammunition,  and 
inlifted  foldiers,  with  Tuch  expedition  and  foccefs, 
that  within  a  few  days  he  had  above  300  men  in  hii 
fervice,  and  having  equipped  ten  fmall  vcflTels  from 
80  to  100  tons  each,  thcfy  failed  from  the  port  of  St. 
JagodeCuba,  on  the  1 8th  of  November,  1518,  and 
coafting  along  the  ifland,  arrived  at  the  port  of  La 
Tranidad,  where  he  was  joined  by  fevrral  pcrfons  of 
'diftindtion,  who  refolved  to  follow  his  fortunes.  But 
lie  had  no  fooner  left  St.  Jago,  than  his  enemies  pre- 
vailed on  Velafquez  to  revoke  his  commiffion :  of 
which  Cortes  being  informed,  he  confulted  his  friends 
^nd  adherents,  who  declared  with  great  warrtath,  that 
they  Would  ftand  by  him  to  the  kS  extremity.  He 
ithen  took  fuch  meafures  as  appeared  moft  proper  for 
removirg  thejealoufy  of  Velafquez,  and  pronloting 
iiis  own  lecurity  ;  and  having  fent  Pedro  de  Alverado 
with  a  party  of  foldierS  by  land  to  take  care  of  the 
iborfes,  and  raife  recruits  in  the  fettlements,  he  failed 
with  the  fleet  for  the  Havannah.  But  in  the  night, 
the  Capitana,  in  which  Cortes  embarked,  feparated 
from  the  reft,  while  the  other  veflTels  continued  their 
courfe  to  the  port  of  Havannah,  where  the  people 
Were  kindly  recefved  by  Pedro  de  Barba,  the  gover- 
nor under  Velafquez.  However,  having  ftaid  leveral 
*days,  without  hearing  any  news  of  Cortes,  they  con- 
cluded he  was  loft,  and  began  to  deliberate  about 
chufing  another  commander,  but  were  prevented  by 
liis  arrival,  when  he  was  received  with  the  loud  accla- 
mations of  his  men,  and  treated  with  great  rcfpeft  by 
the  governor. 

During  his  ft^y  in  this  place,  he  caufed  a  number 
\>{  cotton  jackoti*  to  be  made,  to  defend  his  people 
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jfrom  the  darts  and  arrows  of  ihe.Indians ;  they  being 
found  more  fecure  than  ,coats  of  mail.  He  proved 
his  irtUlcry,  and  exercifcd  his  foldiers.  But  while 
he  was  thus  employed,  a  nieflenger  arrived  with  dif- 
patchcs  to  the  governor  of  Havannah,  containing  ix- 
prefe  orders  to  diveft  Cortes  of  his  coAimand,  and  to 
fend  him  prifoner  with  a  ftrong  guard  to  St.  Jago. 
Cortes  was  highly  incenfcd  at  Vdalquez's  behaviour^ 
and  his  endeavouring  to  ruin  an  enterprize  in  which 
he  and  "his  friends  had  embarked  their  whole  for- 
tunes :  he  therefore  fefolvt'd  to  provide  for  himfelf; 
and  to  make  ufe  of  force  if  it  was  neceflary  ;  he  even 
explained  his  ficuarion  to  his  foldiers,  and  they  raifed 
fuch  a  tumult,  that  the  governor  of  Havannah  dreadr 
ing  the  confcqucrice  of  their  refentmcht,  publickt^ 
declared,  that  he  did  not  intend  to  e^cecute  the  orders 
he  had  received  from  Velafquez,  which  hetonCdered 
as  a  flagrant  a£l  of  injuftice.  This  conimotion  bein^ 
thus  appeafed,  and  a  brigafntine  added  to  the  fleets 
Cortes  divided  his  men  into  eleven  companies,  de- 
livered inftruftions  to  his  officers,  and  after  a  folemti 
fliafs,  at  which  all  the  foldiers  aflifted,  weighed  and 
fct  fail  from  Havannah  on  the  loth  of  February, 
I5i9>  with  a  favourable  gale:  but  the  fun  was  no 
fooncr  fet  than  a  furious  ftorm  arofe,  which  damaged 
the  fleet,  Cortes  had  before  fent  Diego  de  OrdaZj 
whofe  fidelity  he  had  fufpefted,  to  Guanicanico,  k 
Settlement  on  the  other  fide  of  Cape  St.  Antonio,  and 
a  little  before  the  ftorm,  he  fent  PedrO  de  Alverado 
in  queft  of  him,  with  orders  to  wait  for  the  fleet  at 
Cape  St.  Antonio;  but  Pedro  perceiving  that  the 
^empeft  had  driven  him  fo  far  into  the  gulph  as  t6 
.  Render  it  difficult  for  him  to  weather  Cape  St.  Anto- 
liio,  fteered  away  for  the  ifland  of  Cozumel,  where 
upon  his  landing  he  found  a  fmall  town  near  tht 
coaft,  which  was  abandoned  by  the  Indians,  who  fle^ 
lit  his  approach. 

Alverado  was  a  young  man  of  an  enrerprizing  ge- 
ftius,  but  of  little  experience,  a:nd  imagining  that 
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while  he  waited  for  the  fleet  which  was  to  caft  anchor 
at  that  iflandy  nothing  could  fo  ill  become  a  ibldier 
as  inaftion,  he  ordered  his  men  to  march,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  inner  part  of  the  ifland.  However  this 
expedition  was  fo  tar  from  promoting  the  fervice  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  that  it  only  ferved  to 
frighten  the  Indians^  and  to  render  it  more  difficult  to 
obtain  their  friendihip  and  affiftance. 

The  next  day  Cortes  arrived  with  the  fleet,  having 
fent  another  veflel  vnth  ^dire&ions  to  Ordaz,  on  a 
fuppofition  that  Alverado  had  been  prevented  by  the 
ftorm,  and  though  he  was  glad  to  find  that  young 
captain  fafe  at  Cozumel,  he  publickly  reprimanded 
bim  for  his  rafhneis,  and  dilmifled  three  Indian  pri- 
foners  whom  he  had  taken,  after  having  ordered  their 
eflTe&s  to  be  refliored,  and  given  them  many  pre- 
ients  for  their  cacique,  in  token  of  peace  and  amity. 

To  prevent  any  new  difputes,  Cortes  drew  down 
his  forces  to  the  fea-fide,  and  having  encamped  them 
there  for  three  days,  he  thought  fit  to  make  a  general 
{review ;  when  it  appeared  that  his  whole  army 
amounted  to  508  foldiers  including  their  officers,  16 
horfe,  2  chaplains,  and  109  mariners,  and  mechanics. 
On  this  'occafion  Cortes  made  them  a  fpeech,  in  which 
he  endeavoured  to  animate  them  with  courage,  and 
in  the  ftrongeft  terms,  reprefented  the  neceffity  of  a 
ftrift  obedience  and  unanimity. 

He  had  fcarcely  ended  his  fpeech,  when  a  confider- 
able  number  of  unarmed  Indians  approached  in  fe- 
veral  detached  parties  :  upon  which  he  drew  up  his 
men,  and  commanded  them  to  remain  under  arms 
till  their  intention  was  known.  The  Indians  no  foon- 
er  came  in  fight,  than  they  continued  for  fome  time 
without  motion;  but  perceiving  that  no  hofliilities 
were  offered,  they  at  length  boldly  advanced,  and 
mingling  with  the  foldiers,  prefented  them  with  re- 
frelhments,  and  continued  to  behave  with  great  con- 
fidence and  familiarity. 

The 
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The  pincipal  cacique  of  the  ifland  came  the  neitt 
day  wicn  a  numerous  retinue  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Cortes^ 
who  received  him  with  great  courtefy ;  and  while  the 
converfation  was  carried  on  by  means  of  an  inter- 
preter,  one  of  the  Indians  was  heard  to  pronounce  the 
word  Caftilla,  the  meaning  of  which  being  demanded 
by  Cortes,  he  was  told  that  the  Indian  faid,  the  Spa- 
niards reiembled  fome  perfons  in  Yucatan,  who  came 
from  a  country  called  Caftilla.  Cortes  immediately 
concluded  that  thefe  were  ^is  countrymen,  and  re- 
fblved  to  fet  them  at  libcrtyl  Upon  a  more  particu- 
lar enquiry  he  found  that  they  were  in  the  power  of 
ibme  Indians  of  the  higheft  rank,  who  redded  at  Yu- 
catan, and  .that  the  moft  certain  method  of  procuring 
their  liberty  would  be  to  offer  a  ranfom :  for  the  ca- 
cique informed  him,  that  fhbuld  he  have  recourfe  to 
arms,  it  would  expofe  them  to  the  hazard  of  being 
maflacred  by  their  mailers.  Cortes  approved  of  this 
advice,  and  ordered  Diego  de  Ordaz  to  fail  to  the 
coaft  of  Yucatan,  with  a  letter  to  the  prifoners  and 
fome  trifles  for  their  ranfom, '  and  to  day  eight  days, 
in  which  time  fome  Indians  appointed  by  the  cacique 
for  that  purpofe,  undertook  to  return  with  an  anfwer. 
In  the  mean  time  Cortes  marched  with  the  troops  in 
a  body  about  the  ifland,  in  order  to  view  the  country, 
and  keep  his  men  in  a£tion ;  and  in  this  tour,  he  was 
accompanied  by  the  cacique,  and  a  great  number  of 
Indians. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  coaft  ftood  the  temple 
of  ari  idol  that  was  much  revered  by  the  Indians.  It 
was  a  fquare  ftone  building,  and  no  contemptible 
ftruAure.  The  idol,  which  was  called  Cozumel, 
whence  the  ifland  received  the  fame  name,  was  in  the 
figure  of  a  man,  and  had  a  moft  horrible  afpe£t.  Here 
a  sreat  concourfe  of  people  were  found  liftening  to  a 
pneft  who  was  diftinguifhed  by,  a  ceruin  ornament  or 
covering,  which  fcarcely  concealed  his  nakednefs,  and 
who  feemed  to  preach  with  great  emphafls.  Cortes, 
(hocked  at  the  abfurdiry  of  fuch  worihip,  told  the 
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cacique,  that  it  was  impoflible  ibr  them  to  continbe 
£iends,  if  he  did  not  renounce  his  idolatry,  and  that 
it  was  unworthy  of  a  man  of  fenfe  to  pay  divine  ho- 
nours to  a  deformed  image  fitter  to  frighten  children 
than  to  be  reverenced  by  men  of  underlUnding.  Thd 
cacique  re[>lied,  that  as  to  religion  he  left  it  wholly 
to  the  priefts,  who  Iho^d,  if  he  pleafed,  diicourfe 
with  him  upon  that  fubjeft.  This  was  readily  ac- 
cepted, and  one  of  the.priefts  being  fent  for,  no  fooner 
was  informed  of  the  affair  in  queftion,  than  he  began 
with  the  moft  hideous  outcries  to  proteft  againft  thofe 
who  ihould  be  fo  audacious  as  to  difturb  the  worfhip 
of  their  gods,  denouncing  the  immediate  vengeance 
of  Heaven  againfl:  all  who  (hould  prefume  to  dif- 
honour  this  deity,  or  his  habitation.  But  Cortes, 
without  paying  any  regard  to  his  menaces,  imme- 
diately ordered  all  the  idols  to  be  broke  to  pieces,  and 
moft  of  their  temples  to  be  demoliihed.  The  largeft 
of  them^  however,  he  preferved  entire,  and  having 
caufed  a  neat  altar  to  be  ereded,  had  mafs  faid  in  it 
by  the  chaplains  and  priefts,  and  at  his  departure 
charged  the  cacique  to  tal^e  the  ftrif5te(t:  care  that 
every  thing  was  Jkept  in  good  order,  and  that  no  in^ 
^ult  was  offered  to  the  image  of  the  Blefled  Virgin,  or 
to  two  erodes  which  he  erefted  in  that  chapel,  and 
this  the  kidian  chief  very  readily  promifed. 

.  When  the  eight  days  were  expired,  Diego  de  Or- 
daz  returned  from  Yucatan,  without  feeing  any  thing 
of  the  Caftilians,  for  whom  he  was  fent ;  Cortes  there- 
fore fct  fail  with  a  fair  wind  5  but  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn the  fame  day,  on  account  of  one  of  the  fhips 
having  fprung  a  leak. 

While  this  (hip  was  refitting,  Cortes  was  told,  that 
a  canoe  was  (landing  direftly  toward  the  ifland,  when 
perceiving  that  (he  was  full  of  armed  Indians,  he  or- 
tiercd  Andrea  de  Tapia  to  get  as  much  as  poffible  un* 
dcr  the  (belter  of  the  land,  and  to  endeavour  to  take 
the  canoe.  Soon  after  four  men  came  oqt  of  it  with 
only  a  flight  covering  about  their  waifts,  and  with 
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|k>ws  ahd  arrows  in  their  hands.  Andrea  de  Tapi^ 
as  foon  astbe  Indians  were  landed,,  advanced  towara 
chem  fword  in  hand,  when  three  of  them  (eemedi 
afraid,  the  fourth. bid  them  not  fear,  and  addrefliog 
faimfelf  to  the  Spaniards,  cried  aloud  in  the  CaflrilUaa 
tongue,  Gentkmny  I  am  a  Cbrijiian.  Tapia  imme-i 
diately  embraced  him  with  equal  joy  and  furprizc^ 
and  conduced  him  to  Cortes,  who  received  him  with 
much  affbftion*  Cortes  having  afked  the  name  of 
the  ftranger,  he  replied  tl^at  he  was  called  Jerom  de 
Aguiiar, '-  and  was  a  native  ox  j^ija.  Meat  aod  drink 
lyere  then  fet  before  him,  and  he  was  ordered  to  be 
cloathed. 

The  next  day  Cortes  inquired  how  he  fell  into  th^ 
hands  of  the  Indians,  when  he  replied,  that  being  x% 
Darien,  he  was  fent  to  Hifpaniola  for  men  and  am-: 
(nunition  •,  but  was  cad  away  near  Jamaica,  when  he 
and  20  other  perfons  taking  to  the  boat,  after  fufferw 
ing  great  diftrefles,  reached  the  Ihore  of  Yucatanj^ 
where  they  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  cacique  who  immC'- 
diately  facrificed  fix  of  them  to  his  idols,  and  then  ate 
them.  That  he  and  fome  others  were  (hut  up  in  ^ 
wooden  cage,  in  order  to  ferve  for  another  feftival  \ 
but  breaking  out,  they  fled  over  the  mountains,  till 
they  came  into  the  dominions  of  another  prince,  who 
was  an  enemy  to  him  from  whom  they  Jiad  fled. 
That  foon  after  mod  of  his  companions  died,  and  he 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  matter  whom  he  ferved  for  fe- 
vcral  years,  and  at  length  acquired  fuch  a  degree  oi 
favour,  that  he  conferred  upon  him  an  employment 
near  his  perfon,  and  honoured  him  with  his  confi- 
dence. The  cacique,  his  matter,  dying,  recom- 
mended him  to  his  fon,  under  whom  he  poflefled  the 
fame  oflice,  and  afterward  being  employed  in  the  wars, 
with  the  neighbouring  caciques,  obtained  fuch  repu- 
tation, that  he  became  the  favourite  both  of  theprincfc 
and  people,  and  therefore  on  his  receiving  Cortes^i 
letter,  he  eafily  obtained  his  liberty  as  a  reward  fof 
^is  fcrviccs.  • ' 
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On  the  4th  of  March  1519^  the  fleet  fct  fail  from 
Cozumel,  and  reached  the  river  c^  Griialva,  where 
the  civil  treatment  which  the  Spaniards  had  formerly 
received  from  the  Indians  of  TabaTco,  and  the  gold 
brought  from  thence,  were  fuch  inducements  to  uieir 
landing,  as  were  not  to  be  refilled.  Therefore  leav- 
ing the  largeft  veilels  at  anchor,  Cortes  embarked  all 
his  foldiers  on  board  the  fmalJer,  and  in  the  boats, 
and  was  beginning  to  make  the  bed  of  his  way  againft 
the  current,  when  he  perceived  both  fides  of  the  river 
covered  with  canoes  filled  with  Indians  in  arms,  fup- 
ported  by  a  confidcrable  force  on  fliore.  When 
guefllng  from  the  horrible  out-cries,  and  gefticulations 
of  the  Indians,  that  they  intended  to  oppofe  him,  he 
fent  Aguilar  to  them  in  a  canoe  with  oners  of  peace, 
which  being  rejeded,  he  refolvcd  to  punilhthem  for 
daring  to  defend  their  country.  But  night  ap- 
proaching, he  thought  proper  to  wait  till  the  next  day. . 

At  day-break,  he  drew  up  the  veflcls  in  the  figure 
of  an  half-moon,  and  advancmg  flowly  to  the  Indians, 
fent  Aguilar  a  fecond  time,  with  propofals  of  peace, 
to  which  they  made  no  anfwer,  but  giving  the  fignal 
for  the  attack,  advanced  with  great  fwiftnefs  by  the 
favour  of  the  current,  till  being  near  enough  to  ufc 
their  arroWs,  they  difcharged  luch  a  cloud  of  them, 
both  from  the  canoes  and  barks  on  the  river,  that  the 
Spaniards  were  much  embarrafled  in  their  endeavours 
to  cover  themfelves.  However,  having  received  the 
firft  charge,  they  affkulted  the  Indians  with  fuch 
vigour,  that  the  canoes  foon  left  the  paffage  free. 
The  vcficls  then  proceeded  up  the  river  without  fur^ 
ther  oppofition,  and  approaching  the  {hore  endea- 
voured to  land  •,  but  the  place  being  marfhy,  and 
covered  with  brambles,  the  Spaniards  were  aflaulted 
by  a  number  of  Indians  who  lay  in  ambulh.  How- 
ever  Cortes  drew  up  his  men,  and  ordered  Alonzo 
Davila  to  advance  with  a  hundred  foldiers  through 
the  woods,  and  take  pofleflion  of  the  town  of  Tabafco, 
ml^Qh  was  not  far  from  the  place  of  aftion,    Cortes 

then 
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then  attacked  that  yaft  multitude,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  his  being  obliged  to  fight  up  to  his  knees  in 
mud,  he  put  the  Indians  to  flight  \  when  inftantly 
difcovering  the  march  of  Davila,  they  ran  to  defend 
the  town. 

Cortes,  followed  them,  and  reached  Tabafco  before 
the  detachment  he  had  fent  thither ;  and  found  it 
fortified  with  a  wall  formed  of  large  trunks  of  trees 
fixed  in  the  ground  like  palifadoQs,  with  fpaces  be- 
tween for  the  convenience  of  (hooting  arrows.  It 
was  of  a  circular  compafs,  and  at  the  clofmg  of  the 
circle  the  extremity  of  one  line  covered  the  other, 
forming  a  narrow  winding  ftreet,  in  which  were  two 
or  three  wooden  caftles  which  filled  up  the  pafTage, 
and  were  built  for  placing  centinels.  This  was 
then  a  fufiiciint  fortification  againft  the  inhabitants  of 
the  new  world,  who  were  happily  ignorant  of  the 
methods  of  deflruftion  pradtifed  by  politer  nations. 

Cortes  being  joined  by  Davila,  fbon  drove  the 
enemy  fit>m  their  pofts,  and  then  breaking  down  a 
part  of  the  palifaaoes,  entered  without  difficulty. 
The  Indians  however  made  head  againft  the  Spaniards 
in  the  ftreets  -,  but  being  again  repulfed,  fled  in  great 
diforder  to  the  woods,  whither  Cortes  would  hot  allow 
his  men  to  purfuc  them. 

The  Indians  had  removed  their  families  and  effefls, 
and  provided  for  their  fupport  by  laying  in  a  great 
ftock  of  provifions.  Fourteen  pr  fifteen  of  the  Spa* 
niards  were  wounded,  but  the  lofs  of  the  Indians  was 
very  confiderable.  The  troops  lodged  that  night  in 
the  town,  in  which  centinels  were  pofted  with  as 
much  care  and  exa6tne(s  as  if  an  army  had  been  in 
view  J  but  the  next  day  the  country  appeared  de* 
ferted,  and  there  was  not  an  enemy  to  be  feen.  Cortes 
however  fufpefted  ttiis  ftillnefs,  and  his  apprehenfions 
increaied,  by  his  being  informed  that  Melchior  his 
interpreter,  one  of  the  Indians  taken  by  Cordova,  had 
deferred  that  very  night,  leaving  his  cloaths  hanging 
on  a  tree, 

Cortes 
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Cortes  now  fcnt  Pedro  dc  Alverado  and  Fraixcifca 
^e  Liigo  with  loo  men  each^  by  difierent  ways,  to 
view  the  country,  with  orders  to  retire  m  cafe  they 
found  an  army  in  the  field  :  but  the  latter,  after  z 
little  more  than  an  hour's  march,  fell  into  an  am-- 
inifcaide,  and  would  certainly  have  been  overpowered, 
Ibad  not  Alverado,  who  had  been  obliged  to  turn  out 
9f  his  way  by  meieting  a  marih,  heard  the  report  of 
the  fire-arms,  and  hafted  to  his  relief;  after  his  hav- 
ing firft  detached  an  Indian  of  Cuba  to  Cortes,  torn- 
form  him  of  this  event.  ■  Alverado  attacked  the  Fn-- 
dians  when  Lugo  was  m  the  greateft  diftrefs,  who, 
though  they  gave  way  at  firft,  yet  rallied  in  great 
iHinibers ;  until  at  length  Cprtes  appeared  at  a  dif: 
^nce,  and  being  obferved  by  the  Indians,  they  dif- 
>rled,  leaving  the  Spaniards  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 

?ld,  eleven  of  whom  were  wounded,  of  which'  num- 

:r  two  died. 

Some  prifoners  being  taken  on  this  occafion,  Cortes 
caufed  them  to  be  examined  fcpanaely,  by  Jerom  der" 
Aguilar,  when  they  agreed  in  declaring,  that  all  the 
qiciques  in  the  neighbouring  countries,  were  march* 
ing  to  the  afllftance  of  the  inhabitants  of  Tabafco, 
and  that  the  next  day  a  powerful  army  was  to  be  af- 
lembled  in  order  to  deftroy  the  Spaniards  at  once. 
tJpon  this  intelligence  Cortes  called  a  council,  com- 
municated to  his  captains  what  he  had  learned,  and  de- 
iired  their  advice  :  reprefcnting  the  weakncfs  of  their 
naked  enemies,  and  the  ill  confequences  that  would 
attend  their  turning  their  backs  upon  them.  Upon 
which  the  officers  unanimoully  agreed,  that  it  was 
abfolutely  neccflary  not  to  leave  the  country,  till  the 
inhabitants  were  reduced. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  to  make  the  ncceflary  difpo- 
fitions  for  a  decifive  battle  :  he  ordered  the  wounded 
^o  be  carried  on  board  -,  the  horfes  to  be  landed  ;  the 
artillery  to  be  in  rcsdincfs  •,  and  every  thing  in  order 
by  the  next  morning.  At  day-break  he  gave  the 
command  of  the  infantry  to  Diego  dc  Ordaz,  when. 

he 
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he  and  the  other  commanders  mounted  on  hoifc- 
back,  and  kept  pace  with  the  artillery,  which  mov- 
cd  very  flowly,  u-om  the  ground's  being  boggy,  till 
arriving  at  a  place  cdled  Cinthla,  about  the  diftancc 
of  a  league  from  their  quarters,  they  obfervcd  the 
Indian  army  appear  at  a  diftance,  and  in  fuch  num- 
bers, as  to  xover  the  country  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach.  , 

It  is  here  proper  to  dcfcribe  the  Indian  manner  of 
arming  themfelves,  and  coniing  to  an  engagement ; 
fince,  as  the  art  of  war  is  nearly  the  fame  m  all  parts 
of  New  Spain,  this  will  be  fufficicnt  to  give  the  reader 
fome  idea  of  their  appearance  through  the  whole  of 
this  conqucft.  Their  principal  weapons  were  bows 
and  arrows,  the  ftrings  of  the  bows  being  made  of 
the  fincws  of  beads,  or  thongs  of  deer  Ikins  twiftcd, 
and  their  arrows  pointed  with  fifti  bones.  They  had 
a  kind  of  javelins,  which  they  fometimes  threw,  and 
fomctimes  managed  like  a  pike.  They  had  alfo 
long  two-handed  wooden  fwords,  edged  with  fharp 
flints ;  fome  of  the  ftrongeft  had  clubs  pointed  with 
flints,  and  there  were  flingers  who  threw  ftoncs  with 
great  force  and  dexterity.  Their  defenfive  arms, 
which  were  worn  by  none  but  commanders  and 
perfons  of  diftinftion,  confided  of  coats  of  quilt- 
ed cotton,  breaft-platcs,  and  fliields  of  wood  and 
tortoifelhcll  adorned  with  plates  of  metal.  The  reft 
of  the  people  were  naked,  only  their  heads  were  en- 
circled with  plumes  of  feathers  ;v  and  all  of  them 
had  their  faces  and  bodies  painted  of  various  co* 
lours,  in  order  to  fl:rike  terror  into  their  enemies. 
Their  warlike  mufic  were  pipes  made  of  large 
canes,  fea-(hclls,  and  drums  made  of  the  bark  of  a 
tree,  hollowed,  which  being  beaten  with  a  ftick  af- 
forded a  very  difagrecable  found  :  they  made  their  at- 
tacks with  terrible  outcries,  to  intimidate  their  ene- 
mies, and  were  equally  eager  to  charge  or  to  jun  away. 

Such  was  the  army,  or  rather  inundation  of.  In- 
dians, which  now  poured  down  upon  the  Spaniards. 

Vot.  I.  P  Cortes 
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Cortes  polled  his  men  under  the  ihelter  of  a  rifing' 
ground  that  covered  the  rear,  and  having  placed  hi.s- 
artillery  to  the  greateft  advantage,  advanced  with 
his  fifteen  horfe  lo  a  wood,  from  whence  he  intended 
to  Tally,  and  flank  the  enemy. 

When  the  Indians  had  marched  within  a  proper 
diftance,  chey  difcharged  a  fliower  of  arrows,  and 
then  fell  upon  the  Spaniards  with  fuch  fury  and  pre- 
cipitation, that  their  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  being 
unable  to  ftop  them,  they  were  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfc  to  their  Iwords  ;  and  as  the  enemy  prelTed  on, 
the  artillery  dcllroyed  thetrj  by  whole  companies. 
But  the  Indians  fought  with  fuch  bravery,  that  the 
ball  was  no  fooncr  paflcd  than  they  doled  again, 
drowning  the  groans  of  the  wounded  by  their  out- 
cries. Cortes,  however,  with  his  15  horfe  milling 
fuddenly  from  the  wood,  broke  through  the  thickelt 
of  the  enemy,  while  they  being  amazed  and  terri- 
fied at  the  fight  of  thofe  unknown  animals,  threw 
down  their  arms  and  fled  with  precipitation.  Diego 
de  Ordaz  being  ioon  fenfible  that  the  rehef  he  ex- 
pelled was  arrived,  from  the  weak  refjftance  of  the 
Ciiemy's  van,  advanced  with  his  infantry,  till  he  came 
to  the  place  where  Cortes  and  his  captains  had  dif- 
perfed  the  enemy,  who  retreated  making  a  running 
light,  till  the  Spaniards  purfuing  them,  they  fled  in 
the  utmoft  confufion,  leaving  above  Soo  dead  upon 
the  fpot;  ihe  Spaniards  had  two  men  killed,  and- 
threefcore  and  ten  wounded. 

The  next  day  Cones  ordered  two  or  three  of  the 
Indian  officers  who  were  prifoners  to  be  brought  be- 
fore him,  and  perceiving  that  their  countenances 
had  all  the  marks  of  terror,  he  gave  them  a  courte- 
ous reception,  and  then  fct  them  at  liberty ;  giving 
them  fome  trifling  prcfents,  and  telling  them,  he 
knew  how  to  conquer  and  how  to  forgive.  This  in- 
ftance  of  his  moderation  had  fuch  an  efieft,  tliat  in 
a  few  hours  ieveral  of  the  natives  came  loaded  with 
Indian  corn,   fowls,  and  other  provifions,  as  a  pre- 
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fern  from  the  principal  cacique  of  Tabafco,  who 
by  thefc  peribns  made  piopofels  of  peace  ;  but  Jc- 
rom  dc  Aguilar  obfcrving  tliat  thefe  were  mean  peo- 
ple, Cortes,  rhougli  very  dcfirous  of  peace,  refufed 
to  admit  their  propofals,  and  lent  chcm  back  with- 
out feeing  them  ;  ordering  them,  by  his  interpreter, 
to  acquaint  their  cacique,  that,  if  he  defircd  his 
friendfhip,  he  muft  fend  perfons  of  greater  diftinc- 
tion  to  follicit  it.  The  cacique,  immediately  fenfible 
bf  his  error,  the  next  day  fent  30  of  his  principal  ' 

men,  adorned  with  plumes  and  jewels,  and  followed  1 

by  a  train  of  Indians,  who  carried  another  prcfcnt  of  ] 

the  iatne  kind  to  theSpanifh  general, 

Cortes  was  afterwards  vifited  by  the  cacique  in  J 

Iperfon,  attended  by  all  his  officers,  who  brought  ^^J 
with  them  a  prefent  of  cotton  cloths,  plumes  of  va-  ^^M 
rious  colours,  and  fome  pieces  of  gold  of  admirable  ^^B 
.  workmanfhip;  and  tlie  vifit  palled  in  protelliarions  of  ^ 
a  reciprocal  and  fincere  friendlhip.     The  next  day  the  1 

cacique  returned,  with  a  prcfent  of  twenty  Indian  wo- 
men, who  were  (killed  irl  making  bread  of  Indian  corn, 
and  drefling  other  provifions.  Among  ihei'e  women  was 
one  of  uncommon  beauty,  who  was  afierwards  baptiz- 
ed by  the  name  of  Marina,  and  became  Cortcs's  mif- 
trefs. 

The  pilots  now  hafVened  the  departure  of  the  fleet, 
and  Palm  Sunday  drawing  nigh,  Cortes  appointed 
that  day  fdr  their  embarking.  The  Spaniards  ac- 
cordingly fee  fail  for  Mexico,  coafting  along  to  the 
wcllward,  till  they  arrived  at  the  port  now  called 
St-  Juan  de  Uka,  where  they  had  no  fooncr  come 
to  an  anchor,  between  the  ifland  and  the  main  land, 
than  two  large  canoes,  called  piraguas,  came  with 
Indians  from  the  neighbouring  coall,  and  on  their 
drawing  near,  began  to  fpeak  in  a  language  which 
AguiUr  did  not  underlland  ;  a  circumltance  which 
very  much  chagrined  Cortes.  Marina  guelling  his 
concern  by  his  looks,  told  AguJlar  in  the  Yucatan 
tongue,  chat  the  people  fpoke  the  Mexican  lan- 
guage, and  Jcfircd  audience  of  the  ^lu^^iV  t:>^  0^«. 
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part  of  the  governor  of  that  province.  This  wo- 
man was  the  daughter  of  a  cacique  of  one  of  the 
provinces  fubjeft  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico,  but  in 
her  youth  had  been  carried  to  a  Mexican  garrifon, 
on  the  confines  of  Yucatan,  after  which,  by  ibme 
misfortune,  (he  became  a  flave  to  the  cacique  of 
Tabafco,  who  made  a  prcfcnt  of  her  to  Cortes.  As 
this  woman  was  not  yet  acquainted  with  the  lan- 
guage of  Spain,  fhe  interpreted  to  Aguilar  in  the 
Yucatan  tongue,  what  the  Mexican  faid,  and  he  imi* 
parted  it  to  Cortes  in  the  CaftiUian.  By  this  doubk 
interpretation  the  general  learned  that  Filpatoe  go- 
vernor, and  Teutile,  captain-general  of  that  pro- 
vince, had  fent  to  know  with  what  intention  he  came 
upon  their  coa(l: ;  when  Cortes  prefenting  them  with 
a  few  baubles,  and  treating  them  with  fome  Spanifli 
wine,  told  them,  that  he  came  as  a  friend  to  treat  of 
matters  of  great  importance  to  their  prince  and  the 
whole  empire,  for  which  purpofe  he  would  meet  the 
two  governors. 

The  Spaniards  landed  on  Good  Friday,  and  having 
got  their  horfes  and  artillery  on  (hore,  Cortes  dircft- 
ed  the  foldiers  to  cut  fafcines,  in  order  to  intrench 
themfelves,  and  to  build  a  fujfficient  number  of  huts 
to  fheltcr  them  from  the  exceflive  heat  of  the  fun. 
The  people  alfo  brought  plenty  of  provifions,  and 
fome  cotton  cloth  to  cover  the  buildings  ercdted  for 
the  officers  :  but  notwithftanding,  Cortes  kept  him- 
felf  upon  his  guard,  and  planted  his  artillery  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  command  the  country.  On  Eafter- 
day  he  was  vifited  by  Teutile  and  PiJpatoe,  attend- 
ed by  a  very  great  retinue ;  he  received  them  with 
extraordinary  ftate,  furrounded  by  his  officers  and 
foldiers.  The  firft  compliments  being  paflcd,  and 
it  being  the  hour  of  divine  fcrvice,  he  condufted 
them  to  a  large  hut,  and  ordered  Aguilar  and  Ma- 
rina to  tell  them,  that  before  he  acquainted  them 
with  the  defign  of  his  voyage,  he  ought  to  comply 
with  the  duties  of  his  religion^  and  to  recommend 

to 
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to  the  God  of  all  other  gods  the  foocefs  of  his  pro- 
pofaL  After  fervice  was  over,  Cortes  returned  to 
his  quiarters,  where  the  two  generals  Vere  entertain- 
ed at  dinner,  in  as  fplendid  a  manner  as  poflible  ;  and 
that  being  ended,  he  called  his  interpreters,  and 
with  a  determined  air  told  them,  that  he  came  to 
treat  with  the  emperor  Motezuma,  on  the  part  of 
Don  Carlos  of  Auftria,  monarch  of  the  eaft,  on 
affairs  of  great  importance,  both  with  refpe^  to 
himfelf  and  all  his  fubjeds^  for  this  reafon  it  was 
neceflary  for  him  to  appear  before  his  royal  prcfence, 
to  which  he  hoped  to  be  admitted,  with  all  the  re- 
fpe£t  due  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  king  his  mafter. 

Cortes's  guefts  appeared  alarmed  at  this  declara- 
tion, and  before  they  returned  an  anfwer,  ordered 
their  attendants  to  bring  in  the  preient  they  had 
brought  with  them.  Upon  which  20  or  go  perfons 
entered  loaded  with  provifions,  fine  cloth,  feathers 
of  various  colours,  and  a  large  box,  in  which  were 
feveral  pieces  ef  gold  curioufly  wrought.  Then 
turning  to  Cortes,  Teutile  defired  him  to  accept 
that  prefent  from  two  of  Motezuma's  flaves,  who 
had  orders  to  entertain  fuch  Grangers  as  landed  upon 
his  coaft :  but  begged  he  would  not  think  of  pro- 
iecuting  his  defign,  it  being  no  eafy  matter  to  fpeak 
with  their  prince.  To  this  Cortes  replied,  with  fome 
warmth,  that  kings  never  refufed  to  hear  the 
ambafladors  of  other  princes,  and  that  their  bufineft 
was  to  acquaint  Motezuma  with  his  arrival,  and  that 
he  was  refolved  to  fee  him  before  he  left  the 
country. 

During  this  conference,  fome  Mexican  painters 
who  came  in  the  general's  train,  were  bufily  employ- 
ed in  drawing  upon  cotton  cloths  the  fhips,  foldiers, 
arms,  anillery,  nodes,  and  every  thing  elfe  that  ap- 
peared remarkable,  which  they  introduced  into  dif- 
ferent landlkips  that  were  no  way  contemptible, 
either  for  the  drawing  or  colouring.  Thelc  pic- 
tures were  dcfigned  by  Teutile,  to  give  Motezuma 
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fome  idea,  of  what  appeared  too  cxinprdinaiy  to  bp 
fully  dcfcribed  by  words ;  but  here  and  there  were 
placed  fome  charafters,  which  feemed  to  explain  the 
pidure. 

Cortes  being  informed  of  what  thcfc  piintcrs  were 
doing,  went  cut  to  fee  theip,  when  obferving  that 
tbefe  figures  wanted  aAion  to  exprefs  the  valour  dc 
his  troops,  he  ordered  them  to  arms,  drew  them  iqi 
in  a  body*  and  commanding  the  artillery  to  be  madfe 
ready,  then  telling  Teuti&  and  Filparoe,  that  he 
would  entertain  them  after  the  manner  of  his  coun^ 
try,  he  mounted  his  horie,  with  his  captains,  who 
inarched  two  and  two,  to  the  amazement  of  the  In- 
dians, who  feeing  fuch  (lately  animals  fo  obedient 
to  their  riders,  imagined  that  there  was  fomething 
fupernatural  in  thofe  who  could  manage  them  with 
fuch  eafe  and  dexterity.  Cortes  then  divided  his 
troops  into  two  bodies,  gave  a  mock  fight,  and  at  a 
fignal  given  they  difcharged  their  muikets,  and  foon 
mtr  the  artillery ;  when  the  confufion  and  aftoniih- 
ment  of  thefe  people  were  fo  great,  that  fome  fell 
down  upon  the  sround,  others  began  to  fly,  and 
thofe  who  had  moft  prefence  of  mind  were  fixed  to 
the  fpot  with  terror  and  admiration. 

Cortes  now  endeavoured  to  diflapate  their  appre- 
heniions  by  alTuring  them,  that  thele  were  only  mi- 
litary divcrfions.  The  painters  immediately  began 
to  reprefent  the  Spaniards  armed  and  drawn  up  in 
ranks  -,  the  horfes  in  the  attitudes  of  their  exercifes, 
and  the  artillery  with  fire  and  fmoke.  Mean  while 
Cortes  returned  to  his  houfe  with  the  two  generals, 
and  after  having  made  them  aprefenr,  prepared  one 
for  Motezuma,  confiding  of  feveral  polifhed  looking 
glafles,  a  holland  fhirt,  a  cap  of  crimfon  velvet 
adorned  with  a  gold  medal,  and  a  tapeflry  chair. 

Teutile  and  Pilpatoc  at  length  fccming  much 
pleafed  with  their  enterrainment,  took  their  leave  •, 
but  retiring  only  to  a  fmall  diftancp,  held  a  conful- 
tation,  in  which  it  was  agreed  that  the  latter  ihould 

remain 


by.HSRKASDd  CORTES.      215 

nouun  on  that  Ipot  10  ofafenre  the  motions  of  the 
Spaniards.  Filpatoe's  attendants  immediately  began 
to  build  houfes,  and  a  confiderable  village  was  form* 
red  in  a  few  hours  :  but  left  Cortes  fliould  be  ofiend- 
ed  at  this  ftep,  he  fent  to  inform  him  that  he  ftaid 
there,  in  order  to  be  at  hand  to  provide  for  his  en- 
tertain ment»  and  to  fupply  his  troops  with  proyi- 
£ons.  Though  Cortes  gueflfed  his  real  intention, 
he  took  no  notice  of  his  fufpicions,  and  Pilpatoe 
continued  to  fupply  him  with  proviiions  in  great 
plenty.  Mean  while  Teutile  difpatched  meflengers 
to  Motezuma  with  an  account  of  what  had  happen- 
ed, with  the  piftures  drawn  by  his  order^  and  Cor- 
tes's  prefent. 

Motezuma  was  provided  with  a  great  number  of 
couriers,  chofen  from  the  fwifteft  of  the  Indians, 
who  were  diftributed  along  all  the  principal  roads  of 
the  kingdom,  and  i-ewards  were  paid  out  of  the 
public  treafury  to  thofe  who  firft  arrived  at  the  ap- 
pointed places.  Thefe  couriers  were  relieved  at  every 
town,  which  occafioned  all  difpatches  to  be  carried 
with  furpriling  expedition,  and  an  anfwer  was  re* 
turned  from  Mexico  within  feven  days,  though  the 
diftance  from  that  city  to  Juan  de  Ulua  amounts  to 
60  leagues.  Motezuma's  meflage  to  Cortes  was 
brought  by  Teutile  with  that  prince's  prefent, 
which  was  carried  by  100  Indians,  and  confided  of 
very  fine  cotton  robes,  and  many  coriofities  formed 
of  feathers,  where  the  beautiful  variety  of  the  co- 
Jours  wasfo  mixed  and  difpofed  by  the  fkill  of  the 
artifl:,  that  without  making  ufe  of  artificial  colours, 
or  of  the  pencij,  they  formed  <:urious  pidures,  and 
a  very  fine  imitation  of  natural  objeAs.  They  alfo 
brought  a  great  number  of  bows,  arrows,  and  tar- 
gets made  of  the  fineft  wood  ;  two  large  circular 
plates,  the  one  of  gold,  reprefenting  the  lun ;  and 
the  other  of  filver,  with  the  figure  of  the  moon  ; 
and  a  confiderable  quantity  of  precious  ftones,  pieces 
of  gold,  gold  collars,    rings,   pendants,  and  other 
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ornaments  of  the  fame  metal  in  the  fhape  of  birds 
and  beafts,  fo  curioufly  wrought,  that  the  work- 
manlbip  feemed  to  exceed  the  value  of  the  metal. 
Thefe'  feveral  articles  being  placed  in  order  upon 
mats  made  of  palm-tree  leaves,  Teutile  turned  to 
Cortes,  and  told  him  by  the  interpreters,  that  the 
great  Emperor  Motezuma  had  fent  him  thefe  things 
in  return  for  his  prefent,  and  to  fliew  how  much  he 
valued  the  firiendfhip  of  the  king  his  fovereign  ;  but 
it  was  neither  convenient  nor  poffiblc  at  that  time 
to  admit  him  to  his  court*  Cortes  returned  thanks 
for  the  prefent,  and  anfwered  that  it  was  far  from 
his  defign  to  be  wanting  in  obedience  to  Motezuma; 
but  that  he  could  not  difhonour  a  king  tkit  was  re-^r 
fpedled  amongft  the  greateft  princes  in  the  world, 
by  returning  without  fulfilling  his  orders. 

Motezuma  was  at  firft  incenfed  at  Cortes's  perfe*r 
verance  in  his  demand,  and  in  the  firft  tranfports  of 
his  refentment,  propofed  inftantly  to  deftroy  thofc 
infolent  ftrangers,  who  prefumed  to  difpute  his  will ; 
but  his  rage  no  fooner  fubfided,  than  it  was  fucceed- 
cd  by  forrow  and  confternation.  He  had  private 
councils  with  his  minifters,  public  facrifices  were 
offered  in  the  temples,  and  fuch  marks  of  diftur-. 
bance  and  confufion  were  viGble  in  his  whole  be-r 
haviour,  that  the  people  began  to  talk  without  re- 
ferve  of  fome  figns  and  prefages,  that  were  fuppofed 
to  be  indications  of  the  approaching  ruin  of  the 
empire. 

The  empire  of  Mexico  was  then  in  its  greateft 
glory,  having  under  its  dominion  a  prodigious  extent 
of  country,  governed  either  by  Motezuma  in  per-f 
fon,  or  by  many  petty  kings  or  caciques,  who  were 
his  tributaries.  It  extended  in  length  about  1500 
miles,  in  fome  places  it  was  600  broad,  and  it  was 
in  general  a  populous,  plentiful  and  rich  country. 
This  empire  from  a  very  fmall  beginning  had  rifen 
to  this  height  of  power  and  greatnefs  in  little 
rnore  than  1 30  years,  during  Y^hiqh  tipie  t^e  Mcxxr 
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cans  fubdued  all  the  neighbouring  ftates.  They 
were  at  firfl:  governed  by  a  military  chief ;  but  in 
the  progrefs  of  their  conquefts,  they  chofe  a  king, 
and  gave  the  ilipreme  dominion  to  him  who  had  the 
greateft  reputation  for^  valour,  without  paying  any 
other  regard  for  hereditary  fucceffion,  than  that  of 
preferring  thofe  of  the  royal  family,  when  they  were 
not  excelled  by  the  merit  of  another  competitor. 

.The  emperor  Motezuma,  the  fecond  of  the  name, 
and  the  eleventh  foyereign  ^  of  Mexico,  was  of  the 
royal  blood.  In  his  youth  he  had  diftingui(hed  him- 
felf  in  war,  and  obtained  the  reputation  of  a  brave 
general,  which,  together  with  his  exerting  the  art$ 
pf  popularity,  had  raifed  him  to  the  throne  by  the 
unanimous  voice  of  the  people.  He  had  reigned 
fourteen  years  when  Cortes  arrived  on  his  coaft,  and 
is  reprefented  by  the  Spanifh  writers,  perhaps  to  pal- 
Hate  the  cruelty  of  ms.  conquerors,  as  one  of  the 
greateft  tyrants  recorded  in  niftory.  Juan  Grijalva 
had  landed  in  his  dominions  the  year  before,  and  it  is 
laid  that  about  that  time  there  happened  many  prodi- 
gies which  were  fuppofed  to  pref^  the  ruin  of^  his 
empire.  1  hefe  figns  and  portents,  fome  of  which 
were  perhaps  ihventcd  by  the  difaffefted,  made  a 
very  deep  in  preOion  on  the  mind  of  Motezuma, 
9nd  difturbed  his  counfellors  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
when  they  received  a  fecond  meflage  from  Cortes^ 
they  concluded  thenifelves  to  be  utterly  ruined.  Mo- 
tezuma at  length  refolved  to  fend  another  prefent  to 
Cortes,  with  orders  to  leave  the  coaft ;  and  in  cafe 
of  his  refufal,  to  levy  a  powerful  army,  and  to  adt 
againft  him  with  all  his  forces,  s 

While  Motezuma's  court  was  employed  in  delibera- 
tions, Francifco  de  Montejo,  whom  Cortes  had  fent 
to  examine  the  coaft,  returned  from  his  cruife,  hav- 
ing found  at  the  diftance  of  fome  leagues  to  the  north- 
ward a  town  called  Quiabiflan,  fituatcd  in  a  fertile 
^d  well  cultivated  foil,  near  a  bay,  where  the  ftiips 
a)ight  ride  A%  s^ichor  in  f^fety,  vn^  the  ihelter  of 
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fome  high  rocks.  This  place  vas  about  twelve  leagues 
diftant  from  St.  Juan  de  U^ga,  ind  Cortes  was  be- 
ginning to  think  of  ccmovuig  thither,  when  his  re- 
tt^ution  was  fufpendcd  by  the  arrival  of  Teutile  with 
the  principal  captains  of  his  troops,  wlio  came  bumt- 
ing  incenl'e  to  him  in  little  perfuming  pans,  and  after 
the  ceremony  of  fumigation,  produced  Motezuma> 
i^cond  prefent,  which  confiltcd  of  the  fame  particu* 
tors  as  thofc  of  which  the  firft  had  been  compofed, 
jiu>ugh  in^  a  fnialler  quantity,    together  with  three 

ri  ftones  refembling  emeralds  to  be  prefented  tp 
king  of  Spain,  as  jewels  of  ineftimable  value. 
^hefe  were  delivered  with  exprefs  orders  to  Cortes 
d  his  followers  to  leave  the  country  without  delay  ^ 
>uttbe  Spaniards  ftill  infifting  that  they  would  fee 
riie  monarch  in  perfon,  Teutile  ftarted  up  Wlllc'mark$ 
cf  anger  and  confufion,  and  told  Cortes  that  hithertQ 
Motezuma  had  treated  him  as  a  gueft,  and  it  would 
be  his  .own  fault  if  he  was  ufcd  as  an  enemy.  He 
then,  without  waiting  for  an  anfwer,  abruptly  depart- 
.cd,  and  was  followed  by  Pilpatoe  and  the  reft  of  hi^ 
attendants. 

Cortes  immediately  ordered  the  guards  to  be  doubr 
kd,  and  the  next  day  the  Spaniards  had  the  morti- 
fication to  find  that  the  Indians  who  inhabited  Pil- 
patoe's  cabbins  were  retired ;  and  that  there  was  not 
an  Indian  to  be  feen.  The  apprehenfion  of  their 
wanting  neceffaries,  now  railed  a  Ipirit  of  difcontent 
among  the  foldiers,  which  was  fomented  by  fome  of 
them  who  were  the  friends  of  Vq^quer.  Cortes 
was  well  acquainted  with  thefe  murmurs,  but  learn- 
ing from  his  friends  that  the  majority  were  on  his 
fide,  he  appeared  before  the  malecontents  :  Diego  de 
Ordaz,  in  name  of  the  reft,  remonftrated  with  fome 
warmth,  that  as  his  forces  were  very  unequal  to  the  de* 
fign  of  fubduing  a  mighty  errpirc,  it  was  high  time 
to  return  to  Cuba,  where  they  might  be  reinforced 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  would  enable  them  to  purfue 
this  great  defign  with  fome  probability  of  fuccefs. 
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Cortes^  though  highly  provoked  at  this  advice^ 
whikch  oppofi^  all  hb  amoitious  views,  replied  witii 
great  coimpprure^  that  he  had  no  inclination  to  lay 
the  leaft  reftnunt  upon  his  foldiers,  ^d  fince  they 
were  unMrilUng  to'  proceed,  he  would  immediately 
prepare  for  their  return  to  Cuba.  He  foon  after 
gave  diredions  for.  their  reaming  to  that  ifland,  and 
ordered  the  captains  to  embark  with  their  reipe£tive 
companies,  that  they  might  be  ready  to  bH  thj&  next 
mornii^ :  but  this  declaration  wat^  no  fooner  made 
public,  than  his  emiflaries  began  to  exclaim  with  great 
warmth,  that  Cortes  had  deceived  (hem,  by  profef- 
fmg  that  he  was  refolved  to  make  a  fettlement  in 
that  country,  which  notwithftanding  their  unexpeft* 
ed  fucceis,  he  was  on  the  point  of  deferting,  and  that 
if  he  hadi  a  mind  to  abandon  the^enterprize,  he  might» 
with  filch  a^  were  willing  to  follow  him  :  for  mey 
ihould  foon-  find  another  gentleman  who  would  al^ 
fume  the  command.  This  clamour  was  fo  artfully 
managed,  that  it  brought  over  many  of  thofe  who 
had  e^ufed  the  contrary  party,  and  increafed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  fome  of  Cortes's  friends  were  obliged 
fo  interpofe,  in  order  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  difturbance 
they  themfelves  had  raifed*  Gortes  agreed  to  proceed 
with  fuch  as  were  willing ;  and  to  caufe  a  fhip  to  be 
provided  for  carrying  back  thofe  who  wanted  courage 
to  follow  him  and  his  friends.  This  reply  was  re- 
ceived with  acclamations  of  joy,  and  had  fuch  ai^ 
efFeft,  that  thofe  who  ^ve^e  diflatisfied,  carefully  con- 
cealed their  dirc9ntent. 

The  diflcnfion  among  his  men  was  no  fooner  qui* 
eted,  than  Cortes  was  vifited  by  five  deputies  fromi 
the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  a  neighbouring  province 
in  the  road  to  the  place  where  he  intended  to  remove 
his  quarters.-,  who  came  to  offer  him  the  friendfhm 
and  alliance  of  their  maftcr.  They  differed  in  their 
habit  from  the  Mexican  chiefs,  though  like  them  5 
they  had  rings  in  their  ears  and  lips,  to  which  hung 
jewels.    Cortes  gave  thcm.a  very  civil  reception,  or- 
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d6red  them  to  be  well  treated,  and  was  greatly  pleaf- 
ed  at  hearing  that  the  Zempoallans,  though  tributary 
to  Motezuma*  were  difTatisBed  with  his  yoke^  and 
icprefented  him  as  a  proud  and  cruel  prince  •,  whence 
he  forefaw,  that  he  fhould  be  able  to  engage  thefe 
people  to  facilitate  his  future  fuccefs.  He  therefore 
difmifled  the  deputies  with  prefents,  and  with  orders 
to  aflure  the  cacicjue  of  his  friendihip,  and  of  his 
paying  him  a  vifit  mhis  way  to  Quiabiflan. 

-Cortes,  in  order  to  diveft  himfelf  of  his  uneafy 
dependence  upon  Velafquez,  and  to  remove  his  want 
of  legal  authority,  laid,  in  concert  with  his  friends, 
die  plan  of  a  corporation  to  be  eftablifhed  in  fome 
place  on  the  continent,  and  feveral  perfons  were  cho- 
len  to  fill  the  offices  of  government.  Thefe  imme- 
diately appointed  a  clerk  of  the  council,  with  other 
inferior  officers,  and  having  taken  the  accuftomed 
oaths,  to  aft  according  to  the  rules  of  juftice,  and 
their  duty  to  God  and  the  king,  began  to  exercife 
their  funfrions.  The  next  morning  the  council  be- 
ing affembled,  under  the  pretence  of  confulting  the 
augmentation  and  prefervation  of  the  fettlement  to  be 
made,  which  was  to  have  the  name  of  f^illa  Rica  de 
la  Vera  Cruz^  Cortes  defired  admittance,  to  propofe 
an  affair  relating  to  the  public  welfare.  He  laid  open 
the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  difapprove  the  com- 
miflion  under  which  he  had  afted,  then  threw  upon 
the  table  what  he  had  received  from  Diego  Velaf- 
quez •,  kifled  the  truncheon-,  delivered  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  Alcalde,  and  then  retired  to  his  houfe, 
in  the  capacity  of  a  private  man.  The  council,  ac- 
cording to  a  preconcerted  agreement,  unanimouQy 
admitted  of  his  refignation,  and  with  the  fame  una- 
nimity voted  that  he  fhould  be  appointed  general  of 
the  army,  and  that  they  would  make  out  a  new  com- 
mifiion  in  the  king's  name,  to  be  in  force  till  they 
could  know  his  majefty*s  pleafure. 

Cortes  accepted  of  this  poft  with  great  refpeft, 
and  began  to  govern  the  troops  with  a  kind  of  au- 
thority 
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thority  that  fecured  the  obedieiice  of  the  foldiers. 
The  friends  of  Velafquez,  however,  could  not  dif- 
guife  their  vexation ;  but  refented  this  alteration  in 
a  very  indifcreet  manner :  they  endeavoured  to  invar 
lidate  the  authority  of  the  council ;  loudly  inveighed 
againft  the  ambition  of  Cortes  ;  and  began  to  raife  a 
diflenfion,  that  feemed  to  threaten  the.  ruin  of  the 
expedition.  Upon  this  Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Or- 
daz,  Pedro  Efcudero,  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon 
to  be  fazed,  carried  on  board  the  fleet,  and  put  in 
irons.  No  body  was  at  firft  allowed  to  vifit  them, 
but  afterward  their  friends  were  admitted,  and  among 
the  reft  fome  of  his  confidents,  who  found^  means  to 
reduce  them  to  reafon.  He  then  fuffcred  himfelf  to 
be  pacified,  and  fo  efie£tually  conciliated  their  affec- 
tions, that  they  afterwards  flood  by  him  with  un- 
fhaken  fldelity.  Cortes,  having  re-eflabli(hed  his 
authority,  now  prepared  for  leaving  this  part  of  the 
country ;  and  direding  the  ihips  to  fail  for  the  bay 
of  Quiabiflan, '  refplved  to  march  thither  by  land. 
In  a  few  hours  he  reached  the  river- of  Zempo alia, 
which  being  very  deep,  the  troops  crofTed  it  in  canoes, 
and  other  vefTels  belonging  to  fome  fifhermcn,  which 
they  found  on  the  fhore,  the  horfes  being  obliged  to 
fwim.  The  army  foon  after  arrived  at  fome  houfes  in 
the  diftrift  of  Zempoalla,  which  they  found  entirely 
abandoned :  though  the  natives  kft  in  their  temples 
feveral  idols,  with  knives  made  of  flint,  and  fome  mife- 
rable  remainsof  human  viftims-  Here  they  firfl  fawthe 
Mexican  books,  three  or  fourof  whicih  were  in  the  tem- 
ples, and  were  fuppofed  to  contain  the  rites  of  their  re- 
ligion.  Each  was  made  of  thin  vamifhed  cloth,  folded 
in  leaves  and  made  up  iftto  volumes,  refembliDg 
ours. 

Next  day  the  Spaniards  continued  their  march  j 
but  faw  not  one  pcrfon  during  the  whole  morning, 
till  entering  fome  very  agreeable  meadows  they  dif- 
covered  twelve  Indians,  who  were  coming  in  fearch 
of  Cortes,  with  a  prefent  of  fowls  and  bread  frona 
the  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  who  invited  him  to  his 
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town,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  his  trbopi; 
-Cortes  difmifTe^l  fix  of  the  Indians^  with  thanks  for 
the  hoipitality  of  their  prince,  and  detained  the  reft 
u^  guides  to  the  town,  which  they  told  him  was  at 
die  diftance  of  a  day's  jotirney. 

Zempoalla  was  a  large  city  that  afibrded  &  t^eaud- 
ful  promed.  It  was  fituated  between  two  rivers ; 
the  buildings  were  of  ftone,  whitened  on  the  out- 
fide  with  a  fort  of  ihining  lime,  which  at  a  diftance 
had  fuch  a  noble  effift,  that  one  of  the  fcouts  return- 
ed  in  hafte  to  Cortes,  crying  aloud  that  the  walls 
were  of  filvcr.  At  their  entering  it,  the  i<:|uares  and 
ftreets  were  filled  with  a  multitude  of  people  drawn 
together  by  curiofity,  and  the  cacique  himfelf  ap- 
peared at  the  gate  dT  his  palace,  fupported  by  feme 
of  his  nobles,  for  he  was  fo  extremely  fat,  that  he 
could  not  move  without  much  difficulty.  A  mande 
of  fine  cotton^  enriched  with  jewels,  was  thrown 
over  his  naked  body,  and  he  wore^  pendants  in  his 
ears  and  lips.  On  his  approaching  to  falute  Cortes, 
his  unwieldy  appearance  made  it  necefiary  for  that 
general  to  put  a  ftop  to  the  laughter  of  his  foldiers : 
he  received  Cortes  in  his  arms,  and  welcomed  both 
him  and  the  reft  of  the  captains  in  fuch  fenfible  ex- 
prefllons  as  created  refped,  and  having  defired  Cor- 
tes to  rcpofe  himfelf  after  his  journey,  told  him  that 
he  would  vifit  him  at  his  lodgings,  where  they  would 
converfe  more  at  leifure  about  their  mutual  interefts. 
The  troops  then  retired  to  the  quarters  provided  for 
them,  accommodated  with  provifions  and  other  ne- 
ccflarics. 

The  cacique  foon  after  fent  a  prefent  to  Cortes  of 
jewels,  gold  and  other  curiofities,  and  followed  this 
prefent  in  perfon,  carried  on  a  chair  on  the  fhoulders 
of  the  chief  of  his  fanlily,  and  attended  by  a  fplen- 
did  retinue.  Cortes  went  out  to  receive  him,  and 
retiring  to  a  private  apartment  with  him  and  the  in- 
terprctef^,  expatiated  upon  the  grandeur  of  the  king 
of  Spain,  and  the  errors  of  idolatry ;  telling  him 
that  the  defign  of  his  coming  with  his  valiant  trooj^s^ 
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mzs  to  redrefs  wrongs,  to  punifh  violence,  and  to 
vindicate  the  caufe  of  reafon  and  juftice.  He  art- 
fully touched  on  this  fubjed,  in  order  to  draw  him 
CO  complain  of  Motezuma^  that  he  might  difcover 
what  advantages  he  might  expeft  to  reap  from  his 
refentment  againft  that  prince;  and,  indeed,  the 
words  were  no  fboner  prcmounced,  than  he  began  to 
titter  his  complaints,  and  to  obferve  that  the  neigh- 
bouring caciques  groaned  under  the  tyranny  of  Mo- 
tezuma ;  but  concluded  with  obferving,  that  he  did 
notwilh.to  engage  Cortes  in  a  quarrel  with  fuch  a 
potent  emperor,  whofe  power  was  irrefiftible.  Cor- 
tes immediately  replied,  that  while  he  had  judice  on 
his  fide  he  ihould  pay  but  little  regard  to  Motezu-^ 
ma's  power.  In  (hort,  having  continued  the  conver- 
£sition  for  fome  time,  the  cacique  took  his  leave, 
highly  fatisfied,  while  Cortes  was  equally  pleafed  at 
the  profpeft  of  ftrengthening  his  interefi;  by  fuch  a 
powerful  alliance. 

When  the  troops  were  ready  to  march,  dicy  found 
400  Indians  provided .  to  carry  their  baggage  and 
provifions,  and  to  help  to  conduft  the  artillery. 
The  country  they  now  entered  was  fertile  and  plea- 
fant,  a  part  of  it  was  laid  out  in  corn  fields,  and  the 
reft  covered  with  trees.  They  ftaid  all  night  at  a 
little  village  they  found  deferted,  and  the  next  mornr- 
ing  arrived  at  Quiabiflan,  a  town  ftrongly  (ituated 
upon  a  rock,  with  the  avenues  to  it  narrow  and  fteep. 
But  though  this  place  was  naturally  ftrong,  they  en- 
tered it  without  oppofition,  nor  did  they  perceive 
any  perfon,  till  coming  to  a  fquare  in  which  the  In- 
dian temples  were  placed,  fourteen  or  fifteen  of  the 
natives  handfomely  adorned  with  feathers,  came  out 
to  meet  them.  Cortes  encouraged  them  by  his  afFabi- 
Kty,  and  gave  them  fome  glafs.  beads  •,  when  reco- 
vering their  fpirits,  they  inrormed  him  that  the  ca- 
cique had  retired  in  order  to  avoid  a  war,  as  he 
neither  c^hofe  to  deny  them  admittance,  nor  to  truft 
his  perfon  among  armed  troops  that  were  entirely 
uoknown  to  him^   and.  that  the  inhabitants   could 
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not  be  prevented  from  following  his  example !  btft 
that  as  foon  as  they  (bould  be  fenfible  of  the 
goodnefs  of  fuch  guefts,  they  would  return  to  their 
houfes,  and  efteem  it  their  happinefs  to  ferve  and 
obey  them.  Cortes  gave  them  the  ftrongeft  aflii- 
rances  of  his  friendfliip,  and  gave  ftrift  orders  to 
the  foldiers,  to  behave  with  great  civility  to  thcfe 
Indians^  who  ibon  (hewed  the  confidence  they  placed 
in  the. Spaniards;  for  fome  families  returned  that 
very  night,  and  in  a  little  time  the  town  was  filled 
with  its  inhabitants. 

Some  time  after,  the  cacique  himfelf  returned, 
and  was  introduced  by  the  cacique  of  Zempoalla, 
both  of  whom  were  carried  on  men's  (boulders,  and 
the  latter  made  an  handfonie  excufe  for  his  friend. 
The  converfation  turned  upon  the  tyranny  of  Mo- 
te^uma,  whom  they  reprefented  as  a  mon(i:er,  who 
not  only  impoveriflbed  them  by  the  tribute  he  de- 
manded, but  robbed  them  of  their  wives  and  daugh* 
ters,  with  whofe  blood  he  (tained  the  altars-  of  his 
gods,  after  having  facrificed  their  honour  to  more 
fliameful  purpoles. 

In  the  midft  of  their  difcourfe  they  were  interrupt- 
ed by  the  entrance  of  two  or  three  Indians  who 
feemed  to  be  in  a  great  fright,  and  whifpering  the 
(Caciques,  put  them  in  fuch  cont'ufion,  that  they 
changed  colour,  and  haftily  retired.  The  caufe  of 
this  diforder  was  inftantly  known ;  for  fix  commif- 
faries  from  Motezuma  were  feen  pa(fing  before  the 
quarters  of  the  Spaniards,  richly  adorned  with  fea- 
thers and  pendants  of  gold,  and  attended  by  a  num- 
ber of  officers  and  fervants.  Cortes  went  to  the 
gate  to  fee  them,  when  they  pafled  by  without  pay- 
ing him  the  leaft  refped,  and  with  fuch  a  contemp- 
tuous look,  that  the  foldicrs  would  have  immediate- 
ly chaftized  them,  had  they  not  been  reftraincd  by 
their  general,  who  contented  himfelf  with  fend- 
ing Marina  with  a  fufficient  guard,  to  know  the 
caufe  of  their  coming.  By  this  means  he  under- 
Hood,  that  the  commiflaries,  after  having  feated 
5  them- 
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themrdves  in  the  town-houfe,  fummoned  the  ca-^ 
ciques  to  appear  before  them ;  and  having  (harply- 
ceprimanded  them  for  prefuming  to  entertain  the  em* 
peror's  enemies,  demanded,  over  and  above  the  or- 
dinary tribute,  twenty  Indians  to  be  facrificed  to  the 
eods,  as  an  atonement  for  their  crime.  Cortes  no 
K>oner  received  this  intelligence,  than  he  ordered 
Ibme  foldiers  to  bring  the  caciques  without  noiie» 
and  telling  them,  that  he  knew  the  inhuman  pur- 
pofe  of  the  commiflaries,  which  he  would  not  fufier 
them  to  obey ;  be  defired  them  to  ailemble  their 
people  to  feize  the  Mexicans,  and  to  leave  the  reft 
to  bis  condu£t. 

The  CAciques  at  firft  refufed  to  comply  with  this 
hold  command,  till  Cortes  repeating  his  <mier  in  a 
peremptory  manner,  they  went  and  executed  it; 
and  having  fcized  Motezuma's  minifters,  put  them 
in  a  kind  of  pillory  in  their  prifons,  to  thd  great 
fatisfaAion  of  the  people,  who  demanded  that  they 
fliould  either  die  the  death  of  traitors,  or  be  inftanc- 
ly  facrificed  to  their  gods.  Cortes  however  refufed 
to  grant  this  requeft,  and  having  fecured  them  by  a 
guard  of  Spanifli  foldiers,  retired  to  his  quarters,  in 
order  to  contrive  fome  method  of  extricating  him- 
felf  from  the  difficulty  in  which  he  was  involved* 
He  was  unwilling  to  come  to  an  open  rupture  with 
Motezuma,  and  yet  thouoht  it  nece(rary  to  fupport 
the  party  he  had  already,  formed  againft  that  prince^ 
in  order  to  ,have  their  aflfiftance,  in  cafe  he  ihould 
happen  to  want  it.  In  confequence  of  thcfe  reflec- 
tions, he,  at  midnight,  fent  for  two  of  the  prifoners, 
whom  he  treated  in  a  very  obliging  manner,  told 
them  they  were  at  liberty,  and  as  he  had  reftored 
their  freedom,  they  might  aflure  their  prince  that  he 
would  fpeedily  endeavour  to  releafe  the  reft  of  their 
companions^  and  to  make  the  caciques  fenfible  of 
their  fault.  The  Mexicans  heard  this  declaratioii 
with  equal  py  and  aftonilhment,  but  durft  not  let 
out  on  their  journey,  for  fear  of  being  killed  or 
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taken  by  the  way  ^  the  Spani(h  foidiers  were  there^^ 
fore  oraered  to  condud  them  to  the  bayt  and  ofie 
^  the  Ihip's  boats  carried  them  beyond  the  diftn& 
of  Zempoalla. 

The  next  morning  the  caciques  came  to  Cortes, 
and  exprefling  great  concern  at  the  efcape  of  the 
l^ifoners,  he  received  the  news  with  the  appearance 
of  much  furprize  and  vexation ;  but  propofed^  in 
order  to  prevent  any  accident  of  the  like  kind  for 
the  future,  to  take  care  c^  the  reft  himfetf,  and  ini* 
mediately  ordered  them  to  be  carried  on  board  the 
fleet.  Thus,  by  a  duplicity  of  conduft,  without 
lofing  the  confidence  of  the  caciques,  he  conferred 
an  obligation  on  Motezuma,  the  greatnefs  of  whofe 
power  made  him  unwilling  to  provoke  his  reient'^ 
ment. 

The  nioderation  with  which  the  Spaniards  behav- 
ed towards  their  allies,  was  quickly  made  known  to 
the  neigbouring  diftri£b,  and  in  a  few  days,  Cortes 
was  vifited  by  ^bove  thirty  cackjues  of  the  moun^ 
tains  within  light  of  Quiabiflan ;  thefe  fwore  to  be 
faithful  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  offered  to  afllft 
Cortes  s^ainft  Motezuma. 

Cortes  now  reiblved  to  fettle  the  corporation  of 
Yilia  Rica  de  la  Cruz,  which  had  hiiherto  moved 
with  the  army  ;  for  which  purpofe  he  pitched  upon 
a  plain  between  Quiabiflan  and  the  fea,  where  the 
foil  was  extremely  fertile^  well  watered  with  ri- 
vers, and  abounding  with  trees,  that  were  commo- 
dioufly  fituated  for  the  cutting  of  timber  for  build- . 
ing.  They  began  with  kying  the  foundation  of  a 
church,  and  the  Spaniards,  being  aflTifted  by  their 
Indian  friends,  both  that  and  the  houies  were  loon 
eredted ;  for  the  officers,  and  even  Cortes  himfeUv 
fot  an  example  to  the  reft,  by .  performing  the  moft 
difficult  work :  by  this  means  the  town  was  ibon 
compleated,  and  encompafled  with  a  mud  wall,  fuf- 
fkient  to  defend  it  againft  all  the  methods  of  attack 
Vfed  by  the  Indians* 
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tn  the  mean  time,  Moteuima  being  informed  chat 
i»e  cacique  of  Zempoalla,  whole  fidelity  was  fu&* 
peAed,  had  admitted  the  ftrangers  into  his  town  ^ 
refolved  not  only  to  chaftize  this  rebellious  tributary, 
but  to  march  in  peribn  againft  the  Spaniards.  But. 
his  preparations  for  this  enterprize  were  fufpended' 
by  the  arrival  of  the  two  Indians,  who  had  been  re- 
leafed  by  Cdrtes.  Thefe  gave  an  account  of  their 
imprifonment  i  of  their  owing  their  liberty  to  the  cap- 
taia  of  the  ftrangers ;  of  his  courteous  treatment^ 
and' the  mefiage  he  had  ordered  them  to  deliver: 
Upon  which  Motezuma's  anger  was  mitigated,  aridr 
he  rdblved  to  have  again  recourie  to  negotiation. 

The  Mexican  ambaflfadors  arrived  juft  as  the  new 
ietdement  and  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz  was  compleated. 
Thefe  were  twp  young  men  who  were  the  emperor's 
nephews,  attended  by  four  ancient  caciques,  who 
were  to  ferve  as  counfellors.  They  had  a  fplendid 
retinue,  and  the  prefent,  which  confifted  of  gold^ 
firathers  and  cotton,  was  valued  by  the  Spaniards  at 
2000  pieces  of  eight.  They  told  Cof  tes  that  the  em-r 
peror  was  determined  to  chaftize  the  caciques,  till 
the  account  he  had  received  of  his  behaviour  had 
induced  him  to  fufpend  his  vengeance ;  that  he  how« 
ever  hoped  he  would  foon  quit  that  country,  fince 
the  obftacles  which  oppofed  his  coming  to  court, 
were  in  their  own  nature  unfurmountable. 

Cortes,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  received 
the  prefents  made  him  by  the  emperor,  with  great 
refpeft,  and  ordering  the  four  imprifoned  officers  to 
be  brought  afiiore,  delivered  them  to  the  ambafia- 
dort;  obferving,  that  he  was  highly  pleafed  at  hav- 
ing fuch  an  opportunity  of  ftiewing  his  regard  to 
the  emperor :  that  he  thought  the  infolcnce  of  the 
caciques  in  fome  meafure  excufable ;  from  the  ex« 
travagant  behaviour  o]f  the  ofiicers  themfclves,  who 
not  latisfied  with  the  ufual  tribute,  had  the  inhuma- 
nity to  demand  twenty  Indians  for  their  facrifices. 
That  he  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  tha  caciques 
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for  admitting  and  entertaining  him  in  their  territo- 
ries, ,  and  therefore  could  not  help  interceding  with* 
Motezuma  on  their  behalf;  efpecially  as  .they,  to- 
gether with  the  caciques  of  the  mountains,  were 
now  in  a  peculiar  manner  under  his  protection : 
chat  he  would  communicate  the  particulars  of  his 
embafly  when  he  (hould  appear  in  the  emperor's  pre- 
fence ;  and  that  no  impediments  or  danger  (hould 
prevent  his  receiving  that  favour.  With  this  refo- 
luto  anfwer,  and  fome  prefents  to  the  ambaffadors, 
and  others  for  Motezuma,  he  difmifled  them,  greats 
ly  diflatisfied  at  his  obftinacy. 

Not  long  after  thefe  tranfaftions,  the  cacique  of 
Zempoalla  came  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  told  Cortes,  that 
the  time  was  now  come  for  him  to  proteA  his  coun- 
try againft  the  Mexicans,  who  had  arrived  at  iZim- 
patzingo,  whence  they  made  excurfions  into 'his  dif- 
tridb,  deftroying  the  corn  fields,  and  committing 
other  afts  of  hoftility.  Cortes  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  fupport  his '  new  allies,  and  that  it  would 
not  become  him  to  fuffer  the  infolence  of  the  Mexi-.^ 
cans  in  a  manner  within  his  (ight.  He  therefore 
defired  the  cacique  to  provide  Indians  to  carry  his 
baggage,  and  draw  his  artillery ;  which  being  done, 
he  fet  out  at  the  head  of  400  Spaniards,  leaving  the 
reft  in  the  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz.  On  his  paffing  by 
Zempoalla,  he  was  joined  by  2000  armed  Indians, 
aflfembled  by  the  cacique,  to  ferve  under  him  in  this 
expedition.  The  fame  night  he  quartered  his  troops 
three  leagues  from  Zimpazingo,  and  the  next  day 
in  the  afternoon  difcovered  the  town,  fituated  on  the 
top  of  a  fmall  hill  among  great  rocks,  which  con-* 
cealed  part  of  the  buildings,  and  rendered  it  difficult 
of  accefs. 

The  Spaniards  with  much  fatigue  paflcd  over 
the  rocks,  without  meeting  with  the  leaft  refiftance^ 
but  juft  as'  thpy  were  preparing  to  attack  the  town, 
in  fcveral  places  at  once,  eight  ancient  priefts  ap^ 
peared,  clothed  in  black  mantles  that  reached  to 
4  -  the 
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the  ground,  the  upper  part  gathered  about  the  neck« 
and  a  piece  hanging  loofe  in  the  form  of  a  hood : 
they  had  long  hair  which  was  clotted,  and  their  hands 
and  faces  flained  with  the  blood  of  human  facrifices. 
Thefe  men  approached  the  general  with  marks  of  the 
moil  humble  fubmiflion,  and  foon  convinced. him 
that  he  had  been  impofed  upon ;  fince  Motezuma*3 
troops  had  retired  fome  time  before,  and  that  this 
was  only  an  artiBce  of  his  allies  who  were  their  inve* 
tcrate  enemies,  in  order  to  make  him  the  inftrument 
of  their  dcftruflion.  '  Cortes  being  provoked  at  the 
deceit,  ordered  the  captains  Olido  and  Alverado  to 
march  with  their  companies,  and  afTemble  the  In- 
dians, who  had  ^vanced  before  to  get  into  the  town. 
They  were  now  bufy  in  plundering  it,  and  making 
prifoners,  and  being  brought  into  his  prefence,  loaded 
with  booty,  and  followed  by  the  miferable  inhabi-r 
tants  crying  aloud  for  juftice,  he  commanded  them 
to  deliver  up  the  goods  to  the  priefts,  that  they  might 
reftore  them  to  the  proper  owners.  Then  calling  for 
the  Zempoallan  captains,  told  them  with  a  threaten- 
ing voice,  that  they  had  forfeited  their  lives  by  their 
prefumption,  in  engaging  him,  by  deceit,  to  compafs 
their  revenge.  Having  reprimanded  the  Zempoallans^ 
he  ordered  them  to  lodge  without  the  town,  while  he 
himfclf  entering  it  with  the  Spaniards,  was  received 
with  the  applaufes  due  to  a  deliverer,  and  vifited  by 
the  cacique,  with  others  in  that  neighbourhood,  who 
voluntary  acknowledged  themfelves  fubjed  to  the 
king  of  Spain.  He  now  fprmed  a  fcheme  for  rccon* 
ciling  thefe  Indians  and  the  Zempoallans,  which  he 
had  the  happinefs  to  eSe£t  1  and  having  made  them 
friends,  he  returned  to  Vera  Cruz,  leaving  bis  repu- 
tation and  intereit  highly  advanced  by  the  iffue  of 
this  expedition,  which  he  had  too  credubufly  un« 
dertaken  i  and  thus,  like  a  confummate  politician^ 
he  made  even  hU  very  errors  contribiHe  to  his  grand 
defign. 

0.3  Oa 
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.  On  bis  return,  he  found  the  caciques  of  Zempoalh^ 
waiting  for  him  at  foine  diftancc  from  the  toorn,  with 
a  large  quantity  of  provifions  for  the*  refre(hnient  of 
the  ar-my ;  when  obieiving  that  chief  appeared  aihamed 
of  his  conduA,  he  aflured  him  that  he  had  laid  afide 
his  difpleafure,  and  they  having  entered  the  town  tOr 
gether,  the  cacique  made  him  a  prefent  of  eight  of 
mt  moil  beautiful  virgins,  who  were  of  good  ft* 
milies :  they  were  adorned  with  gold  necklaces  an4 
pendants,  and  attended  by  feveral  women  fervants. 
Seven  of  thefe  the  cacique  alloted  for  the  c^tains, 
and  the  oth^r  being  his  oWn  niece,  he  recommende4 
as  a  wife  to  Cortes,  in  order  that  their  friendship 
might  be  ftrensthened  by  the  ties  of  blood.  The 
general  returned  him  thanks,  and  let  him  know  that 
it  was  unlawful  for  a  Spaniard  to  marry  any  woman 
who  was  an  idolater,  and  took  this  opportunity  of 
declaring  againft  their  idolatry  and  fuperftition. 

Soon  after  the  ^mpoallans  aflembled  in  one  of 
their  moft  folemn  feftiyals,  in  order  to  offer  human 
facriBces,  which  were  performed  with  horrible  cerc-^ 
monies  -,  when  the  wretched  victims  being  cue  to 
pieces  were  fold  to  the  people  as  facred  food.  Cortes 
being  foon  informed  of  this  affiiir,  was  filled  with  in- 
dignation, and  forgetting  every  other  motive,  ordered 
th^  cacique  and  principal  Indians,  who  attended 
him,  to  be  brought  before  him,  and  with  them  pro- 
ceeded to  the  temple,  followed  by  his  troops.  The 
priefts  being  informed  of  his  approach,  immediately 
fan  to  the  gate,  and  with  loud  and  hideous  outcries 
called  the  people  to  the  defence  of  their  gods.  A| 
which  fome  armed  Indians  pofted  themfelves  in  the 
avenues  of  the  temples ;'  whpn  Cones  feeing  the  in- 
habitants aflembling  in  great  numbers,  ordered  Ma- 
rina to  tell  them  aloud,  that  the  fir(t  ftrrow  they  (hould 
iet  fly,  he  would  order  the  throats  of  the  cacique  and 
all  the  principal  Indians  in  his  power  to  be  cut,  and 

?*^cn  punifli  tneir  prefumption  with  fire  and  iWord. 
he  cacique  trembled  at  this  dre^ul  menace,  and 
conv- 
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commafidtDg  them  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  retire^ 
they  obeyed  with  the  utmdft  expedition.  Cortes  then 
began  to  declaim  agaanft  the  barbarity  and  abfurdity 
of  their  religion^  ani  at  fengtfa  propofed  to  the  In*- 
dians,  that  they  themfelves  (hould  afcend  the  ftepa» 
and  overthrow  the  idols  with  their  own  hands :  but 
proftrating  themfelves  upon  the  ground,  they  declared 
with  tears  and  the  moft  dreadful  lamentations,  that 
they  would  fufifcr  all  the  extremeft  tortures  he  could 
invent,  rather  than  be  guilty  of  committing  fuch  an 
impious  facrilege.  Cortes  giving  the  command  to  his 
foldiers,  the  idols  were  in  an  inftant  thrown  down  and 
broken  to  pieces ;  while  the  Indians  ftood  motionlefa 
with  horror,  every  moment  expelling  to  fee  the  im- 
mediate vengeance  of  heaven  fall  on  thcfe  impious 
men  :  but  at  length'  perceiving  that  they  remained 
unhurt,  and  that  the  gods  were  unable  to  defend 
themfelves,  their  horror  fubfided,  and  changed  into 
fuch  contempt,  that  they  themfelves  joined  with 
the  Spaniards  in  burning  the  fragments  of  their 
idols ;  and  the  next  day  mafs  was  celebrated  in  that 
very  temple* 

The  Spaniards  now  returned  to  Vera  Cruz ;  an4 
the  fame  day  they  reached  that  new  colony,  a  veflcl 
arrived  from  Cuba,  commanded  by  Francifco  de 
Salcedo,  which  brought  Captain  Luis  Martin,  ten 
foldiers,  and  two  horfes.  By  thefe  gendemen  the 
general  was  informed,  that  Velafquez  had  obtaintod 
the  title  of  King's  Lieutenant  of  the  ifland  of  Cubat 
with  a  commiflion  to  trade  and  make  (ettlements  in 
the  new  difcovered  countries,  and  that  he  was  re- 
folved  to  put  a  (top  to  Cortes's  proceedings.  Upon 
this  information,  the  latter  was  determined  to  lay  the 
affair  before  the  king :  at  his  deflre  the  council  of 
Vera  Cruz  wrote  a  particular  account  of  the  expe- 
dition, and  of  Veldquez's  injurious  behaviour  to- 
wards him  \  befeeching  his  majefty, .  in  confideration 
of  his  great  merit,  to  grant  him  the  comtniflion  of 
papcain-general,  that  he  might  ex^rt  himfclf  in  the 
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iervice  '6f  his  country,  without  having  any  dcpen- 
dancc  on  the  governor  of  Cuba.  Thefe  difpatches 
were  committed  to  Alonzo  Hernandes  Portocarren^ 
and  Francifco  Montejo :  but  Cortes  thinking  that  the 
fifth  part  of  the  gold  they^  had  collefted  would  be  but 
a  trifling  prefent  for  the  king,  prevailed  with  the 
officers  and  foldiers  to  refign  their  (hares ;  accordingly 
the  above  officers  embarked  for  Spain  on  the  1 6th  of 
July  1519,  and  carried  alfo  a  particular  prefent  frona 
Hernando  to  his  father  Martin  Cortes. 

Thefe  deputies  had  been  but  juft  fent  to  Spain, 
when  fome  of  the  friends  of  Velafquez  privately  con- 
certed the  means  of  efcaping  to  Cuba,  in  order  to 
give  intelligence  to  Velafquez  of  thefe  proceedings. 
For  this  purpofe  they  had  fecUred  one  of  the  veffels  % 
but  in  the  very  night  when  they  were  going  to  em- 
bark, one  of  the  accomplices  went  to  Cortes,  and 
informed  him  of  the  whole  fcheme.  He  took  his 
xneafures  with  fuch  fuccefs,  that  he  feized  all  the  per- 
fons  concerned ;  who  being  brought  to  their  trial,  two 
of  the  ringleaders  were  condemned  to  be  hanged, 
others  to  other  punifhments,  and  the 'reft  were  par- 
doned, '..       y^ 

Cortes  being  very  ffiuch  difturbed  at  this  confpi- 
racy,  which  might  again  break  out  ib  as  to  difconcert 
his  whole  fcheme,  formed  a  refolution,  that  at  once 
evinced  the  greatnefs  and  intrepidity  of  his  mind : 
this  was  to  deftroy  the  (hips,  that  the  foldiers  being 
deprived  of  all  means  of  cfcape,  might  aft  with 
greater  ardour  and  unanimity,  trom  their  having  no 
other  choice  but  to  conquer  or  die.  Having  com- 
inunicated  this  important  fcheme  to  his  confidents, 
they  exerted  thcmfclves  amongft  the  foldiers  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that  they  themfclves  went  to  perfuade  him 
,to  agree  to  it.  Orders  were  accordingly  given  for 
bringing  on  fhore  the  iron  work,  anchors,  fails,  and 
every  thing  that  might  be  of  ufe,  and  then  to  fink 
them  all,  except  the  boats,  which  were  referved  for 
fiOiing. 

.But 
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But  no  fooner  had  Cortes  taken  this  extraordinaqr 
ftep,  than  all  the  advantage  of  it  feeoied  to  be  d6- 
ftroyed  by  an  accident  that  could  not  poffibly  be  forOi^ 
feen,  and  which  it  was  therefore  impoflible  for  him 
to  avoid.  This  was  the  arrival  of  a  fmall  iquadron 
upon  the  coaft,  of  which  he  received  advice  by  an 
exprefs  from  Juan  dc  Efcalante.  He  immediately 
went  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  at  his  arrival  perceived  one 
of  the  veiiels  at  anchor  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from 
the  ihore,  where  were  landed  three  Spaniards,  one  of 
whom  was  a  public  notary.  Cortes  went  to  thent 
with  a  fmall  party,  when  the  notary  delivered  to  him 
a  writing,  which  contained  in  fubilance,  that  the  go* 
vemor  of  Jamaica  laid  claim  to  a  part  of  that  country^ 
and  therefore  fent  to  inform  Cortes,  that  he  was  not 
to  make  a  fettlement  there.  Cortes  declined  taking 
the  paper,  and  very  mildly  told  him,  that  it  would 
be  better  if  Capcain  Pineda,,  who  he  underftood  was 
the  commander  of  the  fquadron,  would  come  on 
ihore,  in  order  that  they  might  adjuft  the  afiair  in  an 
amicable  manner.  But  finding  tjut  nobody  came,  he 
diredted  three  of  his  men  to  put  on  the  prifoners 
cloaths,  and  to  go  down  to  tkt  fea-Iide,  wnere  they 
were  to  make  iignals  with  fneir  cloaks.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  (tracagem  a  boat  came  off  from  the 
Jhip  with  twelve  men  well  armed,  and  four  men  land^^ 
ing,  with  an  Indian,  advanced  toward  them.  By 
which  ftratagem  he  got  thefe  into  his  hands ;  but  the 
boat's  crew  rowed  back  to  the  veflel,  which  foon  after 
weighed  anchor  and  flood  to  fea.  Thefe  men  readily 
inlifted  under  him,  and  Cortes  returned  with  a  (mall 
recruit  of  feven  Spaniards,  which  was  then  efteemed 
a  very  confiderable  reinforcement. 

Having  formed  his  little  army,  and  appointed  an 
advanced  party  to  reconnoitre,  Cortes  besan  his 
march  toward  Mexico,  on  the  i6th  of  Auguu  15 199 
and  in  the  way  was  kindly  entertained  at  the  towns 
belonging  to  the  confederates,  in  each  .of  which  places 
he  ercdai  a  crofe,  and  exhorted  the  ppople  to  forbear 
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oSering  human  facrifices.     They  now  entered  up 
the  rough  pare  of  the  mountains,  where  they  v 
obliged  to  march  for  three  days  over  rocks  and  [ 
cipices,  in  cold  and  rainy  weather,  without  any  thing 
to  flicltcr  ihemielves  from  the  inclemency  of  the  air. 

They  next  entered  into  the  large  and  populous 
province  of  Zocathlan,  where  in  a  valley  at  the  foot 
of  a  mountain,  was  a  city  of  the  fame  name,  in  which 
the  cacique  refided.  Cortes  fent  two  Zempoallans  to 
inform  this  prince  of  his  arrival,  who  loon  returned 
with  a  favourable  anfwer.  The  cacique  came  out  of 
the  city  with  a  great  retinue,  and  received  the  £>e- 
oeral  with  a  kind  of  forced  civility.  The  Spaniards 
here  found  very  incommodious  quarters  -,  Cortes, 
however,  concealed  his  refentment,  in  order  to  give 
that  prince  no  opportunity  of  engaging  him  in  hofti- 
lities  th»t  would  inevitably  obrtruft  his  march. 

The  next  day  the  cacique  vifited  Cortes  at  his 
quarters,  when  the  latter  received  him  with  great 
civility,  and  among  other  queftions,  aflced  whether 
ht  wa8  fubjeft  to  the  emperor  of  Mexico  ?  when  the 
other  replied,  Is  there  any  man  upon  earth,  who  is 
not  a  (lave  to  Motezuma  ?  To  which  Cortes  fcorn- 
fuUy  replied.  That  he  hiftilelf,  and  thofe  who  accom- 
panied him,  obeyed  another  king  who  had  many 
(iibjefts  more  powerful  than  Motezuma.  But  the 
pacique,  without  attending  to  thtfe  words,  proceeded 
todilplay  the  grandeur  of  his  emperor ;  the  provinces 
under  his  dominion,  he  faid,  were  innumerable,  and 
obferved  that  he  had  many  lords  who  ferved  bare-fooc 
in  his  palace,  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the  ground; 
adding,  that  he  refided  in  the  largeft,  moft  beautiful, 
and  ftrongeft  city  in  ihp  univerfe,  founded  in  the 
midft  of  lakes. 

Cortes  cafily  difcovered  the  intent  of  this  difcourfe, 
which  had  been  dictated  by  the  court  of  Mexico,  to 
deter  him  from  proceeding;  but  feemtng  not  to  pe- 
netrate into  his  defign,  he  replied  that  he  was  already 
informed  of  Moiezuma's  grandeur,  and  that  his  em- 
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hafly  being  peaceable,  his  men  were  apptMntcd  r«her 
to  (hew  his  auchoriiy,  than  as  a  martial  guard  %  but 
yet  the  moft  inconfidcrable  Spaniard  was  able  to  over- 
throw a  whole  army  of  Indians.  That  he  fought  for 
peace  1  but  if  he  was  compelled  to  engage  in  war,  he 
would  dcllroy  his  enemies  with  fire  and  fword ;  for 
nature  would  affift  him  with  her  prodigies,  and 
heaven  with  its  lightning.  This  rodomontade  had  it 
furpriling  cffeft,  and  the  cacique  was  fo  over-awed 
by  it,  that  he  entirely  altered  his  conduft,  and  fup- 
plied  the  Spaniards  with  provifions  in  great  plenty, 
during  the  five  days  Cortes  Ibid  there. 

Cortes  now  proceeded  on  his  march  to  the  province 
of  Tlafcala,  that  bordered  upon  Zocathlan,  and  for 
fevera!  days  nothing  confiderable  happened  :  but 
afterward  hearing  that  the  whole  country  was  in 
arms,  he  rcfolvcd  to  halt  at  a  fniall  town  called 
Xacazingo,  till  he  fhould  be  better  informed  of  their 
dcfigns. 

The  province  of  Tlafcala  was  about  50  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  though  the  land  was  mountainous 
and  uneven,  it  abounded  with  inhabitants.  The  ca- 
pital was  built  upon  different  eminences.  The  peo- 
ple at  firit  were  governed  by  kings,  till  growing  weary 
of  their  tyranny,  they  (hook  oft"  the  yoke,  and  formed 
thcmfclves  into  a  regular  commonwealth. 

To  this  republic  Cortes  fent  four  of  the  principal 
Zempoallans,  who  were  fully  inftrufted  by  AguiUr 
and  Marina,  how  toaddrefs  the  Senate,  in  demanding 
a  paflage  for  the  Spaniards  through  their  territories. 
They  inllantly  put  on  the  appearance  of  ambalTadors, 
each  wearing  on  his  (houlder  a  wreathed  cotton-tippet 
knotted  at  the  ends ;  in  the  right  hand  a  large  arrow, 
and  on  the  left  arm  a  target,  formed  of  lortoife-lliell. 
Upon  ihcfe  occafions,  when  the  purport  of  the  em- 
baJ3y  was  war,  the  feathers  of  the  arrow  were  red ; 
but  when  their  errand  was  peace,  they  were  white. 
}}y  thffe  fymbols  the  ambalTadors  were  known  and 
rcfpcdcd 
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refpeAcd  on  the  high  roads ;  but  Sf  they  turned  afide 
they  forfeited  their  privileges. 

Cortcs's  four  envoys  on  their  entering  Tlafcala, 
were  conducted  to  a  houfe  fet  apart  for  the.  reception 
of  ambafladors,  and  the  next  day  brought  into  the 
fenate.  After  a  Ikort  conference,  the  fenators  told 
the  ambafladors,  that  they  gracefully  received  the 
falmation  of  the  confederates;  but  muft  deliberate 
upon  the  anfwer  to  be  returned  to  the  ftrangers.  The 
Indians  then  retired  to  their  lodging,  when  Cortes's 
demand  produced  very  obftinate  debates,  feme  in- 
filling upon  repelling  him  by  force  of  arms,  and 
others  propofing  a  compliance  wi:h  his  requeft.  The 
chief  of  thofe  who  efpoufed  pacific  fentiments  was  an 
old  fenator  named  Magifcatzen,  a  perfon  of  great  au* 
thority  in  the  republic,  who  reminded  them  of  a  pro* 
phecy,  that  an  invincible  race-  of  men  would  come 
from  the  eaft,  with  fuch  dominion  over  the  elements, 
that  they  (hould  form  floating  cities  upon  the  feas, 
and  ufe  fire  and  air  to  fubdue  the  earth.  Thefe 
ftrangers  he  alleged  were  certainly  the  people  fore^ 
told ;  and,  that  as  they  only  defired  a  paf&n  through 
their  country,  they  could  not  refufe  it  without  being 
guilty  <^  incivility  to  thofe  who  had  never  injured 
themi,  nor  without  difrefpeA  to  their  allies,  by  whom 
they  were  fo  warmly  recommended. 

Magifcatzen's  fpeech  was  received  with  appiaufe ; 
but  the  favourable  difpoHtions  he  infpired  were  in- 
tirely  changed  by  the  interpofition  o£  Xicotencal  their 
general,  a  young  man  animated  by  ambition,  who 
ridiculed  the  prophecy,  and  reprefented  the  Spaniards 
■as  common  men,  whofe  veflels  and  arms  were  pro- 
duced by  human  art,  whofe  valour  was  not  uncom* 
mon,  and  whofe  pride,  cruelty,  and  avarice,  were 
intolerable.  He  therdbre  earneftly  intreated  that 
they  would  allow  him  to  aflemble  the  forces,  and  ex- 
terminate them  at  once,  as  the  opprefibrs  of  their 
country  and  the  enemies  of  their  religion. 

Thcfc 
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Thefe  arguments  had  great  weight  with  a  pcofAe- 
atnbitious  of  military  glory :  they  therefore  ordetcd- 
their  general  to  try  his  ftrength  with  the  Chriftians,  • 
but  detained  the  ambafiadors.  1 

Cortes  having*  watted  eight  days  for  the  return  of: 
his  ambalTadors,  determined  to  continue  his  march, 
towards  the  city  of  TIafcala,  that  in  cafe  they  were 
icfolved  on  hoftilhies,  he  might  attack  them  before 
they  were  joined  by  their  allies ;  by  which  prudent: 
refolution  he  prevented  their  obtaining  time  to  guard > 
a  ftrong  ftone  wall  which  was  20  feet  thick,  and  ,9 
feet  high,  with  a  parapet  upon  the  top  :  it  reached 
crofs  the  valley,  extending  from  one  mountain  co: 
another,  and  had  no  other  entrance  but  in  the  mid-». 
dl^,  where  the  two  ends  circularly  crofled  each  other 
for  the  fpace  of  ten  paces,  and  might  have  eafily  beea 
defended    againft    all    invaders.       The    Spaniards 
having  paflfed  this  wall  without  oppofition,  marched 
in  good  order  with  their  artillery  ready,  and  with  ad* 
vanced  parties  to  prevent  furprize.     Thefe  parties  at 
length  difcovered  20  or  30  Indians  at  a  confiderable 
diiUnce,  who  by  their  plumes  appeared  to  be  fbldiers. 
The  Indians  took  to  their  heels,  till  having  joined  the 
main  body,  which  was  at  fome  diftance,  they  faced 
about,  and  ftood  in  a  pofture  of  defence.     At  this 
inflant  the  Spaniih  infantry  came  up,  formed  themr 
felves  into  a  battalion,  and  with  the  iirft  volley  of  the 
fire-arms  threw  the  Indians  into  diforder.     Of  thia- 
thc  Spaniards  taking  advantage  fell  upon  them  with, 
fuch  refolution,  that  in  a  (hort  time  they  quitted  the 
field. 

Proceeding  on  their  march  the  next  day,  they  were 
oppofed  by  a  larger  body  of  the  enemy,  which  ad« 
vanced  with  great  noife,  and  having  difcharged  a 
flight  of  arrows  and  a  large  quantity  of  (lones  from 
their  Qings,  retreated,  making  a  Jcind  of  running 
fight ;  but  Cortes  imagining  that  this  retreat  was  odki 
ly-  a  (Iratagem,  followed  in  clofe  order,  till  having 
reached  the  top  of  a  hill  he  difcovered  a  plzin^  where 
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was  an  army  of  about  40,000  men^  oompofed  bi 
various  nations,  diftingut(hcd  hjxhc  colours  of  tbctr 
enfigoaaod  phimes.  The  Spaniards  baldly  marched 
down  the  hill ;  formed  on  the  even  ground,  and' 
mo^edon  to  the  attack,  while  the  Indians  ftill  retvod^ 
tilt  finding  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  hill,  they 
opened  to  the  right  and  left,  and  ran  furioufly  .ta 
occupy  the  ground  on  both  fidiea,  and  then  dofmg  in. 
a  circle,  runx>unded  the  Spaniards,  who  found  it  ne<- 
oefiary  to  throw  themfelyes  into  an  hollow  fquare,  in- 
order  to  fuftaia  the  fury  of  the  aflailants.  The  air 
was  foon  darkened  with  the  arrows,  darts  and  ftones^. 
which  fell  upon  the  Spaniards,  tUl  the  Indians  ob-^ 
ferving'  the  little  c(k&  of  thefe*  miflfive  weapon^ 
boldly  attacked  them  with  their  pikes  and  fwords. 
But  the  artillery  fwcpt  down  whole  companies ;  the 
finall  arms  killed  them  in  heaps^  and  Cortes  breaking' 
in  among  them  with  his  borfe,  (le^  and  trampled 
under  foot  all  that  came  in  his  way.  During  the 
battle  Pedro  de  Moron,  who  was  mounted  on  horfe* 
back,  was  furrounded  and  taken  by  the  Indians  after 
having  received  feveral  wounds  ^  but  though  he  was 
(bon  releafed  by  the  reft  of  the  cavalry,  his  horfe  was 
killed. 

The  Spaniards  being  gready  fatigued,  began  to  be 
dubious  of  fuccefs^  when  the  cries  of  the  enemy  fud- 
denly  ceafed,  and  this  filence  was  followed  by  the 
noife  of  horns  and  drums  ibundins  a  retreat.  The 
enemy  then  moving  off  flowly,  left  the  field  to  the 
Chriftians :  b\it  notwithftanding  the  lofs  of  moft  of 
their  officers,  they  entered  their  quarters  in  triumph, 
mith  the  horfe*s  head  carried  as  a  trophy  before  the 
general^  who  fent  it  to  Tlafcala,  where  it  was  facri* 
ficed  with  extraordinary  folemnity  in  one  of  the  tem« 
pies.  Nine  or  ten  of  the  Spanifh  foldiers,  and  many 
of  the  Zempoallans,  who  were  fired  by  the  example 
of  the  Spaniards,  were  wounded  in  this  battle,  which 
was  no  fooner  over,  than  Cortes  obferving  a  fmail 
town  on  an  eminence  that  con^manded  the  country, 
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marched  thither,  and  bad  thclktisfadion  of  finding  || 
well  fupplied  with  provifions. 

The  fentiments  of  the  Tlafcalans  were  ftill  divided) 
for  while  fome  cried  out  for  peace,  others  wtrre  equalljr 
eager  for  continuing  the  war :  Xicotenc^  demanded 
fupplies  to  rf  vciage  the  lofa  they  had  fuffered,  and 
one  of  the  confederates  arriving  at  the  fame  time 
with  io,ooQ  men»  this  fuccour  encouraged  them  to 
profecute  the  war  with  frelh  vigour.  In  the  mean 
time  the  four  Zempoallan  ambailadors  returned  by 
different  ways  to  the  Spaniards,  and  informed  Cortes^ 
that  as  ibon  as  Xicotencal  took  the  field,  they  were 
put  in  a  prifon,  and  deftined  by  the  Tlafcalans  as  fa- 
crifices  to  the  God  of  war,  but  that  they  had  happily 
£ound  means  to  make  their  efcape. 

Though  a  profound  ftillnefs  reigned  throughout  the 
country,  Cortes  was  far  from  imagining  that  he  was 
out  of  danger ;  he  therefore  reiblved  to  maintain  his 
poft  -,  but  forefecing  that  the  Indians  would  interpret 
his  inadion  as  proc^ing  from  fear,  he  refolved  the 
next  morning  to  reconnoitre  the  country,  in  order  to 
cain  intelligence ;  and  therefore  marched  out  with  aU 
his  horfe  and  200  foot,  which  equally  confifted  of 
Spaniards  and  Zempoallans.  He  advanced  as  far  ^ 
fome  villages  in  the  road  to  Tlafcala,  where  he  found 
great  (lore  of  provifions,  and  made  icveral  prifoners, 
by  whom  he  was  informed  that  Xicotencal  was  en- 
camped about  two  leagues  from  thence,  and  em- 
ployed in  recruiting  and  augmenting  his  army. 

The  Zempoallans  being  now  highly  incenfed  againft 
the  Tlafcalans,  Cortes  permitted  them  to  deftroy  the 
country  with  fire  and  fword,  and  then  returned  to  the 
camp,  where  he  kt  at  liberty  all  his  prifoners,  and 
among  thofe  who  had  been  taken  the  day  before,  he 
chofe  two  or  three  to  carry  a  mefiage  to  Xicotencal^ 
in  which  he  exprefied  his  concern  for  the  lofs  he  had 
fuftained  in  the  battle ;  and  defired  that  he  would 
now  confent  to  an  accommodation,  othtrwife  lie 
ihould  make  the  name  of  Tlafcala  a  terror  to  ks 
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neighbours.  The  prifoners  at  their  departure  pro* 
mifed  to  bfiog  him  an  anfwer;  and  a  few  hours 
after  they  kept  their  word  ;  but  returned  bloody  and 
mangled  by  Xicotencars  order,  for  prcfuming  to 
deliver  fuch  a  mefiage  :  with  an  anfwer  that  Xico« 
tencal  would  meet  the  Chriftians  as  foon  as  the  fun 
tfofe,  when  he  did  not  doubt  but  that  he  Ihould 
carry  them  alive  to  the  altars  of  his  gods  ;  ahd  that  to 
ihew  how  little  he  feared  him,  he  gave  him  notice 
of  his  relblution,  that  he  might  have  time  to  prepare 
himfelf 

Cortes,  though  piqued  at  Xicotencal's  infolence, 
would  not  negleft  his  advice  :  but  at  day-break  took 
pofleiBon  of  a  fpot  where  he  could  receive  the  enemy 
with  advantage.  In  a  fhort  time  the  fcouts  returned 
with  intelligence,  that  the  enemy  were  upon  their 
march,  and  foon  after  they  appeared,  when  their 
number  amounted  to  above  50,000  men,  cbniifting 
of  the  whole  (Irength  of  the  republic  and  its  allies. 
They  di^layed  a  large  golden  eagle,  which  was  the 
enfign  of  Tlafcala,  and  was  never  brought  into  the 
field,  but  upon  the  greateft  undertakings,  and  at  firfl 
feemed  to  advance  with  equal  expedition  and  intre* 
pidity.  On  their  coming  within  cannon  (hot,  the 
artillery  filled  them  with  futh  terror  that  they  halted 
for  fome  time ;  but  at  length  rufhed  forward  in  a 
throng  till  they  were  near  enough  to  ufe  their  flings 
and  arrows,  when  they  were  a  fccond  time  ftopt  by 
the  difcharge  of  the  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows.  But 
at  length  they  burft  upon  the  Spaniards  like  a  torrent, 
and  broke  their  ranks  by  mere  dint  of  weight  and 
multitude :  they,  however,  formed  again ;  when  o 
a  fudden  a  great  difturbance  appeared  among  the 
enemy,  whofe  troops  moved  to  and  fro,  and  turned 
their  arms  againft  each  other,  till  at  length  they  re- 
tired in  a  tumultuous  manner. 

The  caufe  of  this  difturbance  and  retreat  was  after- 
ward found  to  be  owing  to  the  infolence  of  Xico* 
tencal  in  upbraiding  one  of  the  confederate  caciques 
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With  .coiR^ardicc,  for  not  a4vancing  wlrcD  the  reft  were 
engaged.  The  Indian  chief  who  had  10,000  men 
under  his  command,  returned  an  angry  anfwer,  which 
being  followed  b^  a  challenge^  the  other  caciques 
efpoufed  their  friend's  quarrel,  and  imtnediatelv  re- 
tired. Upon  which  Xicotencal,  Ending  himfclf  dioan- 
doned  by  his  allies^  and  having  feen  a  great  number 
of  his  people  flain  upon  the  fpot^  left  the  ifield. 

It  is  fkid  that  Cortes  loft  only  a  fingle  foldier  oii 
this  occafion  %  however,  feveral  of  the  men  were  very 
much  dUcouraged  at  their  having  been  put  into  dii'^ 
order^  arid  loudly  declared,  that  they  would  not  (a* 
crifice  their  lives  to  Cortes's  obftinacy,  biit  return  by 
themfelves  to  Vera  Cruz,  and  leave  him  alone  to  fol- 
low the  di&ates  of  his  ambition.  This  fpirit  of  mu- 
tiny made  it  neceflary  for  Cortes  to  afTemble  the  fol- 
diers,  when  he  exerted  his  eloquence  with  JTuch  fuc- 
cefs,  that  one  of  the  mutineers  cried  aloud^  ^*  Fellow- 
**  foldiers,  our  general  is  in  the  right,  we  cannot 
^^  now  retire  without  being  inevitably  loft ;"  and  this 
opinion  was  immediately  afiented  to  by  the  whole 
army. 

•Mean  while  the  Tlafcalans  were.  To  intimidated  by 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  fecond  battle^  that  they  cried 
aloud  for  peace  with  the  ftrangers,  whom  they 
^fteemed  invincible.  But  the  ifenate  concluding  they 
were  magicians^  refolved  to  oppofe  inchancmenc 
againfl  inchantment^  and  therefore  confulted  their 
wizards^  who  now  pretended  to  have  difcovered  thd 
caufe  of  thqir  defeat.  They  aflerted  that  the  Spaniards 
were  the  ofFspring  of  the  Sun,  whence  they  derived  A 
fuperior  power  from  the  warmth  of  his  beams  •  but 
that  when  he  difappeared  they  remained  weak  and 
difpirifed*  Hence  they  propofcd  that  they  fliould  be 
attacked  by  night,  and  utterly  dcftroyed  before  they 
could  be  reanimated  by  the  beslms  of  their  father. 
This  abfurd  piece  of  intelligence  the  fenate  commu- 
nicated to  Xicotericalj  with  orders  to  execute  ic^  and 
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he  immediately  t>egan  to'pre()are  for  tAing  his  mea* 
furcs  accordingly. 

Mean  while  Cortes  took  particular  care  to  preferve 
the  ftridbeft  difcipline,  and  with  good  reafon ;  for  Oft 
the  night  dcftined  for  the  attack,  the  out-centmels  dif- 
eovcrcd  a  body  of  the  enemy  marching  toWard  the 
town  with  unufoal  (lownefs  and  filence,  when  notice 
being  given  of  their  approach,  the  foldiers  manned  the 
works  without  noifc  or  confiifion,  and  chearfully  Waited 
to  give  them  a  warm  reception.  Xicotencal  had 
10,000  men  under  his  command,  whom  he  ordered  to 
attack  the  quarters  on  three  fides  at  once,  which  they 
did  with  equal  Ipeed  and  refolution  •,  but  they  met 
with  fuch  a  powerful  ahd  uriexpedted  refiftance,  that 
many  were  flain,  and  the  reft  were  the  more  terrified 
from  tlieir  having  been  confident  that  th^  (hould  find 
the  Spaniards  weak  and  unprepared.  Cortes  no  fooner 
perceived  them  retirmg  from  the  wall,  than  he  -fent 
out  part  of  his  infantry,  and  all  his  horfc,  fumi(hed 
with  breaft-plates  full  of  bells,  to  charge  the  Indians, 
who  were  fo  terrified  at  the  unufual  noilc,  that  they 
fled  in  confufion,  leaving  a  confiderable  number  of 
dead,  and  fome  wounded,  whom  they  were  in  too 
great  a  hurry  to  carry  off.  This  viftory  was  obtained 
by  the  lofs  of  one  man,  who  was  a  Zempoallan. 

The  news  of  this  difappointment  foon  reached 
Tiafcala,  when  the  inhabitants  unanimoufly  demanded 
peace,  and  juftice  againft  the  magicians  for  having 
deceived  them.  The  fcnate  aflcmbling,  agreed  to 
punifh  the  impoftors,  two  of  whom  were  immediately 
lacrificed  to  their  gods,  and  to  apply  to  the  ftrangers 
for  forgivenefs,  now  firmly  believing  that  they  were 
the  cekftial  people  mentioned  in  the  prophecy.  Mean 
while  a  meflfenger  was  fent  to  inform  Xicotencal  of  the 
fenate's  refolution  ;  but  that  general  being  exafpcrated 
againft  the  Spaniards,  from  whom  he  longed  to  re- 
trieve his  honour,  abfolutely  refufed  to  comply,  and 
rcfolved  to  make  a  fccond  aflault  by  night :   but  in 
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order  to  know  the  nature  and  ftrength  of  their  fortifi- 
cations^  he  employed  40  foidiers  to  enter  the  Spanifh 
quarters  among  the  neighbouring  peafants,  who  re- 
forted  thither  to  ejcchange  provifions  for  baubles, 
Thefe  fpies  had  fpcnt  the  greateft  part  of  the  morning 
among  the  Spaniards  unfufpedtcd,  till  a  Zempoalian^ 
who  had  obferved  one  of  them  narrowly  examining 
the  fortifications,  communicated  his  fufpicion  to 
Cortes,  who  inftantly  ordered  him  to  be  put  to  the 
torture,  when  he  made  a  full  confeffion,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  his  comrades  were  apprehended,  and 
the  whole  fcheme  difcovered.  The  general  then 
cauied  fifteen  of  the  moft  obftinate  of  thefe  fpies  to  be 
puni(hed,  fome  by  lofinj^  a  hand,  and  others  their 
thumbs,  and  then  difmiffed  them  to  tell  XicotencaJ 
that  he  was  prepared  for  his  coming,  and  had  fent  his 
fpies  alive  that  they  might  acquaint  him  with  the  fitua- 
tion  of  his  works. 

At  this  bloody  fpeftacle  the  Indian  army  was  flruck 
with  horror  and  aftonifhment,  and  their  mefTage  made 
a  deep  impreflion  on  the  general's  mind.  He  now  be- 
gan to  think  that  the  Spaniards  could  not  have  dif* 
covered  his  defign  without  a  fupernatural  information : 
but  while  he  was  reflecting  on  this  fubjedt,  he  was 
accofted  by  feveral  perfbns,  fent  by  the  fenate  to  divefk 
him  of  his  command. 

The  Spaniards  expelled  an  attack  all  that  night  and 
the  next  day ;  but  on  the  fucceeding  morning  a  de^ 
putation  came  from  the  fenate  and  republic  of  Tlaf- 
cala  to  treat  of  peace :  they  were  allowed  to  enter ; 
and  being  introduced  to  Cortes,  they  apologized  for 
i^^hat  was  paft,  fued  for  peace,  and  earneftjy  entreated 
him  to  march  to  their  city,  where  the  Spaniards  (hould 
be  ferved  and  refpefted  as  the  children  of  tlie  Sun, 
and  the  brothers  of  the  gods.  Cortes  treated  them 
with  an  aSedted  ieverity,  and  told  them,  that,  how- 
ever, peace  was  agreeable  to  his  inclinations,  and  he 
would  endeavour  to  appeafe  the  anger  of  his  captains, 
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Motezuma  was  greatly  alarmed  at  Cortcs's  fuccefa 
againft  the  Tlafcalans,  apprehending  that  (hould  they 
unite  their  forces,  they  might  be  able  to  overturn  his 
whole  empire.  Yet  inftead  of  aflembling  an  army  in 
his  own  defence,  he  fcnt  another  prefcnt  to  Cortes,  by 
ambaffadors  who  were  ordered  to  divert  him  from  his 
intended  journey,  to  watch  over  his .  actions,  and  if 
poffible  to  prevent  a  reconciliation  between  him  and 
the  Tlafcalans.  Five  Mexicans  of  the  firft  rank,  who 
were  charged  with  this  cmbafly,  arrived  in  the  Spa- 
nifli  quarters,  foon  after  the  minifters  of  the  republic 
had  departed,  and  were  favourably  received  by  Cortes, 
who  accepted  of  the  prefent ;  but  would  not  difpatch 
them  immediately,  as  he  was  defirous  of  having  them 
fee  the  Tlafcalans  humbled :  and  indeed  they  had  no 
inclination  to  depart^  till  they  had  accompliOied  the 
real  defign  of  their  embaffy. 

In  the  mean  time  the  republic  caufed  the  neigh- 
bouring villages  to  fumifti  the  Spanifti  army  with 
provifions  gratis  •,  and  in  two  days  Cortes  was  viGted 
by  Xicotencal  at  the  head  of  50  noblemen  of  his  party, 
who  attended  him  with  the  enfigns  of  peace.  He 
was  well  made,  above  the  middle  ftature,  and  had  a 
countenance  that  commanded  refpcdt  He  wore  a 
white  mantle  adorned  with  jewels,  and  behaved  be- 
fore Cortes  with  the  free  air  of  a  foldier.  Cortes  com- 
plamed,  in  the  hearing  of  the  Mexican  ambaffadors,, 
with  feme  vehemence,  of  the  unjuft  war  they  had 
carried  on,  but  granted  peace,  and  promifed  that  no 
violence  fhould  be  committed  by  the  foldiers.  At 
Xicotencal's  departure  he  gave  him  his  hand,  and  told 
him  that  he  would  return  the  vifit  after  he  had  uii^ 
Datched  Motezuma's  ambailadors. 

The  Mexicans  fnade  a  jeft  of  the  peace,  and  pre- 
tended that  the  Tlafcalans  only  fought  to  lull  him  into 
fecurity,  in  order  with  the  greater  eafe  to  deftroy  him 
and  his  foldiers.  But  finding  that  he  was  fixed  in  his 
rclblution  to  grant  them  a  peace,  they  dcfired  him  to 
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delay  his  march  to  TIafcala  for  fix  days,  promifing  to 
fend  two  of  their  number  to  Mexico,  while  the  reft 
would  ftay  to  exped  his  refolution :  and  as  Cortes  did 
not  think  proper  to  break  with  Mocezuma,  he  con- 
fent^d  to  this  requeft. 

Within  the  appointed  time  the  ambaffadors  re- 
turned, accompanied  by  J^x  perfons  of  high  rank, 
with  a  fplendid  rednue,  bearing  another  prefent  of 
greater  value  than  the  former-,  declaring  that  Mote- 
zuma  defired  to  be  the  friend  and  confederate  of  die 
great  fbvereign  of  the  Spaniards,,  and  would  pay  him 
an  annual  tribute,  provided  they  would  enter  into  no 
league  with  the  Tlafcalans,  and  lay  afide  their  defign 
of  coming  to  Mexico. 

But  Cortes  being  refolved  that  thefe  ambaffadors 
fliould  be  witnefs  of  the  peace  with  Tlafcala,  poft- 

Eoned  his  anfwer,  refolving  to  detain  t}>pm  as  long  as 
e  could,  tQ  give  Motezuma  the  lefs  time  to  prep^ 
for  hoftiiities.  Thefe  embaflies  fo  greatly  alarmed  the 
Tlafcalans,  that  the  government  came  to  a  refolution 
CO  vifie.Cortes  in  the  form  of  a  icnate,  in  order  to  con- 
vince him  of  then:  fincerity,  and  break  off  his  nego- 
ciation  with  the  Mexicans.  They  accordingly  ar- 
^rived  in  folemn  proceflion,  carried  upon  the  fliQulders 
of  inferior  officers,  and  followed  by  numerous  atten- 
dants. Cortes  received  them  with  his  ufual  ftate  aiyl 
civility ;  and  after  they  werefeated,  was  addrelTcd  by 
the  father  of  Xicotencal,  a  blind  old  man  of  a  ve- 
nerable afped,  who  told  him,  that  the  fenate  of  Tlajf- 
cala  were  come  to  fue  for  peace  on  his  own  term^ ;  to 
difluade  him  from  entering  into  a  league  with  the 
tyrant  Motezuma*,  and  intreated  him  to  honour  their 
city  with  his  preCence.  Cortes  alfured  him  that  he 
would  march  to  Tlafcala,  whenever  the  people  of  the 
neighbouring  villages  were  ready  to  conduft  his  bag- 
gage and  artillery.  The  next  morning  500  tamines, 
or  carriers,  appeared  at  his  *  quarters,  and  having 
made  the  proppr  d^jpoiicions,  he  immediately  beg^ 
hi^  march. 

R  ^  the 
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The  Spaniards  wcrfc  received  by  the  fenators  and 
nobles,  at  a  confiderable  diftance  fixJm  the  town,  who, 
having  paid  their  refpefts  to  the  general,  turned  about 
and  marched  before.  The  city  refounded  with  ftiouts, 
acclamations,  and  the  diiagreeabk  noife  of  their  horns, 
■pipes,  and  drums. 

As  Cortes  knew  the  warlike  charafter  of  the  peopte 
among  whom  he  lived,  he  pbfervfed  tht  utmoft  cir- 
cumfpedion ;  which  greatly  mortified  the  Tlafcakns  j 
and  Magifcatzin  being  fcnt  by  the  fenate  to  compkih 
of  it  to  Cortes,  he  aflured  him,  that  he  was  well  coor 
vinced  of  the  fmcerity  and  good-will  of  the  republic^ 
iand  that  his  foldiers  appearing  in  arms,  was  one  of  the 
cffefts  of  that  difcipline  which  had  rendered  the  Spa- 
niards invincible.  With  this  reply  the  fenate  were 
^tisfied,  and  the  Spaniards  received  daily  proofs  of 
the  fidelity  and  friendlhip  of  their  new  allies.  Cortes*s 
zeal  made  him  refolve  to  deftroy  all  their  idols  •,  but 
it  foon  ^as  moderated  by  the  charity  of  father  de  Ol-r 
medo,  who  told  him  that  perfecution  but  ill  ^kgttcd 
with  the  dodrines  of  the  gofpel,  and  that  their  cotiz 
verfion  required  time  and  gentle  u&ge.     However  he 

{)revailed  with  the  Tlafcalans  to  defift  from  humai^ 
acrifices,  and  to  fet  at  liberty  thofe  miferable  wretches 
who  were  fed  in  cages,  in  order  to  be  the  viftims  of 
their  inhuman  worftiip. 

Peace  being  eftablirtied,  and  the  fenate  of  Tlafcala 
having  fwom  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Spain,  Cortes 
difmi&d  the  Mexican  ambafladors,  whom  he  defired 
to  inform  Motezuma  of  what  had  pafled  in  their  pre- 
fence. 

While  Cortes  ftill  continued  at  Tlafcala,  receiving 
homage  in  the  name  of  Charles  V.  from  the  diflFerent 
towns  and  confederates  of  the  republic,  the  inhabi- 
tants were  alarmed  by  a  furprizing  irruption  of  fire 
from  the  Volcano  of  Pqpocatepec,  an  high  mountain 
at  eight  leagues  diftance  from  the  city,  which  filled 
the  people  with  terror  and  conftemation ;  for  they  ri- 
diculoufly  imagined  it  to  be  a  prcfage  of  future  mis- 
fortunes^ 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      247 

fortunes,  and  fuppofed  that  the  iparks  of  fire  werp 
the  fouls  of  tyrants  fcQt  i^hroad  by  the  offended  deities 
to  chaftife  the  earth. 

While  Magifcatzin  and  (bme  of  the  principal  noble- 
men were  reheariing  thefe  idle  fancies  to  Cortes, 
Diego  de  Ordaz  came  to  a(k  leave  to  afcend  the 
mountain,  in  order  to  gratify  his  curiofiry.  The  In- 
dians,  aftoniihed  at  his  propofal,  endeavoured  to  per-* 
fuade  him  from  engaging  in  fuch  a  dangerous  enter- 
prife,  and  obferved,  that  the  boldeft  men  of  their  na- 
tion had  never  ventured  beyond  fomc  hermitages  qf 
their  gods,  about  the  middle  of  the  eminence,  and 
chat  dreadful  roarings  and  tremblings  forbad  all  ap- 
proach to  its  fummit.  This  account  mcreafed  the 
eagerncfs  of  Diego  de  Ordaz,  and  Cortes  granted  his 
requeft,  in  order  to  afford  the  Tlafcalans  a  frelh  proof 
of  the  fuperior  courage  of  the  Spaniards. 

Ordaz  therefore  fet  out  on  this  expedition  attended 
by  two  foldiers,  and  fome  of  the  principal  Indians, 
who  offered  to  attend  him  as  far  as  the  hermitages. 
He  found  the  bottom  of  the  mountain  beautified  on 
all  fides  with  green  trees,  which  extended  a  confider- 
able  way  up  theafcent.  The  earth  then  grew  barren 
by  degrees.  The  Indians  flopped  at  their  hermitages, 
to  which  they  never  expefted  to  fee  the  Spaniards  re- 
turn ;  and  Diego  de  Ordaz,  with  his  companions,  pro- 
ceeded, climbing  among  the  rocks,  which  were 
whitened  by  fnow  and  the  afhes  difcharged  from  the 
Volcano ;  and  at  length  reached  a  place  at  a  fmall  dis- 
tance from  the  fummit,  where  they  felt  the  earth 
move  violently  under  them,  and  heard  a  dreadful 
roaring  iflue  from  the  mouth  of  the  Volcano,  which 
with  redoubled  noife  difcharged  a  vaft  quantity  of 
fire  and  fmoke,  that  darted  upward  to  a  great  height. 
The  Spaniards  were  inftantly  covered  with  a  fliower 
of  hot  allies,  which  obliged  them  to  ieek  for  ffielter 
in  the  hollow  of  a  rock,  where  they  were  almoff:  ftified. 
Diego  de  Ordaz,  however,  perceiving  that  the  earth- 
quake was  paflcd,  encouraged  the  foldiers,  by  his 

R  4  example 
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example,  to  profecute  this  difcoyeiy,  till  they  cam« 
within  fight  of  the  mouth  of  the  volcano,  which  was 
about  a  quarter  qf  a  league  in  circumference ;  they 
obfcrved  at  the  bottom  a  large  quantity  of  inflammable 
matter,  which  boiled  up  Ime  ibme  mining  metal  in 
jufioii.  With  this  account  they  returned  lafe,  to  the 
fiftom(hment  of  the  Indian^,  whofe  efteem  for  the 
$paniards  was  increafed  by  this  adventure,  which 
^terward  proved  oJF  fignal  fervice ;  for  Ordaz  found 
a  large  (quantity  of  fulphur  in  the  mountain,  of  which 
Cortes  made  g;unpowder.  when  it  was  much  wanted 
by  the  army,         * 

Cortes  having  tontinued  twenty  days  at  Tlafcala, 
jdu^ing  which  he  was  entertained  widi  all  .poffible 
marks  of  fefpcA,  declared  his  refolution  of  proceeding 
jFor  Cholula,  in  Which  he  was  oppofed  by  the  Tlat 
C^ans ;  who  endeavoured  to  ftr^ngthen  fome  argu*- 
iinents  that  had  been  before  urged  by  the  Zempo- 
allans,  by  declaring  that  Cholula  was  a  facred  plaice, 
in  which  were  460  temples,  and  fucK  malevolent 
j^ods,  that  they  terrified  Ithe  world  with  prodigies : 
that  he  ought  not,  therefore,  to  enter  their  territories, 
without  an-  affurance  of  their  being  propitious.  Juff 
about  this  time  new  ambafTadors  arrived  from  Mote- 
zuma,  bringing  another  preient,  and  that  prince's 
permtflTion  for  the  Spaniards  to  proceed  by  the  way 
pf  Cholula,  where  he  had  provided  quarters  for  the 
reception  of  the  army.  The  Tlafcalails  immediately 
concluded,  that  there  was  treachery  in  the  cafe,  and 
Magifcatzin  repeated  his  remonftrances  with  fuch 
marks  of  concern,  that  Cortes  called  a  council  in  his 
prefence,  in  which  it  was  agreed,  that  it  was  impof- 
lible  to  avoid  the  road  propofed  by  the  emperor  of 
Mexico,  without  difcovering  a  fufpicion  of  his  fin- 
cerity :  that  whether  this  fufpicion  was  weU  or  ill 
founded,  it  would  not  be  proper  to  difclofe  it,  and 
that  it  would  be  equally  dangerous  to  leave  enemies 
f>ehind  them.  Cortes  qn  the  day  of  his  departure, 
^ew  up  the  Spaniards  aad  the  Zemfpoallan  au3(i- 
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liarics,  and  was  much  furprifed  to  find  the  whole 
force  of  the  republic  and  her  allies  ready  in  the  fields 
diftinguilhed  by  the  colour  of  their  feathers,  and  their 
different  enfiens:  but  Cortes  infilled  upon  taking 
only  6000  ot  the  republic's  troops,  with  which  he 
began  his  march  to  Choluhu  That  city  was  about 
five  leagues  diftant  from  Tlafcala,  and  the  fame  even- 
ing he  halted  near  a  river,  within  ^  miles  of  the  place, 
which  he  was  unwilling  to  enter  by  night.  He  was 
there  vifited  by  deputies  from  the  city  of  diftinguilhed 
jrank,  who  brought  a  prefent  of  proviiions,  and  ex- 
cufiog  themfelves  for  not  waiting  upon  him  ac  Tlaf- 
dda,  on  account  of  his  being  there  in  the  midft  of 
chezr  enemies ;  welcomed  him  and  his  people  to  their 
cky.  Though  Cortes  was  far  from  being  convinced 
or  tfaeir  fincerity,  he  admitted  of  their  excuie,  and 
the  next  morning  proceeded  toward  Cholula,  where 
he  was  met  by  the  caciques  and  priefts,  attended  by 
a  multitude  or  unarmed  people,  who  had  the  appear- 
ance of  being  filled  with  reverence  and  joy  :  but  they 
no  fooner  perceived  the  body  of  Tlafcalans  that 
marched  in  the  rear,  than  a  difagreeable  murmur  was 
heard  among  the  chiefs  •,  upon  which  Marina  was  or- 
dered to  afk  the  reafon  of  it,  when  (he  returned  with 
an  anfwer,  that  the  Tlafcalans  being  their  enemies, 
could  not  enter  the  city  in  arms,  wherefore  they  ear- 
neftly  intreated,  that  he  would  order  them  to  return. 
Cortes  was  difconcerted  at  this  demand,  he  however 
defired  the  Tlafcalans  to  lie  without  the  city,  to  which 
they  agreed ;  and  they  took  up  their  lodgings  in  a 
place  nom  which  they  might  ealily  come  to  the  alTift- 
ance  of  the  Spaniards,  in  cafe  of  necefliry.  In  (hort, 
Cortes  entered  Cholula  amidft  the  acclamations  of  the 
people,  and  with  all  the  marks  of  refped  (hewn  to  the 
Spaniards  at  their  entrance  into  Tlafcala. 

The  city  of  Cholula  ftood  in  an  open  and  delightful 
plain,  and  was  much  frequented  by  ftrangers,  on  ac- 
tount  of  its  being  a  fanduary  of  the  gods,  and  its 
carrying  on  a  confiderablc  trade.    The  ftreets  were 

7  fpacious. 
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(pacious,  the  buildings  larger  and  more  beautiful 
than  thofe  of  Tlafcala.  The  quartere  appointed  for 
the  Spaniards  were  three  or  four  large  edifices^  con- 
tiguous to  each  other,  and  fufficient  to  contain  both 
the  Spaniards  and  the  Zempoallans.  The  Tlafcalans 
choie  a  place  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  town,  which 
they  fecured  with  fooie  works,  foroied  guards^  and 
■placed  centineis,  in  imitatation  of  their  £uropean 
friends  *,  from  whom  they  had  obtained  fome  know- 
ledge in  the  art  of  war. 

In  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  there  was  the  great- 
eft  appearance  of  tranquillity  and  friend(hip,  but 
after  that  time  provifions  grew  gradually  fcarce,  and 
an  entire  ftop  was  put  to  the  entertainments  of  the 
caciques.  1  he  prieils  and  Motezuma's  ambafladors 
held  private  conferences,  and  the  people  began  to 
look  upon  the  Spaniards  with  an  air  of  icom  and 
diftafte.  This  naturally  awakened  the  jealoufy  of 
the  latter,  and  Cortes  was  endeavouring  to  penetrate 
into  the  intentions  of  the  Cholulans,  when  the  wh<4e 
defign  was  accidentally  difcovered.  Marina  had 
contraded  a  friendfhip  with  an  old  Indian  woman 
pf  diftindion  ;  who  coming  one  morning  to  her 
apartment,  begged,  with  great  earneftnels,  that  Ibe 
would  immediately  forfake  thofe  abominable  ftran- 
gers,  and  live  with  her.  Marina  perceiving  that 
there  was  fomething  extraordinary  in  this  requeft, 
bemoaned  her  captivity,  and  a6ted  her  part  fo  well, 
that  the  Cholulan  believing  her  fincere,  told  her, 
that  there  was  no  time  to  be  loft,  for  the  Spaniards 
were  devoted  to  deftru£bion :  that  Motez(Siima  had 
fent  20,000  Mexicans  to  fecure  the  fuccefs  of  the 
defign,  of  which  6000  chofen  men  had  already  en- 
tered the  city  in  imall  pardes  *,  that  asgreat  quantity 
of  arms  was  diftributed  among  the  inhabitants,  who 
had  carried  ftones  up  to  the  tops  of  their  houfes, 
and  cut  deep  trenches  acrofs  the  ftreets,  in  which 
were  fixed  fliarp  ftakes,  which  were  (lightly  covered 
over  with  earth,  for  the  deftruftion  of  the  horfes  : 
7  that 
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chflit  the  emperor  of  Mexico  had  reiolired  to  extcfr 
ininate  all  the  Chriftians ;  but  had  given  orders  that 
^me  of  them  ihould  be  taken  alive,  to  fatisfy  his 
iniriofity  and  zeal  for  religion ;  and  that  he  had  made 
the  city  of  Cholula  a  prefent  of  a  golden  drum  to  ex- 
cite their  courage.  Marina,  on  obtaining  this  in- 
telligence, pretended  that  (he  was  ready  to  attend 
her  deliverer,  and  would  only  go  and  fetch  her  jewels ; 
but  immediately  hafted  ro  Cortes,  and  told  him  the 
whole  aflFair ;  upon  which  the  Indian  woman  was 
feized,  and  by  threats  engaged  to  make  a  particular 
COn£rffion  of  the  whole :  and,  in  (hort,  he  obtained 
intelligence  from  fcveral  other  pcrfons,  which  put 
jbe  iafrair  beyond  all  doubt. 

Cortes  ordering  his  captains  to  affemble,  laid  be- 
fore them  the  whole  confpiracy,  and  propofed  a 
fcheme  for  punifhing  the  Cholulans,  to  which  they 
unanimoufly  confented.  Agreeably  to  this  plan,  he 
let  the  magiftrates  know  that  he  fhould  depart  the 
next  day ;  and  demanded  provifions  for  his  march. 
The  Tlafcalans  were  then  ordered  to  draw  near  the 
city  at  day-break,  and  to  enter  the  town  and  join 
rhe  Spaniards  and  Zempoallans  at  the  firft  difcharge 
of  the  fire-arms.  At  night,  having  fccured  the 
quarters  with  guards  and  ccntincls,  he  fent  for  Mo- 
cezuma's  ambaffadors,  and  told  them  that  he  had 
difcovered  a  confpiracy  formed  againft  him  by  the 
fcaciques  and  citizens  of  Cholula,  whom  he  was  re- 
folvcd  to  punifli :  and  that  he  was  not  fo  much  pro- 
yoked  at  their  treacherous  intentions  toward  him, 
as  at  their  prefuming  to  lay  their  crime  to  the  charge 
pf  the  emperor. 

Early  in  the  morning  came  the  carriers  with  fome 
provifions,  though  in  a  fmall  quantity,  and  aftev 
wards  a  greater  number  of  armed  Indians  than  Cor- 
tes had  demanded.  Thefe  he  fecured  in  feveral  parts 
of  his  quarters,  on  pretence  of  forming  his  bat- 
talions. Then  putting  his  men  in  order,  and  mount- 
ing his  borfe,  he  fent  for  the  caciques,  and  when 

they 
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they  appeared)  told  them  in  a  loud  and  angry  voice/ 
That  as  he  had  difcovered  their  confpiracy,  be  would 
fo  fevcrcly  punifli  them,  that  they  fliould  repent  of 
their  treachery.  Scarce  had  he  begun  to  fpeak, 
when  they  haded  away  with  great  expedition  to  joia 
their  own  forces,  infulting  him  with  threats  and 
abufe,  which  they  uttered  as  they  fled.  Cortes  then 
commanded  his  infantry  to  fall  upon  the  foldiers, 
whom  he  had  kept  divided  in  the  fquares  of  his 
quariers,  all  of  whom  were  foon  deftroyed,  except 
a  few  who  threw  themfelves  from  the  walls  and  efcap- 
cd.  In  this  flene  of  confufion  above  fix  thoufand 
of  the  natives  and  Mexicans  were  flain.  The  Tlaf- 
calans  having  pillaged  the  town,  G>rtes  afllgned 
them  lodgings  without  the  city,  and  then  retired  to  his 
own  quarters  ^  where  ordering  the  principal  perfons 
of  the  town,  who  had  been  taken  prifonera,  toge- 
ther with  the  priefts  and  Indian  woman,  whom  he 

.  had  kept  confined,  to  be  brought  before  him,  he 
cxpreffed  his  concern  at  their  having  obliged  him  to 
inflidfo  fcvere  a  punifhmcnt  upon  the  city,  publilh- 
ed  a  general  pardon,  and  dcQred  the  caciques  to 
call  back  the  fugitives.  The  anribafladors  congratu-r 
latcd  Cortes  on  his  fuccefs ;  and  the  citizens  being 
encouraged  by  his  offers  of  peace,  returned  to  their 
houfes,  and  opened  their  (hops  :  fo  that  the  tumult 
immediately  fubfided. 

About  this  time  ambafladors  arrived  from  the 
emperor  of  Mexico,  who  had  been  informed  of  all 
that  had  pafied  at  Cliolula;  and  being  willing  to 
efcape  the  fufpicion  of  having  had  any  concern  in 
the  affair,  not  only  thanked  Cortes  for  chaftizing 
thofe  traitors,  but  fcnt  him  a  prefent  of  great  value  : 
by  which  means  he  thought  to  lead  the  Spaniards 
into  a  blind  f^ curity,  that  they  might  the  eafier  fall 

.  into  a  fnare  he  had  prepared  for  them. 

Cortes  having  ftaid  fourteen  days  at  Cholula,  pro- 
ceeded toward  Mexico  •,  and  the  firft  night  he  lodged 
in  a  village,  to  which  th^  chiefs  pf  thp  neighbour- 
ing 
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mg  towns  repaired  with  prefents.  From  them  Cor*  > 
tes  heard  the  fame  complaints  o£  Motezuma  as  in 
the  more  diftant  provinces ;  and  was  informed  that 
the  Mexicans  had  placed  a  confiderable  ambufcade 
on  the  other  fide  of  a  mountain  he  was  to  pafs  the 
next  day  :  that  they  had  flopped  up  the  high  road, 
and  opened  another  which  ended  in  precipices,  and 
that  the  Spanifh  army  when  perplexed  with  difficul** 
ties,  was  to  be  fuddenly  charged,  where  their  horfes 
could  be  of  no  fervice,  and  the  foot  have  no  room 
to  form.  Cortes,  though  highly  incenfcd  at  this 
piece  of  treachery,  ftifled  his  refentment,  and  the 
next  day  profecuted  his  march  over  a  very  craggy 
mountain,  adjoining  to  the  volcano,  proceeding  with 
great  caution.  When  he  had  reached  the  cop,  he. 
perceived  the  two  roads  which  had  been  defcribed 
to  him ;  and  turning  with  great  compofure  to  the 
Mexican  ambafTadors,  he  aiked  the  reafon  why  one 
of  them  was  blocked  up  with  trees  and  floncs,  and 
the  other  but  newly  made  ?  To  which  they  anfwered^ 
that  the  new  road  was  levelled  for  his  convenience ; 
and  the  other  flopped  up,  on  account  of  its  being 
more  fleep  and  difficult.  Cortes  rcply'd,  *'  You  arc 
*^  but  little  acquainted  with  the  genius  of  our  na* 
•*  tion  •,  for  we  will  march  in  this  road  for  no  other 
"  reafon  than  its  difficulty."  He  then  dcfired  his 
Indian  friends  to  march  before,  and  remove  the  ob- 
flacles  to  his  paflage ;  which  to  the  amazement  of 
the  ambafTadors  was  foon  done,  for  they  never 
dreamt  that  he  fufpefted  their  dcfign.  The  In- 
dians in  ambufcade,  obferving  that  the  Spaniards 
marched  in  the  royal  road,  concluded  that  they  were 
difcovered,  and  began  to  retire  in  great  difordcr  -,  while 
Cortes  defcended,  without  oppofition,  into  the  plain, 
and  pafled  the  night  in  fome  houfes  built  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Mexican  merchants,  who  reforted  to 
the  fairs  of  Cholula. 

In  the  mean  time  Motezuma  being  difpirited  by 
chefe  difappointments,  grew  daily  more  and  more 

devout ; 
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devout ;  reforted  to  the  temples  -,  incrcafed  the  nnni^ 
ber  of  humao  facrificcs;  and  at  length  ailembling  , 
his  magicians,  ordered  them  upon  pain  of  death  to- 
fee  out  to  meet  the  Spaniards,  and  either  to  ftupifjr 
or  overcome  them  by  the  force  of  their  enchant- 
ments. In  comfdiance  with  this  command,  a  con- 
lldcrable  number  of  necromancers  fet  out ;  but  hav- 
ing performed  their  incantations  withoiat  fuccefs^  they 
returned  to  Motezuma,  and  told  him,  that  the  god 
Telcatlepuca,  from  whom,  famine  and  plagues  pro- 
ceeded, had  appeared  to  them  in  a  garment  girt  with 
a  robe  of  wicker,  declaring  chat  Motezuma's  ruin 
was  decreed,  and  the  diflfolution  of  the  empire  at 
band.  The  fuperftitious  king  was  ftruck  dumb  with 
riiis  report ;  till  at  length  recovering  his  fpecch,  he 
cried,  "  If  our  gods  forfake  us,  let  the  ftran- 
^  gers  come.  It  would  be  diihonourable  to  turn 
^  our  backs  upon  misfortunes  :'*  and  then  after  a 
ihort  paufe,  added,  ^^  I  lament  the  old  men,  wo- 
^*  men  and  children,  who  cannot  defend  them- 
*^  felves."  From  this  moment  he  began  to  pre- 
pare for  the  entertainment  of  the  Spaniards.  All 
the  difcourfe  of  Mexico  turned  upon  their  aftonifli- 
ing  actions,  and  the  prodigies  by  which  their  com- 
ing had  been  foretold  *,  and  thefe  topics  of  conver- 
fauon  produced  a  prepoiTefiion  which  only  could' 
enable  fuch  an  handful  of  men  to  penetrate  to  the 
very  court  of  fuch  a  powerful  prince. 

Cortes  purfued  his  march  through  a  delightful  coun- 
try, adorned  with  groves  and  beautiful  gardens,  .rill 
he  arrived  at  a  village  built  on  a  creek  of  the.  grfeat 
lake,  where  he  chofe  to  take  up  his  lodging.  Thi- 
ther the  Mexicans  reforced  with  their  arms  and  mi- 
litary ornaments,  in  fuch  numbers  as  raifed  Cortes*s 
fufpicions :  when  in  order  to  keep  them  at  a  proper 
diftance  he  caufed  fome  fire-arms  and  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery to  be  fired  in  the  air,  at  which  they  were  fo 
terrified,  that  they  haftily  retired.  However  he  was 
vifited  in  the  morning  by  one  of  Motezuma's  ne- 
phews. 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES,      2$$ 

phewsy  who'  was  lord  of  Tezeuco  •,  he  was  a  young 
tnzBy  had  an  agreeable  peribn,  and  was  carried  on 
the  ihoulders  of  fotne  of  his  fervants,  in  a  chair 
adorned  with  a  variety  of  feathers  curioufly  diverfi- 
fied.  He  no  fooner  alighted,  than  his  fervants  went 
before  to  fweep  the  ground,  and  keep  back  the 
people  on  each.  fide.  Cortes  going  to  the  door  of 
his  apartment,  received  him  with  a  low  bow,  which, 
the  prince  returned  by  touching  the  earth,  and  then 
his  lips  with  his  right  hand }  which  {alutation  being 
paffed,  he  fat  down,  and  with  an  eafy  air  welcomed 
him  and  all  his  captains :  fpoke  of  Mdtezuma's  ami- 
cable difpolition,  and  mentioned  the  difficulties  that 
oppoied  his  going  to.  Mexico,  on  account  of  that 
year's  barrennefs,  by  which  the  people  were  much 
^refled,  fo  that  ftrangers  could  be  but  ill  accom- 
modated  where  the  natives  wanted  necelTaries.  The 
emperor's  nephew  received  a  prefent  of  feme  falfc 
jewels,  at  which  he  (hewed  great  figns  of  joy ;  and 
having  accompanied  the  army  as  far  as  Tezeuco,  the 
capitsd  of  his  dominions,  he  proceeded  to  Mexico,  to 
give  an  account  of  his  embaflfy. 

The  city  of  Tezeuco  was  one  of  the  largefl:  in 
the  empire,  and  in  grandeur  was  but  little  inferior 
to  Mexico  itfelf.  It  extended  along  the  banks  of  a 
fpacious  lake,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Mexican 
caufeway.  The  houfcs  were  very  beautiful,  and  the 
ftreets  regular ;  and  what  was  dill  more  extraordinary^ 
fre(h  water  was  brought  in  pipes  to  every  houfe, 
Cortes  purfued  his  march  over  the  caufeway,  which 
was  twenty  feet  broad,  and  compofed  of  ftone ;  and 
in  the  midway  came  to  another  town  of  about  2000 
houfes,  called  Quitlavaca,  which  was  founded  in 
the  water,  whence  it  afterward  obtained  the  name 
of  Venezuela,  or  Little  Venice.  Here  the  cacique^ 
attended  by  a  fplendid  retinue,  came  out  to  meet 
him,  and  preffed  him  to  honour  his  city  by  fpend- 
ing  the  night  there.  To  which  he  thought  proper 
to  confent ;  for  he  -began  to  fufped  that  the  Mexi** 

cans 
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can$  might  break  the  caufeway,  of  obftruA  his  inarch 
by  taking  away  the  bridges.  From  this  plate  the 
Spaniards  had  a  ti^w  of  the  greateft  part  of  the  lake^ 
which  was  beautified  with  town's^  adorned  with 
towers  and  pinnacles^  gardens. and  caufeways^  that' 
feemed  to  float  upon  the  waten  The  battlements 
of  the  houfes  were  filled  with  people ;  multitudes  of 
Indians  approached  in  their  canoes  to  behold  the 
Spaniards  :  and  the  whole  formed  a  profpefb  that  was 
at  once  new  and  extremely  noble^  In  this  city^  they 
were  entertained  with  a  politenels  that  fliewed  its 
neighbourhood  to  the  court. 

About  break  of  day  the  next  mornings  the  Sjpa- 
niarJs  formed  themfelves  upon  the  caufeway,  -which 
was  there  wide  enough  to  allow  eight  horfes  to  march 
in  front  y  and  the  whole  army,  which  conned  of 
450  Spaniards  and  6000  Indian  allies,  proceeded  on 
their  m  irch  to  Iztapalapa ;  a  city  built  in  a  mod  de-^ 
lighrfui,  and  commodious  fituation^  part  of  it  upon 
the  lake,  and  the  other  part  on  the  fhore.  It  con- 
fifted  of  10,000  houfes  of  two  or  three  (lories  high. 
The  lord  of  this  city,  accompanied  by  the  princes 
of  two  other  towns  tx)rdering  upon  the  lake,  came 
out  to  meet  Cortes  with  three  feparate  prefents  of 
gdldi  fowls,  fruit,  and  other  provifions.  Xhe  Spa* 
nia  IS  \: .Acred  the  city  amidft  the  loud  acclamations 
of  tne  p^^oplc,  lodgings  were  prepared  for  thrtn  in 
the  prince-'s  own  palace^  which  was  a  large  and  well 
built  edifice,  with  many  ^artments  both  above  and 
below  ftairs,  among  whicn  were  feveral  chambers 
with  flat  roofs  of  cedar,  furniflicd  with  cotton  hang^ 
ings,  curioufly  painted.  Here  were  many  conduits  of 
excellent  water,  conveyed  by  aquedufts  fi-om  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and  a  confiderable  number 
of  large  and  well  cultivated  gardens,  particularly 
one  that  was  far  more  beautiful  and  fpacious  than  the 
reft,  and  belonged  to  the  cacique. 

In  the  morning  the  Spaniards,  left  the  city  Iztap#- 

lapa,  and  beginning  their  march  in  their  accuftomed 
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bfdcr,  loon  difcovered  the  great  city  of  Mexico, 
diftinguiftied  above  the  reft  by  the  height  of  its 
towers,  am'  the  grandeur  and  multiplicity  of  its  build^ 
ings.  Qn  their  having  marched  about  half  way,  they 
were  met  by  a  body  of  about  4000  nobles  and  offi- 
cers of  the  c4ty,  who  came  out  to  meet  them  j  and  who 
having  paid  their  obedience^  turned  about  and  ad- 
vanced before  the  troopSi  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
Mexico,  the  caufeway  was  crofled  by  n  bulwark  of 
ftone,  where  the  entrance.,  into  the  city  was  fecured 
by  gates,  a  draw-bridge,  and  a  fccond  fortification. 
The  nobles  had  no  fooncr  pafled  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  bridge,  than  they  fell  back  on  each  fide,  and 
made  a  lane  for  the  army  to  pais  through,  when  there 
appeared  a  fpacious  ftreet,  the  houfes  of  which  were 
uniformly  built,  and  the  windows  and  battlements 
filled  with  ibeftators ;  though  no  body  was  feen  paf- 
fin^  through  the  ftreets :  for  Motezuma  had  given 
orders  for  their  being  cleared,  as  he  had  himfelf  re- 
folved  to  (hew  Cortes  an  extraordinary  mark  of  fa- 
vour by  his  coming  out  to  meet  him. 

Scarce  had  the  Spaniards  entered  the  city,  when 
they  perceived  the  firft  troop  of  the  royal  retinue^ 
which  confifted  of  200  noblemen  of  Motezuma's 
houfliold,  uniformly  adorned  with  feathers,  who  ap- 
proached in  two  files  with  their  eyes  fixed  on  the 
ground  ;  but  on  their  approaching  the  Spaniards,  fell 
back  on  each  fide.  Then  appeared  at  a  confideraUq* 
diftance  a  larger  company  more  richly  adorned,  in  tht 
midft  of  whom  was  Motezuma  in  a  chariot  of  bur- 
nifhed  gold,  furrounded  with  beautiful  feathers,  and 
carried  on  the  ftioulders  of  his  favourites  5  while  four 
perfbns  of  diftin£tion  held  over  his  head  a  canopy  of 
green  feathers,  interwoven  with  ornaments  of  filven 
He  was  preceded  by  three  officers  with  golden  rods, 
which  they  from  time  to  time  lifted  up  as  a  fignal  of 
the  cmperor*s  approach,  that  all  might  proftrate  them- 
felves,  and  hide  their  heads.  Cortes  difmounted  at 
a  fmall  diftance,  and  Motezuma  at  the  fame  time 
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alighted  from  his  chariot,  when  fomc  of  the  Indians 
advanced  before  and  Ipread  carpets,  that  his  feet 
might  not  touch  the  ground.  He  came  forward  with 
a  flow  and  lolemn  pace,  leaning  upon  his  coufins,  the 
princes  of  Tezeuco  and  Iztapalapa.  He  was  about 
forty  years  of  age,  of  a  middle  ftature,  and  had  a 
good  prefence;  but  his  conftitution  feemed  rather 
delicate  than  robuft.  He  had  an  aquiline  nofe,  and 
a  fairer  complexion  than  the  reft  of  the  Mexicans : 
his  eyes  were  lively,  and  his  hair  reached  a  little  be- 
low his  ears ;  but  his  look,  though  thoughtful,  was 
majeftic.  He  wore  on  his  head  a  kind  of  golden 
mitre ;  a  mantle  of  fine  cotton  covered  with  gold, 

E earls,  and  precious  ftones,  was  carelefsly  tied  on 
is  ftioulders ;  and  his  fhoes,  which  refembled  the 
fandals  of  the  Romans,  confifted  of  a  gold  fole, 
bound  to  his  foot,  with  ftudded  ftraps  that  came  round 
a  part  of  his  leg. 

Cortes,  on  feeing  him,  haftily  advanced,  and  made 
a  profound  reverence,  which  Motezuma  returned  in 
the  manner  of  his  country,  by  touching  the  ground 
with  his  hand  arid  kiffing  it :  at  which  the  Mexicans 
were  greatly  aftonifhed,  fince  they  had  never  fcen 
any  or  their  emperors  give  fuch  an  inftancc  of  con- 
defcenfion.  Cortes  wore  about  his  neck  a  chain  of 
glafs,  curioufly  fet  in  imitation  of  diamonds  and  eme- 
ralds, which  he  had  refcrved  as  a  prefent  for  his  firft 
■  Audience  *,  and  coming  up  clofe  to  the  emperor,  he 
*  threw  it  about  his  neck.  The  princes  ^ho  fiipported 
him,  ftiewed  fome  emotion,  and  interpofed  to  pre* 
vent  Cortes,  fignifying  that  it  was  imlawful  to  ap- 
proach fo  near :  but  they  were  reprimanded  by  Mote- 
zuma, who  bowed  his  head  to  fhew  that  he  accepted 
the  prefent  -,  and  which  he  returned,  by  putting  upon 
Cortes's  neck  a  rich  ornament  of  crimfon  fhells,  join- 
ed together  with  great  art,  at  each  of  which  hung 
four  crabs  of  gold  of  excellent  workmanfliip.  Cor- 
tes then  made  a  fliort  fjpeech  \  which  being  anfwcred 
by  Motezuma,  he  ordered  one  of  the  fupporters  to 

conduft 
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fc6hdu6t  the  ftranger  to  his  lodging,  and  thei^  lin- 
ing on  the  other,  went  to  his  chair  and  returned  to  the 
palace. 

In  this  manner  Cortes  entered  the  city  of  Mexico 
Cnthe  8th  of  November,  is^g.  One  of  the  royal 
palaces  was  provided  for  the  Spaniards.  It  was  built 
by  Motezuma's  father,  and  was  large  enough  to  lodge 
the  whole  army.  It  had  very  thick  ftone  walls  j  was 
flanked  with  towers,  and  many  of  the  chaaibers 
were  furnifhed  with  cotton  hangings,  and  feather- 
work  of  various  colours,  >  The  chairs  were  formed 
out  of  folid  pieces  of  wood,  and  the  bedfteads  had 
curtains  like  pavilions ;  the  beds  themfelves  were  of 
palm-mats,  and  the  bolfters  of  the  fame,  rolled  up. 
Cortes  entered  thefe  lodgings  a  little  after  twelve  at 
noon ;  and  had  no  fooner  diftributed  his  guards  and 
placed  his  artillery  before  the  gate,  than  he  found  a 
fplendid  banquet  prepared  for  himfelf  and  his  ofH- 
cers,  and  great  plenty  of  provifions  drefled  for  th/: 
foldiers,  with  many  Mexicans  who  immediately 
waited  upon  them  in  the  moft  profound  filence. 

In  the  evening  Cortes  was  vifited  by  Motezum^, 
who  came  in  the  fame  ftate  as  before.  Cortes  went 
to  the  principal  fquare  to  meet  him  -,  and  after  mak-, 
ing  a  profound  reverence,  entered  the  apartment  with 
Motezuma,  who  took  his  feat  with  an  air  of  maje- 
fty,  and  ordered  a  chair  to  be  brought  for  Cortes : 
when  the  company  retiring  to  fome  diftance,  he  is 
faid  to  have  addrefled  himfelf  to  him  to  the  follow- 
ing purpofe :  "  Before  you  mention  the  particulars 
of  your  embaffy,  illuftrious  captain,  let  you  and  I 
lay  afide  the  prejudices  we  have  each  imbibed  of 
the  other,  from  the  mifreprefentations  of  common 
report.  You  have  been  in  fome  places  told  that  I 
Jim  a  cod ;  that  my  power  is  invincible,  and  my 
**  riches  mimenfe ;  that  my  palaces  are  covered  with 
*'  gold,  and  that  the  earth  groans  beneath  the  weight 
*'  of  my  treafure.  Upon  other  occafions,  you  have 
*'  heard  that  I  am  a  tyrant,  infclcnt,  cruel,  and  un- 

S  2  "  juft; 


CC 

cc 


-f  — 


u 
cc 


260         The  Conqueft  of  MEXICO^ 

**  jurt ;  tut  you  have  been  impofed  upon  by  both 
*^  reprefentation^ :  this  Ami  6^  fleih  and  blood  Ihews 
/*  that  I  am  mortal,  and  thefe  walls  and  roofs  de- 
**  monftrate  that  my  palaces  are  not  covered  with 
"  gold ;  and  from  thefe  inftances,  you  may  conclude 
**  that  the  account  of  my  vices  is  alfo  exaggerated, 
by  the  malice  of  my  enemies.     We  have  alfo  re- 
ceived various  accounts  of  you  5  fome  have  affirmed 
that  you  are  gods  who  grafp  the  thunder,  com- 
**  mand  the  elements,  ai>d  compel  the  beafts  of  the 
**  foreft  to  obey  your  dircftions.     You  have  been  rc- 
*^*  prefented  by  others  as  proud,  vindiftive,  volup- 
**  luous,   and  tranfported  with  an  infatiable  thirft 
*•  after  the  gold  which  our  country  produces*    Yet 
•*  I  now  fee  that  I  have  been  alike  deceived  by  thefe 
**  different  accounts.     You  arc  made  like  other  men ; 
**  and  only  diflinguifhcd  from  us,  by  the  particulari- 
*'  ties  of  your  own  country.  The  beaib  that  fb  readily 
**  obey  you,  are  large  deer  trained  up  to  difciplinc. 
*'  Your  arms  that  produced  lightning,  I  conceive  to 
''  be  barrels  of  metal,  and  their  effeft  like  that  of 
our  farbacans,  proceeds  from  air  comprefled  and 
fb-iving  for  vent ;  and  as  to  fire,  noife  and  fmoke, 
"  they  furely  are  owing  to  enchantment.     In  a  word, 
we  believe  that  the  great  prince,  to  whom  you  pay 
obedience,  is  a  defcendant  of  Quezakoal,  lord  of 
''  the  feven  caves  of  the  Navatlaques,  and  lawful 
•*  fovereign  of  the  feVen  nations  that  gave  rife  to  the 
"  Mexican  empire.     For  from  the  tradition  of  many 
ages,  we  know  that  he  left  thefe  countries  to  con* 
quer  new  regions  in  the  eaft,  with  a  promife,  that  id 
procefs  of  time,  his  defendants  Ihould  return  to  new-' 
"  model  our  laws,  and  reform  our  government.    We 
**  have  therefore  already  determined,  that  every  thing 
*'  fhall  be  done  for  the  honom  of  a  prince  who  is 
•'  the  offspring  of  fuch  an  illuflrious   progeniror.** . 
To  this  fpeech  Cortes  replied  to  the  following  pur- 
pofe :  "  We  have,  it  is  true.  Sir,  heard  very  Of  po- 
•'  fite  accounts  of  your  charader,  which  lomc  have 
6  «  extollcdj 
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^  extolled,  and  others  have  vilified ;  but  as  the  Spa- 
*^  niards  have  penettation  enough  todiftinguilh  the  co* 
^  lours  of  difcourfe,  we  have  given  no  credit  either  to 
•'  your  flatterers  or  your  rebels,  but  come  into  your 
•*  .prefence  with  full  aflbrance  of  your  being  a  great 
**  and  equitable  prince.  You  juftly  conclude  we  arc 
^'  mortal ;  though  more  intelligent  and  valiant  than 
**  your  vaflals.  Our  beafts  are  not  deer,  but  are  of 
^^  a  more  generous  fpecies ;  inclined  to  war,  and  af- 
*'  piring,  with  a  kind  of  ambition,  to  the  glory  of 
**  their  mafters :  and  as  to  our  arms,  they  are  made 
"  by  human  induftry,  without  the  affiftance  of  magic, 
•*  an  abominable  art  which  we  deteft.  I  am  come  as 
"  ambaflador  to  your  majefty  from  the  moft  power- 
^  ful  monarch  on  whom  the  fun  fheds  his  beams,  at 
his  firft  riAng.  He  dcfires  to  be  ypur  friend  and 
confederate  -,  and  though  according  to  your  tra* 
ditions  he  might  pretend  to  be  more  abfoluce  in 
•*  thefe  dominions,  he  makes  no  other  ufc  of  his  au- 
•*  thority,  but  to  promote  your  advantage,  and  to 
^  con>nnce  you  that  you  have  departed  from  the 
•*  worlhip  of  the  true  God,  to  pay  your  adora^- 
tion  to  infenfible  pieces  of  wood,  carved  out  by 
your  Qwn  hands,  to  whqm  you  inhumanly  facrificc 
your  fellow  creatures.**  He  made  uft  of  other  ar- 
guments to  induce  Motezuma  to  renounce  his  idola- 
try ;  and  having  ended  his  fpeech,  the  emperor  arofe, 
faying,  "  I  accept  the  friendfhip  and  confederacy  of 
the  great  defcendant  of  Quezalcoal;  but  all  gods 
are  good,  and  yours  may  be  fo  without  offence  to 
mine.  In  the  mean  time  repofe  yourfelves,  you 
are  in  your  own  houfe,  where  you  fhall  be  pundtu* 
**  ally  ferved  with  all  poffible  refpcdt."  He  then 
gave  orders  for  fome  Mexicans,  without  to  bring  in  4 
prefent  that  he  defigned  for  Cortes,  and  which  was  a 
yery  valuable  one,  confifting  of  pieces  of  gold,  cot» 
(on  robes,  and  other  curiofities  -,  and  at  the  fame 
time^  with  an  air  of  chearful  generofity,  h?  diftribut- 
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ed  fome  jewels  among  the  Spaniards  who  were  pre-J 
lent. 

The  ne^t  day  Cortes  demanded  an  audience,  which 
w;is  immediately  granted  •,  he  therefore  dreffcd  him- 
felf  in  his  gaycft  apparel,  without  quitting  his  arms, 
and  fet  out  for  the  palace  with  Juan  Velafquez  dc 
Leon,  Diego  de  Ordaz,  Pe^ro  de  Alverado,  and  fix 
or  feven  favourite  foldiers.     The  ftreets  were  crowd-: 
cd  with  vail  multitudes  of  people,  who  made  way  to 
let  them  pafs,  often  pronouncing  amidft  their  accla- 
mations the  word  Teule,  or  God ;  with  which  the  Spa- 
hiards  were  pleafed,  from  the  opinion  that  this  ex-, 
traordinary  veneration  would  contribute  to  their  fuc- 
cefs.     At  fome  diftance  appeared  Motezuma's  pa- 
lace •,  a  prodigious  pile  of  building  which  had  thirty 
,  g^tes  that  opened  to  as  many  different  ftreets.     The 
principal  front  took  up  one  fide  of  a  fpacioys  fqiiare^ 
and  was  of  red,  whiti?,  and  black  jafper,  beautifully 
polifhed  ;  and  in  a  large  fhield  over  the  gate,  was  re- 
prefehted  Motezu'tna's  arms,  a  griffin  Yfith  its  wings[ 
extended,  holding  a  fyger  in  its  talons.     When  the 
Spaniards  approached   this  entrance,    the  Mexicans 
who  accompanied  Cortes,  walked  up  to  one  fide  of 
it  •,  then  retiring,  formed  a  fcmicircle,  that  they  might 
enter  two  a-breaft :  for  it  was  efleemed  irreverent  to 
enter  the  royal  palace  in  a  crowd.     After  their  hav-j 
ing  paffed  three  fquar^'s,  they  reached  Motezuma's 
apartments.,  which  they  admired  for  their  lai^enefe 
and  furnitvire.     The  walls  were  covered  with  cotton 
hangings,  interwoven  with  furs ;  and  the  innermoft 
rooms  were  adorned,  with  a  v^ry  beautiful  kind  of 
tapeftry,  compofed  of  feathers.     The  floors  were  co- 
vered wjth  mats,  and  the  roofs  were  of  cyprefs,  ce- 
dar, and  Qther  kinds  of  odoriferous  woods,  adorn- 
ed   with   foliages     and   relievos;    and  though   the 
ufe  of  nails  was  unknown  to  the  Mexicans,  me  ciel- 
ings   were  fo  contrived,   that  the  planks  fupported 
each  Qtlier.     In  thefe  fpagious  rooms  were  officers  who 
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guarded  the  entrance,  and  at  the  door  of  the  anti- 
chamber,  were  the  nobility  and  magiftratcs,  who  re- 
ceived Cortes  with  much  civility ;  but  detained  him 
till  they  had  taken  off  their  fandals  and  rich  mantles, 
and  put  on  others,  that  made  a  lefs  fplendid  appear- 
ance :  for  they  thought  it  preliimptuous  to  appear  ia 
their  richcft  apparel  before  the  emperor.  Motczuma, 
who  was  (landing  with  all  his  enfigns  of  royalty  about 
hi  n,  advanced  fome  fteps  to  meet  Cortes  -,  who  com- 
ing forward  with  a  low  bpw,  the  emperor  laid  his 
hands  upon  his  (houlders,  gave  the  reft  of  the  Spa- 
niards a  fmile,  and  then  feating  himfelf,  defired  them 
to  fit,  and  entered  into  converfation  with  great  free- 
dom -,  alked  feveral  queftions,  relating  to  the  man- 
ners and  politics  of  the  eaftern  countries,  and  made 
very  judicious  remarks  upon  the  anfwers  of  Cortes. 
He  then  mentioned,  how  much  the  Mexicans  were 
obliged  to  the  defcendants  of  their  firft  king ;  and 
feemed  to  rejoice  in  having  the  prophecy  fulfilled  in 
his  reign.  Cortes  turned  the  difcourfe  upon  religion, 
and  particularly  exclaimed  againft  human  facrifices 
with  fuch  warmth,  that  Motezuma  from  that  day 
banifhed  diflies  of  human  flefli  from  his  table; 
though  he  maintained,  that  there  was  no  cruelty  in 
offering  to  the  gods  the  prilbners  of  war,  who  were 
already  condemned  to  death. 

Some  days  after  this  interview,  Motezuma,  wha 
was  ftill  very  fond  of  his  own  religion,  condufted 
Cortes  and  fome  of  his  principal  officers,  with  fa- 
ther Bartholomew,  to  the  chief  temple,  in  order 
to  let  them  fee  its  magnificence ;  but  before  they 
were  admitted,  he  cautioned  them  to  behave  with 
decency.  The  gates  of  this  fpacious  edifice  being 
opened,  he  himfelf  explained  the  particulars  of  their 
worfhip  with  fuch  folemnity,  as  excited  the  laughter 
of  the  Spaniards,  whofe  rudenefs  upon  this  occafion 
is  not  excufable.  Cortes  being  here  tranfported  by 
a  ridiculous  and  unreafonable  zeal,  cried  to  Mote* 
zuma,   **  Allow  me,  Sir,  to  fix  the  crofs  of  Chrift 
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*'  before  thefe  images  of  the  devil,  and  you  will  fea 
**  whether  they  deferve  adoration  or  contempt."  Both 
Motezuma  and  the  priefts  were  enraged  at  this  pro- 
pofal :  the  former  defired  them  to  withdraw,  and 
following  him  to  the  thre(hol(^,  added,  "  You  may 
•*  return  to  your  houfe,  my  friends;  but  I  (hall  (lay 
*'  to  a(k  pardon  of  my  gods,  for  having  fuflfered 
^^  you  to  proceed  fo  far.*'  Yet  notwithftanding  his  zeal 
for  his  religion,  he  was  fo  far  from  thinking  of  tyran- 
nizing over  the  confciences  of  the  Spaniards,  that  he 
ordered  workmen  to  be  fent  to  aflift  them  in  fitting 
up  a  chapel  -,  in  which  both  he  and  his  chiefs  were 
frequently  prefent  when  mafs  was  performed. 

It  may  here  be  proper  to  give  a  more  particular 
defcription  of  the  city  of  Mexico,  which  was  divided 
into  two  parts :  one,  wh^re  the  meaner  fort  refidcd, 
was   called  Tlatelulco  •,    while  the  other,   appropri- 
ated to  the  court  and  the  nobility,  had  the  name  of 
Mexico  ;  which  from  thence  w^  given  to  the  whole 
city,  that  contained  60,000  families.     This  capital 
flood  in  a  fpacious  plain,  encompaffed  by  high  rock^ 
and  mountains ;   from  which  many  rivulets   falling 
down  into  the  valley,  formed  feveral  lakes :  among 
which  there  were  two  that  extended  about  30  leagues 
in  circumference,  and  were  furrounded  by  fifty  towns. 
Thefe  lakes  had  a  communication  with  each  othef 
through  openings  left  in  a  (lone  wall,  by  which  they 
were  divided  i  and  over  thefe  openings  were  wooden 
bridges,  with   (Juices  on  each  fide,    by  which  the 
lower  lake  was  fupplied  from  the  other.     The  wa- 
ter of  the  uppermolt  was  frc(h,  whDe  fhat  of  the 
•  lower  vyas  fait ;  which  folcly  proceeded  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  foil.     The  city  of  Mexico  dood  iff  the 
middle  of  the  fait  lake,  in  19^.  13'.  north  latitude, 
vet  it  enjoyed  a  mild  and  healthy  climate.     It  was 
joined  to  the  main- land   by  three  noble  caofeways. 
The  (Ireets  were  itraight  and  large,  and  had  a  great 
number  of  canals  for  the  convenience  of  water-car- 
riage^ in  barks  and  canoes  of  different  fizes ;  above 
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50,000  of  which  belonged  to  the  city.  All  the  pu- 
blic edifices  and  houfcs  of  the  nobility  were  built  of 
ftonc ;  and  though  the  dwellings  of  the  common 
people  were  meaner,  and  more  irregular,  they,  as 
well  as  the  others,  were  laid  out  in  fiich  a  manner,  as 
to  form  fcvcral  courts,  in  which  their  merchandize 
was  expofed  to  falc. 

Their  temples,  as  has  been  already  obferved,  were 
fpacious  and  magnificent,  particularly  that  dedicated 
to  Vitzliputzli,  their  god  of  war,  their  fupreme  deity. 
A  wall  of  hewn  ftonc,  on  which  were  cut  wreaths  of 
ferpents,  furrounded  a  large  fquare  -,  and  though  the 
houfes  of  the  priefts  and  their  fervants  were  eredted 
round  the  infide  of  this  wall,  there  was  left  room 
fufficient  for  10,000  perfors  to  dance  upon  their  fo- 
lemn  feftivals,  On  each  fide  of  the  wall  was  a  gate, 
over  which  were  four  ftatues  of  ftone,  reprefenting 
fome  inferior  deities ;  to  whom  the  people  paid  re- 
verence as  they  entered.  At  a  fmall  diftance  from 
the  principal  gate,  was  aplace  of  worfliip,  flat  on  the 
top ;  the  four  fides  of  which  were  cncompafled  by 
trunks  of  trees,  with  holes  bored  in  them  at  equal 
diflances,  through  which  paifcd  feveral  bars  run 
through  the  heads  of  men  who  had  been  facrificed. 
In  the  centre  of  the  fquare  ftood  a  lofty  ftone  tower, 
with  a  ftair-cale  that  confifted  of  1 20  fteps,  by  which 
the  people  afcended  to  the  top,  where  was  a  flat 
pavement  40  feet  fquare,  beautifully  paved  with 
jafper,  and  furrounded  with  a  balluftrade  of  a  fer- 
pcntine  form.  At  the  top  of  die  ftairs  ftood  two 
marble  ftatyes,  well  executed,  fupporting  two  large 
candlefticks  of  an  extraordinary  make.  A  little  far- 
ther was  a  green  ftone,  raifed  about  three  feet  from 
the  pavement,  on  which  the  priefts  extended  the  mi- 
I'erable  victim,  while  they  opened  his  breaft  and 
plucked  out  his  heart.  Beyond  this  ftone  ftood  a 
chapel  of  excellent  workmanftiip,  which  fronted  the 
Rair-cafc  1  and  here  the  idol  was  placed  upon  a  high 
altar,  fumipndcd  with  curtains.     Tliis  idol  was  in 
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ments  were  black,  and  no  other  light  was  admitted, 
but  what  proceeded  from  fome  narrow  openings  in 
the  walls,  which  were  but  juft  fufficient  to  difcovcr 
the  gloomy  objefts  within. 

Motezuma  had  alio  feveral  pleafant  country  re- 
treats, and  large  forefts  for  the  chafe  of  wild  beads, 
in  which  he  greatly  delighted.  In  thefe  (ports  a  num- 
ber of  perfons  furrounded  the  game,  and  contrafled 
the  circle  into  a  certain  fpace,  where  he  beheld  the 
combats  of  his  huntl'men  with  the  wild  beads,  in 
which  the  Mexicans  were  equally  dexterous  and  dar- 
ing. 

Motezuma  had  two  forts  of  guards ;  the  one  of 
200  nobles,  who  were-  obliged  to  attend  every  day 
at  the  palace,  to  guard  his  perfon.  This  attendance 
was  divided  between  two  bodies  that  were  upon  duty 
by  turns,  comprehending  the  lords  of  the  whole  em- 
pire, who  were  obliged  to  come  to  court  from  the 
mod  didant  provinces.  This  was  a  fcheme  which 
Motezuma  himfelf  had  contrived  for  keeping  the 
nobility  in  depcndance,  and  rendering  himieli  ac- 
quainted with  their  perfons,  capacities  and  diipofi- 
tions.  His  other  guards  were  compofed  of  foldiers, 
who  filled  the  courts  of  the  palace,  and  were  poded 
}n  bodies  at  the  principal  gates. 

Motezuma  had  two  wives,  who  bore  the  title  of 
queens,  and  were  the  daughters  of  tributary  princes ; 
thefe  were  lodged  in  feparate  apartments,  and  lived 
in  equal  fplendor.  His  concubines,  however,  who 
were  feledbed  from  the  mod  beautiful  women^through- 
out  his  dominions,  exceeded  3000  ;  and  thefe,  when 
diimifled,  were  married  by  perfons  of  the  fird  qua- 
lity :^  for  they  were  generally  rich,  and  thought  to 
be  highly  honoured  by  their  being  admitted  to  the 
lptapcror*s  embrace^. 

he  often  ate  in  public,  it  was  always 
ble  was  generally  flirniflied  with  above 
Jftrent  meats,  fome  of  which  were  well 
thefe  he  chofe  a  certain  number  for 
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his  own  ufe,  and  the  rrft  were  divided  among  tlie 
nobles  and  his  guards.  He  fat  on  a  little  ftool  at  a 
large  low  table;  the  clQth3  and  napkins  of  which 
were  of  fine  cotton.  His  dining-room  was  divided  in 
the  middle  by  a  rail,  which  kept  both  the  crowd 
and  his  own  domeftics  at  a  diftance,  without  ob- 
ftruding  the  view ;  and  within  the  rail  he  was  at- 
tended by  three  or  four  old  fayourite  fervants.  The 
diihes  were  brought  in  by  twenty  women  richly  or- 
namented, who  ferved  up  the  meat,  and  prefentcd 
him  with  the  cup.  The  cloths  and  napkins,  as  well 
as  all  the  difhes  of  fine  earthen  ware,  on  their  being 
once  ufed,  were  di^ibuted  among  the  fervants. 
After  his  meals  he  took  a  kind  ot  chocolate,  and 
fmoaked  tobacco  perfumed  with  liquid  amber, 
Indeed  the  juice  of  this  herb  was  one  of  the  ingre- 
dients with  which  the  priefts  intoxicated  themfelves, 
whenever  they  were  obliged  to  deliver  an  oracular 
anfwer.  There  were  generally  at  the  table  three  or 
four  buflbons,  who  diverted  the  emperor  with  their 
ludicrous  talents*^  and  at  propter  intervals  he  was 
entertained  with  mufic,  compofed  of  pipes  and  in- 
ftrumcnts  made  of  fca  (hells,  iaccompanied  by  voices, 
which  formed  an  agreeable  concert.  The  fubjeft  of 
thefe  fongs  was  generally  the  memorable  a£tions  of 
their  kins9,  and  the  exploits  of  their  anceftors. 
They  had  alfo  merry  fongs  ufed  in  dancing ;  when 
the  voice  was  accompanied  with  two  little  drums, 
made  of  hollow  pieces  of  wood,  of  different  fizes 
and  founds. 

Upon  other  occafions  the  people  aflembled  in  the 
porches  and  fquares  of  the  temples,  made  matches 
tor  wreftling,  running  races,  and  (hooting  at  a 
mark.  Here  were  likewife  rope-dancers,  who  perform- 
ed with  furprifing  dexterity,  without  the  alTiftance  of 
poles  -,  and  alfo  great  numbers  of  people  playing  at 
ball,  ne^r  the  ftattic  of  an  idol  brought  out  by  the 
priefts,  as  the  fuperintendant  of  that  diverfion.  In 
^orr,  the  people  of  Mexico  were  jvlmoft  daily  dj- 

vcrrcH 


by  HERNANDO  CORTES.      269 

•    • 

verted  with  fuch  fpefkacles  and  amufements,  as  were 
calculated  by  Motezuma  to  entertain  them,  and 
prevent  their  employing  their  thoughts  to  his  pre-» 
judice, 

The  great  revenue  which  enabled  Motezuma  to 
fupport  the  expence  of  his  court,  and  to  keep  two 
krge  armies  conftantly  in  the  field,  arofe  from  the 
contributions  levied  on  the  fubjeft,  which  amounted 
to  one  third  of  the  annual  produce  of  that  vaft  em- 
pire i  from  the  fait- works  and  other  taxes,  eftablifh* 
cd  from  time  immemorial,  and  from  the  produce  of 
the  gold  and  filver  mines.     All  the  towns  in  the 
neighbourhood*  of  Mexico  provided  ii^n   for  the 
king's  works,  and  fuel  for  the  palace.     The  nobility 
were  obliged  to  guard  the  emperor's  perfon,  to  fervc 
in  his  armies  with  a  certain  number  of  vaflals,  and 
to  make  him  prefents ;  which,  though  he  received 
as  gifts,  they  durft  npt  negleft.     He  had  different 
treafures  for  all  the  different  kinds  of  contributions ; 
and  the  tribunal  of  the  crown  revenue,  having  iflu- 
<ed  out  what  was  neceffary  for  the  expence  of  the 
palaces,  and  for  war,   converted  the  overplus  into 
ingots  of  gold.     Befide  this  tribunal,    there  was  a 
council  of  juftice,  which  received  appeals  from  in- 
ferior courts  'y  a  council  of  ftate,  and  a  council  of 
war-,  judges  of  commerce,  and  other  officers.    As 
they  had  no  written  laws.  But  were  governed  by  the 
cufloms  and  inflitutions  of  their  ancellors,  their  trials 
were  fummary  and  verbal :  murder,  theft,  adultery, 
and  any  flight  aifrefpedt  toward  the  emperor,  were 
punifbed  with  death ;  but  all  other  crimes  were  eafily 
pardoned. 

When  an  emperor  was  elefted,  he*was  obliged  tP 
obtain  fome  viftory  over  his  enemies,  before  he  wa» 
permitted  to  afcend  the  throne:  but  having  thus 
proved  himfelf  qualified  for  the  talk  of  reigning,  by 
his  fuccefs,  he  returned  in  triumph;  and  having 
made  his  public  entry  with  great  ftate  and  folemiuty, 
9U  the  nobility,  minifters,  and  priefts,  attended  him 
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to  the  temple  of  the  ^odof  war,  where  he  alighted  frorri 
his  chariot,  and  having  offered  the  accuftomary  facri- 
fice,  was  cloathed  by  the  eleftors  in  royal  robes  ;  who 
alfo  put  into  his  right  hand,  a  golden  fword^  as  an  en- 
fign  of  jufticc  i  and  in  his  left,  a  bow  and  arrows,  to 
fignify  his  power  and  command  in  war.  Then  the 
cacique  of  Tezeuco  placed  a  kind  of  gold  mitre 
on  his  head.  This  ceremony  being  performed,  one 
of  the  moft  eloquent  of  the  magiftrates  made  a 
fpeech,  in  which  he  congratulated  him  on  his  new 
dignity ;  expatiated  on  the  cares  ahd  troubles  that 
attend  a  throne^  and  upon  the  duty  of  a  fovercign* 
The  chief  prieft  then  approaching,  tendered  him  an 
oath ;  by  which  he  bound  himfelf  to  maintain  the 
religion  of  his  anceftors,  and  the  laws  and  cuftoms 
of  the  empire ;  to  treat  his  vaflals  with  lenity :  and 
abfurdly  promifed  to  procure  fcafonable  rains,  to  pre- 
vent fterility,  inundations,  and  the  malignant  influ- 
ences of  the  fun  and  planets. 

New-born  infants  were  taken  with  great  folemnity 
to  the  temples,  where  the  pricfts  gave  them  fome 
admonitions  relating  to  the  troubles  to  which  they 
were  born.     When  the  child  was  the  fon  of  one  of* 
the  nobles,  they  put  a  fword  into  his  right  hand  ; 
and  upon  his  left  arm  a  fhield,  kept  in  the  temple 
for  that  purpofe.     If  he  was  of  a  plebeian  extrac- 
tion, they  put  mechanical  inftruments  in  his  hands  ; 
but  the  females  of  both  ranks  were  prefented  with 
the  fpindlc  and  diftaff.     After  this  ceremony  was 
performed,  the  infant  was  taken  to  the  altar,  and 
his  privities  pricked  with  a  thorn,  or  cut  with  a  lan- 
cet of  flint,   fo  as  to  draw  a  few  drops  of  blood ; 
which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  they  were  fprinkled 
with  water.     The  children  of  the  plebeians  were  in- 
ftrufted  in  public  fchools,  and  thofe  of  the  nobility 
in  well  endowed  colleges,  where  they  palled  through 
three  fucceflive  clafles ;  in  the  firft  of  which  they 
were  taught  to  read  the  charadcrs  and  hieroglyphics, 
and  to  repeat  the  hiftorical  fongs :  in  the  fecpnd,  they 
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•were  inftrufted  in  the  rules  of  civility,  modefty,  and 
a  polite  behaviour :  and  in  the  third,  they  were  in- 
ured to  robuft  excrcifes,  as  wreftling,  managing  their 
arms  j  the  hardfliips  of  fufFcring  hunger  and  thirft, 
and  the  inclemencies  of  the  weather.  Having  ac- 
quired thefe  qualifications,  the  young  noblemen  who 
were  defigned  for  war,  were  fent  as  volunteers  to  the 
army,  in  order  to  accuftom  them  to  dangers  and 
hardfliips ;  where  they  were  often  placed  among  the 
baggage-men,  and  their  flioulders  loaded  with  pro- 
vim)ns,  to  mortify  their  vanity,  and  inure  their  bo- 
dies to  fatigue.  After  which  they  were  obliged  to 
give  fome  proofs  of  valour,  before  they  could  be  en- 
rolled as  foldiers. 

Their  marriage  ceremony  was  very  fimple:  for 
the  contract  being  fetded,  the  parties  appeared  in 
the  temple ;  when  the  priefl:  having  examined  them 
with  refpeft  to  their  mutual  paifion,  he  tied  a  tip 
of  the  woman's  veil  to  the  corner  of  the  bride- 
groom's garment,  and  accompanied  them,  joined  in 
this  milliner,  to  th^ir  habitation,  where  they  went 
feven  times  round  the  fire,  and  then  fitting  down 
to  receive  an  equal  ftiare  of  the  heat,  the  marriage 
was  compleated.  The  huftjand  then  requefted  the 
bride's  portion  ;  but,  in  cafe  of  reparation,  was  after- 
ward obliged  to  return  it,  which  was  often  ef- 
feded  by  mutual  confcnt.  In  that  cafe,  the  boys  re- 
mained with  the  father,  and  the  girls  with  the  mo- 
ther; and  the  marriage  being  thus  difiblved,  the 
parties  were  forbid  to  join  again  on  pain  of  death. 

The  Mexicans  believed  the  immortality  of  the 
(bul,  and  that  it  was  rewarded  or  puniflied  in  a  fu- 
ture ftate ;  but  buried  gold  and  filver  with  the  de- 
ceafed  to  defray  the  cxpence  of  their  journey,  which 
they  imagined  to  be  long  and  troublefomc.  Some 
iervants  were  even  flain  to  bear  them  company  -,  and 
the  wives  frequently  killed  thcmfelves  in  order  to  ac- 
com|iany  their  hufbands  ;  and  when  the  emperor  died, 

all 
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all  his  houfliold  officers  and  fiavourites  were  obliged  ttf 
follow  him  to  the  other  world. 

The  Mexican  year,  as  well  as  ours,  confided  of  36^ 
days,  but  was  divided  into  eighteen  months,  of 
twenty  days  each ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  year,  five 
days  appropriated  to  plcafiire,  and  a  ceilation  frcon 
bufinels,  were  added  to  make  it  anfwer  the  courfe 
of  the  fim.  They  had  alfo  a  kind  of  weeks  of  thir-^ 
teen  days,  to  which  difierent  names  were  given  ;  and 
a  much  longer  period,  ftiled  ages,  which  confifted  of 
four  weeks  of  years.  This  large  period  was  reprc- 
fented  in  a  very  fingular  manner :  In  the  centre«of  a 
circle,  divided  into  fifty  two  degrees,  allowing  a  year 
for  each,  they  painted  the  fun ;  from  whofe  rays  pro- 
ceeded four  lines  of  difierent  colours,  which  equal- 
ly divided  the  circumference,  leaving  thirteen  de- 
grees to  each  quarter :  and  here  the  fun  had  his 
Iprofpercus  or  adverfe  afpefts,  according  to  the  co-^ 
our  of  the  line.  In  a  larger  circle,  which  inclofed 
the  other,^they  marked  with  their  charafters  the 
chief  occurrences  of  the  age  •,  and  thefe  fecular  an- 
nals were  confidered  as  public  inflxuments  that  ferved 
for  proofs  of  hifi:orical  fafts. 

The  Mexicans  feemed  to  vie  with  each  other,  in 
cxprefling  their  regard  for  the  Spaniards.  They 
were  daily  entertained  with  fome  new  diverfion,  at 
which  Motezuma  appeared  in  perfon ;  a  condefccn- 
fion  that  infpired  the  people  with  a  higher  reverence' 
and  efteem  ror  thefe  ftrangers.  He  appeared  parti- 
cularly fond  of  Cortes ;  fpending  great  part  of  his 
time  with  him  :  and  contracted  an  acquaintance  with 
his  captains,  to  whom  he  frequently  made  prefents  ; 
in  which  he  diftinguifiied  the  merit  of  each  with 
great  difcernment.  Thus  the  Spaniards  enjoyed  an 
agreeable  repofe  -,  but  were  at  length  alarmed  by  a 
letter  from  Vera  Cruz,  brought  by  two  Tlafcalan 
ibldiers,  who  had  difguifed  themfelves,  fo  as  to  ap- 
pear like  Mexicans,  and  had  entered  the  city  un- 
perceived. 

This 
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This  letter  informed  Coltes,  that  fame  of  the  In-* 
dians  in  alhance  with  the  •  Spaniards  complained  to 
Juan  de  Efcalante,  that  Qualpopoca,  one  of  Mote- 
zuma's  generals,  had  aflembled  a  great  body  of  for«' 
ces  upon  the  fix)ntiers  of  Zempoalla,  where  th^ 
levied  contributions  with  great  cruelty.  Upon  which 
Efcalante  fent  to  defire  the  Mexican  general  to  fuf- 
pend  hoftilities  till  further  orders  ihould  come  from 
Mexico,  where  the  Spaniards,  the  allies  of  thofe 
people,  were  entertained  by  Motczuma- with  great 
nofpitality.  But  Qualpopoca  fending  a  very  inib- 
lent  anfwer,  Efcalante  was  fo  provoked,  thai  he 
marched  againft  him  at  the  head  of  forty  Spaniards, 
and  2006  Indians ;  and  coming  to  an  engagement, 
he  put  the  Mexicans  to  flight  *,  and  notwithftanding 
his  being  almoft  entirely  abandoned  by  his  Indian 
allies,  purfued  them  to  the  next  town,  where  he  at* 
tacked  them  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  entirely 
routed  and  diflodged  them.  This  vi&ory  however  • 
coft  the  Spaniards  very  dear  -,  for  Juan  de  Efcalante 
was  mortally  wounded,  (ix  of  the  foldiers  alfo  re- 
ceived feveral  wounds,'  and  Juan  de  Arguillo,  a  man 
of  extraordinary  ftature,  was  carried  off  alive.  In 
this  letter  the  council  of  Vera  Cruz  defired  Cortes  to 
appoint  them  a  new  governor,  and  to  give  diredtions 
relating  to  their  affairs. 

Cortes  being  greatly  concerned  at  the  lofs  of  Juan 
de  Efcalante,  he  communicated  the  letter  to  his  cap- 
tains ;  defired  that  each  of  them  would  give  his  opi- 
nion freely  at  their  next  meeting ;  and  the  following 
morning  fent  for  fome  of  the  moft  fenfible  Indians 
in  his  army,  when  having  aflced  then\  if  they  had 
lately  perceived  any  change  in  the  behaviour  or  dif* 
courfe  of  the  Mexicans  ?  They  informed  him,  that 
the  nobles  appeared  penfive  and  myfterious;  that 
they  had  heard  fome  of  the  people  talk  of  breaking 
down  the  caufcway  ;  and  that  there  was  a  report  that 
a  Spaniard's  head  had  been  prefented  to  Motezuma, 
who  viewed  it  with  aftoniftiment  on  accoupt  of  its 
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lar^nefs,  and  the  fieroenels  of  its  afpeft,  and  imme^ 
lately  ordered  it  to  be  concealed. 

Fcom  theie  circumftances,  and  particularly  that  of 
the  head,  which  Cortes  fuppofed  belonged  to  Ar- 
guillo,  he  imniedtately  concluded,  that  the  Mexi- 
dui$  were  reiblved  on  his  deftruftion,  and  Mote* 
zxtrnz  himfelf  had  concerted  the  ruin  of  the  Spa- 
niards ;  he  therefore  immediately  afiembled  his  coun- 
cil, coiiipofed  of  the  captains  and  (bme  favourite  fol- 
ders,, and  having  told  them  his  hints  he  had  re- 
ceived from  the  Indians,  afked  their  advice.  Some 
propbfed  that  they  (hould  retire  privately  in  the 
nighty  others  that  they  fhould  obtain  a  paflfport 
from  Motezuma,  and  then  retire  publickly,  and 
march  to  the  relief  of  Vera  Cnvz :  but  the  greateft 
part  were  of  opinion,  that  they  ftiould  continue  at 
Mexico  without  fceming  to  know  what  had  pa0ed 
at  Vera  Cruz,  till  they  could  find  a  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  retreating  with  lafcty.  However  none  of 
thefe  fchcmes  were  approved  by  Cortes,  who  pro- 
pofed  their  feizing  Motezuma,  conveying  him  to 
their  own  quarters,  and  detaining  him  there  as  zn 
hoftageibr  the  fincerity  of  his  people.  This  daring 
propo&l  he  fupported  with  all  his  eloquence,  and 
vntn  fuch  fuccefs,  that  it  was  unanimoufly  ap« 
plauded. 

*  Cortes  having  chofcn  the  hour,  when  the  Spa- 
niards were  accuftomed  to  wait  upon  Motezuma, 
for  the  execution  of  his  bold  projeft,  ordered  his 
people  to  arm  themfclves  in  their  quarters,  privately 
to  faddle  their  horfes,  and  to  wait  without  noife  fof 
farther  inftruiflions.  He  then  occupied  all  the  avc- 
Bues  to  the  palace,  with  JTmall  fcattered  detachments  j 
and  direfting  thirty  choice  men  to  follow  him  at  a 
diftance,  went  thither  attended  by  four  of  his  cap- 
tains, who,  as  they  ufually  carried  their  arms  with 
them,  their  doing  fo  now  occafioned  no  fufpicions* 
Motezuma,  according  to  cuftom,  came  cut  of  his 
apartment  to  receive  the  vifit,  and  his  fcrvants  retired, 

as 
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d&  ufuaU  to 'another  pvt  0f.  the  p$Iiw:e;  wbw  Cor- 
KTS^  with  an  air  qf  rpkntmanU  complained  qf  the 
Mexicaa  genciial  for  attacking  his  confedtrates,  in 
violation  df  a  peace,  uf&der  Mrhich  they  thopghc 
then)fclves  fecure ;  for  murdering  a  Spaniarc)  in  cold 
blood,  and  endeavouring  ta vindicate  his  perfidious 
condud,  by  declaring  that  he  ai£ted  in  obedience  to 
his  majefty's  coaimands. 

On  hearing  this  charge,  Motezuma  changed  co-! 
lour^  but  denied  ic  with  marks  of  cohfufion;  whea 
Cortes^  pretending  to  believe  him  innocent,  replied^ 
that  after  fuch  a  declaration  made  by  his  general^ 
neither  the  Spaniards  nor  his  own  fubjedts  would  bo 
undeceived,  unlefs  he  took  ibme  extraordinary  ftep 
to  efface  the  impreOiao  made  by  fuch  a  calumny^ 
That  he  was  therefore  come  to  b^g*  be  would  with- 
out any  dillurbance  repair  with  him  to.  the  Spaniih 
quarters ;  where  he  (hould  be  treated  with  all  the 
reverence  and  refped:  due  to  hi$  majeily,  till  his  cha^ 
ra6ter  ihould  be  vindicated  to  the  fatisfaAion  of  all 
mankind.  Motezuma,  amazed  and  incenfcd  at  the 
boldnefs  of  this  requeft,  replied,  that  princes  of  his 
rank  were  not  accuftomed  to  go  tamely  to'prifon  ; 
nor  would  his  fubjcdts  permit  his  fo  far  forgetting 
his  duty,  as  to  (loop  to  fo  bale  a  compliance.  Not-* 
withftanding  Cortes  made  ufc  of  other  arguments, 
he  flill  refuied  to  leave  his  palace ;  but  being  fen- 
fible  of  his  danger,  offered  to  fend  immediately  for 
Qualpopoca,  and  to  deliver  him  with  all  his  officers 
into  Cortes's  hands,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  give 
him  two  of  his  fons  as  hoftagcs  for  the  performance 
of  his  promife.  Cortes,  however,  was  not  fatisfied 
with  thefe  expedients  •,  and  his  captains,  apprehend- 
ing that  the  delay  might  be  dangerous,  begnn  to 
grow  clamorous ;  and,  among  others,  Juan  Velaf- 
quez  de  Leon,  called  aloud,  fince  he  will  pot  hear 
reafon,  let  us  feize  him  by  force,  or  kill  him  on  the 
fpot.  The  emperor  hearing  this  uttered  in  an  angry 
tone,  delired  to  know  what  he  faid ;  when  Marina, 
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to  whom  he  addrtfled  htmfelf,  earneftly  exhorted 
him,  as  his  own  vailkl  and  fubjeft,  to  comply  with- 
out hefitation,  in  order  to  preferve  his  life ;  whicfi 
had  fuch  an  tSe&j  that  he  inftantly  rofe  from  his 
feat,  and  faid  to  Cortes,  **  I  truft  myfelf  in  your 
^*  hands,  let  us  go  to  your  quarters,  for  fb  the  gods 
**  have  decreed."  He  then  ordered  hb  fervants  to 
get  ready  his  equipage;  told  his  minifters  that  he 
had  refolved  to  pafi  ipme  days  in  the  Spanifli  quar- 
ters, and  ordered  the  captain  of  the  guard  to  march 
with  a  body  of  troops  and  take  Qualpopoca  and  his 
officers  prifoners,  that  they  might  fufier  for  having 
invaded  Zempoalla. 

Mocezuma  having  given  thefe  directions,  which 
Marina  explained  to  Cortes  and  his  officers,  he  left 
the  palace  with  his  ufual  attendants;  the  Spaniards, 
on  pretence  of  refpedb,  marching  clofe  by  his  chariot, 
which,  as  ufual,  was  carried  on  the  (boulders  of  his 
nobles.  However,  a  report  was  inftantly  fpread, 
that  the  ftrangers  fcizcd  the  emperor's  perfon ;  when 
the  ftrcets  were  fuddenly  filled  with  crowds  of  peo- 
ple, who  rent  the  air  with  their  cries ;  threw  thenv 
fclves  on  the  ground,  (bedding  floods  of  tears  for 
their  unhappy  prince ;  and  a  general  infurredtion 
would  have  certainly  followed,  had  not  Motezuma^ 
with  a  ferene  countenance  commanded  filence,  and 
a(rured  the  populace  that  he  was  going  of  his  own 
accord  to  (jpend  a  few  days  with  his  friends  the  Spa- 
niards. On  his  reaching  their  quarters  he  ordered 
his  guards  to  difperie  the  populace,  and  his  minifters 
to  make  it  known,  that  the  leaft  tumult  or  difturbi- 
ance,  (hould  be  puni(hed  with  death.  He  then  be- 
haved, in  a:  very  courteous  manner  to  the  Spanilh  fol- 
diers,  who  came  out  to  receive  him  •,  and  having 
chofen  an  apartment,  at  fome  diftance  from  thole  in 
the  poffefTion  of  the  Spaniards,  it  was  inftantly  fur- 
nifhed  for  his  reception. 

Cortes  immediately  doubled  the  guards, .  pofted 
cendncls  at  all  the  avenues  v  ^kxid^  under. the  pretence 
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of  keeping  his  majefty  fix)m  being  crowded,  reftrift- 
-cd  the  minifters  and  courtiers  that  waited  upon  Mote- 
zun)2L  to  a  certain  number.  Mean  while  he  prefcrved 
all  the  formalities  of  decorum,  and  treated  the  em- 
peror with  his  ufual  refpeft,  while  that  prince  ap- 
peared chearful  and  in  good  humour,  and  feenned 
perfcftly  pleafed  with  his  fituation.  He  ftill  exercifed 
all  the  funftions  of  royalty,  held  councils,  granted 
aud'ences,  and  with  the  fame  freedom  as  ufual,  regu^ 
lated  both  the  civil  and  military  government  of -his 
kingdom.  His  table  was  fupplied  frt>m  the  palace  in 
a  moft  plentiful  manner,  in  order  that  the  Spaniards 
might  feaft  oa  the  fuperfluity  s  and  he  conftanrly  fent 
fome  delicacies  to  Cortes  and  .his  captains^  each  idf 
'whom  he  could  call  by  their  names.  While  he  occa- 
fionally  converfed  with  them,  he  ftudied  their  tem- 
pers, and  without  defcendin^  beneath  the  dignity  of 
his  charaAer,  feafbned  his  difcourfe  with  pleafantry. 
All  the  time  in  which  he  was  not  employed  in  bufi- 
nefs,  he  paded  among  them  *,  and  fometimes  he  played 
with  Cortes  at  Tololoque,  a  game  wl^ich  confided  of 
tipping  down  fmall  pins  of  gold,  with  little  balls  of  the 
fame  metal  -,  and  asthcy  played  for  jewels  and  trinkets, 
the  emperor  diftributed  his  winnings  among  the  Spa- 
niards, and  Cortes  fhared  his  good  fortune  among 
Motezuma's  inferior  officers. 

While  things  were  in  this  fituation,  the  captain  o( 
the  guard  returned  with  Qualpopoca,  his  Ton,  and 
fifteen  of  the  nobles  ;  they  had  furrendercd  themfclves 
at  the  fight  of  the  royal  fignet^  and  now  arrived  in 
about  twenty  days  after  the  beginning  of  Motczuma's 
confinement.  Many  great  men  went  out  to  meet 
them,  and  their  general  was  brought  in  upon  men's 
(houlders,  when  Qualpopoca  appearing  before  the 
emperor,  the  latter  upbraided  him  for  having  killed 
the  Spaniard,  and  delivered  him  and  the  other  officers 
into  the  hands  of  Cortes,  to  whom  they  confefled 
themfclves  guilty  of  having  violated  the  peace  of  their 
lyown  accord,  and  of  their  having  ordered  Ar^vVlo  tc^ 

T  3  N^ 


«78         The  Conqueft  of  M  E  X I C  O, 

be  put  to  death,  till  finding  tba(  the  Sp&nifli  general 
rcfoived  to  cake  away  their  lives,  they  laid  (he  whole 
blame  upon  the  emperor,  wbofe  orders  they  i^d 
obeyed.  Cortes,  however,  treated  this  as  a  malicious 
aj^rfion,  brought  them  to  a  formal  trial,  in  which 
the  Spaniards  were  both  th^  judges  and  accufers,  aQ4 
Cruelly  ientenced  them  to  be  burned  alive. 

To  deter  Motezum^  from  endeavouring  to  prevent 
t^  execution  of  this  fentence,  the  general  rcfoived  on 
4:akiiig  another  furprifiag  fteip.  tie  went  into  that 
iprJn^Vs  prefence,  accompa/iied  by  Marina,  fnd  three 
fS  fpiir  captains,  with  a  common  foldier  C^nving  fe(« 
tejS,  ftod  having  (aluted  the  emperor  Y^itkfiJBip  ufual 
•jrff^dt,  turned  4  peremptory  look,  and  k|  a  loud 
yaice  tokl  him,  that  Qualpopoca  and  his  officers  had 
acknowledged  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  con- 
i^mned  to  death ;  but  a3  th^  pretended  they  it^ 
done  nothing  without  his  orders,  it  was  neceflaiy  tbM 
^  (hould  fufier  ibme  perfonal  mortification.  He 
ikext^  with  an  air  of  authority,  commanded  the  foldier 
to  fhackle  Motezuma,  and  then  leaving  him,  gave 
orders  to  the  guards  to  prevent  his  having  any  com? 
inunication  with  his  minifters.      <. 

Motezuma's  aftonifhment  at  being  treated  in  this 
ignomiaious  manner,  was  fo  great,  that  he  h^d  nei- 
ther ppwer  to  refift,  nor  fpeech  to  complain  ^  while 
his  fervants,  without  uttering  a  word,  threw  them- 
dfelves  a(  his  feet,  and,  with  fi^ns  of  the  deeped  afflic- 
tion, fupported  the  weight  ot  his  fetters,  to  prevent 
their  hurting  his  leg??.  Howeyer,  when  he  firft  re- 
covered from  his  amazement,  he  flew  into  a  tranfport 
of  rage  j  but  foon  recovering  himfelf  coUedted  his  for- 
titude, and  believing  his  life  in  danger,  waited  his 
fate  with  dignity  and  refignation. 

In  the  mean  time  Cortes  ordered  the  Mexican  ge- 
neral, with  his  fon  and  the  reft  of  the  officers,  to  be 
conduced  under  a  ftrong  guard  of  Spania^-ds,  to  a 
large  fquare,  where,  in  the  preience  of  an  innumerable 
(oncourfe  of  people,  their  hands  and  feet  were  bounds 

after 
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«fter  which  they  were  placed  on  a  large  pile  of  broken 
bows  and  arrows  ^  and  fire  being  Urt  to  it,  they  were 
loon  burned,  to  the  amazement  of  all  the  fpe^ators^ 
who,  without  making  the  leaft  difturbance,  were 
ftruck  with  awe  and  admiration.  Cortes  then  return* 
cd  to  Motezuma's  apartment,  and  telling  him  with  % 
ixnile,  that  the  traitors  who  had  prefumed  to  blemi(b 
his  m^efty's  charadler,  had  now  received  their  ju(fc 
punifhment,  he  (looped  down,  and  with  his  owo 
hands  took  off  the  fetters.  The  emperor  received  his 
liberty  with  a  tumultuous  joy,  embraced  Cortes  fe- 
veral  Vmf%  and  fitting  both  of  them  down  together, 
entered  inio  amicable  converfacion,  during  which  the 
Spanifh  general  let  him  know,  that  as  die  caufe  of 
Jiis  detention  was  now  removed,  he  might  return  to 
his  palace  whenever  he  pleafed.  -This  was  however 
-fio  more  than  a  political  oiFer,  which  he  knew  he 
would  not  embrace ;.  for  Manna  had  been  ordered  to 
jnfufe  into  him  a  firm  belief,  that  if  he  quitted  the 
Spanifh  quarters,  before  Cortes's  departure,  he  would 
-iufier  gready  in  his  reputation,  as  foon  as  it  (hould  be 
jcnown  that  he  received  his  liberty  from  the  hand  <>f 
another.  He  therefore  declined  the  offer,  and  made 
a  merit  of  his  flay  by  faying,  that  on  bis  return  to  his 
palace,  his  nobility  and  minifters  would  prefs  him  tx> 
take  up  arms,  in  order  to  obtain  iatisfadlion  for  the 
injury  he  had  undergone  •,  and  therefore,  out  of  regard 
to  the  Spaniards,  he  would  remain  where  he  was. 

From  this  rime  the  emperor  feemed  pertedlly  fatif- 
fied  with  his  fituation,  and  at  length  had  fuch  con^ 
fidence  in  Cortes,  that  he  reprefented  to  him  the  ex- 
pediency of  allowing  him  to  vifit  fome  of  his  temples, 
that  his  fubjedts  might  no  longer  look  upon  him  as  a 
prifoner  -,  which  Cortes  readily  granted,  upon  condition 
that  human  facritices  ihould  be  aboliihed.  His  firll 
excurfion  was  to  the  principal  temple,  which  he  en- 
tered with  his  ufual  pomp  and  attendance,  and  his 
appearance  was  celebrated  with  the  joyful  acclamadons 
cf  the  people,  among  whom  he  diibibuted  his  bounty 

T  4  with 
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^th  uncommon  liberality.  From  this  time  he  wear 
abroad  as  <^en  as  he  pieafed^  ibmetimes  to  the  palace 
of  his  wives,  and  at  others  to  his  pieafure-houfea, 
where  he  enjoyed  his  former  amufements,  but  never 
without-  mentioning  it  to  Cortes,  who  generally  at- 
*  tended  him  in  his  parties  of  diverfion,  and  feteied  (b 
highly  to  engrofs  his  favour,  that  the  nobles  who  hid 
any  petition  to  offer  to  the  emperor,  conftantly  foUi** 
cited  the  general's  interefl:,  which  always  proved  fuc* 
cefsful.  • 

•  But  notwithftandifig  this  feeming  tranquillity,  the 
broken  expreflfions  overheard  by  the  Tlal'calans,  aix>uc 
breaking  the  caufeways,  and  removing  the  bridges^ 
had  made  fuch  a  ,deep  impreffion  upon  Cortes*s  niind^ 
that  he  refolved  to  make  himfelf  mafter  of  the  lake, 
by  buildii^  two  brigandnes  upon  it. 

Filled  with  this  idea,  he  railed  Motezuma*s  cu- 
riolity,  by  defcribing  the  manner  of  Ruling  with  the 
wind,  which  was  endrely  unknown  to  the  Mexicans* 
and  obtained  his  permiflion  to  build  two  veifels  for  his 
majefty's  amufement,  and  the  inftruftion  of  his  fub* 
je£ts.  He  then  ordered  the  nails,  cordaee,  canvas* 
and  other  tackle,  belonging  to  the  Spanifn  fliips  that 
had  been  funk,  to  be  brought  from  Vera  Cruz,  and 
ibme  builders  who  had  enlifted  as  foldiers,  were  im* 
^mcciiatcly  fet  at  work,  with  many  of  the  Mexican  car- 
penters, who  followed  their  diredtions,  fo  that  in  a 
fliort  time  the  brigantines  were  compleated,  and  Mq- 
tezuma  refolved  .to  embark  with  the  Spaniards,  in 
order  to  have  a  nearer  view  of  this  ftrange  kind  of 
navigation.  Great  preparanons  were  made  for  this 
uncommon  fpeAacle ;  a  prodigious  number  of  canoes 
belonging  to  the  emperor  and  others,  were  finely  de- 
corated and  manned  with  the  mofl:  expert  rowers. 
The  Mexicans  firmly  believing  that  their  boats  would 
exceed  the  brigantines  in  fwiftnefs  :  However,  a 
breeze  no  fooner  fprune  up,  than  thefe  veffels  unfurled 
their  fails,  and  fbon  left  the  canoes  at  a  great  diftance. 
to  the  greiat  amazement  of  the  Indians  •,  who  could 
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form  no  idea  of  the  European  manner  of  (leering  and 
working  fuch  floating  houfcs  :  and  they  exprefsly  de- 
clared, that  by  means  of  thefe  wonderful  machines, 
they  l)elieved  the  Spaniards  could  perfedly  command 
the  elements  of  wind  and  water.  The  aftonifhment 
of  Moiezuma  was  mingled  with  joy,  and  he  beheld 
the  vi£i:ory  with  the .  highefl:  delight,  though  it  was 
obtained  over  his  own  fubje£ts. 

The  emperor  now  became  daily  more  attached  to 
Cortes,  while  the  latter  laid  hold  of  this  opportunity, 
to  defire  his  afllilance  in  accomplifhing  various  things 
he  had  in  view :  the  firft  of  which  was  the  knowledge 
of  the  gold  mines  ;  their  fituation  ^  how  they  were 
wrought,  and  what  quantity  of  that  precious  metal 
was  brought  from  them.  Motezuma  gave  him  very 
clear  and  diftind  anfwers  to  all  thofe  inquiries ;  and 
for  his  further  fatisfa£tion,  allowed  fuch  of  his  people 
as  he  could  truft,  to  go  to  the  mines,  both  within  and 
without  his  dominions.  Cortes  being  alfo  deflrous 
of  having  a  map  of  the  coafl:  of  the  Mexican  empire^ 
in  order  to  be  the  better  able  to  fix  upon  ibme  port, 
to  which  fupplies  might  be  fent  him,  the  emperor 
ordered  his  painters  to  draw  an  exadt  reprefentation 
of  all  his  territories,  with  all  the  bays,  harbours,  and 
creeks  upon  the  coaft. 

While  the  Spanilh  general  continued  to  enjoy  Mo* 
tezuma's  favour,  a  plot  was  formed,  which  neither 
the  emperor  nor  Cortes  could  forefee.  Cacumazin, 
the  emperor*s  own  nephew,  who  was  cacique  of  Te- 
zuco,  being  a  young  man  of  great  vivacity,  art,  and 
ambition,  under  the  pretence  of  delivering  Mo- 
tezuma, entertained  defigns  of  afcending  the  throne 
of  Mexico,  either  by  occafioning  an  immediate  re- 
volution, or  by  obtaining  it  by  the  favour  of  the  peo- 
ple at  the  next  eleftion.  Motezuma  was  no  fooner 
informed  of  this  plot,  than  he  went  to  communicate 
the  particulars  to  Cortes,  who  by  means  of  his  fpies, 
was  already  informed  of  the  whole.  He  however 
returned  the  emperor  thanks  for  his.  information,  and 

begged 
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begged  to  be  allowed  to  inarch  out  with  the  Spa- 
niards, to  chaftiTe  Cacumazin.  Motezuma  urged  fe- 
veral  good  arguments  againft  this  propofal,  defired 
the  general  to  leave  the  punifhment  or  the  ofFcndcr 
to  his  care,  and  foon  took  fuch  meafures,  that  his 
nephew  was  feized  and  brought  prifoner  to  Mexico, 
^  Jwhere  he  was  clofcly  confined.  At  this  very  time 
Cacumazin  had  a  brother  in  Mexico,  who  was  a 
youth  of  great  courage,  whom  Motezuma  had  taken 
into  his  proteftion  -,  but  a  few  days  before  he  had 
narrowly  efcaped  a  fnare  which  Cacumazin,  in  confe* 
quence  of  fome  domeftic  jealoufies,  had  laid  for  his 
Jifc.  Upon  this  occafion  Cortes  difluaded  the  em- 
peror from  putting  a  prince  of  the  bk)od  to  death  by 
a  public  execution ;  but  advifed  him  to  deprive  Ca- 
cumazin of  his  rank  and  dominions,  and  to  beftow 
them  on  his  brother,  who  dcferved  that  mark  of  in- 
dulgence. Motezuma  was  greatly  pleafed  with  this 
advice,  which  he  inftantly  communicated  to  his 
council,  who  applauded  it  as  equally  juft  and  merd- 
fui  *,  and  this  manner  of  chaftizing  without  bloodfhed, 
being  admired  by  the  whole  empire,  had  fuch  an 
cflfeft  on  the  reft  of  the  conlpirators,  that  they  dif- 
banded  their  troops,  and  had  recourfe  to  the  clemency 
of  the  emperor,  wbofc  pardon  they  obtained  through 
the  interceflion  of  Cortes. 

But  though  Motezuma  appeared  fo  well  fatisfied 
wth  Cortes,  he  was  far  from  being  pleafed  at  the 
^Spaniards  ftaying  fo  long  in  his  capital,  and  fcveral 
mortifying  refleftions  difturbed  his  repofe.  He, 
however,  entirely  concealed  the  dilpofition  of  his 
mind,  and  when  he  adlually  propofcd  to  Cortes  the 
fcheme  he  h^d  formed  to  get  rid  of  him,  Cortes  was 
JTo  far  from  conceiving  it  in  that  light,  that  he 
thought  it  the  higheft  aft  of  favour  Motezuma  had 
ever  conferred  upon  him.  He  took  a  proper  opporr 
tunity  to  inform  him,  that  he  was  now  prepared  to 
make  a  voluntary  acknowledgement  of  the  vaflalage 
he  owed  to  the  king  of  Spain,  as  the  fucceflbr  of 

Que. 
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Quczalcoal  ( that  he  would  convoke  a  general  aflembly 
of  his  nobles  for  thtt  purpofe,  and  as  a  n^ark  g£  tha( 
vafiahgci  would  prefeoc  the  moft  valuable  jewels  of 
bis  creafury  to  the  Spaniih  monarch,  and  dkl  not 
doubt  but  all  his  caciques  would  follow  his  example^ 

Motezunia,  agreeably  to  his  ppomiie,  difpatched 
courtiers  to  convene  all  the  cack]ues  of  his  empiret 
according  to  a  cuftom  praftifed  on  iaf)portant  occa^ 
fions.  They  came  with  equal  fplendor  and  expedi- 
tion, and  the  council  was  aflembled  in  the  king*g 
apartment,  in  the  prefence  of  Cortes  and  his  captains. 
The  emperor  began  with  a  ftudied  fpeech,  in  whicb 
he  recninded  them  of  the  obligations  they  were  under 
to  him  as  their  (bvereign  and  bencfador  ;  and  having 
ofTured  them,  that  lie  had  both  confulted  and  obtained 
the  approbation  of  the  gods,  with  refped  to  the  cau& 
of  their  meeting,  repeated  the  dory  and  prophecy  of 
Quezalcoal,  declared  that  the  kii^  of  Spain  was  the 
delcendant  of  that  mighty  prince,  and  c^afequently 
the  lawful  fovereign  of  the  Mexican  Empire,  t9 
whom  both  he  and  they  were  bound  to  pay  obedience^ 
OS  a  mark  of  ivhich  he  had  fele£kd  tor  an  offering 
to  the  king  of  Spain  the  moil  precious  jewels  of  his 
treafury,  and  he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  follow 
his  example, 

Motezuma  was  unable  to  pronounce  this  fpeech 
without  interruption,  he  fighed  from  time  to  time^ 
and  on  his  owning  himfelf  the  vaiTal  of  another  prince, 
the  tears  trickled  down  his  cheeks,  and  he  was  unable 
to  proceed.  Cortes  then  arifing,  declared  that  it  wa9 
not  his  fovereign's  intention  to  diipoflcfs  Motezuma, 
-or  to  occafion  the  lead  innovation  in  his  government, 
juid  that  he  only  required  them  to  fettle  his  rights  to 
the  fucceflfion  in  favour  of  his  dcfcendants  •,  at  which 
Motezuma  refuming  freih  courage,  finlflied  his  fpeech. 
The  whole  aflembly  were  amazed,  and  ftruck  dumb 
at  a  propofal  that  appcc-ired  fo  inconfiftent  with  the 
dignity  and  known  character  of  the  emperor;  and 
(onfidering  it  as  extorted  by  compulfion,  they  groan- 
ed 
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ed  bitterly  *,  and  with  an  emphatic  lilence  looked  at 
each  othen  It  is  probable  that  Motezutna's  fole  in- 
tention in  this  tranfaAion,  was  to  forward  the  depar- 
ture <£  his  gueftS)  without  the  leaft  defign  of  ful- 
filling the  terms  of  this  fubmiflibn  for  me  futunc. 
However,  from  that  day,  Charles  V.  was  acknow- 
ledged, and  believed  by  the  people  to  be  the  lawful 
fovereign  of  the  Mexican  empire,  and  their  homage, 
according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  country,  was  authenti- 
cated by  a  public  inftrument. 

The  emperor,  having  concluded  this  aSair  to  his 
own  fatisfaction,  refolved  immediately  to  recover  that 
liberty  and  independence  for  which  he  had  fo  long 
fighed  in  fecret,  and  fpecdily  delivered  to  Cortes  the 
prefent  he  had  provided,  confifting  of  curiofities  in 
gold,  in  the  fhape  of  birds,  fifhes,  and  four-footed 
oeafts,  and  many  precious  Hones,  particularly  a  num- 
ber of  a  fort  efteemed  by  the  Mexicans  above  all 
Others,  which  in  colour  refembled  emeralds,  and 
many  beautiful  pidures,  formed  of  variegated  fea- 
thers. In  Ihort  the  whole  feemed  the  ranfom  of  a 
great  prince,  who  thought  he  could  not  purchafe 
his  liberty  at  too  high  a  price ;  and  the  liberality  of 
the  nobles  was  fuch  as  might  be  expefted  from 
wealthy  chiefs,  who  vied  with  each  other  in  loyalty 
and  oftentation. 

Motezuma  having  thus  accomplilhed  his  fubjeftion 
to  Spain,  fent  for  Cortes,  and  with  an  air  of  greater 
dignity  than  ufual,  told  him,  that  as  his  bufinefs  was 
now  difpatched,  he  ought  to  think  of  departing,  fince 
his  flaying  any  longer  would  be  attributed  to  iinifter 
motives  ;  nor  could  he  longer  afford  him  fupport  when 
he  had  npt  reafon  on  his  ude.  This  intimation,  and 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  delivered,  were  fo  unex- 
pefted,  that  Cortes  was  fome  time  before  he  could 
recolledb  himfelf,  fo  as  to  make  a  proper  reply.  He 
now  perceived  the  defign  of  convoking  the  aflembly, 
and  fufpefted  that  Motezuma  had  privately  affembled 
fome  forces  in  order  to  back  this  propofal,  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  fcnt  one  of  the  Spaniards  who  was  with  him  to^ 
order  his  foldiers  to  take  to  their  arms;  and  in  the 
mean  while  excufed  his  embarraflment  at  feeing  his* 
majefty  more  moved  than  ufuaU  ailbring  him  that  he" 
was  fo  far  from  defigning  to  delay  his  departure,  that 
he  came  on  purpofe  to  defire  his  permiffion  to  build 
fbme  ^  veflels  to  carry  the  Spaniards  to  their  own 
country,  as  his  majefty  well  knew  they  had  1<^  their 
{hips,  in  which  they  had  failed  to  that  coaft. 

It  is  faid  that  the  emperor  had  provided  50:^000 
men  to  fupport  his  determination  ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  he  was  very  deflrous  of  avoiding  a  rupture  with 
Cortes,  and  was  even  under  fome  apprehenflons  with 
rdpeft  to  the  anfwer  he  might  receive ;  but  he  no 
Iboner  heard  this  artful  reply,  than  he  embraced  him 
with  fingular  marks  of  afFedion,  and  having  now  loft 
his  fears,  told  him  with  great  complacency,  that  he 
did  not  intend  to  haften  his  departure  before  he  was 
provided  for  the  voyage,  and  that  he  fhould  be 
fpeedily  furnilhed  with  every  thing  he  wanted.  Cortes 
feemed  in  equal  hafte  to  be  gone,  and  difpatchcd  his 
builders  to  Vera  Cruz,  in  order  to  coUeft  the  remain- 
der of  the  iron-work,  rigging,  and  fails  of  the*  veffels 
which  had  been  funk ;  but  at  the  fame  time  fent  pri- 
vate direftions  to  Martin  Lopez  his  mafter-buildcr,  to 
proceed  flowly,  and  prolong  the  work  as  much  as  pof- 
fible :  his  real  defign  being  to  preferve  his  footing  at 
Mexico  till  the  return  of  his  commiflaries  from  Spain. 

He  thus  for  the  prefent  quieted  the  minds  of  Mo- 
tezuma  and  his  fubjefts ;  but  a  very  few  days  pro- 
duced an  extraordinary  alteration  in  his  affairs.  The 
emperor  received  intelligence  that  eighteen  fhips  had 
appeared  upon  the  coaft  of  Pilleca,  and  by  the  paint- 
ings made  for  his  majefty's  information,  thefe  fhips 
leemed  to  be  manned  with  Spaniards.  This  circum- 
ftance  naturally  alarmed  the  whole  empire,  and  re- 
vived the  fufpicions  that  had  been  entertained  of 
Cortes,  to  whom  Motezuma  immediately  communi- 
cated this  intelligence  s  letting  him  know  at  the  fame 

time, 


time»  dut  it  nouft  now  be  unncccflary  for  him  foiM^ 
oted  in  building  fliips,  fiiKc  he.  might  cmbatx  ill 
Aok  feht  from  his  oWn  countiy.  Cones,  examined 
die  paintings,  and  was  cotirinced  of  their  being  Spa^ 
oi(h  vefiek ;  but  fuppofing  that  they  were  fent  to  him 
fiom  Spain,  with  a  fuppty  of  troops  and  ammunition^ 
infwerm)  with  great  compofure,  that  he  would  imme-' 
diatcly  embarki  if  they  were  goii^  to  return  to  any  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  dominions ;  but  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  defift  fix>m  building,  till  he  fhould  be 
inrormed  of  particulars.  But  a  few  days  after  this 
converfation,  Cortes  received  a  letter  from  Gonzala 
de  Sandoval,  by  which  he  was  informed  that  this  fleet 
contained  800  men,  and  was  fent  by  Diego  Velaique2 
to  oppofc  him  and  his  defigns  in  Mexico.  He  re- 
ceived this  mortifying  account  while  he  was  in  con- 
verfation with  Motezuma,  and  was  obligc;d  to  make, 
ufe  of  all  his  prudence  and  refolution  to  conceal  the 
emotions  he  felt  upon  this  occafion,  fi'om  the  obfer* 
vation  of  that  prince.  He  however  fucceeded  in  his 
etideavours,  and  retired  in  order  to  deliberate  upod 
this  unexpeded  event.  But  it  is  here  neceifary  toi 
mention  the  reception  Cones's  commiflaries  found  as 
the  court  of  Spain,  and  the  caufes  that  prompted  Ve* 
hfquez  to  fit  out  fuch  a  fleet  againfl:  him. 

It  has  been  already  obferved  that  Cortes  and  the 
council  of  Vera  Cruz,  fent  Alonzo  Hernandez  Porto- 
carrero  and  Francifco  de  Montejo,  with  letters  for  the 
king  of  Spain,  together  with  the  firft  tribute  fent  from 
New  Spain.  Thefe  gentlemen,  contrary  to  the  orders 
they  had  received,  touched  at  the  ifland  of  Cuba,  in 
order  that  Francifco  de  Montejo  might  have  {he  plea- 
fure  of  vifiting  his  family  and  relations  who  refided 
near  the  Havannah,  and  at  lb  great  a  diftance  from 
Velafquez,  that  they  flattered  themfelves  they  ran 
no  rilk,  either  from  his  vigilance  or  refentment.  This 
ftep  however  brought  them  into  great  danger,  for 
Diego  de  Velafquez  fuppofing  that  Cortes  would  fend 
ibme  of  his  fhips  to  St.  Domingo,  to  foUicit  fuccours 

i>f 
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of  the  religious  governorsy  had  placed  fpics  along  thc^ 
cpaft,  who  informing  him  of  WW  had  happened  ac 
Montejo's  houfe,  he  immediately  difpatched  two  light 
veflcls  well  manned^  with  orders  to  take  the  ihip^  and 
every  perfon  on  board.  Montejo^  in  confequence  of 
the  firft  notice  he  had  received  of  this  meafure,  had 
no  fooner  embarked,  than  he  was  obliged  to  fail 
through  the  gulph  of  Florida^  which  was  hitherto 
uaattempred,  as  the  only  means  of  efcape. 

This  ihip,  however,  had  a  very  profperous  voyage  i 
but  arrived  at  Seville  at  a  very  unfortunate  con- 
jundure ;  for  the  chaplain  Benito  Martin,  who  had 
been  fent  by  Velafquez  to  iblicit  the  commi0ion  of 
King's  Lieutenant,  had  obtained  his  iuit;  fent  the 
commiflion  to  Cuba,  and  was  then  waiting  at  Seville 
for  a  ihip,  in  order  to  return  thither  himklf.  This 
man  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  pirate,  who  had  clan- 
deftinely  failed  with  feveral  veflels  which  belonged  to 
Velafquez ;  and  in  confequence  of  his  complaint,  the 
diredors  of  trade  ordered  the  ihip  and  cargp  to  be 
feized  -,  but  as  a  great  favour  permitted  the  twQ 
captains,  with  the  pilot  fent  by  Cortes,  to  apply  to 
the  king  for  redrefs.  They  accordingly  fet  out  for 
Barcelona,  but  there  found  that  his  majefty  was  ac 
Corunna,  where  he  was  preparing  to  pals  over  into 
Flanders,  in  order  to  accept  of  the  imperial  crown« 
They  therefore  fet  out  for  that  city,  and  in  their  way 
vificed  Martin  Cortes,  who,  with  equal  pleafure  and 
furprize,  heard  of  the  glory  and  fucceis  of  his  fon, 
whofe  death  he  had  long  deplored,  and  perfuaded  him 
to  accompany  them  to  the  emperor,  in  hopes  that  his 
character  and  grey  hairs  would  give  a  fandion  to  their 
folicitations;  They  had  the  good  fortune  to  overtake 
tlie  Count  at  Tordefillas,  juft  as  Cortcs's  prefcnts  ar- 
rived, with  the  Indians  of  the  New  Conquelt  from 
Seville  -,  for  thefe  being  upon  the  emperor's  own  ac- 
count, they  durft  not  detain.  His  Majcfly  gave  them 
a  very  gracious  reception,  and  was  extremely  fur- 
prized  at  their  account  of  tiiis  new  dilcovereu  empire 
7  and 
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and  in  feveral  omferences  with  them  enquired  inU 
nutely  into  every  particular  relating  to  the  conqueft^ 
While  the  Indians^  and  the  prefents  that  were  before 
hinn,  gave,  as  it  were,  fanfkion  to  all  the  wonderful 
things  they  related.  But  as  he  was  then  on  his  de- 
parture to  Germany,  he  referred  Cortes's  letters  and 
ibiicitations  to  Cardinal  Adrian,  and  the  council,  to 
which  he  had  communicated  the  management  of 
affairs  during  his  abfence,  defiring  that  they  would 
find  out  fome  method  of  doing  juftice  to  Velafquez*s 
pretenfions,  and  at  the  fame  time  to  encourage  Cortes. 
But  the  prefident  of  this  council  being  Velafquez's 
friend,  reprefented  Cortes  as  a  rebel,  upon  whom 
they  could  have  no  dependence.  They  however  did 
not  think  proper  to  give  him  an  immediate  caufe  of 
diicontent,  though  they  refolvcd  not  to  fend  him  any 
part  of  the  fupplies  he  had  earneftly  requefted,  and  all 
that  the  deputies  could  obtain,  was  a  fmali  (hare  of 
what  they  had  brought  for  their  own  fubfiftence; 
after  which  they  for  two  whole  years  attended  the 
court  without  thef  leaft  fuccefs. 
•  In  the  mean  time  Diego  Velafquez  received  his  com- 
miflion  of  King's  Lieutenant,  not  only  of  Cuba,  but 
of  all  the  countries  that  fhould  be  difcovered  and 
eonquered  by  his  means ;  which,  together  with  his 
being  aflured  of  the  protection  of  the  bifliop  of  Bur- 

fos,  prefident  of  the  Indies,  enabled  him  to  gratify 
is  ambition  and  refentment :  whence  he  refolved  to 
puniih  Cortes  as  a  rebel  and  deferter,  and  to  appro- 
ttizic  to  himfelf  the  honour  of  conquering  the 
Mexican  empire.  With  thefe  views  he  expended  the 
greacefl:  part  of  his  fortune  in  equipping  a  fquadron, 
which  confifted  of  800  Spanifh  infantry,  80  horfe,  12 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  provifions, 
arms,  and  ammunition.  I'he  command  of  this  fqua- 
dron he  beftowedupon  Pamphilo  de  Narvaez,  a  man 
of  diftinftion  and  capacity  %  but  vain,  haughty,  and 
opinionated ;  and  to  this  perfbn  he  gave  the  title  of 
his  Lieutenant,  with  private  inftrudions  to  appre- 
hend 
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hendCorics,  and  Tend  him  over  tOrCuba  in  irons,  tOr 
gether  with  his  prin<;ip4l  offio^rh  lAxafe  they  refufed 
to  ftbandon  hisincerefts. 

While  thc^fe  prcpacarions  were  taaking,  the  Monk^  . 
of  St.  Geronimo,  who  prefid^  over  the  royal  au- 
dience at  St.  Doptingo,  and  whofe  juriidi<5tion  ex- 
tended ov^r  the  other  iflands,  were  informed  of  his 
defigns;  and  forefeeing  the  ill  coi>feqgenGes  that 
might  attend  them,  fent  X^ucas  Velafquez  de  Ayllon 
to  perfuade  Diego  to-  delift  from  his  encerprize,  and 
in  cafe  his  arguments  failed,  to  command  him,  under 
great  penalties,  to  defifl:  from  undertaking  what  might 
impede  Cortes's  meafures. 

This  miniftcr  arriving  in  the  iQand  of  Cuba  when 
the  fleet  was  jult  ready  to  fail,  ufed  all  his  elocutic^ 
and  influence  to  divert  Velalquez  from  his  purpofe ; 
but  Velafquez  being  deaf  to  all  his  remonftrances,  and 
elevated  by  the  title  he  had  acquired,  to  the  greateft 
degree  of  pride  and  infolence,  De  Ayllon  caufcd  his 
.orders  and  protefl:  to  be  notified  by  a  fcrivener,  and 
then  diflembling  his  refentment,  defired  to  be  allowed 
to  gratify  his  curiofity,  by  accompanying  the  expe- 
dition. This  rcqueft  was  immediately  granted,  and 
De  Ayllon  embarked,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  ad  as 
mediator  between  Narvaez  and  Cones,  and  thus  pre- 
vent the  ill  confequenccs  that  might  arife  from  Ve- 
lafquez's  refentment.  With  the  fame  view  Andres 
de  Duero,  the  fecretary  of  Velafquez,  who  had  be- 
friended Cortes  in  the  beginning  of  his  fortune,  en- 
gaged in  the  expedition,  and  the  fquadron  failing 
with  a  favourable  wind,  foon  came  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port  of  Ulua. 

Narvaez,  on  his  arrival  on  the  coaft  of  Mexico, 
fent  fome  foldicrs  on  (hore  for  intelligence,  who  foon 
returned  with  two  or  three  Spaniards  whom  they 
found  flraggling  about,  and  from  thefe  he  received 
an  account  of  every  thing  diat  had  happened  at  Vera 
Cruz  and  Mexico.  Narvaez,  upon  receiving  this  in- 
telligence, rcfolved  to  endeavour  to  obtain  t;h^  fortrefs 
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of  Vera  Cruz  by  tteaty,  and  therefore  font  a  clergy- 
man,  named  Juan  Ruis  de  Guevara,  with  three  TqI" 
diers  and  a  public  notary  to  Goozalo  de  Sandoval,  in 
'order  to  periuade  him  to  give  up  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 
join  the  army  with  his  garrifon. 

Gonzalo  being  informed  by  his  centinels  of  their 
coming,  was  prepared  for  their  reception  :  but  could 
fcarcely  reftrain  himielf  within  the  bounds  of  modera- 
tion, when  Guevara  delivered  his  mefTage.  He  there- 
fore anfwered  with  great  warmth,  that  he  could  not 
believe  that 'Narvaez,  whom  he  took  to  be  a  good 
fubjef):,  would  attempt  to  interrupt  Cortes  in  a  con- 
queft.that  would  be  of  fuch  advantage  to  Spain ;  but 
would  rather  join  him  with  all  his  forces,  in  order  to 
bring  fuch  a  noble  fcheme  to  perfeftion.  However 
if  he  was  really  refolved  to  offer  violence  to  Cortes,  he 
might  be  aflured  that  the  garrifon  of  Vera  Cruz  would 
mj^e  all  the  oppofition  in  their  power.  The  prieft 
being  very  pallionate,  was  fo  provoked  at  this  unex- 
pe£ted  repulfe,  that  he  threatened  Cortes  and  all  his 
adherents,  whom  he  upbraided  as  felons  and  traitors, 
and  then  ordered  the  notary  to  do  his  office,  in  pub- 
liffiing  that  all  the  Spaniards  in  Vera  Cruz  ihould 
obey  Narvaez  on  pain  of  death. 

Sandoval  attempted  to  perfuade  this  indifcreet  eccle- 
'  iiaftic,  that  fuch  violence  was  equally  unjuft  and  in- 
decent in  a  perfon  of  his  profeflion  :  but  finding  that 
all  his  arguments  were  vain,  he  at  length  aflumed  a 
peremptory  air,  and  told  the  notary,  that  ftiould  he 
prefume  to  publifti  any  orders  that  did  not  come  from 
the  king,  he  would  give  direftions  for  his  being 
hanged  immediately.  He  even  cauied  the  prieft  and 
his  attendants  to  be  apprehended,  and  fent  to  inform 
Cortes  of  the  fteps  he  had  taken.  He  then  fum- 
moned  his  Indian  allies  to  affift  him,  in  cafe  he  Ihould 
be  attacked ;  and  put  his  fortrefs  in  the  beft  order 
poflible. 

Cortes  was  under  the  greateft  anxiety  on  his  being 
informed  of  thcfc  tranfaftions  5  and  yet  in  the  prefence 
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^f  Motczuma,  he  wore  an  air  of  tranquillity,  telling 
him  that  thofe  who  had  newly  arfived,  were  (!ome 
with  a  iecond  embafly  t6  fuppofc  the  prbpofirions  he 
had  already  made ;  but  thiat  ^  his  majelly's  geAeroIlty 
had  left  nothing  eithef  for  him  of  them  to  defire,  he 
would  go  back  along  with  them. 

Cortcs^s  uneafineis  w^  however  very  far  from  ren-' 
dering  him  inaftive ;  he  refolved,  if  poflible,  to  bring 
about  a  reconciliation  with  Nanraez ;  but  left  that 
ihould  not  fucceed^  prepared  with  the  grcatcft  dili- 
gence for  war. 

While  Cortes  was  taking  thefe  prudent  fteps,  Pedro 
de  Solis  arrived  from  Vera  CrUz  with  the  prifoners  fent 
by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  who  had  been  carried  in 
ehairs  on  the  ihoulders  of  the  Indians.  When  Cortes 
being  informed  of  their  coming,  went  out  to  receive 
them  with  a  greater  number  of  attendants  than  ordi- 
nary. He  inftantly  caufed  then:  fetters  to  be  taken  off^ 
embraced  them  with  great  appeanmces  of  cordiality, 
and  was  particularly  civil  to  father  Guevara,  telling 
him,  that  he  would  chaflife  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  for 
his  (hewing  fo  little  regard  to  his  perfon  and  charafter. 
He  then  conduced  him  to  his  own  apartment,  com- 
plimented him  with  a  place  at  his  table,  and  more 
than  once  intimated  that  he  felt  the  greateft  fatisfaflion 
at  the  arrival  of  Narvaez,  with  whom  he  had  formerly 
lived  in  the  moft  intimate  friendlhip.  He  took  him 
to  Motezuma,  and  made  him  a  witnefs  of  the  favours 
he  received  from  that  great  emperor,  and  greatly 
allayed  the  violence  of  his  temper,  by  making  him  a 
prefent  of  fome  valuable  jewels. 

Cortes  difmifled  them  in  this  courteous  manner, 
and  allowed  Ibme  time  for  his  politic  behaviour  to 
produce  the  defired  efFeft,  and  then  fent  friar  Bartho^ 
lomew  de  Olmedo  with  letters  for  Narvaez  de  Ayllon^ 
and  the  fecretary  Andres  de  Duero,  and  at  the  fam? 
time  fumifhed  him  with  a  ftock  of  jewels,  with  orders 
to  diftribute  them  according  to  his  own  fagacity  and 
penetration.    In  his  letter  to  Narvaez,  he  welcomed 
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him  to  the  Mexican  coaft ;  gave  him  an  account  of 
the  conquefl ;  expatiated  on  the  ill  confequences  that 
would  infallibly  attend  a  mifunderftanding  among  the 
Spaniards ;  reminded  him  of  his  duty  to  the  king^. 
and  the  friendfhip  which  had  fornierly  fubfifted  be- 
tween them :  defired  to  know  his  orders,  which,  if 
they  were  from  his  majciiy,  he  promifed  to  obey : 
but  intimated  the  mifchief  that  would  be  produced, 
with  reljpedt  to  the  king's  intercft,  if  he  only  intended 
to  profecute  the  unjuft  refentment  of  Velafqucz, 
whom  he  had  refolvcd  to  give  a  (hare  in  the  glory 
and  advantage  of  his  fiiccefs :  and  concluded  with 
telling  Narvaez,  that  he  did  not  ufe  arguments  for 
want  of  ftrength,  and  that  he  knew  how  to  maintain 
his  own  rights. 

Narvaez  had  fixed  his  quarters  at  Zempoalla,  where 
he  was  received  with  great  hofpitality  by  the  fat 
cacique,  who  at  firft  imagined,,  that  he  was  come  in 
order  to  affift  his  friend  Cortes  ;  but  he  was  foon  un- 
deceived ;  for  though  Narvaez  had  no  interpreters, 
his  adtions  fpoke  but  too  plainly.  He  treated  the 
Zempoallans  in  the  mofl:  oppreflive  and  imperious 
manner,  feized  the  furniture  and  jewels  which  Cortes 
had  left  in  his  own  houfc,  and  his  foldiers  were  fuffered 
to  commit  every  aft  of  rapine  and  violence. 

Guevara,  on  his  return  from  Mexico,  waited  upon 
him,  and  expatiated  on  the  magnificence  of  that  city, 
the  kind  reception  he  had  met  with  from  Cortes, .  the 
aftonifhing  degree  of  favour  he  was  in  with  Mbte- 
zuma,  and  his  great  defire  to  live  in  friendfhip  with 
Narvaez  -,  when  that  imperious  ofiicer  internipung 
him,  bid  him  return  to  Cortes,  by  wbofe  artifices  h<? 
had  been  cajoled ;  and  then,  with  the  mofl:  (hocking 
marks  of  rudenefs  and  difrefpeft*  thruft  him  from 
his  prefence.  But  though  the  priefl;  was  repulfed  by 
Narvaez,  he  and  his  companions  made  a  great  im- 
preffion  on  the  minds  of  the  foldiert,  to  whom  they 
extolled  Cortes  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  not  only  made 
them  defire  an  accommodation  with  that  general^ 

but 
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but  inlpired  them  with  a  diflike  to  their  own  com- 
mander. 

Olmeda  foon  followed  Guevara,  and  delivered  Cor- 
tes's  letter  to  Niarvaez ;  but  could  fcarce  prevail  upon 
him  to  perufe  the  contents,  which  he  however  fuper- 
ficially  (kimmed  over,  out  of  compliment  to  the  func- 
tion of  the  bearer:  but  fearing  tne  influence  of  his 
perfuafions  among  the  foldiers,  he  ordered  him  to  de* 
part  from  Zempoalla  immediately.  Dc  Ayllon  had' 
no  better  fuccefs :  and,  in  order  to  prevent  any  far- 
ther negotiation,  Narvaez  ordered  war  to  be  declared 
againft  Cortes,  as  a  rebel  and  traitor ;  afliening  a  c^on- 
fiderable  reward  to  any  who  fhould  take  him  dead  or 
^ive,  and  commanding  the  army  to  prepare  for  a 
march.  De  Ayllon,  exafperated  at  this  inftance  d^ 
violence  and  irregularity,  ordered  the  crier  to  defiflr, 
and  commanded  Narvaez  not  to  ftir  a  foot  from  Zem- 
poalla on  pain  of  death,  or  to  employ  the  forces  with- 
out the  unanimous  confent  of  the  whole  army.  Upon 
which  Narvaez  ordered  him  to  be  apprehended,  fent 
oft  board  a  veflel,  and  inftantly  tranfported  to  Cuba. 
At  the  lame  time  de  Olmedo  fet  out  on  his  return  tQ 
Mexico,  while  the  principal  officers  in  Narvaez's  army 
were  fhocked  at  his  infolence,  and  the  inferior  foldiers 
loudly  murmured  at  his  conduft, 

De  Olmedo,  on  his  arrival  at  Mexico,  informed 
Cortes  of  the  implacability  and  intemperate  behaviour 
of  Narvaez  j  but  encouraged  him  by  mentioning  the 
difpofition  of  the  foldiers ;  upon  which  he  immediately 
refolvcd  to  take  advantage  of  this  favourable  cir- 
cumftance;  and  the  Spaniards  at  Mexico  were  no 
fooner  informed  of  his  having  taken  thjs  reiblution^ 
than  they  exprcffed  the  utmoft  zeal  and  impatience  to 
be  in  aftion ;  for  notwithftanding  the  inequality  of 
numbers,  they  had  fuch  confidence  in  the  valour,  abi- 
lity, and  difcretion  of  their  general,  that  they  thought 
it  almoft  impoflible  for  them  not  to  conauer,  when 
ijndcr  his  command, 
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Cortes  was  unwilling  to  damp  their  alacrity  by  wy 
unneceflary  4clay,  and  therefore  repaired  to  Mote- 
zuma's  apartment,  in  order  to  acc^uaint  him  with  hia 
hitended  march ;  but  was  nqt  a  little  furprifed^  at 
hearing  that  prince  begin  the  difcqurfe^  apd  at  his  fay- 
sng9  that  he  had  from  different  parts  received  infor-^ 
motion  that  the  Spanifh  general  at  Zempoalla  was. 
come  with  very  ill  defigns  againft  him  and  his  follow- 
ers :  and  though  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  two 
chiefs  fhould  be  at  enmity  from  fome  private  animo-. 
|ity,  he  could  not  help  thinking,  that  as  they  were, 
fhe  vaflals  of  one  prince,  and  headed  armi^  of  con- 
trary fa&ions,  one  of  them  muft  neceffarily  be  a  rebej 
to  his  ibvereign.  Cortes  was  fomewhat  ftartled  at  this 
declaration  *,  but  immediately  availed  himfelf  of  that 
prefence  of  mind,  which  never  forfook  hini  in  hi^ 
greateft  emergencies,  and  replied  without  hefitation^t 
Uiat  the  accounts  received  by  his  majefty  were  un- 
doubtedly true,  and  he  was  {:ome  to  lay  the  fame  in* 
telligence  before  him  \  but  that  Naryaez  was  not  to 
be  confidered  as  a  rebel,  but  rather  as  a  perfon  who 
proceeded  upon  wrong  principles  through  miftake : 
for  he  was  come  as  lieutenant  or  fubftitute  from  a  mif- 
informed  governor,  who  refided  in  a  remote  province, 
and  was  therefore  unacquainted  with  the  laft  refolu- 
tions  of  the  court  of  Spain :  but  that  all  this  mifun- 
derftanding  would  vaniih  as  foon  as  he  fhould  ^ay  his 
difpatches  before  that  lieutenant.  He  had  therefore 
refolved  immediately  to  march  with  part  of  his  forces 
to  Zempoalla,  ip  order  to  dilpofe  ^hem  to  refpeft  the 
fubjedls  of  the  Mexican  empire  as  a  people  under  the 
king  of  Spain's  proteftion. 

Mptezuma  was  much  pleafed  with  the  profpeft  of 
getting  rid  of  fuch  difagreeable  vifitors,  of  whole  ex- 
aflions  and  a£ts  of  opprefEon  he  was  particularly  in- 
formed :  but  imagining  that  Cortes  might  be  expofed 
to  fome  danger,  he  offered  to  furnim  him  with  an 
jtfmy  that  fhould  be  entirely  under  his  command,  and 
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repeated  this  offer  with  fuch  carncftnefs,  that  Cortes 
was  fully  convinced  of  his  fmccrity,  though  he  de- 
clined accepting  it,  from  his  having  but  Ucde  confi- 
dence in  the  attachment  of  the  Mexican  foldiers  to  his 
intercft. 

Cortes  refolved  upon  leaving  fourfcore  Spaniards  in 
Mexico,  under  the  command  of  Pedro  de  Alverado, 
an  excellent  officer,  who  by  his  engaging  behaviour 
had  already  required  great  (hare  of  Motczuma's 
friendfhip.  He  gave  him  directions  relating  to  his 
conduft,  with  re^eft  to  the  emperor,  and  the  foldiers 
were  ordered  to  obey  their  capuin,  and  ferve  Mote- 
2uma  with  the  greatcft  refpeft.  Tbefc  precautions 
being  taken,  Cortes  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  Gon« 
zalo  de  Sandoval,  with  orders  to  intruit  the  confe- 
derate Indians  with  the  fortrefs  of  Vera  Cruz,  and  to 
inarch  out  with  the  Spaniards  to  meet  him  at  a  certain 
place  of  rendezvous.  He  then  having  taken  care  to 
obtain  the  neceflary  fupplies  on  the  road,  fet  out  on 
his  march. 

At  Matalequita,  a  town  of  Indian  friends,  Cortes 
was  joined  by  Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  and  his  troops, 
with  feven  foldiers  from  Narvaez's  army,  by  whom  he 
was  informed  of  every  thing  that  had  paffed  in  the 
enemy's  quarters  before  they  deferted.  He  had  alfo 
intelligence  of  a  frelher  date  from  two  foldiers  who 
had  gone  from  Vera  Cruz  to  Zempoalla  in  the  difguife 
of  Indians,  carrying  bafkets  of  fruit,  which  they  ex- 
changed with  the  Spaniards  for  glafs-beads,  and  other 
toys,  and  fo  dexteroufly  affumed  the  fimplicity  of  the 
natives,  that  they  were  permitted  to  range  without 
the  lead  fufpicion,  through  every  part  of  the  quarters : 
they  even  ventured  to  repeat  this  vifir,  and  as  a  proof 
of  the  carelefsnefs  with  which  Narvacz  caufed  the 
watch  to  be  kept,  took  from  the  very  parade  a  horfe 
.belonging  to  a  capuin  who  was  onq  of  Gortes's  moft 
bitter  enemies. 

Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon  was  fent  to  ufe  his  in- 
iueoce  with  Narvaez,  from  the  hopes  that  his  beins 
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related  to  f)iego  de  Velafquez  would  rtndefF  his  tfHf- 
diation  the  more  acceptstble ;  and  on  his  approacHiii^ 
Zempoalla,  Narvaez  came  Wifh  a*  grand  retinue  fth 
ihcet  him,  fuppofing  that  he  was  corfie  to  join  Mm  % 
but  had  foon  the  mortification  to  find  himfel^  d^if* 
tdken.     He  howevei*  ufcd  many  argumertts  to  detach 
him  from  Cortes  -,  and  to  lender  him  an  eye-witn^ft- 
of  his  fuperior  ftrcngth,  cOYiiiiiandcd  the  whole  arniy 
to  be  reviewed  before  him.     The  next  day  he  ittv'iU^ 
Kirfi  to  dinner;  but  in  the  midft  of  their  fcftivity  fortxt 
fafcaftic  refieftrons  were  thrown  out  agairtft  Corte*?^ 
and  though  Juart  de  Velafqucz,  to  avoid  prejudiciflgf 
the  bufincfs  in  which*  he  Was  employed,  difiembtecf 
his  refenrment;  yttt  the  abufe  thrown-  upon  C(>i*t€5 
became  fo  grofs  and  indecent,  that  Vdaftjucz  beii^ 
unable  to  reftrarn'  his  indignatitwj,  cried  with  fotn^ 
warmth,  that  if  ^ny  nrian  in  that  company,  who  di<t 
hoteftecm  Hernando  Cortes,  and  all  his  foUpweris,  ajf 
foyal  fubjefts  to  the  king  of  Spain,  would  let  hiih 
know  his  fentiments  before  fewer  witnefles,  he  w6ulq 
undeceive  him  in  what  manner  foever  he  pleafcd. 
Narvaez  was  difcoftcerted  with  this  declaration  •,  but 
a  yoiing  officer  of  the  name  arid  family  of  Velafquez^ 
replied,  that  no  man   was  worthy  of  bearing  that 
name,  who  attempted  to  virldicate  a  traitor.     At  thi^ 
fcproach,  Juan  gaVe  him  the  lie,  and  drew  his  fword, 
in  ordtr  to  punilh  him  fbr  his  infolence,  when  the 
company  intcrpofed,   but  found  it  very  difficult  td 
prevent  mifchief.     However,  Velafquez  was  at  length 

{)revailed  upon  to  (heath  his  fword,  when  abruptly 
caving  the  company,   he  immediately  returned  t* 
Cortes,  breathing  defiance  and  revenge. 

This  incident  occafioned  fuch  murmurs  among  tht 
officers  and  foldiers,  that  Narvaez,  in  order  to  put  a 
Hop  to  their  clathours,  was  obliged  to  fend  a  perfon 
to  Cortes,  to  apologize  for  i*hat  had  happened  to 
Juan  de  Velafquez,  and  to  learn  the  fubftance  of  his 
commiffion,  which  he  had  not  fully  explained.  For 
this  rurpofe  he  fent  the  fccretary  Andres  dp  IXiero,, 

who 


by  HERITANDO  CORTES.      2*97 

ivfao  met  Cortes  on  his  marckto  an.  advantageous  poR^ 
which  he  intendod  to  occupy^  tiM  the  arrival  or  tht 
Chioandans.  Duero  and  Cartes  emiaraced  each.other 
like  two  mtimace  friends  who  had  met  after  a  long 
feparation  ;  and  an  interview  with  Nanracz  was  pro- 
pofcrf,  to  which  Cortes  imnttdiaiely  agreeing^  the 
iecretar/  returned  to  Zempoalla^  where  he  alio  ob* 
tained  the  confent  of  Narvaez.  But  after  the  done 
and  place  were  appointed  where  daey  were  to  meet 
with  only  ten  ,friends  on  each  fide,  Cprtes  received 
private  advice  from  Duero,  that  Nanracz  had  refolved 
to  lay  an  ambufcade  for  his  life,  which  being  con- 
firmed by  others,  he  wrote  to  his  treacherous  enemy 
to  let  hhn  know,  that  he  was  acquainted  with  his  de- 
figns,  and  to  reproach  him  with  his  bafenefs.  Having 
thus  given  vent  to  his  indignation,  he  continued  his 
march,  and  took  his  (lation  within  a  league  of  Zem- 
poalla,  where  his  front  was  defended  by  a  river,  and 
his  rear  by  the  neighbourhood  of  Vera  Cruz. 

Narvaez  being  informed  of  this  difpofition,  drew 
op  his  army,  caufed  war  to  be  declared  at  the  head 
of  his  troops,  with  the  offer  of  a  reward  of  2000 
piecesof  eight  to  any  perfon  who  (hould  bring  him 
Cortes's  head  -,  and  aifo  fee  a  price  upon  the  lives  of 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval  and  Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon« 
He  then  marched  to  an  open  field  at  about  a  quarter 
of  a  league's  diilance,  vainly  hoping  that  Cortes 
would  leave  his  advantageous  (ituation,  to  engage  an 
jtnemy  who  had  three  times  as  nKtny  men  as  himlelf. 
But  Cortes  taking  advantage  of  the  difcontent  of  his 
antagonift's  foldicrs,  fatigued  by  a  fudden  ftorm 
which  drove  them  back  to  Zempoalla;  attacked  and 
defeated  them  with  his  veterans ;  received  the  van- 
qviiihed  into  his  fervice,  and  by  his  admirable  con- 
dud:  found  himfelf  in  a  few  hours  at  the  head  of 
above  looc  Spaniards.  He  had  a  fleet  of  elevea 
fiiips  and  fevcn  brigantines  at  his  dilpofal ;  and  he 
had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  the  laft  efibrt  of  Diego  de 
Velafquez  entirely  fruftrated. 

7  But 
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But  notwithftanding  his  good  fortune  he  could  not 
be  eafy,  when  he  reflected  upon  Alvcrado's  fuuation, 
fince  he  knew  him  to  be  encompafled  with  enemies, 
and  at  the  mercy  of  a  prince  who  might  be  perfuaded 
to  facrifice  him  and  his  few  troops  for  the  advantage 
of  the  empire.  He  therefore  refolved  to  return  to 
Mexico,  and  that  neither  Motezuma  nor  his  people 
might  be  ofiTended  at  his  returning  with  fuch  a  nu- 
merous body,  he  propofed  to  divide  his  army,  and 
employ  the  greatcft  part  of  it  in  other  conquefiis. 

While  Cortes  was  taking  thefe  meafures,  a  letter 
from  Alverado  occafioned  an  alteration  in  his  fcheme. 
By  this  letter  he  was  informed,  that  though  Mote- 
zuma had  never  once  attempted  to  leave  the  quarters, 
the  Mexicans  had  taken  up  arms,  and  unlefs  he  and 
« his  men  were  immediately  fuccoured,  they  muft  all 
inevitably  perifh.  And  what  was  ftill  more  extra- 
ordinary, the  foldier  who  brought  this  letter,  was 
accompanied  by  an  ambaiTador  from  Motezuma,  who 
preffed  Cortes  to  return  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  afTured 
him,  that  though ,  his  own  life  (hould  be  at  ftake,  he 
would  never  abandon  Alverado. 

Upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Cortes  began  his 
march  with  looo  foot  and  loo  horfe ;  the  army  tak- 
ing different  routs,  in  order  to  be  the  more  eafily 
fupplied  with  provifions.  They  rendezvoufed  near 
Tlafcala,  at  which  city  they  were  received  with  great 
joy  ^nd  affedtion.  That  republic  ftimulated  him 
againfl:  the  Mexicans,  and  offered  to  aflfemble  all 
their  troops  for  his  fervice.  He,  however,  declined 
the  offer,  and  contented  himfelf  with  taking  a  body 
of  2000  men. 

Cortes  pafled  the  caufeway  without  the  leaft  oppo*- 
fition,  notwithftanding  his  perceiving  many  marks  of 
the  fury  of  the  Mexicans,  For  his  two  brigantines 
were  ftaved  to  pieces,  and  half  burnt.  On  his  en- 
tering Mexico,  the  fuburbs  were  abandoned ;  the 
bridges,  by  which  the  ftreets  had  a  tommunication 
with  each  other,  were  broken  down,  apd  a  profound 
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filence  reigned  over  the  city.  Thefc  fufpicious 
fymptotns  made  Cortes  order  the  infantry  to  flackcn 
their  pace,  while  the  cavalry  marched  before  to  re- 
connoitre :  but  the  Spaniards  who  had  been  left  in 
the  city,  foon  difcovcring  the  army,  raifed  a  great 
,  fliout,  and  removed  his  apprchenlions.  Pedro  de 
Alverado  with  his  people  received  them  at  the  gate 
of  his  quarters,  in  a  tranfport  of  joy,  and  Motezumai 
himfelf  went  to  the  outward  court  to  meet  Cortes, 
whom  he  embraced  with  all  the  marks  of  a  fincere 
affeftion. 

Cortes  having  taken  proper  meafures  for  the  fccu- 
rity  of  the  troops,  retired  with  Alverado,  to  inquire 
into  the  caufe  of  that  fedition  among  the  Mexicans ; 
when  that  officer  informed  him,  that  foon  after  hi* 
departure  a  confpiracy  was  concerted  againft  the  Spa* 
niards,  in  which  it  was  agreed  to  aflemble  the  inha* 
bitants  under  the  pretence  of  celebrating  annual  dances 
called  Mitates,  when  the  nobles  were  to  harangue  the 
populace,  and  immediately  proceed  to  the  Spanilh 
quarters^  in  order  to  extirpate  the  infolent  grangers, 
who  kept  their  emperor  prifoner,  and  treated  even 
their  gods  with  contempt. 

On  the  morning  preceding  the  day  appointed, 
fome  of  the  chief  perfons  in  this  fedition,  came  to 
defire  Alverado's  permiffion  to  celebrate  their  fcftival. 
However  he  was  that  very  night  informed  that  they 
were  very  bufy  in  concealing  confidcrable  quantities 
of  arms  in  houfes  near  the  temple ;  upon  which  he 
refolvcd  to  anticipate  the  execution  of  their  fcheme, 
by  attacking  them  before  they  fhould  have  time 
cither  to  take  arms,  or  to  raife  the  populace.  This 
ill-judged  fcheme  be  put  in  execution.  He  left  the 
fort  with  his  50  under  the  pretence  of  feeing  the  di- 
yerfion ;  and  perceiving  the  Mexicans  intoxicated 
with  liquor,  attacked  and  difperfed  them  without  op- 

{)ofuion ;  many  of  them  being  killed  and  wounded 
n  their  flight.    The  Spaniards  dripped  them  of  their 
je^yels  aqd  otjier  ornanients  $  after  whicl^  Alveradq 

retired| 
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retired,  without  taking  the  ncceffary  ftcp  of  acquaint-r 
iijg  the  people,  with  his  motives  for  committing  an 
aaion,  which  was  naturally  imputed  to  avarice.  The 
people  incenfcd  at  feeing'  the  nobility  flaughtered  and 
pillaged  before  their  eyes,  now  ran  to  arms,  an4 
jraifed  a  formidable  infurreftion.  They  had  feveral 
times  attacked  the  Spanifti  quarters,  and  being  fo 
fuccefsful  as  to  kill  three  or  four  Spaniards,  their 
cotyage  was  raifed  to  fuch  an  height,  that  inftead  of 
dreading  the  refentment  of  Cortes,  and  his  troops, 
which  were  fo  greatly  increafed ;  they  retired  to  ano- 
ther  part  of  the  town,*  leaving  the  entrance  opcn^ 
that  by  giving  the  Spaniards  an  opportunity  of  be-r 
ing  united,  they  might  furround  and  deftroy  theni 
at  once, 

Gortes  cenfured  Alverado  very  feverely  for  his  ra(h- 
nefe,  and  made  him  fo  fenfible  of  his  indifcretion, 
that  he  defired  to  be  imprifbned,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  reduftion  of  the  inraged  multitude. 

The  Mexicans  made  no  attempt  that  night  -,  but 
the  fame  myfterious  filence  prevailing  the  next  morn- 
ing, Cortes  ordered  Diego  de  Ordas  to  march  through 
the  principal  ftreets,  at  the  head  of  400  Spanifh  ancj 
Tlafcalan  foldiers,  and  if  poflible  to  penetrate  into 
their  defigns.  But  Diego  had  not  proceeded  far^ 
when  he  was  all  at  once  oppofcd  by  an  innumerable 
multitude,  who  ran  boldly  up  to  his  front,  while 
another  army,  which  had  been  concealed  in  the  ftreets^, 
attacked  him  in  the  rear :  at  the  fame  time  all  the 
terraces  and  windows  on  each  fide  were  crowded  with 
armed  men,  who  Ihowered  upon  them  an  infinite 
number  of  arrows,  darts  and  ftones.  Diego  endea- 
voured to  make  his  retreat,  though  he  was  obliged 
to  cut  his  way  fword  in  hand.  In  this  engagement 
he  left  feven  foldiers  dead  upon  the  fpot,  and  both 
himfelf  and  the  created  part  of  his  men  wounded. 
The  Mexicans  followed  him  with  inconceivable  fu- 
ry, till  they  were  terrified  and  driven  back  by  the 
artillery  from  the  Spaniih  quarters,  which  made  ^ 

dreadfu] 
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dreadful  flaughter.  They  however  halted  within 
fight,  and  the  ftreets  Wefe  foon  filled  again  with 
armed  men,  whofe  drurtiS  and  (hells  founding  the 
fignal  for  an  afiault,  they  advanced  with  prodigious^ 
impctuofity.  They  advanced  to  the  very  gates, 
which  they  endeavoured  to  cut  in  pieces,  with  in- 
ftrumfents  edged  with  flint ;  and  others  made  laddefs 
of  their  pikes  and  lances,  ill  order  to  fcale  the  walls. 
They  were  however  at  laft  repulfed,  when  they  re- 
tired for  cover  to  the  crofs-ftreets,  where  they  ftaid 
till  the  approach  of  night,  and  then  raifed  another 
terrible  alarm,  by  beginning  a  very  different  kind  of 
fights  for  by  fliooting  fire- arrows  into  the  quarters, 
they  produced  a  dreadful  conflagration  in  fevefal 
parts  of  the  building,  which  forced  the  Spaniards 
to  break  down  walls,  to  prevent  the  communication 
of  the  flames,  and  then  to  labour  the  greateft  part 
of  the  night  in  repairing  the  breaches  they  had  made, 
in  order  to  put  themfelvcs  again  in  a  pofl:ure  of  de- 
fence. 

The  next  morning  the  enemy  appeared  at  a  dif- 
tance ;  and  though  afraid  of  advancing  within  can- 
non (hot,  challenged  the  Spaniards  to  come  to  battle 
liath  many  injurious  reproaches.  Cortes,  who  had 
refolved  to  make  a  fally,  took  this  opportunity  ttf 
inflame  the  minds  of  his  foldiers  with  a  fliort  fpeech ; 
and  finding  them  impatient  of  delay,  divided  his 
whole  force  into  three  battalions ;  two  of  which  were 
diredted  to  clear  the  crofs  flireets,  while  he  himfelf 
took  the  large  ftreet,  where  the  greatefl:  body  of  the 
enemy  was  pofted.  The  Mexicans  flood  the  firft 
charge  without  giving  ground,  and  even  fought 
hand  to  hand  with  their  clubs  and  two-handed  fwords, 
which  they  wielded  with  incredible  fury  ;  nor  could 
the  fire-arms  put  a  flop  to  the  ftiowers  of  ftones  and 
javelins  that  were  thrown  from  the  wind:iws  an4 
balconies,  till  fire  was  fet  to  fome  of  the  houfe^'. 
The  Mexicans  however  at  lafl:  gave  way  9  bufji^ 
they  retreated,  broke  down  the  bridges  of  the  &Tee^% 

which 
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which  obliged  the  Spaniards  to  fill  up  the  canals, 
before  they  could  profecute  the  viiflory.  The  lofs  of 
the  enemy  was  ib  great,  that  the  dead  bodies  lay  in 
heaps,  and  the  canals  of  the  city  was  tinged  with 
btcod.  Cortes,  who  had  loft  ten  or  twelve  men  in 
this  adtion,  did  not  chufe  to  continue  a  purfuit,  but 
allotted  three  days  for  the  refrefhment  of  his  troops; 
during  which  he  renewed  his  overtures  of  peace,  by 
means  of  ibme  Mexicans,  who  were  in  Mocezuma's 
fervice  :  but  at  the  fame  time  continued  to  obferve  the 
ftrifteft  vigilance  and  precaution  ;  and,  among  other 
ftratagems,  contrived  four  wooden  towers  to  run 
upon  wheels,  each  of  which  was  capable  of  con- 
taining twenty  or  thirty  men,  who  might  fet  houfe* 
on  fire,  and  deftroy  the  barricades  raifed  in  the  prin- 
cipal ftreets.  Having  finilhed  thefe  machines,  he 
made  a  fecond  fally  with  the  principal  part  of  the 
Spaniards  together  with  the  whole  body  of  Tlafca- 
lans,  who  had  fought  with  great  bravery  in  the  laft 
engagement.  He  alfo  took  fome  pieces  of  artillery, 
the  wooden  towers,  and  a  few  led  horfes,  that  were 
to  be  iifed  occafionally. 

The  Mexicans  were  now  commanded  by  the  prin- 
cipal nobles,  who  had  greatly  augmented  the  army, 
and  waited  for  the  Spaniards  in  profound  filence  ; 
but  the  latter  had  no  fooncr  begun  their  march, 
than  they  were  fuddenly  furprifed  with  the  hoarfe 
and  difagreeble  found  of  their  fca-ftiells  and  drums, 
added  to  the  Ihouts  of  an  innumerable  multitude, 
which  advanced  with  unufoal  regularity,  and  amaz- 
ing rcfolution,  giving  and  receiving  the  firft  char- 
ges without  being  difordered.  "When  they  were 
forced  to  give  way,  they  retired  leifurely,  without 
turning  their  backs,  and  renewed  the  fight  at  every 
canal  or  barricado,  with  fuch  obftinacy,  that  they 
Were  not  to  be  diflodged  without  the  artillery.  From 
the  windows,  balconies,  and  terraces.  Urge  ftones 
and  fragments  of  rocks,  provided  for  that  purpofe. 
Were  hurled,  by  which  the  moving  towers  were  foon 
Ihattered 
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Shattered  to  pieces :  and,  in  iTiorr,  the  battle  was 
fought  with  fuch  method  and  alacrity,  as  plainly 
proved  that  it  was  conduced  by  a  general  in  chief. 

The  engagement  continued  the  greatcft  part  of 
the  day;  and  night  drawing  on  before  Cortes  had 
made  much  progrcfs,  he  retired  to  his  quarters,  with 
the  lofs  of  40  men,  who  were  chiefly  TIafcalans ; 
and  with  50  Spaniards  much  wounded,  he  himfelf 
receiving  a  fliot  with  an  arrow  in  his  left  hand.  He 
now  began  fcriouny  to  refled,  that  notwithftanding 
all  the  advantages  he  had  obtained  over  the  Mexi- 
cans, his  numbers,  in  a  feries  of  luch  vidories, 
would  be  greatly  diminifhed  -,  and  that  in  cafe  of  a 
general  revolt  againft  Motezuma,  they  might  eafily 
ftarve  him  in  his  quarters  ;  nor  was  the  emperor  him- 
felf under  lefs  uneafinefs.  From  the  higheft  turret 
of  the  palace  he  had  obferved  the  battle,  and  could 
eafily  diftinguilh  the  cacique  of  Iztapalapa,  and  other 
nobles,  who  might  afpire  to  the  empire.  He  dread- 
ed the  lofs  of  his  crown;  and  being  fenfible  that' he 
could  never  reftore  his  lubjeds  to  obedience,  while 
the  Spaniards  remained  at  Mexico,  he  fent  for  Cor- 
tes the  next  morning,  told  him  his  fcntiments,  and 
intreated  him  to  leave  the  city,  that  he  might  return 
to  his  own  palace,  refunie  ihe  reins  of  government, 
and  quell  the  leditions  of  his  people. 

Cortes  readily  c  onfenied  to  this  propofal,  and  re- 
folved  to  retire  for  the  prefeni;  that  he  might  have 
Icifure  to  concert  a  tvew  plan,  and  be  enabled  to  exe- 
cute it  with  a  better  profpeft  of  fuccefs :  but  his 
conference  with  the  e  mperor  was  interrupted,  by  his 
being  told  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  with  great 
fury,  to  make  a  general  attack  upon  the  quarters. 
They  ruflied  on  wirh  p'odigious  impetuofity,  and  in 
fpitc  of  the  havock  ma"e  amo  ng  them  by  the  arul- 
lery  and  fmall  arms,  behaved  wH.'i  fuch  bravery,  that 
fonie  of  them  got  over  iVve  walls ;  which  obliged 
Cones  to  form  a  body  of  referve  in  the  prncipal 
court,  whence  he  occafionally  fcni  detachments  to 
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IbppWt  fach  AS  were  bard  prefled  or  fatigued 
aftion. 

While  the  iffault  was  thus  cawying  on  with  ama^ 
fog  vigour,  Motczoma  propofed  to  Ihow  himfclf  to 
the  people  from  the  wall,  ih  order  to  command  the 
populace  to  retire ;  and  order  the  nobles  to  come 
Unarmed  into  his  prcfcnce,  that  he  might  take  pro- 
per meafures  to  rcdrefs  their  grievances.  This  mo- 
rion being  approved  by  Cortes,  the  emperor  imme- 
diately adorned  himfelr  with  the  enfigns  of  royalty, 
and  then  mounted  the  terrace,  with  the  principal 
Mexicans  who  continued  in  his  fervice ;  one  of  whom, 
advancing  to  the  rails,  called  with  a  loud  voice,  thiit 
*die  great  Motezuma  had  condf  fcended  to  come  forth 
and  redrcfs  their  grievances.  His  name  was  no  foon- 
er  Mentioned,  than  the  out-cries  of  the  people  ceaf- 
cd,  and  they  ftood  filent  and  motionlefs,  as  if  awed 
by  fomcthing  fupernatural ;  and  when  he  appeared, 
the  whole  Multitude  humbled  themfelves  to  the  earth. 
He  looked  around  him  with  a  majdlic  air,  and  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  nobles  in  the  crowd,  defired  them 
feveraHy  by  name  to  approach  -,  thanked  them  for 
the  zeal  arid  afieftion  they  had  Ihewed  in  his  fervice^ 
and  reprefented  to  the  people  that  they  were  actuat- 
ed by  a  principle  of  miilaken  loydty ;  that  his  re- 
fiding  among  the  Spaniards  was  not  the  efFcft  of 
cJottipuMion  'y  that  he  was  refolved  to  difmifs  them 
from  his  court,  and  therefore  defired  his  fubjedls  to 
lay  down  their  arms. 

This  condcfcenfion  made  fuch  an  impreflion  upon 
the  hearers,  who  had  been  iifed  to  obey  him  with 
'fear  and  trembling,  that  many  wept  to  fee  the  em- 
peror fo  humbled ;  and  the  reft  hung  down  their 
heads,  and  ftood  in  filence  and  fufpence.  But  thefe 
favourable  difpofitions  were  ftx)n  changed.  Some  6f 
the  emiffaries  belonging  to  a  cacique,  who  hoped  to 
fucceed  Motezuma,  upbraiding  the  prince  with  be- 
ing a  coward,  a  prifoner,  and  a  flave,  raifed  a  cla- 
mour among  the  people;  and  inftantly  turned  their 
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compafTion  into  fuch  a  rage,  that  they  curfed  him, 
and  uttered  the  moft  opprobrious  inve6tives.  The 
motions  he  made  with  his  hand  and  head  were  now 
difregarded  -,  and  his  efforts  to  fpeak  rendered  inef- 
fe£buat,  by  their  rejpeated  fhouts,  till  at  length  they 
let  fly  a  (hower  or  arrows  againft  hini.  The  fol- 
diers  being  near  him,  endeavoured  to  cover  him  with 
their  bucklers ;  but  in  fpite  of  all  their  care,  he  was 
wounded  in  feveral  places,  and  received  a  terrible 
blow  upon  one  of  his  temples,  which  brought  him 
to  the  ground.  Cortes  having  caufed  him  to  be 
carried  to  his  apartment,  refolved  to  be  revenged 
on  the  authors  of  this  misfortune.  But  he  then 
could  find  no  enemy  on  whom  he  could  wreak  his 
revenge;  for  the  emperor  no  fooncr  fell,  than  the 
Mexicans,  flxuck  with  horror  and  confternation,  in- 
ftantly  fled. 

Motezuma  had  fcarcely  recovered  his  fenies,  when 
he  became  frantic  with  rage  *,  imprecated  the  moft 
xlreadful  curfes  upon  his  rebellious  fubjefts ;  and  re- 
fufed  to  liltcn  to  the  remonftrances  and  confolations 
of  Cortes,  who  in  vain  endeavoured  to  comfort  him. 
He  tore  the  bandages  and  plaifters  from  his  wounds, 
and  even  attempted  to  put  an  end  to  his  life ;  which 
made  it  neceflary  to  reftrain  him  by  force ;  and  then 
he  abfotutety  refifed  to* take  any  manner  of  fuftc- 
nance.  The  wound  in  his  head  was  very  dangerous; 
and  the  agitation  of  his  mind  foon  rendered  it  mor- 
tal. Cortes  joined  with  father  Bartholomew  de  01- 
medo  in  perfuading  him  to  renounce  his  idolatry; 
but  all  their  arguments  were  to  no  purpofe :  and  he 
expired,  after  having  conjured  the  general  to  revenge 
his  death. 

Motezuma*s  unhappy  fate  filled  Cortes  with  great 
concern.  He  was  now  obliged  to  form  a  new  plan, 
and  to  quit  all  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  by  his  in- 
fluence at  the  court  of  Mexico.  I'he  firft  ftep  he 
took,  was  appointing  fix  of  Motezuma's  principal 
attendants,   fomc  of  whom  were  priefts,    to  carry 
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out  his  body  to  the  rebels ;  with  orders  to  tell  the 
princes  who  headed  them,  that  he  'had  fent  thetii 
the  corpfe  of  their  late  fovercigrt,  whom  they  them* 
felves  had  murdered;  and  who,  before  his  deaths 
had  earneMy  conjured  htm  to  revenge  his  wrongs, 
and  Chaftile  them  for  their  abominable  rebeiiioh. 
But  as  he  imagined  the  infurrcftion  was  not  approv- 
ed By  the  nobles,  he  once  more  propofcd  peace,  and 
was  ready  to  agree  to  any  reafonable  conditions: 
but  ftiould  tlicy  negle^  his  propofal,  as  his  refoeft 
for  MottzuAna  could  no  longer  moderate  his  refcnt*- 
ment,  he  would  lay  wafte  their  city  with  fire  and 
fword. 

The  bearers  of  the  corpfe  were  met  ^t  a  finaH  dif^ 
tance  from  the  quarters  by  a  body  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, -who  threw  down  their  arms,  and  followed  their 
deceafcd  fovereign  with  the  mod  profound  reverence 
and  refpeft.  The  city  was  inftantly  filled  with  la,- 
mentations ;  and  though  another  emperor  was  al- 
ready eleftcd,  they  teftified  then*  repentance  by  thfe 
ftrongcft  exprefliohs  of  forrow,  running  about  the 
ftrccts  in  clamorous  tumults  till  the  next  morning, 
when  they  conveyed  the  body  to  the  mountain  of 
Chapultcpeque,  whert  it  was  interred  with  great  fo- 
lemnity. 

Thus  fell  the  great  Motezuma,  the  moft  power- 
ful  emperor  that  Md  ever  filled  the  Mexican  throne* 
He  had  reigned  feventeen  years;  was  the  eleventh 
in  the  number  of  emperors,  and  the  fecond  of  that 
njme.  He  left  four  fons,  and  three  daughters  ^ 
two  of  the  former,  who  lived  with  their  father  in 
his  confinement,  were  afterwards  killed  by  the  Mex- 
icans  in  Cortes*s  retreat.  The  daughters  afterwards 
embraced  the  chriftian  religion,  and  were  married 
to  Spaniards  :  But  the  moil  diftinguiflied  of  his  de- 
fcendants  was  one  of  Motezuma's  Tons,  who  at  his 
baptifm  took  the  name  of  Don  Pedro  de  Motczuma, 
and  received  many  &vours  from  his  Catholic  majcfly» 
who  gave  him  confiderable  poflfefllons  in  New  Spain, 
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mth  the  title  of  count  c^Motezuma,  which  his  pof> 
terity  ftill  enjoy. 

No  attempt  was  made  upon  the  Spanifb  quarters 
while  the  emperor  remained  ill  of  his  woUnds,  which 
Cortes  attributed  to  their  being  filled  with  horror  at 
the  thoughts  of  the  crime  they  had  committed  ;  but 
it  was  all  owing  to  the  nobility  being  wholly  employ- 
ed in  the  inauguration  of  Quilavaca,  cacique  of  Iz- 
capalapa,  whom  they  raifed  to  the  throne. 

The  Mexicans,  inftead  of  liftening  to  the  propo- 
fal  made  by  Motezuma's  fervants,  renewed  the  war 
with  greater  vigour  than  ever ;  and  on  the  morning 
that  fucceeded  the  late  emperor's  funeral,  all  the 
ftreets  were,  by  break  of  dav,  filled  with  armed 
men.  They  bad  alfo  put  a  orong  garrifon  in  the 
.towers  of  the  temple  which  commandied  part  of  thie 
Spanifh  quarters.  This  important  ppft,  which  was 
defended  by  500  chofen  men  of  the  nobility,  Cortes 
refolved  at  all  events  to  carry.  He  thererore  drew 
the  greateft  part  of  his  ftrength  out  of  the  quarters, 
and  having  formed  leveral  battalions,  fufficient  to 
cut  off*  all  communication  between  the  towers  and 
the  Indians  in  the  ftreets,  he  ordered  captain  Efco- 
bar,  with  a  *  confiderable  detachment,  to  attack  the  ^ 
temple,  which  was  of  difficult  accefs.  That  officer 
marched  to  the  lower  porch  without  oppofition  ; 
but  fuddenly  the  defendants  from  the  *  upper  porch 
difcharged  luch  a  fhower  of  lances,  arrows,  large 
(tones,  and  half-burnt  beams  of  timber,  provided 
for  that  purpofe,  that  the  affailants  were  thrown  into 
diibrder,  and  obliged  to  retreat  in  confufion,  after 
their  having  returned  three  times  to  the  attack. 

Mean  while  Cortes  was  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of 
horfc,  bufily  employed  in  fupporting  thofe  who  mod 
needed  his  affiftance ;  but  feeing  Efcobar  defeated, 
he  inflantly  quitted  his  horfe,  cauftd  a  ihield  to  be 
fadened  to  his  arm,  on  account  of  the  wound  ill  his 
hand  -,  then  fiying  to  his  afliftance,  advanced  to  the 
(lairs  with  fuch  intrepidity,  as  infpircd  his  followers 
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with  the  ambition  to  imitate  his  example.  In  an  >n^ 
ftant  the  a£biori  was  renewed  with  furprizing  obfti- 
nacy ;  and  two  Mexicans  who  had  devoted  their  lives 
to  the  fcrvice  of  their  country,  feeing  Cortes  upon 
a  tower,  threw  down  their  arms,  ran  up  to  him,  and 
fiiooping  down  like  fupplicants,  feized  him,  and  en- 
deavoured to  throw  him  over  the  rails :  but  after 
ilruggling  with  them  for  fome  time,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  difensage  himfelf;  upon  which,  they 
.threw  themfelves  headlong  from  the  tower,  and  their 
brains  were  dalbed  out  a&ainft  the  pavement.  The 
Mexicans  were  at  laft  obliged  to  retire  from  the  con- 
tinued fire  of  the  Spaniards  *,  and  the  general  return- 
ed with  his  troops  mto  the  quarters,  after  they  had 
made  a  dreadful  havoc  among  the  enemy,  and  burnt 
a  confiderable  part  of  the  city. 

The  mext  day  the  enemy  defined  a  parley  ;  which 
being  granted  by  Cortes,  fevcral  of  the  nobles  ap- 
proached the  walls,  and  in  the  name  of  the  new  em- 
peror, propofed  that  the  Spaniards  fhould  inftandy 
march  down  to  the  fea-fide,  and  leave  the  country, 
upon  which  condition  tHey  promifed  to  put  an  end 
to  alt  hoftilities :  but  obferved,  that  (hould  he  re- 
jeft  this  propofat,  they  muft  all  inevitably  perllh  5 
for  as  they  were  now  convinced  by  experience,  that 
the  Spaniards  were  mortal,  they  were  refolved  to 
continue  their  attacks ;  and  though  the  death  of  eve- 
ry Chriftian  fhould  cofl  them  20,000  lives,  they 
would  have  a  number  left  fufEcient  to  rejoice  at  their 
,fuccefs. 

To  this  Cortes  replied,  that  the  Spaniards  did  not 
pretend  to  be  inimortal,  though  they  were  fo  fupc- 
rior  to  the  Mexicans,  that  with  his  handful  of  men 
he  could  deflroy  the  whole  empire  :  but  being  mov- 
ed by  the  calamities,  they,  through  their  oblhnacy, 
had  fuffered,  he  was  refolved  to  depart ;  and  that  he 
only  waited  till  the  neceflary  preparations  were  made 
.  for  his  march,  and  other  articles  agreed  upon  for 
,  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  both  parties.    The  no- 
bles 
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bles  fcemed  pleafed  with  this  anfwer,  though  the 
overtures  they  had  made  were  intended  to  ar^wcr  a 
very  diflferent  purpofe.  It  had  been  agreed  by  the 
new  emperor  and  his  council,  that  inftead  of  e3cpof« 
ing  themfelves  to  fuch  terrible  Daughter,  as  the  peo- 
ple had  always  fuffered  from  the  artillery  and  fire- 
arms, they  (hould  diilrefs  the  Spaniards  by  famine ; 
and  amufe  them  with  negotiations,  till  beinff  weak- 
ened and  difpirited  by  hunger,  they  might  tiil  upon 
them  to  greater  advantage.  They  recolleded  that  Mo- 
tezuma's  three  fons  and  other  peribns  of  diftin£tion; 
were  prifoners  in  the  Spanifh  quarters ;  but  willing-- 
ly  devoted  them  as  facrifices  to  the  good  of  their: 
country,  except  their  chief  pried,  whom  they  re- 
vived, if  poflTible,  to  deliver. 

The  deputies  therefore  returned  the  fame  evening 
with  a  propofal,  that  fome  of  the  Mexican -priibneri 
fiiould  be  fent  with  inftruftions  to  the  emperor; 
artfully  hinting,  that  the  moft  proper  perfop  would 
be  a  certain  ancient  prieft,  who  being  an  intelligenc 
man,  would  be  able  to  remove  whatever  difficulties 
might  be  ftarted.  Cortes  readily  aflented  to  the 
propofal,  and  made  the  pried  acquainted  with  his 
demands,  in  relation  to  the  neceflaries  he  fhould  wane 
in  his  march )  relolving,  if  he  fhould.  return,  to  ex- 
plain himfelf  with  refpedt  to  their  laying  down  their 
arms  and  delivering  hoitages.  But  they  had  not  the 
lead  intention  to  (end  him  back,  or  to  conxr  to  an 
amicable  agreement  ^  which  was- very  evident  from 
their  making  trenches  to  defend  the  pafTage  of  the 
canals,  breaking  down  the  bridges  of  the  principal 
£aufeway,  and  cutting  off  all  ^communication  with 
the  road  leading  to  Tlafcala.  Cortes  was  grc3.t\yi 
alarmed  at  this  intelligence,  and  immediately  or- 
dered a  portable  bridge  to  be  made,  drong  enough 
to  bear  the  weight  of  the  artillery,  and  lb  light  as 
CO  be  carried  by  40  foldiers. 

Men  were  immediately  employed  in  making  this 
bridge  I  and  at  the  fame  time  Cortes  adembjed  his 
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captains^  iax)rder  to  coniult  whether ~tbey  fliould  k^  . 
tfeat  by  day  or  by  oight :  for  he  was  refolved  to  re- 
tire to  Tiafcala,  and  there  to  take  ooeafures  for  by- 
ing  fiege  to  the  city  of  Mexico.  The  majority  of 
the  officers  propofed  a  retreat  by  night,  on  account 
of  the  fupcrftitioo  of  the  Mexicans,  which  made  it 
unufual  for  thetn  to  engage  an  enemy  after  fun-fet ; 
ami  from  the  difficuky  of  attacking  them  in  the  ca- 
noes in  the  dark.  This  was  however  warmly  oppo- 
fed  by  Cortes,  and  ieveral  others ;  but  the  queftion 
being  put  to  the  vote,  the  majority  declared  for  the 
firft  propofa],  to  which  Cortes  ailented  *,  and  it  was 
refolved,  to  give  the  enemy  as  little  time  as  pofTibie 
to  form  obftru&ioos^  by  beginning  their  march  that 
very  night.  The  carpenters  had  no  iboner  iini(hed 
the.  bridge,  which  was  to  be  njoved  from  one  open- 
ing:icLdie  cauieway  to  another,  than  Cortes  fent  aor 
otlier  Mexican  in  order  tQ  amufe  the  enemy  with 
fiutber  propofds  of  peace,  while  he  made  the  pro- 
per di^X)fuiofis  for  his  retreat.  The  order  of  march, 
being  fixed,  he  cauied  the  treafure  to  be  brought  in-^ 
to  his  apartment,  and  taking  one  fifth  for  the  king, 
in  what  was  portable,  he  delivered  it  to  the  commii- 
&ry  with  fome  wounded  horfes  for  the  carriage ;  but 
the  remainder,  which  amounted  to  upwards  of 
700,000  pieces  of  eight,  ho  propofed  to  leave,  as 
a  dangerous  incumbrance:  but  finding  the  foldicrs' 
onwilHog  to  lofe  their  ihare,  he  gave  them  leave  to 
fake  what  they  could  conveniently  carry;  in  confe-' 
quence  of  which,  fome  of  the  moft  avaritious,  who 
were  among  thofe  who  came  with  Narvaez,  loaded 
diemfelves  fo  heavily,  that  they  fbaggered  under  their 
burdens. 

-  Cortes  having  taken  thefc  previous  fteps,  encou- 
raged the  foldiers  by  a  (hort  fpeech ;  and  about  mid- 
night they  began  their  march  with  great  filence  and 
circumfpcdkion,  being  favoured  by  the  wetnefs  of* 
the  weather,  and  the  darknels  of  the  night.  The 
boridkc,  which  was  carried  in  the  front,    was  laid 
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ever  the  firft  canal  before  they  met  with  the  leal| 
pppoQtion  \  but  the  weight  of  the  artillery  and  horie 
jammed  it  fo  fail:,  that  they  fou(i4  it  impra^icable 
to  remove  it ;  and  indeed  they  had  no  time  to  ufe 
much  pains  about  it ;  for  before  the  army  had  paf*^ 
ied  the  firil  breach  of  the  caufeway,  they  were  iudr 
denly  attacked  on  all  (ides :  for  the  enemy  having  ob- 
ferved  their  motions,  had  aflembled  their  troops  an4 
icanoe*  with  fuch  expedition  and  filence«  that  the 
lake  was  covered  on  each  lide  of  the  caufeway.  The 
attack  began  with  great  reguUrity ;.  and  had  the 
Mexicans  continued  to  preferve  the  fame  good  ot^ 
during  the  engagement,  Cortes  and  his  whole  army 
iuuft  have  perilhed.  But  they  fbon  returned  to  theix 
ufual  way  of  charging  in  confulion,  by  which  means 
many  of  the  canoes  were  dafhed  to  pieces  againft 
each  other,  and  the  Spaniards  made  a  dreadful 
ilaughter.  They  were  attacked  in  front  by  a  vaft 
number,  who  being  impatient  till  they  came  to  ac-r 
cion,  had  thrown  themfelves  into  the  lake,  and  dam-» 
faered  up  the  caufeway  in  order  to  diipute  the  paf> 
iage;  but  they  were  fo  crowded,  that  they  had 
fcarcely  room  to  make  ufe  of  their  weapons :  and 
the  daughter  was,  according  to  fome  authors,  ta 
great,  as  to  fupply  a  fufEcient  number  of  bodies, 
to  form  a  paflage  for  the  Spaniards  in  the  lake.  Buc 
other  authors  alledge,  that  the  enemy  left  the  beam 
of  the  fecond  bridge,  on  which  the  foldiers  pafled 
over  in  files,  leading  their  hories  through  the  water 
by  the  bridles* 

Cortes,  on  his  reaching  the  (hore,  ordered  the  men 
to  be  formed  as  fail  as  they  arrived ;  and  then  return- 
ed to  the  caufeway,  entered  into  the  engagement,  and 
animated  the  men  by  his  prefence  and  example*  '  He 
caufed  each  fide  of  the  xraufeway  to  be  hned  witfai 
foldiers,.  who  were  to  repel  the  enemy,  while  the  reft 
marched  between  them  in  the  centre  -,  and  to  facili- 
tate the  march,  he  ordered  the  artillery  to  be  thrown 
into  the  water ;    but  notwithftanding  all  his  vigi« 

X  4  '    lance^ 
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lance,  part  of  the  rear-guatd  was  cut  in  pieces,  the* 
bridge  being  dcftroyed  by  the  Mexicans  in  the  cb* 
noes  before  thefe  unhaf^y  men  could  pais  it,  and 
thefe  chiefly  confiftcd  of  thofe  who  had  fo  overloaded 
themfclves  with  trcafiire,  that  they  were  incapable 
of  exerting  themfelves  in  their  own  defence. 

The  army  having  paflTed  over  the  lake  by  break" 
of  day,  halted  near  Tobuca,  to  give  time  to  thofe 
who  had  efcaped  from  the  battle  to  join  their  friends; 
a  precaution  which  faved  the  lives  of  fcveral  Spaniards* 
and  TIafcalans,  who  had  fwam  afhore,  and  conceal* 
cd  themfelves  in  fomc  fields  of  .maize  till  the  morn- 
ing. Thefe  brought  intelligence  that  the  laft  divi- 
fion  of  the  rear  guard  was  entirely  cut  off;  and  ther 
troops  being  reviewed,  their  lofs  was  found  to  amount 
to  about  200  Spaniards,  above  1000  TIafcalans,  and 
46  horfes,  with  all  the  Mexican  prifoners ;  who,  in 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  night,  were  treat- 
ed as  enemies  by  their  own  countrymen.  The  Spa- 
niards were  much  dejedled  at  finding  how  greatly 
their  number  was  diminilhed;  at  the  lofs  of  their 
artillery,  and  at  the  apprehcnfion  of  being  every 
moment  again  aflaulted,  while  they  were  oppreflcd 
with  fatigue.  Their  affliftion  was  increafcd  by  the 
lofs  of  fomc  excellent  officers,  among  whom  was 
Juan  Velafquez  de  Leon,  who  brought  up  the  rear. 

Had  the  Spaniards  been  now  attacked,  before 
they  had  time  to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  recover 
their  fpirits  after  the  fatigue  of  the  battle,  they 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  eafily  deftroyed  : 
but  an  event  whiv':h  they  confidered  as  extremely  un- 
fortunate, prolonged  their  lives,  by  giving  themi 
time  to  repofe.  It  has  already  been  obfcrved  that 
all  the  Mexican  prifoners  were  killed  in  the  engage- 
ment; and  in  the.  morning  when  the  enemy  went  to 
ftrip  the  dead,  they  found  three  of  Motezuma*s  Tons, 
whom  they  had  killed  with  their  arrows.  At  this 
fpeftacle  they  were  amazed  and  ftupified  -,  the  troops 
wpre  feized  with  conftcrnation,  and  the  news  of  this 

event 
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event  foon  reached  the  new  emperor :  he  ordered  the 
bodies  of  thefe  unhappy  princes  to  be  Conveyed  to  the 
burying-place  of  their  anceftors,  and  all  the  inhabit 
tants  attending  their  funeral,  afforded  the  Spaniards 
this  feafonable  rcfpite. 

Mean  while  Cortes  marched  with  great  caution 
towards  Tlafcala,  fufpeding  that  the  enemy's  delay 
proceeded  from  fomc  defign,  which  had  been  form- 
ed againft  him ;  and  indeed  the  Spaniards  had  not 
proceed  far,  before  they  obferved  feveral  compa* 
nies  of  armed  men  following  the  army  at  a  diftance. 
Thefe  were  fomc  of  the  inhabitants  of  feveral  cities 
whom  the  Mexicans  had  ordered  to  obferve  the  mo* 
tions  of  the  Spaniards,  and  retard  their  march,  till 
they  thcmfelvcs  had  difcharged  their  laft  duty  to  the 
fons  of  Motezuma.  At  length  the  whole  body  of 
the  Mexicans  appeared,  and  joining  the  others,  at* 
tacked  the  army  with  great  impetuofity.  Cortes 
placed  his  fire-arms  and  crofs-bows  in  the  front,  and 
then  ordered  the  horfe  to  advance  and  charge  the 
Indians,  which  they  did  with  great  fuccefs ;  but  their 
enemies  continually  increafing,  the  Spaniards  were 
fatigued  with  killing  them,  and  began  to  defpair 
of  their  ever  being  able  to  rout  fuch  a  prodigious 
multitude :  when  Cortes  perceiving  an  edifice  with 
turrets  on  the  top  of  an  eminence  near  the  field  of 
battle,  rcfolved  to  gain  that  poft,  which  he  effected. 
As  this  building  was  a  temple,  that  had  a  fpacious 
court,  encompafled  by  a  wall  and  feveral  towers,  it 
was  eafily  defended.  The  Spaniards  here  found  (hel- 
ter  from  the  danger  to  which  they  had  been  expofed ; 
and  on  account  of  this  fignal  relief,  afterwards  ereft* 
ed  an  hermitage  on  the  fpot,  which  is  (till  known 
by  the  name  of  Neuftra  Senrwra  de  Los  Remedios^  or 
Our  Lady  of  Relief. 

The  Mexicans  approached  near  the  walls*,  but 
having  difcharged  a  great  number  of  arrows,  retir- 
ed toward  Mexico :  however  the  Spaniards  perceiv- 
ed from  the  tops  of  the  towers  that  they  halted  ia 
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ti»  plain,  where  they  divided  into  ieveral  bodies. 
The  meo  wqre  refreflied  with  fome  provifions  they 
foond  in  the  temple,  and  with  what  the  Indians  had 
iaycd  v^ith  their  baggage,  and  had  their  wounds  dref* 
ied,  the  linen  horfe- cloths  ferving  for  lint  and  ban« 
dages.  Theie  neceflkry  taflcs  being  performed,  Cor- 
tes called  a  council  of  his  officers,  and  propofed,  aa 
this  poft  could  not  be  maintained  for  want  of  pro* 
yifions,  and  as  they  could  not  hope  to  make  their 
retreat  while  furrounded  by,  fuch  a  multitude  of  the 
enemy,  they  fhould  feize  this  opportunity  of  conti* 
nuing  their  march  during  the  •  nighty  in  order  that 
they  might  be  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  Mexi* 
cans  the  next  morning.  This  propofal  being  una* 
fitmouQy  approved,  fome  hours  reft  were  allotted  for 
the  refrefhmenc  of  the  people,  who  were  dreadfully 
fatigued}  ai>d  at  midnight  they  retired  from  the 
temple,  leaving  the  Bres  burning,  in  order  to  deceive 
the  enemy.  After  a  march  of  four  leagues,  they 
came  to  a  village  advantageoufly  fituated,  which  was 
deferted  by  its  inhabitants,  where  they  ftaid  two 
days  till  the  wounded  were  again  able  to  travel. 
They  then  marched  two  days  through  a  rocky  and 
barren  country,  at  a  diftance  from  the  great  road .} 
which  they  purpofely  avoided,  being  without  ihelter 
in  the  night,  perpetually  harrafTed  by  flying  parties 
of  Indians.  In  the  laft  of  thefe  marches,  they  reach- 
ed a  village,  where  the  inhabitants  provided  everjr 
.  thing  for  their  entertainment  with  an  air  of  frank- 
nefs  and  hofpitality  ;  which  was  no  more  than  .an  ilU 
judged  ftratagem,  defigned  to  lull  the  Spaniards  intt» 
a  carelefs  fecurity. 

Early  the  next  morning  the  army  afcended  a 
inountain,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  was  the  valley 
of  Otumba;  when  Marina  obferved,  that  the  In-> 
<}ia<is  who  dill  followed  at  a  diftance,  fhouted  and 
frequently  exclaimed,  "  Proceed,  tyrants ;  you'll 
•'  foon  arrive  at  the  place  where  you  will  all  perilh." 
Cortes  took  all  polfible  precaution  to  prevent  being 

fur- 
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furprized  :  but  on  his  reaching  the  top  of  the  moun-^ 
tain,  he  found  the  paflfage  of  fiie  troops  effeAualljr 
obftruded  by  an  immenfe  multitude  of  armed  mea, 
who  covered  the  extenfive  plain  oi  Otumba.  Theic 
were  the  Indians  they  encountered  at  the  firit  temple, 
reinforced  by  a  vail  number  of  people  from  Mexicot» 
with  the  principal  nobles  at  their  head,  whp  had 
feparzted  into  feveral  bodies,  and  marched  by  difie-- 
rent  roads  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  get  the  (Urt  t>f 
the  Spaniards,  and  unite  in  this  fpacious  plain,  where 
there  was  no  danger  of  their  being  embarraflfed  for 
want  of  room.  The  front  of  the  army,  which  ap* 
pelred  from  the  diverfity  of  the  colours  and  ftandards^ 
to  be  of  different  nations,  extended  along  the  wholes 
breadth  of  the  valley  ;  but  the  eye  could  not  reacb 
the  extremity  of  the  rear.  In  the  centre  appeared  the 
captain-general  of  the  empire,  borne  in  a  fumptuouft 
chariot  upon  men's  (houlders,  that  he  might  the  betr- 
ter  judge  of  emergencies,  anH  fee  his  orders  pundu-- 
ally  obeyed.  Near  him  was  the  royal  ftandard  of 
Mexico,  which  was  a  net  of  mafly  ^old,  fattened  to 
a  pike,  crowned  with  a  plume  of  variegated  feathers ; 
and  this  ftandard  was  never  brought  into  the  field, 
but  upon  the  mod  extraordinary  occaGons.  Indeed 
this  vaft  army,  with  the  motions  of  their  diflferenc 
weapons,  and  their  feather  waving  in  the  wind,  form* 
ed  an  appearance  that  was  at  once  beautiful  and  tre- 
mendous. 

Cortes  having  taken  a  view  of  this  dreadful  army, 
turned  with  alacrity  to  his  foldiers,  and  told  thetn 
that  they  muft  either  conquer  or  die ;  but  was  im- 
mediately interrupted  by  his  men,  who  called  out, 
that  he  (hould  give  the  word  and  lead  them  to  battle. 
He  was  unwilling  to  balk  their  ardour  ^  and  having 
ranged  them  in  order,  immediately  advanced.  •  The 
foldiers  gave  no  ftroke  either  with  their  lances  tit 
fwords,  but  what  was  fatal. .  Cortes,  reflecting  that  the 
flrength  of  his  men  muft  foon  fail,  recollected  that 
he  had  heard  among  the  Mexicans,  that,  the  whole 
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focccfs  of  the  battle  depended  upon  the  royal  ftand- 
ard ;  the  lofmg  of  which  decided  the  fortune  of  the 
day.  Upon  which  he  inftantly  rcfolved  to  make  an 
extraordinary  effort  to  obtain  it;  and  commanded 
Sandoval  Alverado  de  Olid,  and  Davila  to  follow 
and  fccure  his  rear,  while  he,  with  his  troop  of  horfe, 
charged  that  part  which  appeared  v/e;ikeft  and  near- 
cft  the  centre.  This  troop  trode  down  whole  batta- 
lions, and  foon  cut  their  way  to  the  place  where  the 
imperial  ftandard  v/as  defended  by  a  guard  compofed 
of  the  nobles  J  when  Cortes  fpurring  his  horfe 
through  the  midft  of  them,  wounded  the  captain- 
f^eneral,  and  threw  him  from  his  chariot  "with  the  firft 
fbroke  of  his  lance :  and  Juan  de  Salamanca,  a  pri- 
Yatc  gentleman,  leaped  from  his  horfe,  difpatchei 
the  general,  and  feizing  the  ftandard,  gave  it  into 
die  hands  of  Cortes. 

The  Mexicans  no  fooner  beheld  the  imperial  ftan- 
dard in  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  than  they  ftruck 
all  the  reft  of  their  colours,  and  betook  themfelves 
to  a  precipitate  flight  -,  while  the  vkftorious  Spaniards 
made  a  dreadful  (laughter  of  the  fugitives,  20,000 
Indians  being  faid  to  be  killed  in  the  battle  and  pur^ 
fuit.  The  fpoils  which  Cortes  divided  among  the 
fbldiers,  were  very  confiderable ;  for  the  Mexicans 
depending  upon  their  number,  which  amounted 
to  200,000,  came  adorned  with  their  bcft  jewels,  as 
to  a  certain  triumph. 

The  Spaniards  now  purfued  their  march,  but  not 
without  fome  fufpicion  of  being  again  attacked,  as 
Icveral  bodies  of  men  were  fcen  on  the  tops  of  the 
mountains ;  but  rhey  proceeded  without  moleftation, 
and  the  next  day  they  entered  the  confines  of  Tlaf- 
cala,  when  the  whole  army  exprefled  their  joy  by 
loud  acclamations,  and  the  Tlafcalans  kiffed  the 
earth.  At  noon  Cortes  entered  Gualipar,  a  confide- 
rable town,  where  he  was  received  with  great  hofpi- 
tality,  and  having  quartered  his  troops  there,  he 
icnt  two  Tlafcalans  to  the  fenate  with  an  account  of 

his 
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his  retreat:  but  the  mcflengers  were  fcarcely  dif- 
mifled,  when  he  was  vifited  by  Magifcatzin,  Old 
Xicotencal,  with  his  Ton,  and  others  deputed  by  the 
fenate,  to  compliment  him  upon  his  return.  They 
propofed  his  immediately  proceeding  to  the  city, 
where  quarters  were  alreacfy  provided  for  the  Spa- 
niards. But  he  chofe  to  remain  in  his  prefent  fitua- 
tion,  till  his  people  (hould  be  refrefhed  and  intirely 
recovered  from  their  fatiguds,  to  which  the  Tlaf- 
calans  the  more  readily  alfented,  as  this  would  give 
them  rime  to  prepare  for  his  reception^  and  his  enter* 
ing  the  city  in  a  folemn  triumph. 

The  Spaniards  were  liberally  fupplied  with  neccf' 
(aries  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  during  a  ftay  of 
three  days  at  Gualipar;  when  adorning  themfelvcs 
with  the  plumes  and  jewels  of  the  vanquiflied  Mejd- 
cans,  they  began  their  march  for  Tlafcala,  which 
they  entered  in  Jujy  1520.  The  fenate  in  their  richeft 
robes  came  out  with  a  numerous  attendance  to 
receive  them ;  the  fields  were  crowded  with  people  ; 
the  air  was  filled  with  acclamations,  and  they  were 
faluted  at  their  entrance  with  the  founds  of  fiutes, 
drums  and  horns. 

But  in  the  midft  of  this  feftival,  a  damp  was  given 
to  the  public  joy  by  Cortes's  illnefs.  A  wound  he 
had  received  m  his  head  broke  out  afrefh ;  he  was 
feized  with  a  dangerous  fever,  and  his  friends  began 
to  delpair  of  his  life.  But  the  fenate  employing  the 
moft  expert  phyficians  in  the  countr}',  he  ipeedilf 
recovered. 

Cortes  now  impatiently  longed  to  know  the  ftatc 
of  affairs  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  therefore  fent  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  by  an  Indian  courier,  who  foon  re- 
turned with  an  anfwer,  that  no  alteration  had  yet 
happened  in  the  garrifon  or  on  the  coaft ;  and  tnat 
Narvaez  and  Salvatiera  were  (lill  in  fafe  cuftody: 
but  that  a  corporal  and  eight  foldiers,  who  had  been 
fent  to  Tlafcala  for  the  gold  belonging  to  the  garri- 
fon, were  not  returned ;  that  it  was  reported  among 

the 
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the  Indians,  that  they  were  murdered  in  the  pro- 
vince Tepeaca,  and  that  it  was  feared  the  wounded 
foldiers  belonging  to  Narvaez  had  met  with  the  fame 
fate ;  for  being  impatient  to  reach  Mexico,  which 
they  confidered  as  the  centre  of  their  wealth,  they, . 
as  faft  as  they  ^covered,  had  marched  away  from 
2^mpoalla  for  that  city.  Indeed  the  truth  of  this 
report  was  now  confirmed  by  the  Tlafcalans,  who 
had  hitherto  concealed  it  from  Cortes,  left  it  fhould 
retard  his  recovery ;  and  he  had  the  mortification  to 
find  himfelf  thus  deprived  of  a  reinforcement  of 
near  50  Spaniards,  who  had  been  defboyed  by  the 
Indians  or  Tepeaca.  Cortes  therefore  refolved  to  be 
revenged  on  tnat  nation,  which  lay  between  him  and 
Vera  Cruz,  and  the  Tlafcalans  promifed  to  intereft 
themfelves  in  the  quarrel. 

At  this  time  ambafladors  from  the  new  emperor 
of  Mexico  arrived  at  Gualipar,  whence  they  fent  to 
defire  leave  of  the  fenate  to  enter  the  city,  with-pro7 
pofals  of  peace ;  and  this  being  granted  with  the  con- 
lent  of  Cortes,  they  made  their  public  entry  with 
great  fplendor  and  folemnity,  and  were  received  in 
the  fenate  houfe ;  where  they  made  offers  of  peace 
and  perpetual  alliance,  on  condition  of  their  declar: 
ing  war  againft  the  Spaniards,  and  affifting  them  in 
th<;ir  endeavours  to  extirpate  thofe  ftrangers.  Their 
Ipeech  was  interrupted  by  the  murmurs  of  the  aflfem- 
oly,  who  were  exafperated  at  the  propofal.  How- 
ever they  wei^e  permitted  to  retire  to  the  lodgings 
afTigned  them,  till  the  fenate  fhould  deliberate  upon 
the  fubjefb  of  the  embafly ;  when  it  was  unanimouQy 
agfeed  to  rejeft  their  propolals.  But  the  ambafla- 
dors did  not  wait  for  a  formal  difmiifion  ;  for  dread- 
ing left  fome  popular  infurreftion  fhould  be  raifed 
againft  them,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation. 

Notwithftanding  the  regard  the  Tlafcalans  upon 
this  and  other  occafions  fhewed  for  the  Spaniards,  Xi- 
cotencal  ftill  hated  ^  and  envied  Cortes ;  and  had 
hitherto  difguifed  thefe  difpofitions  under  the  lAafque 

of 
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of  friendfhip.  Though  he  did  not  fo  much  as  (peak 
in  the  fenate,  in  behalf  of  the  Mexican  propofals^ 
he  took  the  opportunity  of  fowing  jealoufies  among  the 
people  by  n^ans  of  his  friends ;  who  pf hrately  mag- 
nified the  advantages  of  an  alliance  with  the  Mcxi- 
cans,  and  reprefented,  with  fome  truth,  their  friend- 
(hip  for  the  Spaniards  as  a  dangerous  connedion^ 
that  would  entail  flav^ry  and  opprefikui  upon  them 
and  their  pofterity.  The  fenate  were  ibon  infoomod 
of  thefe  pradlices,  and  upon  this  occafion  held  a  coor 
fultacion}  at  which  Xicotencal's  father  gave  his 
opinion,  that  his  fon  (hould  fuffer  death,  as  a  fower 
of  fodition  :  but  out  of  refped  to  the  gray  hairs  and 
chara£ter  of  the  father,  they  only  ordered  him  to  fae 
brought  before  them  in  chains  ;  deprived  him  Ckf  .dl 
the  honours  he  enjoyed,  and  caufed  him^to  be  throwa 
down  the  ftairs  of  the  fenate-houfe.  A  few  days 
after  this  degi-adacion,  Xicotencal  implored  fbrgivc- 
nefs  of  Cortes,  who  did '  not  know  of  his  crime  tSl 
after  the  punifhment  was  infiided ;  and  by  his  inter- 
polition,  was  reftored  to  his  former  rank. 

Xicotencal  now  endeavoured  to  atone  for  his  fauk 
by  his  diligence  in  aflembling  the  troops  of  the  re^ 
public.  Mean  while  the  foldiers  who  can;ie  widi 
Narvaez,  being  difgufted  at  the  fatigues  and  dangea 
they  had  undergone,  and  intimidated  at  the  thoughis 
of  a  new  war,  loudly  exclaimed  againft  the  expedi- 
tion to  Tepeaca ;  and  even  delivered  a  formal  prooeifair 
don  to  Cortes,  fignifying  their  refufal  to  underoikc 
that  enterprize,  and  their  defire  tO|  march  immecfi- 
ately"for  Vera  Cru^,  where  they  might  be 'nearo- at 
hand  to  ibllicit  reinforcements  from  St.  Oomingp  and 
Jamaica. 

Cortes  was  greatly  provoked  at: this  infolent  remoft- 
(trance;  but  thought  proper  to  diiguife  his  refeob- 
ment ;  and  to  reprefent  to  them,  that  as  the  T^pca- 
cans  had  feized  the  paflcs  of  the  mount;ains,  it  wig 
impofTible  for  them  to  reach  Vera  Cruz  without  fig|i2f- 
ing  them,  in  which  he  (hould  be  afiiiled  by  the  Tl«£> 
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calan  troops,  that  were  aflembling  for  that  purpofe  $ 
but  he  amired  them,  that  as  foon  as  the  Indians 
(hould  be  fubdued,  they  who  were  unwiUing  to 
follow  his  fortune,  (hould  have  ftee  leave  to  de- 
part. 

Cortes  having  thus  reconciled  his  troops  to  the  fer- 
vice,  marched  with  8000  choice  Tlaicalans,  com- 
manded by  officers  of  diftinguifhed  valour,  and  left 
the  care  of  bringing  up  the  reft  to  Xicotencal.  Hav- 
ing proceeded  three  leagues,  they  fpent  the  night  in 
a  village  abandoned  by  the  enemy.  The  Tepeacans 
now  took  the  field  in  order  to  ftop  their  march,  and 
formed  an  ambufcade  in  fome  fields  of  maize ;  but 
being  difcovered  by  Cortes,  when  at  a  confiderable 
diftance,  they  were  foon  thrown  into  confufion  ;  and 
being  deferted  by  their  Mexican  allies,  were  totally 
routed,  with  the  lofs  of  almoft  their  whole  army. 
They  therefore  the  fame  night  fent  deputies  to  im- 
'  plore  the  mercy  of  the  conqueror. 

The  next  day  Cortes  marched  with  his  army  into 
the  city,  where  the  inhabitants  threw  thcmfelves  at 
his  feet.  But  upon  his  ordering  his  interpreters  to 
proclaim  king  Charles,  and  a  general  pardon  in  the 
name  of  that  prince,  their  apprehcnfions  were  con- 
verted into  joy ;  and  they  entreated  Cortes  to  take 
their  city  into  his  protection,  that  they  might  never 
more  be  influenced  by  the  Mexicans  to  renounce 
their  treaty  with  the  Spaniards.  Cortes  indantly 
took  advantage  of  this  requeft,  fortified  the  city 
with  palifadoes  and  a  trench ;  and  built  a  kind  of 
citadel  to  keep  them  in  obedience,  and  fccure  the 
paflage  to  Vera  Cruz.  But  before  this  work  was  be* 
gun,  he  fent  all  the  prifoners  who  had  been  taken 
in  the  battle,  to  Tlalcala ;  where,  by  his  dire£Uon, 
they  were  publickly  fold  for  flaves. 

Quilavaca,  emperor  of  Mexico,  dying  about  this 
time,  the  eleftors  conferred  the  imperial  mgnity  upon 
Quatimozin,  fon-in-law  toMotezuma,  a  young  prince 
of  great  fagacity  i  who  immediately  encouraged  the 

foldiers 
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foMiers  with  rewards  and  ooniidertble  privil^jo; 
created  hia  nobles  with  affkbilicyi  and  exempted  Jus. 
ittbje^  iiroai  all  tribute  during  the  contiauancc  df 
the  wsa^. 

*  Comes  received  an  ilccount  of  thefe  tranfii^n^ 
fnto  fome  ckpucies  ftom  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  a 

Kpulous  and  warlike  city^  fituated  in  the  road  to 
exioo,  who  came  to  complmn  of  the  tyranny  of 
the  Mexicans^  and  to  implore  the  afliftance  of  the 
Spaniards  agtfinft  thema  As  Cortes  made  no  doubt 
o^  this  cacique's  fincerity,  and  thought  it  highly  ne* 
ceOary  to  expel  the  enemy  from  fuch  an  importaat 
place,  he  immediately  formed  a  body  of  30,000. 
Tlaftalans^  with  300  Spaniards,  and  13  horte,  and 
the  next  morning  fent  this  army  with  the  envoys  of 
Guacachuia,  under  the  conimand  of  Chriftoval  de 
Olid^  who  was  dirked  to  rcpulfe  the  enemy,  and 
take  pofleOkm  of  the  town.  They  were  joined  oa 
their  march  by  ibme  bodies  of  confederate  Indiana^ 
who  had  been  ill  uifSd  by  the  Mexicans :  and  Cortes 
i^ot  long  after  arriving  at  the  camp,  proceeded  with 
his  new  allies  dircdtlj  towards  Guacachuk.  The 
Mexicans  being  informed  of  his  motions,  advanced 
between  him  and  the  city^  and  beean  the  battle  with 
gr€at  fury  •,  when  the  cacique  of  Guacachula,  tak* 
ing  advantage  of  this  opportunity,  fell  fuddenly 
upon  the  rear  of  the  Mexicans^  who  in  a  little  more 
than  half  an  hour  were  entirely  defeated.  The  Spa- 
niards then  entered  the  city,  where  they  took  up 
their  quarters,  while  the  Tlafcalans  and  the  other 
foniederates,  whofe  number  was  continually  encteai^ 
in|r,  ftaid  without  the  wall  \  and  many  other  caciques 
joming  them,  Cortes*s  army^  foon  after  the  battle, 
amounted  to  f  20^000  men. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  deduce  Yzucarf,  a  town 
Aaturally  of  great  ftrength ;  fortified  with  walls  and 
ravelins,  defended  in  front  by  a  river^  and  garriibfied 
with  10,000  Mexicans,  who  had  broke  down  the 
bridge  in  order  to  difpute  the  paflfage.    Notwith" 
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ftanding  dicfe  difcouraging  cirptttnftiDceSy  the  tnop9 
gaihecttim  oppofite  ixink,  aoddrcivcdie  enemf^  iota 
airdtyi*  which  tfae)r  made  a  ihew^of  defending :  but 
the  Spaniards  had  fcarcely  received  orders  for^jbe  »*- 
tachi^  whea'tht  citywa^  forlaken  by  the  ganiion  ahd 
inhabidants.  Stune  of  the  fugitives  being  brousht' 
backj  were  inftantly  difchflrged,*^:  with  the  ofier  w  a: 
pardon  and  good .  treatnient  to  all  who  (hould  tttani 
tor'theh-hoofes^  and  this  had  fudh  an  eSeSt^  thM  the. 
tDWfi  was  almoft  filled  ithe  famediiy; .  Thefpoil^b>' 
tained  in  both  thefe  adions,  Cbrterdiftributed  aiMong' 
bis  new  allies,  and  then  returned  with^the  TlafqaiaM 
loTepeaca^  where  the  fort  and  fettlement  was  r'Mir 
eooenpleated ;  t6  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Segura 
de  la  Frontcra.  ■ 

A  fliip  arrived  about  this  time  at  St.  Juan  de  Uliia,. 
iiith  thirteen  Spainfh  foldiers,  fome  provifions  and 
ammunition,  and  tw6  horfes,  feift  by  Diego  dt  Ve- 
laiqucB  to  Narvaez  ^  under  tbe  command  of  P^dro^ 
de  Barba.  He  landed  without  diftruft,  and  was  con^ 
dbfted  to  Vera  Cruz,  where  he  readily  embraced 
Corfes*s  intereft,  and  received  the  command  cf  a 
company  of  crofe-bowsw        .  :  ; 

Eight  days  after  a  iecond  ibip  arrived  with  eight 
ibUiecs  more,  widi  arms  and  ammunition ; .  the  oficer 
who  commanded  this  vefTel,  and  his  mea  alfo  entered 
into  the  fervice  of  Cortes.  * 

As  the  general  was  refolved  to  mike  a  new  attempt 
K>  conquer  Mexico,  he. formed  the  feheme  of  build-- 
ing  1 2  or  1 3  brigantines  that  Ibould  be  able  to  mfift 
the  Indian  canoes,  in  order  to .  efcape  the  danger  of 
paiBng  the  caufeways  :  and  thtfle  he  propofed  to  carpy 
m  pieces  on  the  Ihoulders  of  the  Indian  carriers,  over 
the  mountains  of  TIaicaia,  to  »  river  ia  the  neigh^^ 
bourfiODd  of  the  lake.  Thii  Angular  pK>je6b  hecohi- 
municated  to  Martin  Lopez,  who  not  only  approved 
df  the  defign,  but  undertook  td  earecute  it  with  the 
mmoft  facility  ^  and  was  thcrefoi^  inimediately  f«W 
to  TIaicaia,  with  all  the  Spanifli  tai-pemers,  and  a 
Dumber  of  Indians  to  cut  wood.     He  ac  the  lame 
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time  employed  liiany  btnds'Jn  citmdmg  pifch  from 
trees  tfaac  grew  uikinxHcfnoiirntainaj  and  ient  bditrt 
to  did  volcano  befare-mtaitioncd^-  from  whence  thej^ 
brought  a  hirse  iquahtity  afr  iulpikw;.  which.  w^*aiiido 
into  gUn-powdet;..  .Tbefc.pcctioua  (teps  being  odkeai 
Cortes  fet  out  for  Tlafcala.  .  . ./:  .  w.* 

Ic  has  been r^rrady  obfdYed,  f  that  FfaoeiibQi'de 
Garay,  govenlor  of  Jamaica^  bad  fent  to  ordeb  Corcei 
lioc  to  makeiahy  fetdemenp  on  this  coaft.  Biit  npc« 
ivithftanding  die-dilappoincmenthe  met  with  in  iiairiing 
his  meflenglers  feiced,  he  nowlfcfuiDed  the  eoterpfize^ 
and  fent  three  ftiips ;  but  his  fbidiers  had  no  iooner 
landed,  than  they -ivere  attacked  with  fuch  fury,  b|f 
the  Indians^  that  they  were  lobiiged  to  return  to  their 
veflels  in  great  diforder.  His  (hips  were  aftcrwartia 
feparated  for  fomo  days,  when  iach  of  them  iererally 
formed  the  fame  defign,  dnd:  without  knowing  the 
fentimenis  of  each  other^  arriVed  4lmoft  at  the  fam{t 
inftant  on' the  coaft  of  Vera  CfuI,  in  order  to  ierre 
under  CorttSi:  The  firft  fhip  fthat  made  land  had 
fiatty  Spaoifh  foldiers  on  boards :  and  was  commanded 
by  Captain  Camargo  ^  the  fecond  biought  fifty  ofieo^ 
and  fcven^  horfes,  under  the  command  of  a^brave  and 
experienced  officer,  named  Miguel  Diaz  de  Cruz ; 
and  the  third  brought  above  forty  foldiers,  ten  horfes^ 
and  great  plenty  otarms  and  pcx>virions,  and  vras  com^ 
manded  by  Captain' Ramirez.  *. 
'  Thefe  people  took  the  road  to  Tlafcala^  and  were 
^eceived  with  joy^by  the  genera)  and  his  people :  but 
liotwichftanding  this  acqoMition  *  of  ftrength^  the 
foldiers  brought  by  Narvaea,  were  ftill  importunate 
for  leave  to  return  to  the  ifland  of  Cuba  v  and  re* 
minded  CoiFtes  of  the  promife  he  had  made  before 
ihey  fet  out  on  the  expedidon  to  Tepeacai  He  was 
now  the  more  inclined  to  graM  their  reqocft,  for  fa&a 
liaving;  fCQtwcd  this  reinforcement  of  men^  whom  ke 
imagined*  would  be  more  obedient  to  his  command: 
'  <  Cortes  bavi^ig  direAed  Alverado  to  fee  thefe  tnen 
trinbark^  font  orders  tb  the  bankdmwses  to  gee  ready 
• '•  Y  2  to 
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to  march  on  the  Rrft  notice,  and  in  the  me^n  time  rC' 
ibived  to  equip  a  veflel,  and  fend  other  agents  to 
Spain,  in  order  to  forward  the  negotiations  en  Porto- 
carrero,  and  Montejo,  and  to  defire  them  to  fend  him 
an  account  of  his  intcreft  at  court,  about  which  he  was 
very  anxious. 

Cortes  intrufted  thefc  difpatchcs  to  the  care  of 
Di«go  de  Ordaz,  and  Alonzo  de  Mendoza,  who  a  few 
days  after  embarked  for  Spain,  after  their  having  re- 
ceived private  inftruftions  to  conceal  their  com- 
miflion,  till  they  (hould  find  Cortes's  father  and  the 
two  agents,  T,vith  whom  they  were  to  aft  in  concert. 
To  give  the  greater  weight  to  their  joint  foUicita- 
tions,  they  carried  a  (econd  prcfenc  for  his  Majelly, 
which  confiftcd  of  gold  and  fome  curiofities.  He  at 
the  fame  time  difpatched  Alonzo  Davila,  and  Fran- 
cifco  Alvarez  Chico,  with  letters  to  the  regulars  of  St. 
Jerome,  who  prefided  in  the  royal  audience  of  St. 
Domingo,  and  had  jurifdiftion  over  all  the  iflands, 
and  new  difcoveries  on  the  main  land ;  intreating  their 
fpecdy  afTiftance  in  promoting  his  fuccefs,  and  the 
interpofuion  of  their  authority  in  putting  a  flop  to  the 
proceedings  of  Velafqucz  and  Gar.iy  j  and  thcfe  fa- 
thers foon  fent  him  a  favourable  anfwer. 

After  a  profpcrous  voyage,  Ordaz  and  Mendoza 
arrived  at  Seville,  where  they  found  the  commiHioncrs 
of  trade  had  exprefs  orders  from  the  biOiop  of  Burgos, 
to  iraprifon  any  one  fent  from  New  Spain,  and  to 
fcize  the  gold  and  other  merchandife  brought  from 
thence.  Leaving  the  prefent  therefore  In  the  hands 
of  thole  judges,  they  thought  thcmfelves  happy, in 
cfcaping  with  their  letters  and  difpatchcs,  and  went 
in  fearch  of  Martin  Cortes,  and  the  two  agents,  who 
b  had  been  before  fent  from  Mexico.     Thefc  perfons 

B  they  found  at  Medellin,    and  being  afterward  en- 

■  couraged  by  Adriano  the  cardinal-regent,  to  whom 

I  they  thcwed  Cortes's  letters,  entered  a  profecuiion 

^^        ;^ainft  the  bifhop  of  Burgos  in  his  own  court,  and 
^^    obOHDed  a  vcrdu^  io  ibcir  ^our.     This  renience, 
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being  laid  before  the  emperor,  who  at  this  time  was 
juft  returned  from  Germany,  it  was  approved  by  his 
majefty,  and  Hernando  Cortes  was  declared  a  fiiith- 
ful  fubjcft;  perpetual  filcnce  was  ordered  to  be  Jm- 
pofed  on  Velafquez,  with  refpeft  to  any  pretenGons 
to  the  conqucft  of  New  Spain,  and  he  was  only  al- 
lowed to  fuc  for  the  money  he  had  expended  in  fit- 
ting our  Cortes's  fleet.  Several  marks  of  the  royal 
favour  were  beftowed  on  Martin  Cortes,  on  account 
of  his  fon's  merit :  fome  regulars  were  named  for  the 
converHon  of  the  Indians,  and  a  fleet  was  ordered  to 
be  rpeedily  fitted  out,  with  a  fupply  of  men,  ammu- 
nition and  horfes. 

Cortes  in  the  mean  time  received  another  unex- 
pcfted  fupply  of  thirteen  Spanilh  foldiers,  who  came 
in  order  to  feek  their  fortunes,  in  a  veflel  that  arrived 
at  Vera  Cruz.  He  therefore  refotved  to  begin  his 
march,  and  as  the  troops  of  his  allies  were  already 
afTembled,  he  did  not  choofe  to  wait  till  the  brigan- 
lincs  were  finilhed, 

This  refolution  being  taken,  Cortes  reviewed  the 
Spaniards,  who  amounted  to  540  foldiers,  with  40 
horte,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery,  that  were  brought 
on  (hore  from  the  flaps.  This  review  was  made  with 
great  oftentation,  in  order  to  raife  the  admiration  of 
ihe  Indians,  an  innumerable  concourfe  of  whom  were 
aflcmbled  to  fee  the  fpeftacle.  Xicoiencal,  at  the 
head  of  10,000  Tlafcatans,  complimented  Cortes,  by 
appearing  in  his  gayeft  accoutrements,  and  performed 
the  Indian  exercife  with  equal  pomp  and  agility.  All 
his  captains  being  adorned  with  variegated  feathers, 
and  jewels  hanging  at  their  ears  andlips,  they  carried 
their  two-handed  (words  under  the  left  arm,  with  the 
point  upwards,  and  each  was  attended  by  a  page  who 
bore  his  fhield,  on  which  was  reprefented  in  figures 
his  own  warlike  aichievements. 

Cortes  being  fcnfible  of  the  difficulty  of  governing 

jin  army  compofed  of  many  different  nations,  without 

ilrid  difcipHnc  ;  formed  feveral  articles  of  war  to  be 
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iMfT%tA,  oh  ^inof  idrariu  andiQCber  peokldesc  -which 
ordcft  bfctng  incerpirtrd  .to.  the  oommttuten  of  dm. 
loditn  tr<K^i  they  behared  with  thehitmoft  feguW 
my  and  ctr^uisfppfiion;  -  oj    ;     . 

The  general  haTiog  fettled  thefe  wifij  rr'gtilauonii; 
abd^ory  thing  being Tcady  for  the  marchy  he  caufod 
thd  Spaniards  to  .bei  drawn  :up,  and^  then  made  a 
fp^cohv  in  ivhich  helr^choited.  them  Mfachave  with 
OQOiplaceDcy  to  tbe'pborll^diansK,  'Whb  had  fo  warmly 
idj^ufitd'tfaeir'intefcftf^iaqdi  dcctaroi  his  lintention  xo 
p«inifltofibnders:with  hlb  tbe  .ngoliriif  military  di& 
Gqpiinc^  reminded tt\eth'of  the.  hon6orithey  had  al-i 
ready  acquired  ;  reprcfented  the  barvdbof  glory  thae 
lay  befovBithcniy  andpnotiifled  chat- he  wbuld copdn  'all 
occaficin^  reward  fiCiperior!  merit  tb^the  yhnoft  of  hia 
ibility:;and judgment;:    -^     '        ^::';>i... 

After  this  ^eech,  which  was  anfwetrd-  with  loud 
IHtdamations,  he^  on  the  feaft  of 'JnnocencS)  in  the 
year  1520^  put  himfelf  at'  the  ifead '  of  the  army^ 
which  confifted  of  60,000  men,  and  pnoceeded  with 
ail:  pofiible  precaution  into  the  enemies -country, 
\{txt  tieing  informed  that  the  Mexicans  were  8^ 
fembled  on  the  other  fide  of  a  mountain,  in  the  roa4 
to  Tezeupo,  he  halted-  all  night  in  the  open  ficldK, 
tnaking  large  fires  on  account  of  thcr  weather.  Early 
)n  xhe  morning  they  began  tq  afcend  the  mountain, 
which  was  overgrown,  with  wood;  but -having  pro? 
fseeded  about  a  league^  tbey  found  the  way  blocked 
up  with  trees,  and  fharp  (takes  fixed  in  the  fand,  \t^ 
bitier  towoimd  the  horfes.  However,  thefe  impe-r 
fitments  were  foon  removed  by  a  detachment  of  2000 
Tloibalans,  and  i'lxiall  parties  were  detached  -to  guard 
againft  aiubufcades.  Having  marched  two  leagues 
farther^ .  They  arrived  at  the  fummit  of  the  mountain, 
from  which  they  had  a  view  of  the  great  lake  of 
Mexico,  and  faw  fires  fucccflively  kindled  in  the 
diftant  towns,  as  fignals  of  their  approach.  Conti- 
nuing their  march  they  got  clear  of  the  woods,  an<J 
dcfched  the  enemy's  army  at  a  great  diftance.     It 
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fiUed  *  large  plain*  through  wl)«ch  r^  a  river  ooir^ 
h&oiftom  the .  neighbouring  h'llls,  and  over  icwaa 
laid  a  findl  wooden  bridge^  which  was  left  as  a  d^^- 
coy  to  theSpaniardsy  whom  they  intended  to  at^c^ 
before  they  could  -ibnn  on  the  otbw  fide  ^  b.uC  as 
Cortes  advanoedr  their  courage  failed  thpm,  apd  th^. 
gradually  recired  frons-.thc  pais,  till  part  of  th(^Sp4.t 
niards  had  crpflled  the  bridge,  when. 20  horfe,  and« 
body  of  Tlafcalans  being  detached  to  keep  them  iq 
play,  they  fled  with  great  precipitation,,  and  tQoI% 
ffaelter  among  the  rocks  and  mountains,  wbithet 
Cortes  did  not  think  fie  to  purfue  them.  r      * 

On  his  approach  to  Tczeuco,  he  was  met  by  (orn 
ambaiiadors  from  Cacumazin,  the  cacique  of  that 
place,  requeuing  admifiion  into  the  number  of  hi$ 
allies^ .  with  many  offers  of  fervice.  Though  from 
fome  circumftanccs  thefe  profefiions  were  fulpe^fbfdi 
yet  Cortes  thought  ijc  prudent  to  ailent  to  his  pro* 
pofals.  When  he  arrived  at  the  town,,  he  found  the 
gates  open,  and  the  cacique,  with  migft.  of  the  inha^- 
bitants,.  fled :  for  by  his  ambafladofs  learning  the 
ftrengcb  Cortes  had  with  him,  he  was  afraid  of  exe^ 
curing  a  fcheme  he  bad  concerted  of  deftroying  him 
in  the  night  while  he  (laid  with  him.  Cortes  was 
however  waited  on  by  the  nobles,  and  a  genteel 
youth,  fon  of  the  cacique's  elder  brother,  whom  he 
had  murdered  to  ufurp  his  pofleffions.  Him  Cortes 
invefted  with  the  fovereignty,  to  the  general  jpy  of 
-the  people,  who  returned  and  made  an  alliance  nvicb 
the  Spaniards,  declaring  the  Mexicans  enrmies,    rr 

To  facilitate  his  enterprize  upon-,  Mexico,  and  tp 
employ  his  Indian  alHes,  Cortes  now  relblved  to  ad- 
vance with  part  of  his  forces  to  the  city  of  Iztapalapa, 
fituated  fix  leagues  nearer  Mexico,  on  the  fide  of  the 
caufeway.  He  fet  out  on  this  expedition,  with  300 
Spaniards,  and  10,000  I  lafcalans,  leaving  the  mi- 
litary government  of  Tezeuco  1^  Gonzalo  de  San- 
doval. But  they  no  fooner  came -within  fight  of  Izta- 
palapa,  than  they  were  oppofed  by  a  body  of  8oop 

Y  4  Mexicans, 
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hfexitinsi  who  ibught  with  great  briverjr,  and  thMl 
retired  ibco  the  city,  where,  without  ftaying  to  defismtl 
the  enoancet  or  (hut  up  the  gates,  they  threw  them* 
^Ives  into  the  lake,  and  fuddenly  difappeared, 

Cortes^  finding  that  the  gates  wen?  left  open,  en-^ 
tered  the  city,  the  higher  part  of  which  was  tniktly 
iU>andoned,  and  prej:^(edtotakei2phts-quartf»  there 
for  the  night  i  but  it  no  fooher*4egin  to  grawdark, 
fhan  tl^e  Spaniards  perceived  tfa#  canals  overflow,  and 
«he  waiter  of  the  lake  rufbing  with  grmt  impetuofity 
fiom  a  number  of  fluices,  which  obliged  them  to  quit 
the  place  in  the  greateft  hurry  to  prevent  the  whole 
ahny  being  drowned. 

Cortes  was  extremely  mortified  at  the  fucct!rs  of 
this  ftratagem,  and  (pent  the  night  4&n  a  little  rifing 
ground^  where  the  troops  fuffered  by  the  wetncft  of 
cheir  doeths  and  the  coldncfs  of  the  weather,  and  at 
d^-break  retreated  towards  Tezevico,  making  his 
men  march  as  fkft  as  poflible,  to  keep  them  wardn^ 
But  they  had  not  ^vanced  far,  when  feeing  ^tfacm* 
lelves  purfued  by  a  vail  multitude  of  the  enemy^  they 
were  obliged  to  face  about  \n  order  to  fuft&in  their 
attack,  which  was  very  violent :  the  Mexicans,  how- 
jsver,  being  fopn  repuifed  with  confiderab)e  lofsv  the 
army  refumed  their  march. 

While  Cortes  continued  at  Tezcuco,  many  of  the 
neighbouring  caciques  came  to  enter  into  an  alliance 
with  him  againft  the  emperor  of  Mexico ;  and  among 
others,  deputies  arrived  in  gipeat  hafte  from  the  pro- 
vinces of  Chaico  and  Otumba,  to  folicit  aififtance 
'againft  an  army  of  Mexicans,  that  appeared  upon 
the  fronders,  in  order  to  puniih  them  for  having  en- 
tered into  an  alliance  with  the  Spaniards,  Cortes  re- 
ioMng  to  grant  them  immediate  affiftance,  detached 
Gonzalo  de  Sandoval,  and  f-rancifco  de  Lugo,  with 
200  Spaniards,  15  horfCf  and  a  body  of  Tlafcalans. 
Thele  were  attacked  in  their  march  by  a  body  of 
I^exicans,  who  lay  in  ambufcade ;  but  they  w^k 
'  defeated  with  much  flaughier.     Eight  of  the  moft 

confi- 
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l^onfiderable  perfons  in  theannj'  were  taken  prifoners, 

fter  which  the  Spaniards  paflTcd  the  night  in  the  city 

f  CfaalcOi  where  ihey  were  entertained  with  great 

Fhofpitality  :  and  as  the  Chalquele  had  long  been  at 

Fenmity   with   the  TUfcalans,    the  Spanifh  captains 

'  fcized  this  opportunity  of  propofing  a  peace  between 

the  two  natiens,  which  was  atterward  confirmed  by 

the  fenateof  Tlafcala. 

^     Sandoval  and  Lugo,  having  thus  happily  termi- 
nated this  expedition,    returned  to  Tezeiico,  when 
Corres  ordered  the  eight    Mexican  priibners  to  be 
brought  before  him,  and  received  them  in  the  midft 
of  his  captains  with  a  look  of  great  feverity.     He 
lold  ihetn  that  he  would  grant  them  both  hfe  and 
liberty,  if  they  would  promife  him  to  inform  their 
prince,  that  he  was  coming  to  demand  fatisfaftion 
for  their  p-rfidioufly  attacking  him  in  his  retreat  from 
Mexico,  in  direft  oppofition  to  the  treaty  which  they 
themfclves  had  propofed  and  confirmed  ;    but  prin- 
cipally to  revenge  Motczuma's  death.  He  added,  that 
his  army  being  now  augmented,  he  would  in  a  (hort 
time  feck  the  emperor  in  the  midll  of  his  court,  and 
hy  the  city  of  Mexico  in  a(hes,  unk-fs  he  would  fue 
for  a  peactr,  which  Ihould  be  granted  on  rea(bnab!e 
terms.      He  then  ordered  the  prifoners  to  be  un- 
chained, and  to  have  a  boat  to  carry  them  to  Mexico 
by  water;  at  which  they  threw  thcnifclves  at  his  feet, 
k.«nd  promifcd  not  only  to  make   the  emperor  ac- 
^  -quainf^d  with  what  he  laid  -,  but  to  ufc  their  utmoft 
'  endeavours  to  procure  an  accommodation. 
Pi.   Martin  Lupcz  about  this  time  font  word  to  Cortes 
I  that  the  brigantines  were  finilhed,  and  that  lie  would 
►  'i^ecdily  fct  forward  with  them,  the  republic  of  Tlaf- 
f  cala  having  provided  io,ooo  carriers,  and  2000  to 
f  «lieye  thoir  who  Ihould   be  tired,  befides  thofe  ap- 
^pointed  to  ca»ry  ihr  provifions  and  ammunition  :  but 
hihat  he  :hous;ht  it  advifiblc  to  flay  in  the  laft  town 
I- of    the    Thfralans    ior    a    convoy     of    Spaniards, 
llince  it  would  not  be  late  to  p;irs  through  the  Mexi- 
can 
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raa  territorie&i^ub  ^o  other  iforce^  Jtl^  the  Io4wi 
allies.  .-.  T  :.-:  •  ;,..-;  ^ii:.iiiL'zZ  r::      ;.    "  - 

-  This  news  fi|Jc4.th€i  ^a>Y'J^itltrjpifj^  Cqtmirttr 
mediately  gave  <)r(^>..tq  Skj^dq^lfo  <kKurch  with  aoQ 
Spaniards,  i5,.bQrfc»'ani/ftfliJ8i'pof|>^nies  ofv:Ti«f* 
calaos  toward  the jjerxkori^Stof  j^iV^3^  in  pcdec 
to  condu&  JL^qpsi^;WJf))  j}]i^  ^iMItMialir  to  Tesoico^ 
This  officer  accordingly  fee  out,.iJ^::iialted  at:Z4ei 
peque,  a  fmaU  toyur^di^c  refufedtiff  fubmit,.-af^ 
the  very  place /ph^Fe  jJiq  Sp^niarcl^rfiliiere  murdiered'ifi 
their  way  fr^ffirVerttQrua,  to  9$6|ciQ0^fi>r  which  realon 
he  had  orders  ^j^h^ftife:  mc).K)dqiffirti¥e  jnhabi»uiit3i 
but  they  no  i^w^^,ppi^^\¥cA  iitt(i:i^x»^fotnt^tl\m 
they  fled  to  the  mounjtains  ::,>^hen  :Sft9^ke»vai' €Hite#ittg 
the  town,  found  (Written  with  jghw^oai  upon  ,t;w9ll; 
7/7  this  boufe  tbi'Hi^apgy-Judi^  jufiifm  uf^sjakeniimik 
VMi^  others  of  its  ffimpaniofu ;  aAd^^i^rward  (hey 
found  in  one  of -rthi^jtemples.che  dried-  heads  ot  the 
Spaniards,  .  :      ,  ■        .  -'u  i. 

This  dreadful. fight  filled  the  Spaniards  with  rage^ 
and  Sandoval  refolyed  to  pumlh.  thC:  inhabitants  with 
the  utmoit  rigour.  At  this  inftant  feveral  companies 
that  had  been  detached  in  purfqit  of  the  fugitive!^ 
returned  with  a^  great  number  of  xnen,  women,  and 
children,  after  having  killed  upon  txht:  mountains  aH 
who  refufed  to  furrender.  Thefe  poOr  creatures,  half 
dead  with  fear,  implored  the  mercy  of  the  Spaniards 
by  their  tears  and  outcries,  and  foon  moved  them  to 
compaffion.  Sandoval  privately  :de£u'ed  the  officers 
to  intercede  in.. their  behalf,  thaii.they  might  fet  the 
greater  value  upon  their  pardon,  which  he  at  length 
granted ;  and  received  the  fubmiifion  of  the  cacique 
and  principal  citizens,  who  afterward  ilri£Uy -adhered 
to  the  Spaniards. 

The  remains  of  the  murdered  Spaniards  being  de-r 
cently  interred,  Sandoval  continued  his  march  to  thp 
frontiers  of  Tlafcala,  where  Martin  Lopez  received 
him  with  joy.  He  had  with  him  a  young  officer 
called  Chighemecal,  who  commanded  the  Tlafcalan 

rein- 
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reioforccmenc,  and  had  b»n  With'diffiGulcjf  perfuadi!^ 
CD  wait  for  tb?  SpantOi'  detachment;  he  being  <fi 
ormely  dcfirous  of  diiUngoifriiig  himiUf  .aj^  cte 
Mcxkaiisv^  On  their  •  -  approaching  >  T^zeuco,  ^  ihef 
were  met  tijr  Cortes  and  thrckctque-  of 'that  city^  and 
made  their  entrance  4^to.  iib'iamidftvthevbthttiatibnt 
of  the  wh^fearmy,  after  which  alt*  theifiax^rials  weM 
feparacely  flored  in  ia  lat^-'%orkfaoiiifeoprepat^  fd 
that purpofc  near  the  canals. .  ,.;■.:;•:•.        ;,j'j 

CorcCT,*  being  infonncd'^hat  the  veflbk'^uld*  not 
be  finifiied  m  lefs  than  ao;days,  reichrtd  t6effigagi 
>n  fomexntcrpriite,  and  :thenrfore  leaviAglthtt'goverh- 
ment  of  Tezeuco  to  Saiidcval;  put  hinvfelf  !ac  the  lietfil 
of  a  detachment  of  256  Spanilh  im6lniffi^'>  lo  ^h6rft^ 
and  a  TTumerous  body  of  the:  nobles^c^  Ttzeuc6^'^ 
15,000  Tlafcalans,  under  the  ccmmand^ibf  Chiche^ 
mecal,  and  about  500a  commanded  nbyfmcotenci^  ^ 
with  which  force  he  fcoured  the  cx>untiy  between^ Te*. 
seuco  and  Tacuba,  the  laft  town  on  the  4ake  bccjivcea 
that  placeand  Mexica  . .         .'  ;  '■'^l  :  t: 

Corces  beingfenfrble  of  the  difHcpliy  of' reducing 
Tacuba,  returned  to  Tezeuco,  where4ui  had  the  fa- 
tisfadion  of  learning  that  a  veiTei  was  arrived  at  Vert 
Cruz,  laden  with  a  great  quantity  of  arms,  and  anv- 
munition ;  with  a  perfon  on  board  named  Julian  dt 
Alderete,  who  came  in  the  charafter  of  the  king's 
treafurer,  and  fome  Spanifh  foldiers  of  diftin^ion;  who 
inftantly  marched  to  Tlafcala,  where  they- obtained  a* 
efcort  which  conducted  them  to  Tezeucb;  - ' 

The  caciques  of  Cfaaico^and  Thumanilco  iendiiig 
meflengers  to  Cortes  to  deiire  fai$  afliftahoe,  ^  againft  a 
powerful  army  of  Mexicans^  he  ordered  Sandoval  to 
march  with  a  body  of  forces  to  their  VeUef;  who 
overcame  them  in  three  different  engagen*.eats.  Ho5^- 
ever,  the  emperor  ordered  a  new  army  wmarch,  over 
whom  thc'Ghalqucfes,  after  adefperat^  aAioo,  ob- 
tained a  compleat  victory.  ./  ■'  . ;  ■> 

Cortes  now  a^folvcd  to  penetrate  in  perlbn  as  far  as 
Suchimilco,  a  town  upon  the  lake^  with  a  broad  caufe- 
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way,  which  joined  thofc  that  led  to  Mexico,  and  this 
was  2  feafonablc  relief  to  the  Chalqucfes,  who  had 
difcovcred  a  new  army  of  Mexicans  on  that  fide.  The 
confederate  caciques  were  already  aflembled  in  the 
city  of  Chalco,  when  Cortes  unexpeftedly  arrived, 
and  filled  the  city  with  joy  and  gratitude.  That  ge- 
neral being  then  told  by  the  Indian  fcouts  that  the 
Mexicans  had  taken  pofleUtonof  fome  almoft  inaccef- 
fible  mountains  on  the  road  to  Suchimiico,  marched 
djrcdtly  to  a  town  which  he  found  deferwd  by  its  in- 
habitants,  and  in  which  he  fpent  the  night.  He  was 
much  harafTed  by  the  enemy,  and  had  fevcral  (kir- 
miQics  with  them  by  the  way :  but  when  he  drew 
jicar  the  city,  being  joined  by  fcveral  bodies  of  the 
allies,  he  advanced  toward  the  Mexicans  who  had 
h4tcd  without  the  walls,  and  lell  upon  them  with 
fuch  refolution  as  they  were  entering  the  gates,  that 
he  entered  with  the  fugitives,  and  ordering  fome 
companies  to  force  the  barricadoes  in  the  Qrects  on  the 
right  and  lett ;  he  advanced  to  the  principal  avenues, 
where  the  enemy  had  their  grcatcft  force.  This  he 
with  ibme  difficulty  furmounced,  and  ruthcd  forward 
into  a  multitude  of  the  enemy,  but  inftanily  finding 
himfelf  furrounded,  and  his  retreat  cut  off,  he  fup. 
ported  himfelf  for  fome  time  i  till  his  horfe  falling, 
he  was  in  extreme  danger,  and  nothing  faved  him, 
but  the  great  defire  of  the  Mexicans  to  (cize  him  alive 
for  a  prcfent  to  the  emperor;  but  before  ihey  could 
carry  him  off,  Chriftoval  de  Olea,  a  common  foldier 
of  diftinguifhed  bravery,  feeing  his  diftrefs,  and  call- 
ing to  Ibme  Tlafcalans,  who  were  fighting  near  him, 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  and  forced  his  way  to  the 
place  with  fuch  refolution,  that  he  killed  the  Mexicans 
who  had  feized  Cortes,  and  he  having  thus  recovered 
his  liberty,  with  only  two  flight  wounds,  pufticd  the 
enemy  fo  rigoroufiy,  that  they  fled  to  that  part 
of  the  city  which  was  built  in  the  water,  and  left 
the  Spaniards  mafters  of  all  the  ftreets  upon  the  firm 
l»nd. 

Tha 
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The  troops  without  the  gates  were  in  the  mean 
irhile  warmly  attacked  by  a  body  of  10,000  Mexi- 
canSf  who  fought  fcM-lome  time  with  great  obftinacy, 
but  were  at  length  glad  to  return  with  confiderable 
loi^. 

This  fuccels  made  Cortes  mafter  of  all  the  ftreets 
tnd  buildings  on  the  Erm  land ;  and  having  placed 
fiifficient  guards  by  the  water  fide,  he  ordered  an 
.officer  and  20  or  30  foldiers  to  keep  watch  on  the  top 
«f  the  principal  temple.  Near  the  clofc  of  the  evening 
they  difcovcred  about  2000  armed  canoes  advancing 
with  great  fpeed  from  Mexico,  upon  which  the  guards 
at  the  landing  places  were  immediately  doubled -,  and 
in  the  morning  about  15,000  of  the  enemy  landed  at 
»  confidcrablc  diftance  from  the  city.  Cortes  im- 
mediaieiy  marched  out  and  charged  them  with  fuch 
impctuofity,  that  they  were  routed  at  the  firft  attack, 
and  the  whole  adion  appeared  rather  a  chace  than  a 
TJftor)'. 

Cortes  having  continued  four  days  at  Suchimilco^ 
retired  in  good  order,  with  the  fatlsfadlion  of  having 
accompUIhed  the  end  of  his  expedition,  by  taking  a 
view  of  that  city,  and  weakening  the  force  of  the 
enemy  :  he  was,  however,  inwardly  dlflatisfied  at  his 

t having  loft  nine  or  ten  Spaniards  in  this  expedition. 
For  befidcs  thofe  who  were  killed  in  attempting  to 
fcale  the  mountains,  three  or  four  were  taken  alive, 
while  they  were  pillaging  one  of  the  houfes  at  Suchj- 
nilco  ;  and  two  of  his  fcrvants  fell  into  an  ambulcade, 
1^  imprudently  feparatingfrom  the  army. 
J  Cortes  had  not  been  long  returned  to  Tezeuco, 
when  one  of  his  veteran  foldiers  requefted  a  private 
audience  of  him,  with  many  indications  of  having 
fomeihing  of  great  moment  to  communicate',  which 
being  granted,  he  gave  him,  all  the  particulars  of  a 
confpiracy  that  had  been  formed  in  his  abfence.  The 
~'  lict  contriver  of  this  treacherous  defign  was  a  privitQ 
Idler  named  Antonio  de  Villafana,  who  difliking  thi 
iterprizc  ogainft  Mexico,  blamed  the  ^xttx^  ^■m 
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his  purTiik  of  that  conqucft^  ticc»fing  turn  of  .obftihacy 
tad  rafline^.  Finding  that  hisf  isXww  foldiers  liflstied 
tp  his  infinuattonS)  he  exprefied  %  deifirc  of  rtlinquifh-^ 
iDg  the  encerpiiw,  acu)  rctur^^log  to  Cuba ;  but..as.  it 
lyas  impoffible  to  do  this  without  Cortes*s  confent,.hc, 
after  having: foSciepfily  ibunded  his  confederates,  pro- 
pofed  to  thecn  i  ichenie  for  aflaffinating^theigrocni) 
and  all  hia  princi|>al  officers,  except  FrancifcoVcr* 
dugo,  who  Winarne!dtheii3S)eF^otI>iego  Vc^ 
and  upoa  hicn  th€!y  pr^pofcd  to  itqnfcr  the  chkf  t:6m- 
ii^and,  whichiwould  give  a  kind  of  fanSlioa  to  .the 
mutinyy  and  bt  highly  agreeable  to  the  governor  of 
Cuba :  bUt  as  they  kne^^  V^ugo  to  be.a:.buh  of 
honour, 'they  durfl;  not  acquaint  him  with  their  de- 
fign. 

The  general  having. received  this  intclUgencCtWent 
immediately  with  two  akakk^  and  fome  jof.hb.  cap^ 
tains  to  ViUafaiia's  quarters,  where  he  found  him  with 
three  or  four  of  his  accomplices,  and  having  put  hiai 
in  irons,  and  ordertd  evjei'y  body  to  rctiney  while  he 
examined  him  in  private^  he  took  out  of  the  wretch's 
bofom  a:  paper  figned  by  all  the  confpirators,  in  which 
he  found  fome  name$  tJxat  greatly  increafed.  his  con- 
cern. But  concealing  the.  paper  from  his  friends,  he 
orde!<ed  the  foMiers  whoiwet^  found  with  Yiilafana  ta 
be  put  into  another  prifony  and  then  withdrew,  dt* 
refting  (he  officers  c^  juilice  to  proceed  in  his  trial 
with  all  poffibk  difpatch,  without  taking  notice  of 
any  of  his  accomplices-^:  and:  Yiilafana  being  con* 
demned  to  die,  was  the  next  morning  feen  hanging 
at  the  windovk^  of  his  owo. lodging,  fo  that  his  guilt 
and  punifhment  were  made  public  at  the  fame  time. 
Cprte^.pfeteodoti  diat  Yiilafana  had  fwaUowed  a  paper 
ivhich  he  believed  contained,  the  names  of  the.cotilpi* 
tators;  and  then  afiembHrig  his  captains  andibldiersy 
^irt  thcat)i'fumiiiary  account  of  the  defign  a^atnft 
bia  life,  ;Md  the  hves  of?  many  pirefcnt ;  faid,-  that  ho 
thought  hifmfelf  happy  .  in  not  -knowing ^V.iila&na's 
a^ofnpiices,  and  entreated  his  friends  tp  ir.qpirc  whe« 

7  ^c' 
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thtr  thc.Spahiasx]s:i0diln7  complaint  to'makeagainft 
ha  pjrodeedings  i :  bccaufe  hcrvoMrAoyci  all  things  de-* 
fiiQils jof.  gpvihg ;  entirb  fatis&dioo  to  bis;  foldierS)  and 
wb:iarady:  to  :conre£t:liik*  own  faqlt&  At  the  fanie 
umcT&e  ordei)ed.thiis;feklters,  who  had  been  taken  vfitk 
yiilafanay  to  bd  icrtbtbberty,  and  behaved  to  the  t^tt 
of  the  cohfpiraton  as  ufual,  ib  chat  thinking  him' ig^ 
QDiBrit  of  their  ^n)c^  they  afterwards  ierved  him . wiu« 
eiftraoffdioaij  ctncumfpe&ion,  in  order  to  avenc-sany: 
fiii|)io«on  of  their  fid^lity^ .  .He.  however  ieiaed  ttf^s 
dpportiimty  of  having  twelve  men^  cofnmandk^.  hfittt 
ofEcer,  to  guard  his  perfon. ,        ■  -  ■ .  ,  -^ 

*.  Cortes  was  a  few  days  after  perp(c»ed  with'anbtiler 
aSai^dlaa<gave  bitn  na'fmall  difturbanor.  ^'::Xi(]oteAcal 
having,  conceived-  fbaic'difguftac*  Cortes,  refolvedra 
kivC' the  army )  -and-iiaving  aJBft'mbledi  fbme  conv 
pantos ibf  Tlafcaiarw'who  wece  attfediediiib  hU  inteneft^ 
rAirfadiioithi  night  i^  lOfiWhich'Cixtc^beiiig:  informed 
lent  lifter  ihim  {pAe  nQbi&.ihdian&  of*  Tezbuco^ .  to  pb^^ 
fijadd llfim  to  letufn  -;  liui;-'Xicoic]ical's  4uxfwer  fo  ft^ 
▼dkodlthe  gdnejraly  tfaathe  difpatchedthree  ^cott)0hkk 
ofjSpaniards,  withan:additxomlfarQs:dfindia2Mv^^Vh 
orders  to  take  him  prifoner,  or  to  kill  him  in  cafe  'of 

refiflahceb  Asrhe:dcfiaaied.himiid£xatfaeJaft,..itJi^as 
impradkable.td  take  Urn  aiive.;  znd  Jie^  no  (hooet 
fclU  than  his  ibidiers^:iwho  ibughc  with  relu&ante, 
readily*  fubmitzed rand  T€tDrned(bTezei200)  Icavifig 
theic:|;czieral  hanginlg  <on  a  tree,  .m  :  :  /  /:  t^ 

.Ilie  bngantines  being  now  nepdv;  Corces  on^eKd 
tbem  t6  be  launclvd:  and.ri^^ed^  jandljchen  ^leviewisd 
the  Spaniards,  who  axnQuntJed  to^;9oo- jnen,^  nedt^od 
of  whoni  iifed  fice^anhs  knd  croff^bouts,.  the  neft  Mters 
armed,  with  -  fwQtdsj  bncklers,  .and*  lances:  'h&il&fti 
alfo.  86  horfe^  and  18  ^pieces  of  cahhony->mdi  ii4xi^ 
cyoaoticy:.  of:  ammunition.  >  ^  Uei.vtfaeni  u»dctcijin(cA 
bi>atad>eash9e£[cl;.jzoiSpaDiard5  suidencfar^eDaxMifld 
of  :aiaiptaii)«~.widi:cwelyse::M«M»$  ^Mnd  cm  pl&a9^4lf 
arcilieqiU':  ..I- ji..'--   '  "  .::::-•;  i:^.:: ':y;rt:r 
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Cortes  rcfolving  to  take  poflcflion  at  the  fame  tmif 
of  the  three  principal  cauieways  :  the  expedition  of 
Tacuba  was  intrufted  to  Alverado,  who  had  1 50  Spa-- 
nifli  foot,  30  horfe,  30,000  TIafcalans,  and  two  pieces 
of  cannon.  The  attack  of  the  caufeway  called  Iztapa- 
lapa  was  commiiied  to  Sandoval,  who  commanded 
150  Spaniards,  24  horfe,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
all  the  troops  of  Chalco,  Choliila,  and  Goacocingo, 
amounting  to  above  40,000  men ;  and  the  attempt 
upon  Cuyocan,  another  of  theoij  was  aWgned  to  De 
Olid,  with  1 5o  Spaniards,  two  pieces  of  cannon,  and 
30,000  confederate  Indians. 

Alverado  and  Ohd  marclied  together  as  iar  as  Ta- 
cuba, which  was  abandoned  by  the  inhabitants,  as 
were  all  the  towns  upon  the  lake,  who  weje  gone  to 
defend  Mexico.  The  two  Spanifli  captains  had  no- 
tice thai  the  Mexicans  had  formed  a  confidcrablc  body 
within  half  a  league  of  the  city  to  cover  the  aquedufls 
that  fupplied  it  with  frcfh  water.  Upon  this  intcUi- 
gcncc  ihey  marched  thither,  and  after  a  very  obftinaw 
battle,  drove  the  enemy  from  their  poft,  broke  the 
aqueducts,  and  by  this  means  cffeftually  cut  off  their 
water. 

Olid  then  marched  to  Cuyocan  the  other  caufeway ; 
and  Cortes  having  allowed  Sandoval  time  to  reach 
Iztapalapa,  embarked  with  the  cacique  of  Tezcuco 
and  his  brother,  and  took  upon  himfelf  the  command 
of  the  lake,  after  having  left  a  fufficient  number  of 
troops  to  cover  his  place  of  arms,  and  fecure  a  com- 
municAtion  with  his  quarters.  His  thirteen  brigaii' 
tines  being  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and  adorned  with  flsgs 
and  ftteamers,  he  approached  Mexico  ■,  and  then  foil- 
ing back  obfcrved  a  pretty  large  calUe,  fnuated  upon 
a  irnall  ifland,  which  the  enemy  thought  impregnable. 
Cortes  landed  here  with  150  Spaniards,  and  drove  the 
enemy,  who  made  a  brave  defence,  into  the  caftle, 
wiiew  they  were  lb  crowded,  that  h»ving  no  room  to 
manage  their  arms,    they  were  obliged  to  lui;[ender. 
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The  Spaniards  then  returned  to  their  brigantincs,  in 
order  to  fteer  towards  Iztapalapa  to  afllft  Sandoval^ 
when  they  obferved  a  fleet  of  4000  canoes  aflembhng 
on  the  lake,  Cortes  drew  up  his  veflels  in  the  form 
of  an  half-moon,  and  advanced  toward  the  canoes, 
when  a  breeze  of  wind  fuddenly  fprin^ng  up,  they 
began  to  attack  at  a  diftance  with  the  artillery,  and 
shen  making  ufe  of  their  fails,  ran  in  among  the  canoes 
with  fuch  force  \w  over-fet  all  that  ftood  in  their  way^ 
while  their  fire-arms  and  crols-bows  made  a  terrible 
flaughter.  The  nobles  of  Mexico,  who  had  manned 
the  500  canoes  in  the  front,  made  fome  oppofidon ; 
but  moft  of  thefe  being  deftroyed,  the  reft  were 
thrown  into  fuch  confufion,  that  they  ran  foul  of  each 
other,  fo  tl>at  the  greateft  part  of  them  over-fet :  when 
the  brigantines  purfuing  the  miferable  remains  of  this 
fleet  with  their  cannon  (hot,  forced  them  to  take 
Ihelter  in  the  canals  of  the  city  of  Mexico. 

Cortes  pafled  the  night  near  Tezeuco,  and  in  the 
morning  was  preparing  to  fail  to  Iztapalapa,  when  he 
difcovered  a  great  number  of  canoes  making  toward 
Ciiyocan ;  and  following  them,  found  £>e  Olid  engaged 
on  the  caufeway  with  the  enemy  who  defended  it,  and 
at  the  fame  dme  with  the  canoes  on  each  fide,  againft 
each  of  whom  being  obliged  to  make  a  front,  he  was 
hardly  able  to  keep  the  ground  he  had  gained.  The 
Mexicans  had  drawn  up  the  bridges  on  the  caufeways 
toward  the  city,  and  mounting  on  them  in  ranks, 
charged  from  the  top.  The  Spaniards  were  obliged 
to  clear  thefe  places  of  defence  with  their  crols-bows, 
while  fafcines  were  brought  to  fill  the  ditch ;  but  a 
|nece  of  artillery  being  brought  up,  it  foon  cleared  the 
paflages.  De  Olid  had  juft  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  fmt  ditch  when  the  canoes  arrived;  but  at  the  fight 
of  the  brigantines  all  the  Mexicans  fled  with  precipi- 
tation :  and  the  canoes  on  the  other  fide,  as  foon  as 
three  brigantines  had  got  through  a  wide  paflage,  re- 
tired in  difordec  toward  the  city. 

Vol.  I.  Z  Jhe 
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The  troops  p40ed  the  night  upon  the  caufevvay,  znd. 
in  the  morning  proceeded  on  their  march  with  litde 
or  no  oppofition,  till  they  approached  the  laft  bridge, 
which  they  found  fortified  with  ftrong  works, '  and  the 
trenches  that  were  cut  in  the  ftreets  were  defended  by 
a  v$ft  multitude  of  people*.  The  artillery  from  the 
brigantmes  made  a  dreadful  flaughter  of  them,  while 
JDe  Olid  having  ruined  the  fortification  of  the  caufe- 
way,  and  filled  up  the  ditch,  charged  the  Mexicans 
who  had  defended  them ;  and  Cortes  landing  with  30 
Spaniards,  gave  fuch  life  to  the  attack,  that  the  enemy 
quickly  turned  their  backs,  and  the  chief  flreet  of 
Mexico  was  gained.  ,  The  fugitives,  however^  took 
poffeffion  of  a  temple  near  the  entrance  of  the  city,  and 
from  this  pod  they  defied  the  Spaniards  ;  but  Cortes 
ordering  three  or  four  pieces  of  cannon  to  be  landed, 
they  were  foon  made  fenfible  of  their  danger,  and  all 
that  part  of  the  city  was  forfaken :  the  next  day  Cortes 
retired  along  the  caufeway  to  Cuyocan,  guarded  on 
each  fide  by  his  brigantines,  fo  that  the  enemy  durft 
not  difturb  his  march. 

Cortes  then  proceeded  to  Iztapalapa,  where  he 
found  Sandoval  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity.  He 
had  taken  pofieflion  of  the  buildings  on  the  land,  and 
had  made  great  havock  among  thofe  who  approached 
in  their  canoes ;  he  had  demoliihed  fome  houfes,  and 
overthrown  two  or  three  reinforcements  from  Mexico 
fent  to  attack  him  by  land  :  and  that  day  the  Indians 
having  abandoned  a  large  building,  he  refolvcd  to 
feize  it,  in  order  to  enlarge  his  quarters.  This  fcheme 
he  effefted  by  forming  a  pafTage  with  fafcines ;  but 
he  had  no  fooner  entered  the  houfe  with  fome  of  his 
people,  than  a  great  number  of  cances  which  had  lain 
in  ambufh,  advanced  with  a  multitude  of  Mexicans, 
who  threw  themfelves  into  the  water,  and  dragging 
away  the  fafcines,  cut  off  his  retreat,  by  which  means 
he  was  befieged  on  all  fides.  He  was  in  this  diftrefi 
wlien  Corrcs  arrived,  and  obferving  the  vaft  number 
7  of 
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of  canoes  in  the  water  ftrects,  advanced  wirh  all  pof* 
fible  Ipecd,  and  played  his  artillery  with  fuch  fuccefs, 
that  the  enemy  fled  in  great  confufion.  The  lofs  of 
the  Mexicans  Upon  this  occafion  was  very  great. 

Cortes,  now  rcfolvcd  to  quit  the  poft  he  was  ini  and 
to  difpatch  Sandoval  to  Tapeaquilla,  where  thrre  was 
another  caufcway,  the  pofleflTion  whereof  would  eflFec- 
tually  cut  off  the  enemy's  provifions,  of  which  they 
already  began  to  be  in  want.  Sandoval  advancing, 
and  finding  the  place  forfaken,  lodged  himfelf  in  it 
without  refiftance.  The  general  then  failed  to  Tacuba 
to.vifit  Alverado,  who  had  met  with  various  fuccefs: 
for  though  the  place  was  deferted  at  his  approach,  he 
had,  like  De  Olid,  been  obliged  to  beat  down  works, 
and  to  fill  up  ditches. 

Cortes  now  refolved  to  put  a  ftop  to  all  operations 
by  land,  till  he  had  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  lake  : 
for  this  purpofe  he  prevailed  on  the  allied  towns  to 
fend  a  vaft  number  of  canoes  manned  by  the  moft  ex- 
pert Indians,  who  with  the  brigantines  failing  conti- 
nually about  the  lake,  and  along  the  three  caufeways, 
afforded  them  an  opportunity  ot  taking  many  canoes 
loaded  with  provifions  and  water,  which  reduced  the 
befieged  to  great  diftrefs.  The  Mexicans,  however, 
gave  him  much  trouble  by  their  numbers  and  their 
devices  to  enfnare  him  ;  but  at  length  his  great  guns 
cleared  the  lake  of  them. 

In  confequence  of  his  becoming  mafter  of  the  navi- 
gation on  the  lake,  Cortes  found  that  the  befieged 
began  to  want  provifions ;  he  therefore  exerted  his 
utmoft  diligence  in  cutting  off  all  relief  from  ihe  city : 
and  in  the  mean  time  difmiffed  two  Mexican  noblemen 
with  a  meffage  to  the  emperor  Guatimozin  with  over- 
tures of  peace.  The  emperor  was  advifed  to  agree  to 
the  general's  propofal  •,  but  this  favourable  difpofitioh 
was  dcftroycd  by  the  remonftrances  of  the  priefts : 
infomuch  that  Guatimozin  himfelf  declared,  that  to 
whatever  diftrefs  the  city  ftiould  be  reduced,  he  would 
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put  the  firft  man  to  death,  who  (hould  from  thence 
forward  mention  peace. 

Cortes  was  no  fooner  informed  of  this,  than  he  re* 
folved  to  carry  fire  and  fword  into  the  city  >  and  for 
that  purpofe  fent  orders  to  the  commanders  of  the 
troops  of  Tacuba  and  Tapeaquilla,  while  he  himfelf  ^ 
marched  by  the  caufeway  of  Cuyocan,  at  the  head  of 
the  troops  commanded  by  De  Olid,  All  obftacles 
were  foon  removed,  and  the  troops  advanced  without 
any  confiderable  opposition  to  the  laft  bridge,  where 
the  Indians  had  broke  down  part  of  the  caufeway  to 
inlarse  the  ditch ;  and  on  the  oppodte  bank  they  had 
raifed  a  fortification  covered  with  planks  :  it  was  how- 
ever foon  deftroyed  by  the  artillery,  and  the  enemy 
retired  into  the  city.  Thus  the  fhore  being  left  free, 
Cortes  ordered  his  men  to  land  immediately,  and  to 
take  on  fhore  the  horfe  and  three  pieces  of  cannon  ; 
but  before  he  advanced  into  the  flreet^  he  gave  or- 
ders to  Julian  de  Alderete  to  flay  behind,  and  fill  up 
the  ditch,  while  the  brigantincs  were  to  approach  the 
fcene  of  aftion  by  the  great  canals,  and  to  fire  upon 
the  enemy.  But  Alderete  no  fooner  heard  them  en- 
gaged, than  thinking  his  employment  difhonourable, 
ne  rufhed  forward  to  have  a  fhare  in  the  battle,  leav- 
ing the  care  of  filling  up  the  ditch  to  another  ofHcer, 
who  alfo  abandoned  it  for  the  fame  reafon.  The 
Mexicans  flood  the  firfl  charge,  and  behaved  with 
great  bravery,  doing  the  Spaniards  confiderable  da- 
mage from  the  windows  and  tops  of  the  houfes.  But 
fuddenly,  in  the  heat  of  the  engagement,  they  quit- 
ted the  ground ;  for  Guatimozin  being  informed  that 
the  great  ditch  was  abandoned,  refolved  to  fall  upon 
the  Spaniards  in  their  retreat. 

Cortes  fufpefted  their  intent;  and  having  barely 
time  to  return  to  his  quarters  before  night,  began  his 
retreat,  after  having  fet  fire  to  feveral  houfes  from 
which  he  had  fuflained  fome  damage.  The  Spaniards 
had  fcarcely  begun  to  march  back,  before  they  were 

attacked 
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attacked  on  all  fides  by  an  incredible  number  of 

chofen  warriors,  who  fought  with  fuch  intrepidity, 

that  they  difregarded  both  the  fire-arms  and  cro&- 

bows.     Cortes  being  informed  that  the  retreat  was 

hindered  by  the  ditch,  endeavoured  to  form  his  bat- 

,  talions ;    but  could  not,    becaufe  the    confederates 

being  in  the  front,  were  the  firft  who  arrived  at  the 

ditch,  and  had  thrown  themfelves  into  it  with  fuch 

confufion,  that  they  were  deftroycd  by  the  Mexicans, 

who  either  wounded  or  drowned  them.     The  general 

was  now  left  with  his  people  to  maintain  the  Bght ; 

when  his  horfe  being  killed  under  him.  Captain  Fran- 

cifco  de  Guzman  alighted  to  give  him  his,  and  was 

taken  prifoner,  without  a  podibility  of  being  refcucd. 

At  length,  however,  Cortes  got  to  the  brigantines, 

and  returned  to  his  quarters,  wounded,  and  extremely 

mortified  at  his  defeat;  above  40  Spaniards  being  taken 

prifoners.     Upwards  of  1000  Tlafcalans  were  killed ; 

one  piece  of  cannon  was  loft,  and  of  the  Spaniards 

fcarce  one  efcaped  unwounded. 

The  next  day  Guatimozin  caufed  a  report  to  be 
fpread,  that  Cortes  was  killed.  However,  his  allies 
foon  recovered  their  fright,  frclh  fuccours  came  in, 
and  feveral  nations  that  had  hitherto  continued  neuter, 
being  fenfible  of  the  diftrcfs  of  Mexico,  declared  for 
the  Spaniards.  So  that  in  a  few  days  Cortes  found 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  above  200,000  men.  The  city 
was  now  in  the  greatefl  diftrefs  for  want  of  bread  and 
water,  which  induced  the  general  to  proceed  to  a6lion, 
and  as  he  had  fuffered  fo  much  in  retreating,  it  was 
agreed  that  the  commander  of  each  body  of  Spaniards 
ihould  endeavour  to  flay  in  that  part  of  the  city  into 
which  he  (hould  penetrate. 

This  plan  being  approved,  Alverado  and  Sandoval 
began  their  march  by  day-break  from  Tacuba  to 
Tapeaquilla  :  Cortes  advanced  from  Cuyocan  with  a 
body  of  troops  commanded  by  Olid  -,  while  the  bri- 
gantines and  canoes  were  diflributed  fo  as  to  fupport 
the  three  attacks.     All  the  difHcukies  were  furmount- 
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cd  as  ufual ;  and  the  three  captains  entering  th^  city 
much  about  the  fame  time,  fortified  thenifelves  with 
the  ruins  of  the  houfes. 

This  new  method  of  proceeding  filled  the  Mexicans 
with  co;iftcrnation,  and  entirely  broke  all  their  mea- 
fures.  A  council  was  immediately  fummoned  st 
Giiatimozin's  palace ;  where  it  was  refolved  to  dif- 
lodge  th^  Spaniards,  and  their  army  being  divided 
into  three  bodies,  advanced  to  the  attack  at  break  of 
day.  But  preparations  having  been  made  for  their 
reception,  they  no  fooner  approached,  than  the  ar- 
tillery began  to  play  upon  the  avenues,  and  made 
fuch  a  terrible  flaughter  of  the  van-guard,  that  they 
durft  not  proceed  •,  when  the  Spaniards  rufhing  upon 
them,  they  were  foon  routed  and  difpcrfed,  by  which 
means  they  obtained  better  quarters  for  the  enfuing 
night.  The  Spaniards  that  continued  were  obliged, 
as  they  advanced,  to  deflxoy  houfes,  level  works,  and 
fill  up  the  trenches  cut  acrofe  every  ftreet ;  and  not- 
withftanding  thefe  obftruftions,  all  the  three  leaders 
in  lefs  than  four  days  came  in  fight  of  the  principal 
fquare  in  the  city  where  they  hadagreed  to  meet. 

The  enemy  perceiving  the  whole  force  of  the  Spa- 
niards to  be  now  united,  ran  with  the  utmoft  preci- 
pitation to  defend  the  perfon  of  their  prince ;  by 
whi.h  means  Cortes  had  an  opportunity  of  lodging 
his  troops  to  the  beft  advantage.  The  next  morning 
all  the  ftr^rcts  in  pofTeflion  of  the,  enemy  were  filled 
with  armed  mt-n,  in  order  to  cover  thofe  who  were 
raifing  a  kind  of  fortification  :  but  as  they  did  not 
proceed  to  hoftilities,  Cortes  fufpendcd  the  attack  he 
had  meditated,  and  refolved  to  try  once  more  whe- 
ther they  were  difpofed  to  an  accommodation,  now 
they  faw  him  fo  advantageoufly  pofted.  He  there- 
fore fent  a  meflage  to  Guatimozin,  who  had  retired 
with  his  minifters  and  the  nobility  to  a  fpacious  angle 
of  the  city,  the  grcateft  part  of  which  was  defended 
by  the  lake. 
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A  fufpenfion  of  arms  being  agreed  upon,  Guati* 
mozin  held  feveral  councils,  to  deliberate  on  the 
overtures  of  peace ;  and  the  majority  were  for  agree- 
ing to  the  treaty ;  while  others  were  for  continuing 
the  war,  who  being  joined  by  the  priefts,  it  was  rc- 
folved  to  profecute  it.  In  the  mean  time  the  emperor 
gave  orders  that  all  the  piraguas  and  canoes  (hould 
retire  to  a  bay,  in  order  to  fecure  his  retreat  in  cafe 
he  (hould  be  driven  to  extremities.  Cortes  imme- 
diately fulpefted  their  defign,  and  therefore  appoint- 
ed Sandoval  commander  in  chief  of  all  the  brigan- 
tines,  with  orders  to  furround  the  bay  at  a  diftancc, 
and  to  keep  a  ftrift  watch  upon  the  enemy's  mo- 
tions. 

Cortes  having  taken  thcfe  fteps,  advanced  with 
his  troops  ;  which  the  Mexicans  perceiving,  prepared 
for  an  engagement.  But  they  no  foonei;  obferved  the 
terrible  havock  made  by  the  firft  difcharge  of  the 
cannon  on  their  wooden  fortifications,  than  they  fent 
notice  of  it  to,  Guatimozin,  and  in  a  little  time  de« 
manded  a  parley :  upon  which,  four  Mexicans,  who 
feemed  penons  of  diftindion,  appeared  on  the  farther 
fide  of  a  ditch,  and  informed  Cortes  that  they  were 
appointed  to  receive  his  propofals ;  but  the  general 
dcfired  that  the  emperor  himfclf  would  come  to  treat 
in  perfon,  and  in  the  mean  time  a  (lop  fhould  be  put 
to  all  a£ts  of  hoitility.  With  this  anfwcr  the  ambaf- 
fadors  retired,  and  word  was  brought  that  the  em- 
peror would  come  the  next  day  to  conclude  a  treaty, 
but' he  put  off*  his  coming  for  feveral  days. 

However,  the  day  being  come,  which  was  the 
utmoft  period  allowed  by  Cortes,  Sandoval  dif^ 
covered,  before  the  fun  arofe,  great  multitudes  em-' 
barking  on  board  the  canoes  in  the  bay ;  and  thefe 
attacked  the  brigantines  with  great  fury,  without  being 
terrified  at  the  havock  made  among  them  by  the 
artillery. 

In  the  hotted  part  of  the  engagement  Sandoval 
obferved  fix  or  (even  piraguas  rowing  with  the  utmoft 
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ipccd  from  the  fartheft  part  of  the  bay,  upon  which 
he  ordered  a  brigantine  to  give  them  chafe.  The 
captain  foon  came  up  with  the  foremoft  piragua, 
which  feemed  to  command  the  reft,  when  the  Mexi- 
cans inftantly  ceafed  rowing,  and  defined  him  not  to 
fire,  bccaufe  the  emperor  was  on  board.  The  captain 
with  odier  Spaniards  immediately  leaped  into  the 
piragua,  to  fecure  their  prize.  Upon  which  Guati- 
mozin  faid,  "  I  am  your  prifoner,  and  ready  to  go 
*'  whither  you  think  fit  to  conduft  me.  All  the  ta- 
*'  vour  I  have  to  allc  is,  that  fome  regard  may  be 
**  paid  to  the  honour  of  the  emprefs  my  confort,  and 
♦*  her  female  attendants."  Guatimozin  then  pafling 
into  the  brigantine,  gave  his  hand  to  that  princefs  to 
help  her  up  the  fide.  The  captain  had  no  fooner 
made  Guatimozin  prifoner,  than  he  difpatched  a  canoe 
to  Cortes  with  an  account  of  his  fuccefs  ;  and  all  mi- 
litary operations  ccafcd  foon  after.  This  great  event 
happened  on  the  13th  of  Auguft,  1521,  and  from 
thence  has  been  dated  the  dominion  of  the  Spaniards 
over  the  Mexican  empire. 

Cortes  thinking  it  was  ftill  neceflary  to  reduce  that 

{jart  of  the  city  which  was  in  the  enemy's  pofl^flion, 
eft  the  care  of  his  prifgners  to  Sandoval,  and  went 
out  to  give  orders  for  another  attack.  But  Guati^ 
mozin  fufpedting  the  caufe  of  his  abrupt  departure, 
defired  to  fpeak  with  him  •,  and  upon  his  returning 
back,  conjured  him  to  fpare  his  unhappy  fubjefts, 
who  would  furrender  peaceably  as  foon  as  they  were 
informed  of  his  captivity.  He  therefore  intreated 
Cortes  to  allow  one  of  his  minifters  to  accompany 
him,  and  command  the  Mexicans,  in  their  prince's 
name,  to  obey  the  Spanifti  general,  which  order  they 
BO  fooner  heard,  than  they  threw  down  their  arms  and 
fubmitted. 

Cortcs's  troops  no  fooner  took  pofleflion  of  the 
places  evacuated  by  the  Mexicans,  than  they  found 
ihcmlelves  furrounded  with  objefls  of  horror ;  a  vaft 
Dumber  of  miferable  wretches,  of  the  fick  and  wounci-^ 
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€d,  were  lying  calling  upon  death  to  releafe  them 
from  their  tortures.  Whole  houics,  and  courts, 
were  filled  with  the  bodies  of  perfons  of  diftindlion 
who  had  been  flain  in  battle,  and  were  kept  till  their 
funerals  could  be  performed ;  and  from  thefe  places 
proceeded  a  (lench  that  threatened  the  air  with  in- 
fe6tion,  and  obliged  Cortes  to  take  immediate  care 
to  prevent  a  peftilence  by  giving  orders  for  interring 
the  bodies.  While  this  neceffary  office  was  perform- 
ed, he  retired  with  his  prifoners  to  Cuyocan,  after 
his  having  affigned  quarters  to  Alverado  and  Sando- 
val, who  fuperintended  the  cleanfing  of  Mexico ;  and 
this  difagreeable  duty  being  in  a  ftw  days  performed, 
he  returned  again  to  the  city. 

The  refpcft  with  which  the  emperor  Guatimozin 
was  treated  did  not  laft  long,  for  the  foldiers  remem- 
bering the  vaft  quantities  of  goki  they  had  formerly 
feen  in  Motezuma's  pofleffion,  demanded  an  account 
of  what  was  become  of  it  When  Cortes  protefting 
his  ignorance,  they  fuggefled  that  he  had  fecretly 
fccurcd  it  for  his  own  ufe.  Hence  they  grew  furious 
and  infolent  j  in  which  difpofition  they  were  encou- 
raged by  Julian  de  Alderete,  the  king's  treafurer,  who 
had  great  authority  ;  and  being  nephew  to  the  bifhop 
of  Burgos,  was  inclined  to  do  Cortes  all  the  mif- 
chief  in  his  power.  Alderete  being  unable  to  ob- 
tain any  account  of  thefe  treafures,  demanded  that 
the  emperor  and  his  firft  minifter  (hould  be  put  into 
his  hands,  in  order  to  be  examined  about  them, 
which  Cortes  in  his  prefent  circumftances  did  not  care 
to  refufe. 

This  inhuman  monfter,  according  to  fome  authors, 
caufed  them  to  be  immediately  put  upon  the  rack ; 
but  as  others  with  greater  truth  affirm,  had  them 
extended  upon  burning  coals.  When  they  were  both, 
in  this  fituation,  the  minifter  cafting  his  eyes  upon 
the  emperor  cried  out  violendy ;  upon  which  Guati^ 
mozin  with  great  compofure  faid,  ^^  Do  you  think 
^  I  Me  here   upon    rofes?"     At  which  the  poor 

man 
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man  was  fo  ftruck,  that  he  expired  without  uttering 
any  further  complaint :  but  Cortes,  hearing  his  firft 
cries,  burfl:  into  the  apartment,  and  releafed  the  em- 
peror before  it  was  too  late ;  upon  which  occafioti 
the  foldiers  themfelres  approved  his  condu£t,  and 
blamed  the  trcafurer's  barbarity.  No  difcovcry  was 
however  made  by  thii  inftance  of  cruelty.  They 
then  fearched  all  the  parts  of  the  lake  to  no  purpofe ; 
ranfacked  the  temples,  in  which  they  found  but  little 
gold ;  and  tore  to  pieces  the  tombs,  in  which  a  fmali 
quantity  was  found,  which  Cortes,  in  order  to  pacify 
^hem,  divided  amongft  them. 

Thofe  provinces  of  the  Mexican  empire  that  were 
neareft  the  capital  immediately  fubmitted ;  and  Cor- 
tes having  received  intelligence  of  the  kingdom  of 
Mechoacan,  which  lay  to  the  weftward  of  Mexico, 
he  fent  Montano  with  three  other  Spaniards  as  am- 
bafladors  to  the  king,  who  at  firfl:  gave  them  an  in- 
different reception :  but  afterward  treated  them  with 
great  magnificence,  and  even  went  in  perfon  .to  fee 
Cortes;  who  foon  after  difpatched  Chriftopher  dc 
Olid  with  an  army  to  take  poffeflion  of  that  country  \ 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  forced  the  king  to 
fiy  for  Ihelter  into  the  mountains. 

Cortes  upon  this  great  flow  of  fuccefs,  loft  that 
humahity  and  virtue  by  which  he  had  before  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf ;  difcoveqng  the  utmoft  haughtinefs 
and  cruelty.  He  erefted  forts,  and  fent  Sandoval  to 
fubdue  the  countries  near  Tabafco  and  Tecountepee 
on  the  North  fea,  while  he  fent  De  Alverado  with  a 
body  of  Spaniards  and  confederate  Indians,  to  take 
poflefllon  of  the  countries  bordering  on  the  vale  of 
Guaxaca,  to  the  eaftward  of  Mexico. 

While  Cortes  was  thus  employed  in  reJucing  an 
amazing  extent  of  country  to  the  obedience  of  Charles 
V.  emperor  and  king  of  Spain,  Chriftoval  de  Tapia 
arrived  at  Vera  Cruz,  with  a  commiflion  from  that 
prince  to  command  all  the  new  conquefts  :  but  he 
was  fo  threatened  and  terrified  by  the  garrifon  of  Vera 
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CruZy  that  he  was  glad  to  make  his  efcape,  and  leave 
the  gener^  in  poflefiiQn  of  Mexico. 

Cortes  now  marched  in  peribn  into  the  province  of 
Panuco,  which  he  not  only  reduced  to  fubjedion^ 
but  had  the  inhumanity^  in  violation  of  the  laws  cjf 
nature  and  nations^  to  divide  the  country  and  all  the 
Indian  inhabitants  amongft  the  officers  and  foldiers^ 
who  treated  them  as  flaves  ^  and  this  was  his  practice 
in  every  province,  whether  the  people  voluntarily  fub- 
mittcd  to  him,  or  were  compelled  to  it  by  force  :  but 
he  fent  fuch  rich  prefencs  to  the  emperor,  that  not- 
withftanding  his  crueky,  he  was  declared  captaiiir 
general  and  governor  ot  New  Spain  \  and  the  gover- 
nors of  Hifpaniola  and  Cuba  were  commanded  to 
fend  him  fupplies,  and  to  give  him  all  pofTible  aflUf- 
tance. 

Cortes  now  finding  himfelf  eftablifhed  in  his  com- 
mand, fct  about  rebuilding  the  city  of  Mexico ;  afllgn- 
ed  places  for  erefting  churches  and  public  edifices ; 
laid  out  market  places  ;  divided  the  beft  part  of  the 
ground  among  the  Spaniards,  and  the  reft  among 
the  natives. 

All  his  conquefts  could  not  however  procure  him 
a  peaceable  eftablifhment.  He  was  in  danger  from 
the  intrigues  of  the  Indians,  who,  from  a  love  of  li- 
berty, were  defirous  of  recovering  their  country,  and 
driving  out  or  extirpating  the  Spaniards :  and  there* 
fore  in  1527,  he  hanged  the  emperor  Guatimozin, 
and  two  other  Indian  princes,  whom  he  had  detefted 
in  a  confpiracy  asainft  him.  Somethnes  he  was  ex- 
ix>fed  to  danger,  by  his  own  countrymen  :  Chriftoval 
de  Olid,  who  had  behaved  fo  gallantly  in  the  war 
againft  the  Mexicans,  revolted  from  him ;  but  was 
loon  taken  off  bv  a  violent  death.  Several  conlpira- 
cies  were  forn-ed  to  murder  him  :  he  had  alfo  many 
enemies  in  Spam,  who  took  fuch  pains  to  prejudice 
the  emperor  Charles  V.  againft  him,  that  he  found  it 
neceflary  to  return  thither,  in  order  to  juftify  his  con- 
dud. 
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du£t.  Accordingly  in  1528,  he  qndeitook  that  voy- 
age, and  was  received  by  Charles  V.  with  great  rc- 
Ipeffc ;  that  prince  gave  him  the  whole  vale  of  A  trifco^ 
with  the  towns  and  villages  upon  it  -,  conferred  on 
him  the  title  of  Marquis  of  the  vale  of  Guaxaca, 
and  to  compleat  his  favours,  procured  him  a  very  ho- 
nourable marriage. 

The  next  year  he  returned  to  Mexico  with  his 
lady  ;  but  afterward  being  involved  in  fome  dilputes 
with  the  viceroy  of  Mexico,  he,  in  the  year  1 542, 
made  a  fecond  voyage  to  Spain  ;  where  he  died*  in  a 
village  near  Seville,  called  Caftilleja  de  la  Cuefta,  on 
the  2d  of  December,  1554,  in  the  63d  year  of  his 
age  •,  after  which  his  corpfe,  by  his  own  direction, 
was  carried  to  New  Spain. 
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AS  we  are  now  entering  upon  another  curious,  but 
aflfeding  narrative,  the  conqueft  of  Peru ;  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  refume  the  account  of  the  difco- 
vcriftS  and  tranfaAions  of  the  Spaniards,  with  which 
we  introduced  the  conqueft  of  Mexico, 

Vaiquez  Nunez  de  Balboa,  having  eftablifhediiim- 
felf  in  the  government  of  Santa  Maria,  as  has  been 
already  related ;  immediately  contrived  to  make  the 
beft  ufe  of  the  great  power  he  had  obtained,  in  order 
to  extend  the  difcoveries,  and  acquire  more  goM : 
this  he  forcfaw  would  prove  the  only  effeftual  means 
of  fecurins  a  continuance  in  that  elevation,  to  which 
he  had  in  lo  extraordinary  a  manner  rifen. 

His  firft  care  was  to  fecure  the  needful  fupplies  for 
the  colony ;  and  for  this  purpofe  he  fent  nis  friend 
Valdivia  to  Hifpaniola,  to  prevail  on  the  governor 
and  council  to  fumiih  him  and  his  people  with  all 
they  wanted :  and  fent  his  coUegue  Zamudio  diredtly 
to  Spain  to  inform  the  court  of  their  fituation,  anc| 
of  the  great  probability  there  was  of  their  being  abk  to 
make  confiderable  difcoveries  and  conquefts.  He  ^vc 
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Valdivia  a  confiderable  quantity  of  gold,  which  he 
deJired  him  to  prefent  to  the  king*s  treafurer-genend 
at  St.  Domingo,  who  had  a  great  intereft  with  the 
Spanifti  miniftry. 

At  this  time  many  Indians,  under  pretence  of  traf- 
ficking with  the  Spaniards,  rcforted  to  Darien  to  ob- 
fcrve  whether  they  were  going  away,  or  what  were 
their  dcfigns ;  and  to  induce  them  to  be  gone,  per- 
fuaded  them  that  there  was  much  gold  and  plenty  of 
provifions  in  the  province  of  Coyba,  which  was  at  30 
leagues  diftance.  Upon  this  Nunez  de  Balboa  fent 
Francis  Pizarro  with  fix  men  to  difcover  the  country  i 
who  having  travelled  three  leagues  up  the  river,  were 
attacked  by  400  Indians :  but  after  a  fhorc  engage- 
ment, in  which  about  100  of  the  Indians  were  kil- 
led, the  reft  were  put  to  flight,  and  the  Spaniards 
returned  to  Darien. 

Nunez  now  fent  two  brigantines  for  the  Spaniards 
who  had  been  left  at  Nombre  de  Dios.  Thefc  veilels  * 
failing  along  the  coaft,  reached  a  port  belonging  to 
the  cacique  of  Coyba,  where  two  Spaniards  entirely 
naked  and  painted  red  came  to  them.  Thefc  and 
another  perion  had  a  year  and  a  half  before  made 
their  efcape  from  Nicueflfa's  fhip,  to  avoid  the  punifti- 
ment  due  for  feme  crime  they  had  committed ;  and 
putjcing  themfelves  into  the  hands  of  the  cacique 
Careta,  were  kindly  treated :  but  not  agreeing  among 
themfelves,  one  of  them,  whofe  name  was  Juan 
Alonzo,  dangeroufly  wounded  the  other ;  whereupon 
the  caciqu€  admiring  him  for  his  bravery,  made  hini 
commander  of  his  forces,  in  a  war  in  which  he  was 
then  engaged,  and  would  do  nothing  without  Kib 
advice. 

Theie  two  men  were  highly  acceptable  to  thofe  in 
the  brigantines :  they  obferved  that  the  country 
iabounded  in  gold  •,  and  that  if  Nunez  would  invade 
it,  they  (hould  all  obtain  great  riches.  Upon  this 
advice  it  was  agreed,  that  one  of  them  fliould  go  to 
Santa  Maria,  to  inform  Nxjlwcx  of  the  ftate  of  the 
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country,  and  that  the  other  fliould  ftay  to  be  fer^ 
Ticeable  as  occafion  fhould  offer. 

When  the  brigantines  returned  to  Santa  Maria, 
Nunez  was  much  pleafed  with  the  intelligence  they 
brought  of  this  rich  country,  at  his  having  Spanifh 
interpreters,  who  underftood  the  language  of  the  na- 
tives ;  and  having  fent  back  the  brigantines,  to  bring 
away  the  reft  of  the  Spaniards  from  Nombre  de  Dios, 
(as  they  had  been  unable  to  take  them  all  before)  he 
choie  130  of  the  braveft  of  his  men,  who  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  brigantines,  fet  out  with  a  fufficient  fup- 
ply  of  arms  and  provifions  in  fearch  of  the  cacique 
Careta,  who  lived  at  30  leagues  diftance. 

This  cacique  not  fupplying  them,  Nunez  took  him 
and  his  family  prifoners,  and  pillaged  his  town.  But  the 
cacique,  to  regain  his  liberty,  promifed  all  he  required^ 
and  offered  Nunez  his  daughter  for  a  wife ;  who  ac-. 
cepted  her,  kept  her  as  a  miftrels,  and  grew  very  fond 
of  her. 

Careta  foon  after  informed  his  guefts,  that  he  had 
a  neighbour,  whole  name,  as  well  as  that  of  his  coun- 
try, was  Comagrc  :  that  he  lived  in  greater  Iplendor 
than  any  other  cacique,  and  was  very  defirous  of  be- 
ing* acquainted  with  the  Spaniards.  As  the  domi- 
nions of  this  prince  were  large  and  fruitful,  Careta 
dcfu*ed  Nunez  to  pay  him  a  vifit,  and  offered  to  ac- 
company him. 

On  their  arrival  at  the  palace  of  Comagre,  they 
found  that  it  was  a  large  wooden  building,  150  yards 
in  length,  and  80  in  breadth,  furrounded  with  a  good 
ftone  wall.  The  reception  they  met  with  was  equal- 
ly kind  and  hofpitable ;  Comagre  and  his  fons  dif* 
covering,  in  their  convcrfation,  a  knowledge  and  po- 
litenefs,  much  fuperior  to  any  of  the  Indians  they 
had  hitherto  met  with. 

Comagre's  eldeft  fon,  being  particularly  defirouf 
of  obliging  his  guefts,  caufed  feveral  pieces  of  gold» 
that  were  valuable  both  for  their  workmanfhip  and 
finenefs,  to  be  brought ;  and  this  gold,  which  ^ev^- 
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cd  about  4000  pieces  of  eight,  with  70  flave^,  fto 
gave  to  Nunez  and  Colmenares,  who  immediately  be* 
gan  to  weigh  it,  in  order  to  fct  apart  the  fifth  or  the 
gold  for  the  king,  and  to  divide  the  reft  among 
themfelves :  but  fome  of  the  men  quarrelling  about 
the  beft  and  largeft  pieces,  the  young  prince  ran  to 
the  fcales,  and  ftriking  diem  with  ms  double  fift, 
threw  all  the  gold  upon  the  ground ;  faying,  that 
they  need  not  fall  out  about  fuch  a  trifle :  but  if  they 
were  fo  fond  of  it  as  to  difturb  peaceable  nations^ 
and  leave  their  native  country  to  ootain  it,  he  would 
fliew  them  a  province  where  they  might  have  as  much 
as  their  hearts  could  wi(h ;  but  that  there  muft  be  a 
greater  number  of  them,  as  they  were  to  dppofe  a 
monarch  who  defended  his  dominions  with  gfeac 
bravery.  This  was  the  firft  intimation  given  them  of 
the  extenfive  country  of  Peru ;  whither  he  offered  to 
accompany  them. 

After  a  fhort  ftay  in  the  dominions  of  Cocnagre, 
Nunez  de  Balboa  returned  to  his  government  of  Santa 
Maria,  in  order  to  confider  at  his  leiliire  of  the  pro- 
pcreft  means  of  making  thefe  important  difcovcrics. 

Valdivia  had  by  this  time  returned  from  Hifpaniola, 
with  the  ftrongeft  aflurances,  that  Diego  Columbus 
would  give  him  fufficient  fupport«  This  induced 
Nunez  to  fend  him  over  a  fecond  time  •,  but  the  vefld, 
in  attempting  to  fail  back  to  Hifpaniola,  was  unfor- 
tunately ihipwrecked  in  her  paffage  on  the  coaft  of 
Yucatan,  and  the  men  were  quickly  furrounded  and 
made  prifoners  by  the  natives,  who  cruelly  facrificed 
them  to  their  idols:  two  only  efcaping,  one  of  whom 
was  that  Aguilar,  who  was  of  fach  great  ufe  to  Conies. 

Nunez  Balboa  was  greatly  afflifled  at  the  news  of 
this  event  j  and  to  prevent  the  ill  confequence  that 
might  arife  from  it,  had  fome  thpughts  of  going  to 
Spain  :  but  this  the  colony  would  not  fuffer,  and  he 
had  foon  fuflicient  reafon  to  believe  xhat  they  judged 
right ;  for  by  the  difpatches  he  received  from  Zamu^ 
dio  he  was  informed^  that  Encifo  had  fo  incenfed 
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the  court  againft  him,  that  there  was  no  perfujuling 
the  miniilers,  that  he  was  not  a  villain,  who  had  iii 
the  higheft  degree  trampled  upon  the  royal  autho- 
rity. 

Nunez  de  Balboa,  having  confidcred  the  contents 
6f  thefe  letters,  plainly  faw,  th4t  nothing  could  re- 
ftore  his  character  in  Spain,  but  making  immediate 
ufe  of  the  informations  he  had  received,  by  perfeA* 
ing  his  difcoveried  of  larger  and  richer  countries  than 
hidierto  the  Spaniards  had  been  acquainted  with. 
This  he  judged  would  cover  all  his  paft  faults,  and 
atone  for  every  irregularity  he  had  committed  ^  and 
therefore,  without  communicating  to  the  colony  any 
of  the  particulars  contained  in  his  difpatches,  he  per* 
fuaded  them  to  engage  in  fuch  an  expedition,  as  the 
mod  likely  means  of  rendering  them  all  rich  and 
happy :  upon  which  they  gladly  embraced  this  pro* 
pofal. 

On  this  plan  they  failed  from  Santa  Maria  about 
the  middle  of  S<!ptember,  151a,  as  far  as  the  terri* 
tories  of  the  cacique  Careta,  wno  received  Nunez  in 
a  very  friendly  manner.  He  there  left  one  of  his 
brigantines  and  a  canoe,  and  advanced  toward  the 
mountains  belonging  to  Ponca,  auended  by  a  body 
of  Carcta's  fubjedis.  The  cacique  Ponca  being  fodn 
informed  of  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  hid  him- 
felf ;  when  Nunez  (ent  fome  of  the  Indians  belong- 
ing to  Careta  to  aflure  him  that  he  had  nothing  to 
fear,  and  that  he  only  defired  his  friendfliip :  upon 
which  Ponca  came  to  meet  him  with  a  prefent  of 
gold,  to  the  value  of  no  pefos,  which  was  all  he 
had.  Nunez  being  fenfible  of  the  neceffity  of  leav- 
ing no  enemy  behind  him,  received  the  cacique  with 
much  joy  ;  and  gave  him  abundance  of  beads,  hawk*s- 
bells,  looking-glaflfes ;  and  what  thefe  Indians  moft 
valued,  fome  iron  axes:  and  then  afked  him  for 
guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens  up  the  moun- 
tains. 
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The  cacique  readily  granted  all  he  defired ;  and 
having  fupplied  him  with  plenty  of  provifions,  the 
Spaniards  marched  into  the  dominions  of  the  great 
lord  named  Quarequa,  who  was  prepared  to  oppofe 
them.  The  Indians  met  the  Spaniards,  alking  what 
they  came  for,  and  ordering  them  to  proceed  no 
&rther  \  but  obferving  that  they  paid  little  regard  to 
what  they  faid,  the  cacique  himfelf  came  forward, 
cloathed  in  cotton,  with  ibme  of  his  principal  men, 
all  the  reft  being  entirely  naked,  and  immediately 
attacked  the  Spaniards  with  dreadful  cries,  Nunez 
inftantly  ordered  his  foldiers  to  difcharge  their  fire- 
locks and  crofs-bows,  upon  which  fome  dropped  down 
dead  :  when  the  Indians  feeing  the  fire,  and  hearing 
the  report,  naturally  concluded  that  the  Spaniards 
ufed  thunder  and  lightning,  and  had  a  fupernatural 
power  to  deftroy  them ;  and  therefore  fled  in  the  ut- 
moft  confternation.  The  Spaniards  purfued,  fitting 
their  dogs  upon  them, .  >vhich  tore  fome  of  them  in 
pieces,  while  the  Spaniards  made  a  great  flaughter 
with  their  fwords.  In  this  engagement  the  cacique 
himfelf  was  killed,  with  about  600  of  his  people ; 
fome  were  taken,  and  the  town  was  plundered,  in 
which  the  conquerors  found  a  confiderable  quantity 
of  gold. 

As  fome  of  the  Spani^^ds  were  now  grown  Cckly 
with  hunger  and  fatigue,  Nunez  left  them  in  the 
town,  which  belonged  to  the  late  cacique,  where  he 
took  frefh  guides,  and  men  to  carry  burdens,  dif- 
miffing  thofe  who  belonged  to  Careta.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded toward  the  top  of  the  mountains,  which  was 
at  the  dittancc  of  about  fix  days  journey  ;  but  in  this 
progrefs  he  fpent  twenty-five,  on  account  of  the  rug- 
gednefs  pf  the  way,  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
provifions.  At  length  Nunez  having  notice  given 
him,  that  they  were  near  the  fummit,  he  command- 
ed his  men  to  halt,  and  going  up  alone  faw  the  South 
Sea  ;  which  he  no  fooner  viewed,  than  falling  on  his 
knees,   he  returned  thanks  |o  heaven  for  being  the 
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fifft  who  had  feen  it.  This  done,  he  called  his  men, 
and  again  falling  dfi  his  knees,  they  followed  his  ex* 
ample,  while  the  Indians  ftood  amazed  at  feeing  fuch 
exprcflions  of  joy  and  wonder.  Nunez  then  extol* 
led  the  intelligence  given  him  by  Comagre*s  fon, 
promifing  his  men  wealth  and  happinefs :  they  be- 
lieved all  he  faid;  for  he  was  extremely  beloved,  on 
account  of  his  bravery,  his  compaflion  for  the  fick 
and  wounded,  and  his  making  no  difference  between 
himll'lf  and  the  meaneft  foldier.  He  then  caufed  a 
certificate  to  be  drawn  of  his  taking  pofleflion  of 
that  fea,  and  every  thing  in  it,  for  the  crown  of 
Caftile ;  in  teftimony  of  which  he  cut  down  timber, ' 
erected  croflfes,  railed  heaps  of  ftones,  and  cut  the 
king  of  Spain's  name  on  fome  of  the  trees.  This ' 
being  done,  he  refolved  to  go  down  the  mountains 
to  the  fea  coad. 

On  their  reaching  the  fhore,  the  Spanifli  comman-* 
der  marched  on,  armed  as  he  was,  till  the  water  took 
him  up  to  the  middle ;  and  then  caufed  a  notary  to 
draw  up  an  inftrument,  importing  that  he  had  taken 
poiTedion  of  that  fea,  its  coafts,  and  the  iflands  in  ir, 
in  behalf  of  the  crown  of  Caftile ;  at  which  ceremony 
the  Indians  were  very  juftly  amazed. 

Nunez  Balboa  at  length  obferving  a  large  bay  of 
the  fea,  refolved  to  navigate  it ;  and  therefore  defired 
the  Indians  to  furnilh  him  with  canoes,  which  they 
did,  and  offered  to  accompany  him,  though  they 
at  the  fame  time  adviled  him  to  fufpend  this  attempt, 
as  the  rains  were  coming  on,  and  the  bay  was  far 
from  being  fafe ;  but  he  obftinately  refufcd  to  com- 
ply with  this  advice,  and  embarked  with  fouricore 
Spaniards,  together  with  Chiapes,  a  principal  man 
among  the  Indians,  and  fome  of  his  attendants^  on 
board  nine  canoes. 

They  weighed  anchor  on  the  29th  of  September, 
for  which  reafon  he  called  it  St.  Michael's  Bay  y  but 
when  they  were  at  fome  diftance  from  the  land,  the 
waves  began  to  fwell  fo  high,  that  Nunez  repeated 
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be  had  hbt  taken  the  advice  given  him  by  Chiapes, 
and  wa&  foon  in  the  utmoll  danger^f  periihing  :  but 
the  Indians  bad  recourfe  to  their  ufual  remedy,  and 
fattening  two  canoes  together  with  cords,  to  prevent 
tbeif  being  fo  eafiljr  ovcrfet,  made  the  beft  of  their 
way  toward  an  ifland,  where  they  landed,  and  laihed 
their  canoes  to  the  rocks  or  trees.  There  they  con- 
tinued all  the  night  in  the  ucmoft  uneafinefs  y  for 
upon  the  flood  the  whole  ifland  was  covered  with  wa- 
ter, and  they  were  obliged  to  (land  in  it,  almoft  up 
tb  their  waiils.  When  day  appeared,  and  the  water 
ebbed,  they  went  in  feju-ch  of  their  canoes  ;  but  found 
ipme  of  them  beaten  in  pieces,  others  almoft  fplit, 
aiid  the  reft  filled  with  water  and  fand,  and  no  part; 
^  their  goods  Or  provifibns  were  to  be  found.  In 
this  diftrefs  they  pulled  off  the  tender  bark  of  the 
young  trees,  and  bru Ting  it  vnth  grafs  and  other 
herbs,  caulked  the  crannies  of  fuch  of  the  canoes 
m  were  not  ftaved^  and  thus  embarked  almoft  famifti* 
ed  with  hunger. 

They  now  fteered  toward  the  dominions  of  a  cj^- 
cique  named  Tumaco,  which  lay  in  a  creek  of  the 
bay,  where  they  found  him  ready  to  oppofe  them. 
Nunez  perceiving  his  men  weak  and  hungry,  nd 
fooner  landed,  than  he  picked  a  few  of  the  ableft  of 
them,  whom  he  placed  in  the  front.  The  Spaniards 
bqan  the  engagement  with  their  fwords  and  dogs, 
with  which  they  made  great  havock ;  and  Tumaco 
himfelf  being  wounded,  the  reft  were  obliged  to  re-. 
tire.  Soon  wer  Chiapes  fent  fome  of  his  men  to  le? 
Tumaco  know  the  power  of  the  Spaniards,  and  the 
kindnefs  they  fliewcd  to  thofe  who  were  their  friends* 
The  (Cacique,  however,  coyld  not  be  perfuaded  to 
believe  their  report  j  but  a  fecond  meflenger  pre- 
vailed fo  far,  that  he  fent  his  fon,  whom  Nunez  en-r 
tertaincd  very  eour^eoufly,  giving  him  a  (hirt  and 
fome  toys,  and  gdvifmg  him  to  perfuade  his  fafhep 
to  come  himfelf,  and  have  a  Ihare  in  his  friendihip. 
yppn  which  Tumaco  wept,  attended  by  many  of  his 
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fubje£ls  but  carried  no  preient.  However,  Nunez 
treated  him  with  much  refped ;  and  Chiapes  obferved 
to  him,  that  he  thought  it  but  reafonable  that  he 
Ihould  aflift  the  Spaniards  on  account  of  their  being 
ftrangers. 

The  cacique  being  now  pacified,  and  lofing  all  Iiis 
i^prehenfiops,  fent  fome  of  his  fervants  home,  \^bo 
brought  gold  to  the  value  of  614  pieces  of  eight ; 
and  what  was  much  more  extraordinary,  240  fine 
large  pearls,  with  many  others,'  that  were  bright, 
chough  fmall.  At  this  fight,  Nunez  and  his  men 
were  filled  with  joy  ;  believing  the  immenfe  treaPures 
Comagre's  fon  had  mentioned  were  now  at  hand. 
The  large  pearls  were  of  great  value,  and  would  have 
been  of  ftill  greater,  had  not  the  Indians  ufed  fire 
in  opening  the  oyfters,  which  rendered  them  nor  (Jb 
white  as  they  naturally  are.  Tumaco  obfcrving  that 
the  pearls  gave  the  Spaniards  fuch  joy,  (hewed  ihat 
he  himfelf  fet  but  little  value  on  them,  \>y  fending 
fome  Indians  to  fi(h,  who  within  four  days  broug^it 
as  many  as  weighed  no  lefs  than  96  ounces. 

Thefr  two  caciques  aflfured  Nunez,  that  there  was 
a  country  in  that  bay,  about  five  leagues  from  thence, 
governed  by  a  powerful  cacique,  where  there  was 
abundance  of  large  oyfters,  which  contained  pearls 
as  big  as  beans.  Upon  which  Nunez  ordered  the 
canoes  to  be  immediately  got  ready ;  but  the  caciques 
entreated  him  not  to  think  o£  fuch  an  expedition  at 
that  time,  but  to  flay  till  fummer,  when  th^  fea  was 
calm,  and  he  misht  go  with  eafe,  and  then  they  pro- 
mifed  to  go  wiui  him.  Nune?  approving  of  this 
advice,  Tumaco  added,  that  the  coaft  extended  a 
prodigious  way,  pointing  to  l^tru :  that  thcr^  was 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  gold ;  and  that  the  natives 
ufed  certain  beads  to  carry  their  burdens,  which  were 
the  Iheep  of  that  country  %  he  even  made  the  repre* 
fentation  of  them  in  day. 

When  Nunez  returned  tp  Santa  Maria,  which  was 
about  the  middle  of  January,  he  judged,  with  grpat 
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appearance  of  reafon,  that  the  fignal  ferviccs  he  had  per- 
formed, rendered  it  impoflible  for  the  minifters  to  deny 
that  he  had  made  amends  for  any  indifcretions  into 
which  he  had  fiillen.  He  therefore  refolvcd  to  fend  an- 
other agent  to  Spain  with  the  king's  money,  and  with 
more  confiderable  prefents  than  it  was  in  his  power  to 
fend  by  the  former :  On  this  important  mcflage  he 
fent  Pedro  Abolanchos,  a  perfon.  of  capacity,  and 
what  was  ftill  of  greater  confcquence,  of  unfhaken 
integrity  and  fidelity.  * 

On  this  perfon's  arrival  at  court,  he  applied  him* 
felf  to  the  famous  bifhop  of  Burgos,  who  received 
his  letters  with  civility  •,  which  changed  into  the 
greateft  kindnefs  and  friend(hip,  upon  his  feeing  the 
pearls  and  gold  fent  him  by  Nunez :  for  thefe  fully 
convinced  him  of  his  innocence,  and  of  his  being  a 
good, and  faithful  officer.  He  therefore  took  great 
pains  to  vindicate  him  to  king  Ferdinand,  who  had 
hitherto  a  great  averfion  to  Nunez  dc  Balboa :  but 
the  favours  of  this  prelate  came  too  late ;  for  he  him- 
felf  had  already  done  this  unhappy  man  fuch  an  in- 
jury, as  he  was  unable  to  repair.  It  was  a  maxim 
with  this  bifliop,  that  nothing  was  fo  dangerous,  as 
fuffcring  the  great  men  who  made  difcoveries  in  Ame- 
rica to  perfeft  them ;  and  therefore,  as  foon  as  they 
had  opened  the  road  to  the  new  countries,  and  had 
overcome  the  firft,  which  are  always  the  greateft  dif- 
ficulties, it  was  his  conftant  method  to  fend  fomc  of 
his  own  creatures  to  reap  the  fruits  of  their  labours. 

Before  the  arrival  of  Nunez's  agent,  he  had  choien 
Pedro  Arias  d*  Avila  governor  of  Caftillo  del  On? ; 
whom  the  Spani(h  writers,  by  joining  his  two  firft 
names,  commonly  called  Pedrarias.  He  was  a  man 
of  birth,  and  of  a  court  education;  but  proud, 
haughty,  Infincere,  barbarous  and  unjuft  -,  cruel  be- 
yond exprrffion :  and  one  who  thought  the  only  com- 
penfation  that  could  be  made  for  leaving  his  native 
country,  was  his  raifing-avaft  fortune.  \Ve  have  his 
charader  drawn  to  the  liie,  by  the  hand  of  (he  I^u* 
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mane  and  worthy  bilhop  of  Chiapa,  who  reprefents 
him  as  the  wickedcfl  monfter  that  was  ever  fent  into 
thofe  parts. 

This  new  governor  failed  from  Spain,  on  the  12th 
of  April  1514,  with  a  fleet  of  fifteen  fail  •,  on  board 
of  which  were  2000  foldiers,  a  fryar,  John  de  Que- 
vedo,  who,  before  his  departure,  had  been  confer 
Crated  bifhopc^  Darien;  with  man/  other  perfons  in 
great  offices :  among  whom  was  Encifo,  the  mortal 
enemy  of  Nunez,  wno  wa^  Pedrarias*s  provoft  mar- 
ihdl.  This  fleet  arrived  in  the  gulph  of  Uraba,  in 
the  latter  end  of  July,  and  from  thence  proceeded 
to  Santa  Maria,  where  the  commander  was  received 
with  all  imaginary  refpeft  by  Nunez  de  Balboa. 

Pedrarias  was  very  much  furprized  at  the  late  go- 
vernor's appearance,  and  at  the  date  in  which  he 
found  the  colony.  There  was  indeed  a  very  flxong 
fort,  and  450  brave  fellows  to  defend  it ;  but  Nunez's 
houfe  coniifted  but  of  three  rooms,  and  his  drefs  corre- 
Iponded  with  his  dwelling :  he  had  a  pair  of  canvafs 
drawers,  and  a  cotton  waiftcoat  over  his  ihirt,  and 
that  was  all.  His  diet  was  of  a  piece  with  the  refl:  ^ 
ibr  a  joint  of  roaft  pork,  fome  greens  and  fruit,  were 
all  his  table  afibrded :  at  which  no  other  liquor  was 
drank  than  good  fpring  water.  Such  were  the  man- 
ners of  this  conqueror,  who  fared  no  better  than  the 
meaneft  of  his  fokliers ;  but  there  was  no  murmur- 
ing, no  complaints :  he  maintained  his  authority  by 
the  means  he  acquired  it,  that-  is,  by  his  merit,  while 
his  fokliers  loved  and  feared  him  as  a  father.  His 
only  fault  was  his  ambition,  that  had  led  him  to  do 
ibme  unwarrantable  things,  in  order  to  obtain  power ; 
but  when  he  had  once  acquired  it,  none  ufed  it  bet- 
ter. His  accounts  were  clear  •,  he  made  good  every 
Joint  he  had  written  to  Spain,  and  proved  that  lie 
ad  opened  a  paflfage  to  the  South  Seas :  in  return 
lor  whkh  gpod  fervices,  Pedrarias  committed  him 
clofe  prifooer  to  the  cuftody  q[s  Encifo,  and  did  ngt 
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ftthim  at  Ubert^f,  till  he  had  fined  him  in  abpvc 
batf  his  fortune. 

In  order  to  juftify  this  proceeding,  he  fent  over  a, 
yery  faUb  report  to  the  court  of  Spain,  e^^pe&ing 
i^zt  this  would  have  procured  him  authority  fpr  go- 
ing greater  lengths ;  but  he  was  miftaken.  Hfi  had. 
brpyghc  oyer  fq.roe  honeft  men  with  him,  who  YVn- 
tjiju-ed  to  fend  the  naked  truth  to  CQU)r]C,  and  it  met 
Yitl^  all  the  credit  ix  ddCerved. 

In  aniwer  to  thefe  repreieotations,  Pedrarias  re^ 
qeiv^d  frefli  advices  ftom  his  majel]by,  in  which  the 
l(:ing  declared,  tha^t  he  was  perfe^l^ly  latisfied  with 
^e  conduct  of  Nunez  de  Balboa,  and  had  created? 
him  lord-lieutenant  of  the  countries  on  the  South  Seas : 
that  his  majefty  expected  that  the  governor  ihould 
^ke.  his  advice ;  and  that  the  meafure  of  his  obedi* 
ence  to  his  royal  orders  would  appear  from  the  re- 
ipeft  he  (hewed  to  Nunez  de  Balbpa.  Pedrarias 
equally  difpleafed  a/id  difappointed,  took  care  to  con- 
ceal his  inftrudlions ;  and,  like  a  true  courtier,  re- 
folved  in  appearance  to  conform  to  his  mailer's  or- 
ders, but  in  efFe£i;  to.difobey  them,  and  to  leave  no 
means  untried  to  procure  the  deftrudtion  of  the  man 
he  hated. 

In  order  to  leffcn  the  charadter  of  his  predecefibr 
and  to  raife  his  own,  Pedrarias  fent  feveral  of  hb  of- 
ficers to  make  excurfions  into  the  country,  which  he 
thought  muft  produce  new  difcoveries,  as  indeed  they 
did ;  but  thefe  were  neither  to  the  advantage  of  the 
colony,  nor  to  the  crown  of  Spain,  fince  they  only 
contributed  to  (hew  the  avarice  and  cruelty  of  the 
Spaniards  in  the  moflt  glaring  light.  His  o(ficers 
knew  that  the  only  method  to  obtain  his  favour  and 
protection,  was  to  make  him  large  prefents,  and  to 
plunder  all  the  caciques  without  mercy  ;  fo  that  in  a 
few  months  time,  that  reputation  for  honefty  and 
kind  ufage,  which  Nunez  de  Balboa  had  been  at  fome 
pains  to  eftablifb,  was  entirely  loft,  and  a  war  be- 
tween 
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tween  them  and  the  natives  ^rok^  out  afrefli  with 

g'  rcater  ftiry  thz^,  ever ;  fo  that  there  were  no  great 
opes  of  his  making  any  progrcfs :  w^ich  when  he 
came  feriouQy  to  conGder,  he  eotered  upon  a  new 
fcheme  -,  and  by  the  afliftance  of  biihop  Quevedo  be- 
came reconciled  to  Nunez,  who  vQry  finqerdy  applied 
himfelf  as  formerly  to.  the  public  fervice^  and  that 
with  his  ufual  fucceis. 

This,  however,  only  ferved  to  rwfe  the  envy  of 
Pcdrarias,  eveq  though  he  had  promiied  to  give  Nu- 
nez his  daughter,  and  publickly  called  and  treated 
him  as  his  fon.  He  h^  employed  him  in  raifing  a 
town,  eftabliOiingafort,  and  buildjuiglhipson  the  South 
Seas :  all  which,  with  incredible  labour  and  fatigue^ 
he  at  length  accompliihed  **.  and  this  added  to  the 
great  reputation  he;  had  before  acquired.  Fedrarias 
teeing  this,  and  finding  that  moiti  of  the  people  ia 
this  government  were  inclined  to  remove,  and  fettle 
in  the  town,  built  by  Nunez  de  Balboa,  as  foon  as  it 
ihould  be  finidied ;  refolved  no  longer  to  delay  re* 
moving  out  of  the  way  a  man,  whoTe  fuperiority  be- 
came more  and  more  confpicupus.  For  this  purpofe  he 
fent  for  him  to  Santa  Maria,  and  commenced  a  frelh 
profecution  againft  hin>,  on  the  fame  pretences  for 
which  he  had  fined  him  before ;  to  which  he  had 
added  another  very  cKtraprdinary  accufation,  a  trea« 
fpnable  intention  to  ufuip  the  king's  domain,  founded 
upon  nothing  more  th^.  his  having  cut  down,  with^^ 
out  the  governor's  licence,  fome  timber  for  ere&ing 
public  edifices  :  ^d  to  the  amas^ement  of  the  cobny^ 
and  the  terror  of  the  inhabitants,  he  upon  thischargi^ 
condemned  him  to  fuffer  death>;.  and  adually  caufed 
this  unfqrtunate  gentleman  to  be  publickly  beheaded; 

Such  was  the  fate  of  Vafquez  Nunez  de  Balboa, 
who  in  the  424  year  of-  his  age  fuffered  as  a  traitor 
for  having  ferved  his  prince  with  too  much  zeal  and 
fidelity.  This  happened  in  the  year  *i 5 17,  and  in 
the  third  of  Pedrarias's  government.  The  royal  au-r 
dience  at  St.  Domingo,  however,  condemned  this 
2  adion 
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a£don  as  a  downright  murder ;  but  Pedrarias  does 
not  feem  to  have  been  ever  called  to  an  account  for 
it :  but  on  the  contrary  was  permitted  to  go  on  in 
the  fame  bafe  and  barbarous  track  for  many  years  to- 
gpther. 

Having  thus^  at  the  expence  of  law  and  juftice^ 
freed  himfelf  from  a  man  whom  he  at  once  both 
feared  and  hated,  Pcdrarias  rcfolved  to  fettle  a  co- 
lony on  the  coaft  of  the  South  Seas,  though  that 
place,  from  the  heat  and  moifture  of  the  adjacent 
country,  was  very  unwholfome  i  but  it  was  a  place 
commodious  for  trade,  and  very  convenient  for  form-  . 
ing  new  difcoveries.  He  there  built  a  palace,  and 
made  it  the  (eat  of  his  government ;  which  inducing 
others  to  chufe  it  for  the  place  of  their  refidence,  it 
fbon  increafed  in  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  and 
was  pretty  well  fortified,  • 

This  city,  which  received  the  name  of  Panama,  is,J 
but  of  fmall  circupiference,  on  account  of  a  morals" 
that  inclofes  it  on  one  fide ;  and  the  damps,  whick 
arife  from  the  morafs,  render  the  place  fo  very  un- 
healthy, that  there  arc  few  inhabitants,  except  trad- 
ers, who  generally  flay  there  no  longer  than  is  ne-  - 
ceflary  to  acquire  a  a  fufficient  fortune  to  enable  them 
to  leave  it.  The  rivers  in  its  neighbourhood  afilbrd- 
ed  great  quantities  of  gold  when  the  city  was  firft 
built ;  but  neither  wheat  nor  barley  grow  within  its 
neighbourhood :  however  it  is  fupplied  with  maize 
from  Peru.  Both  the  rivers  and  the  fea  abound  with 
fifb ;  and  near  the  houfes  along  the  coaft  are  vaft 
Quantities  of  cockles,  on  which  account  the  Spaniards 
fuppofe  Pedrarias  chofe  this  fpot,  as  they  would  be 
fbme  fupply  in  time  of  fcarcity.  lit  the  rivers  of 
this  province  are  vaft  numbers  of  alligators  of  a 
monftrous  fize,  which  have  devoured  many  of  the 
Spaniards  and  Indians. 

But  to  return  *,  though  Pedrarias  had  a  ftrong  de- 
fire  to  diftinguifii  himfelf  by  doing  fomething  great, 
yet  in  the  fpace  of  eight  or  nine  years  he  did  little 

or 
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or  nothing  5  for  his  vices  defeated  his  fchemes,  and 
rendered  all  his  undertakings  abortive.  But  by  the 
grievous  extortions  he  committed  among  the  caciques 
who  had  fubmitted  to  the  Spaniards,  and  with  the 
gold  he  forced  from  them,  he  maintained  fo  great  an 
intereft  at  court ;  that  notwithftanding  every  enter- 
prize  in  which  he  .  engaged  was  attended  with  lo(s, 
yet  every  new  projedl  he  fent  over  was  approved  and 
applauded. 

This  was  the  more  extraordinary,  as  no  man  ever 
met  with  more  oppofition  than  he  did :  for  on  the 
one  hand,  he  was  hated  to  the  laft  degree  by  the  In- 
dians i  for  whofe  fake  the  bilhop  of  Chiapa  had  the 
humanity  to  go  in  perfon  tQ  Madrid  to  folicit  relief. 
The  Spanifti  officers,  who  were  uneafy  under  his  go- 
vernment, fent  home  a  true  rcprefentation  of  his  con- 
duct J  which  was  fucb  as  would  have  ruined  the  for- 
tune of  any  other  man.  Bedde  all  this,  he  was 
upon  very  bad  terms  with  the  royal  audience  at  St. 
Domingo ;  which  was  then,  what  it  ftill  is,,  the  fu- 
prcmc  tribunal  in  the  Weft  Indies :  and  the  chief 
reafon  for  removing  the  feat  of  his  government  from 
Santa  Maria  to  Panama,  was  that  he  might  be  farther 
out  of  their  reach. 

However,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  1526, 
the  court  of  Spain,  wearied  with  continual  complaints 
againft  him,  was  at  length  refolved  to  fend  hitna 
fucceflbr.  Pedrarlas  was  informed  of  this  refolution  5 
and  as  he  knew  no  means  of  avoiding  his  coming, 
and  was  very  loth  to  part  with  his  power,  he  began 
CO  caft  about  in  his  mind  where  to  find  another  eftab- 
liihment.  There  was  only  one  expedition  under  any 
of  his  creatures  which  had  met  with  fuccefs ;  and 
that  was  the  conqueft  of  Nicaragua  by  Francis  Her- 
nandez, who  afted  under  his  licence ;  and  the  go- 
vernor had  alfo  btren  at  fome  expence  in  fitting  hlxn 
out.  He  refolved  therefore  to  retire  into  this  coun- 
try, in  order  to  fccure  it  for  himfrlf,  thobgb  it  of 
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light  belonged  to  him  who  had  fubdued  it ;  and  aUo 
to  avoid  delivering  up  his  province  to  his  fuccefibr 
in  perfon,  for  fear  he  (hould  treat  him  as  he  himfelf 
had  dope  Nunez.  One  would  have  imagined^  diat 
when  his  affairs  were  in  fuch  a  fituation,  he  woul4 
have  abated  fomewhat  of  his  pride,  or  at  leaft  of  his 
f:ruelty :  but  whether  he  had  no  power  over  his  tem- 
per, or  knew  that  he  had  (till  into^eft  enough  at 
court  to  prevent  his  being  called  to  an  account  for 
murder,  be  committed  one  more  bafe  and  barbarous^ 
if  poflible,  than  that  of  Nunez  de  Balboa. 
•  On  his  entering  the  new  province,  he  pretended 
that  he  had  received  information  th^t  his  deputy  in- 
tended  to  revolt  •,  and  therefore  fent  for  him  to  an- 
fwer  to  the  charge.  Francis  Hernandez  came  with 
that  boldnels  which  is  natural  to  innocence ;  but  Pe- 
(drarias  no  fooner  had  him  in  his  power,' than .  he 
caufed  his  head  to  be  ftrqck  oflF;  alledging  that  there 
was  no  other  way  for  a  government  to  be  fafe  ^gainft 
perfons  in  power,  when  their  fidelity  was  once  fuf- 
peded.  Yet  as  black  and  heinous  as  this  faft  was, 
^e  not  only  efcaped  being  called  to  an  account  for  it, 
but  was  confirmed  in  his  government  of  Nicaragua  \ 
as  if  avarice,  injuftice  and  cruelty,  were  quaStics 
chofen  by  the  court  of  Spain  in  perfons  appointed  to 
the  management  and  profecution  of  her  concerns  in 
America. 
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VASQIJEZ  Nunez  dc  Balboa  was  the  firft  Spa- 
niard  who  formed  the  projed  of  making  dif- 
coveries  oo  the  South  Sea  i  and  the  drfire  of  wrelting 
the  execution  out  of  his  hands,  the  principal  motive 
that  induced  ledrarias  to  take  away  his  life.  BuC 
when  all  the  expeditions  undertaken  by  this  cruel 
monfter  had  failed,  three  perfons  in  the  year  1524 
offered  to  engage  in  this  undertaking  at  their  own 
expcnce,  provided  they  might  be  allowed  fair  and 
eauitable  terms.  To  this  propofal  Pedrarias  readily 
liitcned,  believing  that  he  ran  no  hazard  in  comply-* 
ing  with  their  requeit,  (ince  if  they  mifcarritd  he 
Should  lofe  nothing  ;  and  if  they  fucceedcd,  he  hoped 
that  he  (hould  be  able  to  fecurc  to  himfelf  the  fruits 
of  their  enicrprize. 

The  piincipal  of  thefe  three  perfons  was  T-'rancis 
Pizarro,  a  native  of  Truxillo,  in  the  province  of  EC- 
tremadyr^  in  Sp<!in,  Some  of  the  Spanifli  writers 
iay,  he  was  a  nobleman  by  birth  ^  while  others  main<^ 
tain,  that  he  wit  the  iUegiiimate  fon  of  Gonzalo  Pi« 
zarro,  an  officer  at  TruxiUo,  who  fuffered  him  to  be 
expofed  as  a  foundling  at  a  church-door.  However, 
being  diicoycfpd  to  bp  the  father,  he  was  obliged  to 
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fupport  him ;  but  giving  him  no  manner  of  educa- 
tion, he  made  him  fpend  his- youth  in  the  nru>ft 
fcrvile  offices,  particularly  in  keeping  his  hogs.  Young 
Pizarro,  however,  at  length  ran  away  from  the  herd ; 
and  entering  on  board  a  (hip,  bound  to  the  Weft  In- 
dies, he  diftinguiflied  himfcif  by  his  bold  and  enter- 
prifing  difpofiiion  in  the  wars  of  Hifpaniola  and 
Cuba,  and  obtained  a  commiflion.  He  at  length 
^led  with  Ojcda  to  the  gulph  of  Darien,  and  after- 
ward ferved  under  Nunez  de  Balboa ;  and  having 
acquired  a  handfome  fortune,  had,  on  the  firft  build- 
ing of  Panama,  fettled  in  that  city-;  whcre.be  feem- 
cd  difpoled  to  fpend  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  peace, 
till  the  thirft  of  gold  incited  hioi  to  engage  m  this 
undertaking,  and  afterward  prompted  him  to  com- 
mit aftions  that  rendered  him  a  difgrace  to  human 
nature. 

.  *  The  feeondof  thefe  adventurers  was  Diego  de  Al- 
magro,  who  took  his  name  from  the  place  of  his 
birth  :  for  His  origin  was  fo  obfcure,  that  no  hiftorian 
has  been  able  to  difcover  who  was  his  father. 

The  third  was  Ferdinando  de  Luquej,  or  as  he  is 
fometimes  called  de  Lugne  ;  who,  as  well  as  both  the 
fortner,  was  advancedin  years.  This  man,  who  was 
a  prieft,  had  much  the  largeft  fortune  :  he  was  pro- 
pnetor  of  the  ifland  Tabago,  had  a  good  eftatc  bc- 
fide,  and  a  confiderablefuni  in  ready  money. 

This  aflbciation  made  much  noife,  as  nothing  could 
be  more  fineular  than  for  three  private  men  to  raife 
•A  joint  ftocK.  for  conquering  a  great  empire ;  and, 
like  other  projects,  was  treated  as  a  wild  and  vifion- 
ary  fcheme,  that  would  infallibly  end  in  the  ruin  of 
the  projeftors.  But  without  regarding  the  opinions 
of  the  world,  they  folemnly  promifed  each  other, 
that  no  dangers  ordifappointmentsfhouid  make  them 
lay  afide  their  enterprize  -,  and  that  they  would  make 
an  equal  divifion  of  the  wealth  'they  (hould  acquire, 
after  having  firft  deduced  the  emperor's  dues  and  all 
cxpences.  To  each  of  theifi  was  affigned  a  particu- 
lar 
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lar  part  in  the  conqucft  of  Peru  :  Francis  Pi2arro  was 
to  command  the  party  that  went  upon  the  difcovery; 
Aimagro  was  to  carry  him  recruits,  and  to  reinforce 
him  from  time  to  time  ;  and  Ferdinand  de  Luques 
was  to  ftay  at  Panama,  to  provide  ammunition  and 
provifions  for  the  ufc  of  thofe  engaged  in  the  expe- 
dition. 

-Thefe  articles  being  agreed  upon,  they  repaired 
foiemnly  to  high  mafs,  which  was  celebrated  by  the 
pricft  Ferdinando  de  Luques  ;  who  having  broke  the 
wafer  into  three  pieces,  took  the  firft  himfelf,  and 
gave  the  others  to  his  companions,  as  a  token  that 
they  would  purfue  their  prefent  projed:  with  no  lefs 
eagernefs,  than  if  tlicir  eternal  happinefs  depended 
upon  it.  They  took  care  to  make  the  beft  inquiries 
they  could  into  the  caufcs  of  all  former  mifcarriages, 
in  order  the  better  to  avoid  them-,  and  were  very 
afljduous  in  finding-  out  perfons  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  the  preceding  expeditions,  that  they  might 
reap  the  benefit  of  their  experience. 

About  the  middle  of  November  1524,  PJzarro 
embarked  in  a  new  fhip  with  114  men,  officers  in- 
cluded, and  proceeded  to  the  ifland  of  Tabago,  abouc 
five  leagues  diftant  from  Panama ;  whence  he  fail- 
ed to  the  Pearl  1  (lands  in  the  midft  of  the  bay, 
where  he  took  in  wood  and  water,  with  hay  for  four 
horfes  he  had  on  board.  He  then  proceeding  100 
leagues  to  the  fouthward,  landed  at  Port  Pinas,  upon 
the  continent,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  bay  of  Panama. 
Here  he  endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the  country  j 
but  the  people  having  fled  from  their  habitations, 
and  meeting  with  nothing  but  bogn  and  mountains, 
without  any  profpcifi:  of  provifions,  he  proceeded  iar- 
thcr  down  the  coalt;  but  finding  there  the  fame  in- 
conveniences, and  perceiving  the  rainy  feafon  coming 
on,  and  that  many  of  his  men  died  by  ficknefs,  fa- 
tigue, and  want  of  provifions,  he  fent  the  fhip  to  the 
Ifle  of  J'earls,  to  procure  frefh  fuppHes. 
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Metn  ilfhite  Pi^irro  was  joined  by  Almagro  with 
two  fliijp^  fthd  60  recruits,  when  notwithftanding 
the  'unhealthine6  of  the  clio^ate  they  continued  oii 
the  coaft,  and  had  many  ikirmi^ies  with  the  natives ; 
kk  one  6f  which  Alfhagro  loft  an  eye  :  but  happening 
in  fome  tf  thc&  excurfions  to  meet  with  goM  to  the 
value  of  1 4  or  1 5000  crowns,  they  rcfolved,  in  fpitc 
<}f  AU  the  haeards  and  difficulties  tthey  encouhteitd, 
to  proceed  oh.  the  enterprize.  To  this  they  were 
entou^aged  bj  theif  pilot,  who,  while  they  were  on 
Ihore,  had  tiiA  down  as  far  as  Cape  Paflare,  under 
the  equator,  where  he  feized  fiime  prifoners,  who 
ihade  hijh  fedfible  that  the  treafures  of  Peru  greatly 
fytptifftd  whatever  had  been  reported  of  them. 

Wheii  the  pilot  returned  witn  this  agreeable  news, 
}tt  found  Pizarro  greatly  reduced ;  his  money  being 
fixhaufted,  his  men  lick^  and  Almagro  gone  to  Pa« 
nama  with  the  gold  they  had  taken,  to  procure  ano- 
ther reinforcement  of  ttoops  and  fHDvifions. 

Almagro  raifed.  40  recruits,  and  having  purchafed 
feme  hbrfes,  arms,  clothes,  provilions  and  medicines, 
returned  to  Pizarro,  where  the  greateft  part  of  his 
men  being  flck  or  dead,  they  removed  from  that  un- 
healthy part  of  the  continent  to  the  ifland  of  GaUo. 
Having  ftaid  about  1 5  days  heref  they  ran  ftill  fuV* 
ther  to  the  feuthward  ;  but  found  the  weather  conn- 
mie  fo  bad,  and  the  country  fo  much  under  Water, 
that  Pizarro  himfelf  began  to  defpair  of  fuccefs  ;  and 
fo  hot  was  the  difpute  about  Continuing  the  enter- 
prife^  that  the  two  commanders  were  on  the  point  of 
drawing  their  fwords :  but  at  length  it  was  agreed, 
that  they  (kould  return  to  the  ifland  of  Gallo,  where 
Pizahx)  was  to  remain  with  his  men,  till  Almagro 
went  to  Panama  for  recruits.  Many  of  the  foldiers 
defired  to  go  with  him  ;  but  this  was  abfolutely  re- 
fufed  :  and  as  feveral  of  the  foldiers  had  threatened 
to  complain  to  the  governor^  that  fending  them  on 
this  expedition  was  devoting  them  to  deftruAion, 
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great  care  was  taken  to  prevent  their  fending  any 
letters.  However,  one  of  them  tbund  means  to  fend 
a  paper  fubfcribed  by  fnoft  of  them,  reprcfenting 
their  hardlhips,  and  deliring  to  be  recalled )  wlucn 
was  fo  artfully  inciofed  in  a  bottom  of  cotton  yarn, 
that  it  cfcaped  the  vigilance  of  the  officers,  and  came 
fafely  to  the  hands  of  the  new  governor,  (for  Pedra- 
rias  was  now  removed  from  his  government,  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Pedro  los  Rios)  who  was  fo  far  from 
fuffcring  Almagro  to  raife  tnore  recruits,  that  he  fenc 
a  fhip  with  a  commiflary  to  the  ifland  of  Gatlo  CO 
bring  back  all  the  men  who  furvived. 

The  arrival  of  this  fliip  greatly  mortified  Pizarro, 
who  intreaced  the  commiflary  to  allow  fuch  of  the 
men  to  ftay  with  him  as  voluntarily  chofe  it  -,  which 
being  granted,  he  drew  a  line  with  the  point  of  his 
fword,  and  haranguing  his  men,  told  them  they  were 
all  at  liberty,  if  they  thought  fit,  to  return  to  Pana- 
ma :  but  he  was  grieved  at  the  thought  of  their  now 
abandoning  fo  glorious  a  profpc£t,  when  they  were 
on  the  point  of  reaping  the  reward  of  all  their  fuf- 
ferings.  That  for  his  pan,  he  would  pcrifh  in  the 
glorious  undertaking  rather  than  defcrt  itj  and  thofe 
who  voluntarily  ftaid,  Ibould  (hare  with  hini  the  trea- 
fures  which  fell  into  his  hands.  He  then  deOred 
thofe  who  were  willing  to  proceed,  to  come  over  the 
line  he  had  drawn.  But  fo  great  were  the  fuffcrings 
of  thefe  poor  people,  that  only  thirteen  men  aod 
■  a  mulatto  came  over,  whde  the  reft  embarking  with 
the  commiflary  returned  to  Panama. 

Pizarro's  affairs  were  now  in  a  moft  wretched  fitu- 
ation  ;  for  he  was  not  only  deprived  of  the  hopes  of 
performing  any  thing  remarkable  at  prefcnr,  but  had 
a  very  indifferent  profpeCt  with  refpedt  to  futurity.  In 
this  diftrefs,  which  he  concealed  in  his  own  breaft, 
he  retired  with  a  few  daring  fellows,  who  refolved  to 
-  follow  his  dcfperatc  fbrtune,  to  the  iflan  J  of  Gorgona 
ibr  3  fupply  of  water,  and  iia'id  there  till  he  was 
joined  by  Almagro  with  a  few  voluiucers,  whom 
•     Vol.  I,  B  b  he 
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he  had  with  (bme  difficulty  perTuaded  to  engage  la  litis 
expedition. 

With  thefc  men  xhey  left  Gorgona,  and  failed  along 
elie  coaft  till  thty  found  thcrafcives  in  30°  fouth  b- 
fkude,  having  fpent  about  two  years  in  a  voyage 
which,  BOW  the  current  and  trade-winds  are  known, 
is  pcrfoTEDtd  in  as  many  weeks.  In  this  paflagc, 
bowever,  they  took  frveral  Indian  veOcls  of  con- 
fiderablc  vrdue,  and  obtained  fuch  intelligence  of  the 
wealth  of  the  coaft,  that  Pizarro  refolded  to  fend  Pe- 
dro de  Candia,  3  man  of  good  fente  and  agreeable 
adJrcf$T  to  penetrate  as  far  as  he  could  into  Tumbez, 
tn  oeder  to  kam  whether  the  iaformuions  he  had  re- 
ceived were  true, 

Pedro  rendered  terrrrelf  agtteabk  to  the  Indians, 
and  by  his  good  conduct  was  enabled  to  execute  his 
commiQion  m  the  compttfateft  manner.  He  returned 
fafe  toPizarro ;  aifured  him  that  the  country  exceeded 
all  imaginatioa  -,  that  the  weakh  aad  fpkndour  of  the 
people,  and  the  grasdeurof  their  pubficediBces  were 
otcredible.  and  that  great  art  and  fkill  were  vlfible  in 
thefe  ftrudures,  which,  were  fo  rich,  that  the  very 
walls  were  covered  wkh  gold  and  filver. 

Upoa  this  report  PizarF»  called  a  council  of  his 
people  i  when,  after  mueh  deliberation,  it  was  re- 
folvcd  to  return  to  Panama,  where  being  enabled  to 
give  »n  account  of  the  prodigious  advantages  to  be 
reaped  from  an  expedition  made  in  a  proper  manner 
to  Peru,  i<  was  to  be  hoped  they  fhould  Bad  people 
who  were  willing  to  cmbant  in  fuch  an  advaatageous 

tandertaking,  and  obtain  tuch  fupplics  as  would  infurc 
their  foccefe. 
However,  filing  a  few  leagues  farther  along  the 
coaft,  they  made  Payta,  to  which  Pizarro  gave  the 
name  of  Santa  Cruz  ■,  and  finding  this  one  of  the  bell 
harbours  they  had  obfcrvcd  on  the  coaft  of  Peru,  they 
caft  anchor ;  and  going  alhore,  found  the  natives  ex- 
tremely civil,  and  willing  to  take  the  trifles  they  had 
to  give  them,  in  excbaiige  for  proviCoiu.      They 
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Weighed  from  this  place,  leaving  a  Spaniard  named 
Alphonfo  de  Molina,  who  had  fcjiaraad  from  them 
onOiorci  tucwhofoon  after  returning,  came  on  boaid 
in  one  of  tlie  Soats  of  that  country,  and  told  them 
that  he  hsA  been  entertained  with  great  civility  by  s 
woman  of  diftinftion,  who  was  very  defirous  of  feeing 
tfae  Ihip.  Soon  after  the  fame  woman  fent  other  float* 
to  pilot  them  into  a  fafc  part  of  the  harbour;  upon 
which  Pizarro  fent  Molina,  with  three  other  gentle- 
men, to  invite  this  Peruvian  lady  on  board;  and  flic 
coming,  he  trcited  her  in  the  moft  elegant  manner  his 
circumtlanies  would  admit.  In  return  Ihe  invited 
Pizarro  on  fhnre;  and  the  next  morning,  at  his  land- 
ing, received  him  with  a  great  retinue,  and  condufted 
him  and  his  attend  nts  to  an  arbour ;  where  (he  en- 
tert.iined  him  at  dinner,  and  afterward  with  fevcral 
Indian  diverfions. 

The  Spaniards  returning  on  board,  failed  back  for 
Panama,  where  he  arrived  toward  the  end  of  the  year 
1527,  with  feveral  large  pieces  of  gold,  three  Indian, 
boys  whom  he  intended  to  educate  for  interpreters, 
and  fomc  Peruvian  (heep.  Thofe  who  had  befbre 
ridiculed  this  expedition  as  abfurd  and  ruinous,  now 
confefled  their  error,  and  were  defirous  of  partaking 
of  its  advantages  :  but  Pizarro  being  oppoftd  by  the 
gpvcrnor,  who  rcfufed  to  allow  his  levying  more 
men,  and  finding  it  necelTary  that  he  fhouJd  be 
fupported  by  an  authority  fupcrior  to  his  own ;  he, 
with  the  confent  of  his  partners,  embarked  for  Old. 
.Spain  to  folicit  the  emperor's  proteflion,  and  fuch 
powers  as  were  necefiary  for  the  profccuiion  of  their 
ichemef. 

Arriving  without  any  remarkable  accident  at  Se- 
ville, Pizarro  proceeded  to  the  court  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  where  he  met  wtih  a  very  gracious  re- 
ception, on  his  prefeniing  his  majefty  with  fome  Pe* 
nivians  in  their  proper  habits,  fevcral  gold  and  filver 
vefTel*  of  the  fafhion  of  the  country,  ana  two  or  thue 
iPrr)iviaa  Qtzn,  The  emperor  took  gre^c  ple&fure 
.L  '  B  b  2  "»■ 
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in  hearing  him  relate  the  difficulties  he  had  met  witk 
m  his  fearch  for  Peru,  and  referred  him  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies;  yrho  ordered  him  to  proceed  in  the 
oonquefl  of  that .  empire^  as  far  as  aco  leagues  to  the 
Ibuthward  of  Tumbez,  which  is  at  the  bottont  of  the 
jbay  of  Guiaquil.  He  alfo  obtained  the  titles  of  go^ 
vtmorand  captain-general,  with  the  offices 'ofade^ 
Jbmtado,  or  Ueu tenant,  and  of  alguazil-major  or  chief 
jufticc  of  Peru.-  This  was  direftly.  contrary  to  hit 
agreement  with  his  partners*,  he  having  promifed  txx 
obtain  the  fecond  of  thefe  titles  for  Almagro,  and  the 
lad  for  his  pilot,  who  had  ferved  him  with  great  fi«» 
delity  and  fkill.  However,  he  obtained  for  Ferdi- 
hando  de  Luqucs  the  title  of  protedor-general  of  the 
Peruvians,  with  the  emperor's  promifc  or  recommend* 
ing  him  to  the  Pope,'  to  be  made  bifliop  of  Tumbez ; 
of  which  place  Almagro  was  however  nominated  gOr 
vcrnor,  with  the  tide  of  Don ;  his  baftard  fon  was  le- 
gitimated; befide,  of  the  t^  men  who  remained  with 
Pizarro  in  his  diflrefs  on  the  ifland  of  Galio^  thofe 
who  were  gentlemen,  had  the  honour  of  knighthood, 
and  fuch  as  were  not,  were.raifed  to  the  rank  of  gentle- 
men.. Thefe  commiffions  were  granted  at  Toledo  on 
the  26th  of  July  1528  •,  and  fix  Dominican  friars  were 
ordered  to  go  over  with,  Pizarro,  as  miffionaries  to 
affift  in  the  converfiofi  of  the  Peruvians  :  but  though 
the  emperor  hoped  to  obtain  confiderable  advantages 
from  this  expedition,  he  did  not  advance  a  iinglc 
f)icce  of  money  for  the  fervice.  *     * 

.  •  Pizarro  having  thus  fettled  the  affairs  which  brought 
him  to  Spain,  paid  a  vifit  to  Tnucillo,  the  place  of 
his  birth,  where  he  found  that  his  father  hid  bcca 
many  years  married  to  a  woman  of  a  good  famiJy,'and 
had  ahree  fons  grown  up  to  a  man*s  cftate,  Ferdinand; 
Gonzalo,  and  Juan;  and  tha^  his  mother  had  been 
married  to  a  farmer,  by  whom  fhe  had  a  ion  ^nanied 
Francis  Martin  de  Alcantara :  thefc^entcred  into  his 
fcrvrce,  and  being  ^greatly  beloved  in  the  neighbour- 
hood^ made  great)  .difpatch  in  pFoviding  whateMTthe 

.    .    -  wanted. 
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wanted. '  He  embarked  with  them. at  Seville  in  the 
month  of  January  1530,  and  fafely  arrived  at  Nombre 
dc  Dios,  on  the  coaffi  of  Terra  Firma,  from  whence 
he  marched  with  his  people  over  land  to  the  cicy  of 
jPanama ;  where  Almagro  was  ib  difgufted  at  his  ha?^' 
ing  engrofled  all  the  honour  and  authority  to  himfeUV 
that  he  refufed  to  afllft  him  in  the  intended  expediv 
tion,  till  Pizarro  promifed  to  relinquifli  the  title  of 
adelantado,  and  to  give  him  an  equal  fhare  in  what- 
ever they  (hould  acquire.  Upon  which  conccffions; 
Almagro  agreed  to  aflift  him  as  formerly  •,  but  though 
he,  for  the  prefent,  fmothered  his  refentment,  he  never 
heartily  forgave  him. 

Three  (hips  being  prepried  at  Panama,  on  board- 
of  which  were  125  foldiers,  37  horfes,  with  arms,' 
ammunition,  and  ftores,  Pizarro  fet  fail  from  thence  if 
but  meeting  with  contrary  winds,  he  found  it  im- 
pofTible  to  keep  the  fea,  with  his  horfes  on  board,  and 
therefore  came  to  an  anchor  above  100  leagues  to  the 
northward  of  Tumbez,  at  a  place  which  he  called  Stv 
Matthew's  Bay.  He  had  here  the  inhumanity  to 
attack  the  natives  without  the  leafl:  provocation,  and 
to  make  many  of  them  prifoners,  when  the  reft  flying 
up  into  the  country,  he  plundered  their  towns,  in 
which  he  found  immenfe  treafures :  for  thefe  people 
being  honeft  themfelves  had  no  fufpicion  of  the  Spa- 
niards, and  therefore  took  no  care  of  hiding  any  thing 
from  them. 

By  this  cruel  condud  Pizarro  foon  became  diftrefled 
for  want  of  provifion,  and  lofing  many  of  his  men  by 
ficknefs  and  hardlhips,  he  too  late  perceived  his 
error,  in  not  courting  the  friendfhip  of  the  natives  ; 
and  being  in  no  condition  to  make  a  conqueft  of  Peru 
with  the  forces  he  had  left,  fent  back  his  (hips  to 
Panama  to  raife  more  recruits.  He  alfo  fent  to  -the 
fame  place  30,000  pefoes  in  gold,  with  a  great  nunw 
ber  of  emeralds. 

In  the  mean  time  Almagro  (ending  Pizarro  a  con« 
iiderable  reinforcement  from  Panama^  and  Ferdinand 
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dc  Soto,  and  other  adventurers,  alfo  arriving  wiA 
troops  from  NicaraRua,  he  thought  himfelf  in  a  con- 
dition to  carry  on  tne  war  upon  the  continent ;  cipe- 
cially  as  he  had  fomc  rcafan  to  cxpcd  that  he  fhould 
be  fupponed  by  the  Tumbezenes.  Accordingly, 
having  provided  a  fuflicient  number  of  floats,  he 
traafpcrted  his  troops  to  Tumbcz  -,  but  loft  fomc  of 
his  men  on  his  landing,  fome  floats  being  ovcrfct  by 
the  fujf  which  beat  upon  the  fliore  ;  and  to  his  great 
furpiize,  feveral  of  his  people  were  attacked  and  cut 
cfl  fay  his  fuppofed  friends. 

The  Spanith  writers  have  given  different  reafons 
for  this  behaviour  in  the  TumbezCiics  :  But  whatever 
Were  the  motives  of  their  oppofing  the  defcent  of  thefc 
ilrangers,  they  were  thrown  in:o  fuch  confuQon  by 
the  Spanifh  horfe  and  artillery,  that  they  Bed  as  die 
Spania'-ds  advanced  ■,  and  after  feveral  thoufands  of 
them  had  been  flaughtered,  were  forced  to  abandon 
Itdt  only  the  city  and  caflle,  but  even  the  whole  valtcf 
of  Tumhez,  and  to  leave  behind  them  all  their  gold 
and  fil>er,  and  other  rich  fpoils  which  lay  heaped  up 
in  the  temple  of  the  fun  and  the  inca's  palace.  Thefe 
were  of  fuch  immcnfe  value,  that  the  .Spaniards  could 
fcarcely  believe  their  eyes,  on  their  finding  them  fi> 
fuddcnly  in  their  poflcfljon  :  and  fo  great  was  the  con- 
fternation  of  the  inca  Atabaliba  and  his  whole  court, 
when  the  fugidves  related  the  flaughter  made  by  the 
fhunderers,  and  the  impoflibility  of  efcaping  the  Sp*. 
nilh  horfcs ;  that  they  concluded,  if  the  Spaniards 
were  not  gods,  as  they  at  firft  conjcftured,  they 
were  certainly  devils  •,  and  that  it  was  impoffible  for 
any  human  force  to  oppofe  them, 

Pizarro  foon  received  intelligence  of  the  terror  he 
bad  fpread  through  the  inca's  court,  of  which  he  re- 
folved  to  take  advantage  as  foon  as  poflible.  He, 
however,  thought  proper  to  defer  his  march,  till  he 
had  credcd  a  flight  fortrels,  that  might  ferve  him  as  9, 
place  of  retreat  and  fecurity,  and  m  which  the  re- 
cruits he  expefted  might  be  quartered.  He  accord» 
ingly  built  one  upon  the  fca-coaft,  and  gave  it  the 
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name  of  Sr.  Michael  (  this  was  pcrfomed  in  the  year 
J531,  and  was  the  &iOi  Spsnini  colony  planted  u| 
Peru. 

By  this  eftabliflimcm  he  pUJnly  difcavered  his  in- 
tention to  remain  in  the  country,  which  it  was  evident 
he  could  not  do  but  by  force  j  and  th-refore  the  newj 
of  his  erefting  a  fortified  towa,  and  coii>pcnng  the 
Indians  who  lived  near  it  to  obey  not  only  hitn,  buC 
the  meaneft  of  thc' Spaniards,  foon  fpread  tbrougll 
the  whole  empire,  and  engaged  the  two  brothers, 
who  were  contending  for  the  throne,  to  turn  their  eyes 
upon  thoi'e  who  might  foon  have  the  erT){iai>e  ac  their 
dirpoial.  As  the  difputcs  between  thefe  two  brothers 
proved  the  chief  cauie  that  brought  tbis  great  empire 
under  fubjection  to  the  Spanidrds,  loTrc  account  of 
the  affairs  o(  Peru  is  previoufly  ncccffiry  to  render  tht 
tranfafUinis  c^  the  Spaaiardi  inieUigabie  i  ibe  latter 
being  infeparable  from  thr  ibrmcr. 

The  inca  or  emperor  Guayanacapa  wis  a  princB 
who  dilUnguilhed  hirafelf  by  his  mariy  virtues-,  but 
being  ambitious,  and  generally  lucoefsful  in  war, 
made  (everal  conriderat)le  additions  to  his  -dominions* 
and  in  particular  fubdued  the  provimce  of  Quito.  Ta 
confirm  his  high  title  to  this  province,  he  marriei  the 
tlaughterof  the  late  fovercjgn,  and  by  her  had  a  fon 
called  Atahualpa  or  Atabaliba,  to  whom  at  bis  death 
he  bequeathed  the  crown  of  Quito,  oo  account  of  ita 
being  independent  of  the  dominions  of  the  incan,  and 
its  defcendmg  to  him  ia  right  of  his  mother.  But 
Huefcar,  Guayanacapa'seldelt  Ion,  who  fucceeded  to 
his  father's  hereditary  dominions,  infilled  upon  Ata- 
baliba'fi  furrendering  the  kingdom  of  Quito,  pro- 
mifing,  ia  return,  to  give  him  a  fhare  of  his  father's 
treafures,  and  to  allign  him  lands  for  ius  fubfiltence. 
Atabaliba  refufed  to  conlent  to  this  propofal  -,  but 
offered  to  pay  homage  to  his  brother  Huetcar  for  the 
crown- 
Both  parties  had  recourfe  to  arms  in  confequence 
of  ibis  dilputc  j  aad  a  general  engagement  enfued 
fi  b  4  whicli 
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which  lafted  for  three  days^  and  was  as  bloody  as  ic 
was  obftina'tc.  At  length  the  focsces  of  Atabaliba 
were  defeated,  and  he  himfelf  taken  prifoner ;  but 
while  the  piards  were  bufy  with  in  the  rejoicings  and 
feftivals  which  followed  the  viAory,  he  found  meana 
to  break  a  hole  through  the  wall  of  the  houfe  where-> 
in  he  was  confined^  by  which  he. made  his  efcape ;  and 
returned  to  his  own  fubjeAs,  whom  he  found  dif- 
plrited  by  their  laft  defeat.  He,  however,  foon  re* 
vi^  their  courage,' by  afluring  them  that  his  father 
fAd  appeared  to  him  in  prifon,  and  by  changing  him 
into  ^  ierpent,  had  giyen  him  an  opportunity  of  Aiding 
through  a  little  hole  in  the  waU, 
r  This  ftory  inftandy  fprcad  through  the  whole  enu 
pire ';  ^The  people  in  general  took  up  arms  in  his  de|- 
mice,  and  ne  had  fixm  a  much  larger  body  offerees 
thaii  etrer.  He  now  defeated  two  or  three  annies 
that  oppofed  him,  leveUed  with  the  ground  the  place 
wforci  he  bad  been  imprifoned ;  and  on  his  arri^fi^  at 
Tumbez  attempted  to  make  hinifelf  maftcrof  the 
iflaiid  of  >Puna,  but  without  fuccefs :  when,  leaving 
that  ifland,  he  matched  with  all  his  forces  to  give 
Huefear  battle,  who  was  advancing  toward  him  with 
a  prodigious  armyw  Atabaliba  hearing  of  his  ap- 
proach, fent  two  of  his  .beft  officers  with  3  or  400Q 
fifi^t  armed  troops  to  obferve  his  brother's  ftrength  ^ 
^imo,  on  their  drawing  near  to  Huefcar's  camp,  ilruck 
out  of  the  high  road  to  avoid  being  difcovered.  Hu-r 
efcar,  at  this  very  inftant,  with  fome  of  his  chief 
courtiers  and  principal  Q0icers,  had  retired  into  the 
fame  bye  road  to  fliun  the  noife  and  buftle  of  his 
lurmyi  when  Atabaliba-s  men  obferving  the  royal 
fUndard,  laid  hold  of  this  ooportunity  of  putting  a 
fyoedj  end  to  the  war ;  ana  immediately  attacking 
j^ue^ar,  defeated  his  guards  and  made  him  prifopen 
Thefe  vi&ors  were,  however,  foom  in  as  much 
danger  as  the  vanquiihed  -,  for  H\jcfcar's  army  being 
inform^  of  what  had  paii^,  furrounded  this  handfu] 
of  mw^  and  thrq^tened  to  OVt  them  ioAwtly  in  pieces 
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In  this  extremity  they  toW  Huefcar,  that  if  he  did 
Dot  immediately  order  his  army  to  retire^  they  vrou}/^ 
cut  off  his  head,  after  which  they  were  determined  ta 
die  upon  the  fpot.  At  the  fame  time  they  obferved^ 
that  he  need  be  under  no  apprehenfion  from  his  con* 
finement»  fince  all  Atabaliba  required,  was  the  per-j 
miflfion  to  enjoy  his  own  kingdom  of  Quito,  which 
being  fecured  to  iiim,  he  was  too  generous  to  detain 
him.  On  this  Huefcar  ordered  his  principal  officers 
to  draw  off  their  forces  to  Cuzco,  where  the  incas 
kept  their  court  ^  and  this  command  was  imnoediatd/ 
obeyed. 

When  Pizarro  entered  Peru,  thmgs  were  in  the  fi- 
tuation  above  defcribed.  He  was  firft  folicited  to 
allift  Huefcar  *,  but  anfwered  in  general  terms  that  he 
was  on  his  march  to  affift  the  diftreiled,  and  fee  jufticc 
impartially  adminiftred.  He  was  afterwards  honourec^ 
with  a  folemn  embaflly  from  Atabaliba,  to  defire  his 
alliance  and  friendfhip.  Upon  which  he  immediately 
refolved  to  viiit  that  prince  at  Caxama^ca,  where  hip 
then  was. 

The  Spaniards  were  foon-  after  met  by  other  am** 
bafladors,  who  came  to  compliment .  Pizarro,  and  to 
prelent  him,  in  the  name  of  the  inca,  with  a  pair  of 

g>ld  bufluns  richly  ornamented,  and  bracelets  of  the 
mc  metal,  fet  with  emeralds,  which  he  was  delired 
to  put  on,  at  his  obtaining  an  audience  of  Atabaliba  ^ 
who  by  leeing  hi$  own  prefents,  would  ealily  know 
him.  Thefe  ambafladors  alfo  made  him  feveral  other 
valuable  prefents,  and  brought  with  them  great  plenqf 
of  provifions,  which  were  much  wanted  by  the  army. 
The  chief  perlbnage  of  this  embaffy  was  of  the  race 
of  the  incas,  and  behaved  with  great  politenefs ;  which 
the  Spaniards  attributed  to  fear,  in  which  they  were 
certainly  right,  though  they  did  not  ftand  in  awe  <£ 
tliem  fo  much  on  account  of  their  arms,  as  from  a  re* 
ligious  motive  ^  for  they  fuperftitbufly  imagined  that 
the  Spaniards  were  the  defcendants  of  the  fun.  They 
loA  M  old  (riidition,  which  biu}  been  uoiverfally  re* 
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ceived,  that  the  elder  fon  of  one  of  their  incas,  who 
kad  lived  many  ages  before,  had  feen  a  ftrange  kind 
of  phantom  who  called  himfelf  Virachoca,  or  oSspring 
of  the  fun.  His  drcfs  and  appearance  were  incircly 
different  from  that  of  the  Peruvians,  who  have  no 
beard,  and  whofe  cloaths  peach  no  lower  than  their 
knees  ;  but  this  phantom  had  a  long  beard,  a  garment 
of  a  very  unufual  make,  which  reached  down  to  his 
feet,  and  he  led  in  his  hand  an  animal  that  was  ab- 
fotutely  unknown  to  the  young  prince.  This  fable 
was  fo  univerfally  bd-eved,  and  fo  firmly  rooted  in 
the  minds  of  the  Peruvians,  that  they  no  fooner  faw 
a  Spaniard  with  a  beard,  his  I'gs  covered,  and  hold- 
ing his  horfc  by  the  bridle,  than  they  cried  out,  Sety 
there  is  the  imaPirachoca,  er  the  fen  ef  the  fun.  This 
opinion,  joined  to  the  dilTcnlions  between  the  two 
brothers,  greatly  facilitated  Pizarro's  conquefts. 

The  Spaniards  on  tbeir  arrival  at  Caxam^lca,  found 
that  Atabaliba  had  retired  to  a  place  at  a  fniall  dif- 
tmcc  Upon  which  'he  general  fent  his  brother  Fer- 
dinand Pizarro  and  Ferdinand  Soio  in  qu;ility  of  anv 
bafladors. 

They  were  received  with  very  great  ceremony,  and 
immediately  introduced  into  the  royal  pretence,  which 
ftrack  the  Spaniards  with  joy  and  reverence  j  for  not 
only  the  ioca,  but  all  who  were  with  him,  glittered 
with  gold  and  jewels. 

When  the  Spaniards  approached  Atabaliba,  who 
was  feated  in  a  chair  of  malTy  gold,  they  faluted  him 
in  the  Spanifti  falhion,  with  which  appearing  well 
pleaded,  he  arofe  and  unbraced  them  :  and  a  golden 
chair  being  brought  for  each,  they  fat  and  were  ferved 
by  two  bcautifiil  princefies,  in  veflels  of  gold  fet  with 
emeralds.  They  had  afterward  a  collauon  of  fruit, 
which  being  over,  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  by  means  of  a 
wretched  interpreter  brought  from  Puna,  made  a  long 
Ipeech,  in  which  he  told  the  inca,  that  Francis  Pi- 
varro,  a  famous  general,  was  come  as  ambalTador  from 
the  high  prieft  of  ^c  Chriftiaa  church,  and  from 
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Chirlcs  V.  the  moft  potent  emperor  upon  earth,  to 
d.liver  him  and  his  fubjeds  from  the  tyranny  of  the 
devilf  and  to  point  out  to  him  the  right  road  to 
heaven.  To  this  the  inca,  they  fuppolcd,  made  a 
patheiic  reply,  as  he  drew  tears  from  the  eyes  of  thofe 
who  undernocxl  him  ;  and  he  concluded  with  telling 
them,  that  he  would  come  the  following  day  to  hold 
a  pcribnal  conference  with  their  general.  They  could 
collcil  but  little  from  his  difcouife,  and  from  the  ab- 
furd  manner,  in  which  their  interpreter  explained 
what  the  inca  had  faid,  they  had  reafon  to  believe  that 
he  had  received  a  very  imperfect  explanation  of  Fer- 
dinand Pizarro's  oration. 

Being  informed  of  this  intended  vifit,  Pizarro  di- 
Tided  his  cavalry,  which  amounted  to  60  men,  into 
three  troops  of  20  each,  and  ported  them  bchi.id  an 
old  wall,  that  their  fudden  appearance  might  have  the 
greater  eflfcft  •,  and  having  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  infantry,  which  amounted  to  only  too  men,  waited 
for  the  coming  of  Atabaliba,  who  advanced  in  re- 
gular order  with  his  army,  which  was  divided  into 
lour  battalions  conlifting  of  Sooo  men  each;  and  as 
foon  as  they  drew  near,  the  inca  addrcfiing  himfelf  to 
his  officers,  faid,  "  Thcfe  people  arc  meflengers  of 
**  the  gods,  let  us  be  (een  to  do  nothing  to  offend 
"  them  1  but  on  the  contrary  ufe  our  uimoft  endea- 
*'  vours  to  gain  them  by  civilities." 

As  he  approached,  father  Vincent  dc  Valverda  ad- 
vanced from  the  Spaniards,  carrying  in  one  hand  a 
crofs,  and  in  the  other  hia  breviary.  At  his  appear- 
ance, the  inca  fcemed  much  furprifcd,  but  received 
him  with  great  refpeft,  and  ordered  a  chair  for  him, 
when  the  father  began  a  long  difcourfe  which  was 
tranflated  by  the  above  wretched  interpreter,  while 
^c  inca  lirtened  very  attentively  to  his  harangue,  in 
which  he  gave  an  account  of  the  myfteries  of  the 
Chriftian  faith,  the  power  of  the  pope,  St.  Peter's 
fuccefibr,  and  the  univerfal  monarchy  of  the  emperor 
Charles  V.  to  wJiich  it  was  neccflary  that  the  inca 
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Ihould  fubmit,  fiir  ocherwife  God  irauld  harden  hi^ 
heart  as  he  did  Pharoah's,  and  thai  the  %aniards 
were  to  inflift  upon  him  all  the  plagues  of  Egfpt. 

To  the  inca^  who  had  never  heard  of  thefe  fubjeAs^ 
this  diflertation  muft  have  had  all  the  appeanmoe  of 
nonfenfe  ^  and  was  rendered  ftill  more  ridiculous  bf 
being  delivered  through  a  channel  To  defpicableand 
barbarous  as  Pizarro's  interpreter.  However;:^- the 
iiica  made  fome  fort  of  reply,  which  was  interpieted 
fb  badly,  that  the  prieft  kneW  no  more  of  the  i»w 
pcror's  meaning,  than  the  emperor  did  of  his.  Thus 
a  icene  of  conmfion  immediately  eitfued,  whicSi  was 
increafed  by  a  tumult  caufed  by  fome  Spaniards,  who 
obferving  an  Indian  idol  upon  i  tower^  richly  adorned 
with  gold,  filver,  and  precious^  ftones,  their  ivarice 
would  not  fuflbr  them  to  wait  longer,  and  thflrefoir 
thev  feU  to  plimdering  it.  They  were  at  firft  op- 
poled  by  the  Indians,  till  the '.  inca,  whofe  com- 
mand was  to  them  equal  to  a  divine  law,  cried  out. 
That  they  (hould  do  nothing  to  of!end  the  children  of 
die  fun. 

Father  Vincent  hearing  the  noife  of  this  tumult, 
turned  about,  and  dropping  his  crofs  and  breviary, 
ran  in  hafte  to  appeafe  it,  when  fome  of  the  perfi- 
dious Spaniards  perceiving  the  crols  trampled  under 
foot,  cried  out,  *^  An  infult  on  Chriftianity,"  and  in- 
ftantly  falling  ^pon  the  Indians,  committed  a  moft: 
dreadful  flaugluiet:^  and  the  horfe  fuddenly  appearing, 
bore  down  aU  before  them ;  the  poor  Indians  falling 
tame  facrifices  to  their  treachery,  without  making  the 
lead  refiftance«  Francis  Pizarro  at  this  inftant  putting 
himfelf  at  the  head  of  the  horfe,  advanced  in  perfon 
to  feize  Aubaliba,  and  laying  hold  of  his  robe^ 
dragged  the  inca  from  the  chariot  in  which  he  fat  on 
the  (houlders  of  his  attendants.  At  which  inftant, 
one  of  the  Spaniards  attempting  to  ftrike  the  emperor 
with  his  fword,  wounded  Pizarro,  which  was  all  the 
Spanifh  blood  fpilt  at  this,  fcene  of  cool,  mercileis 
daughter.     About  5000  Indians  were  inhumanly 
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majlacred,  without  attempting  to  ufe  the  weapons 
they  held  tn  their  hands  ;  for  they  thought  every  com- 
mand of  the  inca  a  part  of  their  religion,  and  of  the 
divine  law,  though  it  was  attended  with  the  lofs  of 
their  lives.  Their  principal  attention  was  fixed  upon 
their  prince,  and  many  of  them  died,  while  eagerly 
endeavouring  10  fupport  his  chariot,  to  which  the  inca 
clung,  while  the  cruel  and  treacherous  Pizarro  drag- 
ged him  from  it.  This  happened  on  the  3d  of  May 
1533,  a  day  kept  facred  by  the  Romilh  church,  in 
honour  of  finding  the  crofs  of  Chrift,  after  its  having 
been  many  years  buried. 

When  this  horrid  fccne  was  over,  Pizarro  caufed 
the  inca  to  be  conveyed  to  his  own  quarters,  and  di- 
redted  that  the  fpoils  of  the  field  ihould  be  brought 
before  him,  which  confifted  of  large  gold  and  filvcr 
veficls,  fine  garments,  jewels  and  ornaments,  belong- 
ing to  the  inca,  the  royal  family,  and  great  officers. 
There  were  alio  taken  many  of  the  women  of  quality, 
•nd  ibme  of  the  confecrated  virgins.  That  very  day 
Pizarro  impioufly  direfted,  that  ihankfgivings  to  God 
ffiould  be  offered  upon  the  very  fpot  where  the  earth 
was  covered  with  ihc  dead  bodies  of  the  poor  Peru- 
vians thus  inhumanly  murdered  and  plundered. 
■  The  next  day  Pizarro  lent  a  detachment  of  hts 
forces  to  plunder  the  inca's  camp  -,  where  he  met  with 
an  immeiifc  quantity  of  riches,  though  the  Peruvian 
generals  are  faid  to  have  removed  3000  loads  of  gold 
and  filvcr  before  the  Spaniards  arrived  there.  To 
induce  the  Indians  not  to  carry  off  or  conceal  any  more 
of  their  treafurcs,  Pizarro  caufed  it  to  be  proclaimed, 
thar  the  inca  was  alive,  and  that  they  were  at  liberty 
10  come  and  wait  upon  him  as  ufual.  Upon  which 
many  of  the  generals  and  great  officers  returned  to 
Caxamalca  10  attend  their  captive  fovcreign.  Hc 
^Ifo  caufed  the  inca's  women  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  luffcred  him  to  be  ferved  in  the  fame  manner  ai 
before  hit  misfortunes,  though  he  kept  him  In  fetters  1 
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at  which  the  inca  could  not  forbear  romctimes  ftwwbg 
his  refcntmcnt. 

Atnbaliba,  ftill  anxious  for  his  libeny,  and  ob- 
Icrving  the  infatiable  ihirit  of  the  Spaniards  after  gold 
and  filvcr,  made  them  an  offer  of  filling  a  Urge  room 
in  the  caftle  of  Caxamalca  with  thcfc  metals,  as  high 
as  an  ordinary  man  could  reach  his  hand  :  a  propofal 
which  amazed  the  Spaniards,  and  which  they  gladly 
accepted.  For  this  purpofe  he  defircd  that  fome  Spa- 
nilb  officers  might  be  lent  with  his  own  people  to 
Cuzco,  and  other  cities,  to  fetch  the  treafures  dc- 
pofited  there  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  ilTued  his  orders, 
that  the  Spaniards  who  were  dilpatched  to  thofe 
places  fhould  be  hofpitably  entertained  in  the  coun- 
tries  through  which  they  paffed,  and  receive  all  the 
afliftance  his  fubje^s  could  give  them. 

Almagro,  in  the  mean  while,  having  inlifted  150 
men  at  Panama,  had  embarked  with  them  for  Peru> 
in  order  to  reinforce  Pizarro,  but  had  been  obliged  by 
contrary  winds  to  land  at  Cape  Francifco^  wh«re  be 
was  joined  by  another  party  of  the  Spaniards,  who 
were  going  to  ftare  Pizarro's  fortune.  His  whole 
body  now  amounted  to  between  z  and  300 ;  but 
having  loft  by  ficknefs  and  fatigue  30  or  40  of  Jus 
men,  he  at  length  arrived  at  the  Spanilh  colony  of 
St.  Michael's,  where  he  was  informed  that  Pizarro 
had  made  the  emperor  Atabaliba  prifoner,  and  had 
taken  poflcffion  of  a  vaft  treafure.  Fearing  that  he 
would  refufe  him  his  dividend,  he  confulted  his 
officers,  whether  they  fhould  not  proceed  in  queft  of 
fome  new  difcovery  independendy  of  Pizarro  :  but  a 
faithful  account  of  this  deliberation  being  privately 
difpatched  to  Pizarro,  by  Almagro's  fecretary,  he  im- 
mediately fent  feveral  very  obliging  meflages  to  At- 
nagro  to  alfure  him  of  his  integrity,  and  to  invite 
him  to  join  him :  at  the  fame  time  he  let  him  know, 
that  there  were  fome  people  who  endeavoured  to  ibw 
divifions  between  them,  and  Intreated  him  to  be  on 

his 
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its  guard ;  as  that  might  end  in  the  ruin  of  one  or 
Jtoth  of  thfm,  as  wdl  as  the  dcftru-^tion  of  :hcir  en- 
jperprize.  To  lupport  this  advice,  lie  I'cnc  him  the 
lencr  he  had  received  from  the  fecr^cary,  which  Al- 
■lagro  no  tboner  faw,  than  he  cauied  him  to  be 
lunged. 

Atdbaliba's  folicicude  about  bis  liberty,  was  much 
iocrcafed  by  the  report  of  Almagro's  arrival :  for  he 
wiiely  judged,  that  the  infolence  of  the  Spaniardi 
would  be  augmented  in  proportion  to  their  ftrength. 
He  therefore  haftened  the  bringing  in  the  treafore  he 
had  offered  for  his  ranfom,  that  he  might  obtain  his 
Jiberty  before  Pizarro  was  joined  by  Almagro.  But 
another  accidem  happened  about  the  fame  time, 
which  he  apprehended  might  prove  ftill  more  fatal  to 
fclm  1  for  the  Spajxifh  officers  who  were  fent  with  ha 
]>eop]e  to  Cuzco,  happening  to  pais  through  the 
»wn,  where  Huefcar  his  brother  was  confined  m  pri- 
ibn,  went  to  fee  him,  and  told  him  what  Atabaliba 
Iiad  offered  for  his  ranfom.  That  prince  replied,  that 
he  had  been  unjulUy  depofed  by  his  brother,  who 
had  no  right  either  to  ttie  empire  or  the  tfo^urcs  he* 
had  promifed  *,  and  that  as  he  had  heard  one  principal 
defign  of  their  comtog  was  to  relieve  the  ddbcfled, 
he  did  not  doubt  but  they  would  releafe  him  from  his 
captivity,  and  reftore  him  to  his  throne,  which  be 
Ihould  not  only  gratefully  acknowledge,  but  would 
^■e  them  more  treafure  than  it  was  in  the  ufurper*! 
power  to  beftow  :  for  his  loyal  fubjefts  having  buried 
jnoft  of  their  gold  and  Giver  on  his  being  made  pri- 
foncr,  would  readily  produce  it  again,  and  pay  it  fbr 
his  ranfom. 

Pizarro's  mcflengers  liftened  to  his  overtures,  and 

Eromiled  the  inca  that  juftice  Ihould  be  dune  him; 
ut,  however,  left  that  prince  in  prifon,  and  con- 
.Onucd  their  journey  to  Cuzco.  Mean  white  Ataba- 
liba,  being  informed  of  thej'e  overtures,  refolred  to 
j)ut  his  brother  to  death  :  but  reflcfting  that  the  Spa- 
diianis  might  make  this  a  pretence  for  taking  away  his 
Ml  own 
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own  life,  he  refolved  to  found  Pizarro's  iifcKitatioft 
upon  the  fubjeft ;  which  he  did  by  informing  him^ 
with  the  appearance  of  much  affedion  and  coiKrem^ 
that  his  brother  had  been  murdered.  But  finding 
that  Pizarro  was  not  at  all  moved  at  this  it^ws^  Mid 
only  replied,  that  this  was  the  fortune  of  war,  and 
that  the  lives  of  captives  were  at  the  conqueror's  dif- 
pofal,  he  difpacched  an  exprefs  for  putting  Huefcar  to 
death ;  and  hb  orders  were  immediately  executed. 

No  fooner  was  the  murder  of  Hueicar  known,  than 
the  Peruvians  made  great  lamentauons,  and  cried  to 
heaven  for  vengeance  on  his  murderers.  It  is  even 
faid,  that  fome  defired  the  Spaniards  to  revenge  it« 
Mean  while  the  officers  who  were  fent  to  Cuzco  were, 
on  their  arrival  there,  adored  by  the  people  as  the 
true  defcendants-of  the  fun :  but  they  foon  perceived 
that  they  ought  to  deduce  their  original  from  a  bafer 
fountain.  1  hey  were  afflicted  to  find  that  fo  pro- 
fligate a  race  of  men,  who  trampled  upon  every  thing 
they  held  facred,  and  whofe  avarice  feemed  to  exceed 
all  bounds,  (hould  become  the  mafters  of  their  coun- 
try :  and  from  that  time  they  meditated  how  they 
might  throw  off  the  intolerable  yoke  they  perceived 
the  Spaniards  were  about  to  lay  upon  them.  They 
durft  not,  however,  difobey  the  commands  of  Atar 
baiiba,  but  having  amaifed  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
treafure,  they  fent  it  to  Caxamalca. 

Pizarro  Ueing  informed  that  great  riches  were 
lodged  in  the  temple  of  the  Invifible  God,  he  dif- 
patched  his  three  brothers  thither  with  the  Peruvian 
officers  deputed  by  Atabaliba :  but  the  priefts  beins 
informed,  that  fome  of  their  temples  had  been  ruined 
hy  the  Spaniards,  endeavoured  to  prevent  their  fuffiir- 
ing  the  like  misfortune,  by  fending  away  400  carriers 
loaded  with  gold,  filver,  and  jewels,  before  the  Spa- 
niards arrived,  which  were  either  buried  in  the  earth, 
or  carried  to  fuch  a  diftance  that  the  Spaniards  could 
never  difcover  them.  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  however, 
found  as  ^much  plate  in  this  temple  as  amounted  to 

9c 


by  FRANCIS  PIZARRO.        385 

9000  crowns,  befide  what  was  embezzled  by  the 
Ibldiers. 

By  this  time  Almagro  was  advanced  into  the  neigh* 
bourhood  of  Caxamsuca,  Pizarro  going  out  to  meet 
him,  received  him  with  all  pofllble  marks  of  affedtion 
and  efteem,  and  offered  him  fuch  a  (hare  in  the  fpoils 
as  made  him  perfefUy  eafy.  But  his  foldiers,  who 
expefted  to  divide  the  booty  with  thofc  who  had 
fervcd  under  Pizarro,  were  ready  to  mutiny  on  their 
being  told,  that  they  were  intitled  to  no  part  of  it. 
They  were  however  foon  appeafed  by  Pizarro  agree- 
ing to  diftribute  100,000  ducats  among  them.  The 
reft  of  the  plunder,  after  the  emperor's  fifth  was  dc- 
dufted,  was  divided  by  Pizarro  among  his  officers 
and  foldiers  ;  and  it  is  faid,  that  after  he  had  referved 
the  inca*s  golden  chair  for  his  own  ufe,  he  diflributed 
as  much  gold  and  filver  place  among  the  foldiers,  as 
amounted  to  above  1,500,000  crowns ;  which,  con- 
fidering  the  value  of  gold  and  filver  at  that  time,  was 
more  than  1 5,000,000  of  crowns  now.  But  as  large 
as  this  fum  appears  in  round  numbers,  it  will  yet  be 
found  more  extraordinary  and  furprizing,  if  we  con- 
fider  among  how  fmall  a  number  of  men  it  was  di- 
vided. It  appears  from  good  memoirs,  that  upon 
this  divifion,  each  horfeman  had  to  his  (liare  near 
2000  ounces  of  gold,  and  the  meaneft  foldier  the  va* 
lue  of  2000  h  (lerling. 

Ferdinand  Pizarro  was  now  chofcn  as  the  fitted  pcr- 
fon  to  go  to  Europe,  and  wait  on  the  emperor  Charles 
V.  with  his  (hare  of  the  treafure  •,  when  about  60  of 
the  private  men  infifted  upon  their  dilcharge,  that 
they  might  go  home,  and  peaceably  enjoy  the  wealth 
they  had  obtained.  This  was  violently  oppofcd  by 
Almagro,  and  moft  of  the  council :  however,  Francis 
Pizarro  over-ruled  this  oppofition,  by  obfcrving  that 
nothing  could  be  more  political  than  allowing  them 
to  return  home ;  for  as  the  meaneft  foldier  would  de- 
part fo  very  rich,  they  might  be  certain  of  gaining  ten 
men  for  every  one  they  loft. 
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Before  his  departure,  Ferdinand  Pizarro  went  to 
take  his  leave  of  Atabaliba,  with  whom  he  was  in 
greater  efteem  than  any  of  the  Spanifh  officers.  The 
emperor  therefore  was  much  concerned  at  his  depar- 
ture, and  faid,  ^'  My  Lord,  you  are  going  home, 
:  **  which  is  certainly  matter  of  joy  to  you,  though  it 
**  fills  me  with  grief-,  for  I  already  apprehend  that 
**  before  your  return,  the  man  with  one  eye,  (mean- 
"  ing  Almagro,)  and  the  other  with  the  great  belly, 
"  (which  was  the  king's  treafurer,)  will  put  an  end 
"  to  my  life  :  let  us  then  take  our  laft  farewel.'* 

Nor  was  his  conjedure  ill  founded,  for  the  Spa- 
niards, who  had  been  fent  for  the  reft  of  Atabaliba's 
ranfom,  making  a  report  of  the  prodigious  quantities 
of  the  gold  they  had  brought,  and  the  reafons  they 
had  for  believing  that  much  greater  were  concealed, 
Almagro  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  they  fhould  wait 
no  longer,  but  difpatch  the  inca,  and  then  make  as 
much  bafte  as  poflible  to  get  into  their  pofle(fion  all 
the  gold  in  Peru.  A  cruel  refolution,  which,  though 
Francis  Pizarro  at  firft  fcemed  to  rcjeft  with  horror, 
he  afterward  gave  it  his  approbation,  on  account  of 
his  being  treated  with  fome  degree  of  contempt  by 
Atabaliba,  and  his  giving  a  vifible  preference  to  other 
officers  in  the  Spanifh  army  •,  the  reafon  of  which  is 
very  fmgular,  and  cannot  fail  of  giving  pleafure  to  the 
judicious  reader. 

Atabaliba  was  a  prince  of  great  penetration,  and 
therefore  laboured  to  obtain  as  perfect  a  knowledge 
as  poffible  of  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  abilities  of 
the  Spaniards,  in  order  that  he  might  be  the  better 
able  to  deal  with  them,  if,  upon  the  payment  of  the 
fum  propolbd  for  his  ranfom,  they  Ibould  aftually  re- 
ftore  him  to  liberty.  What  particularly  puzzled  him, 
and  fcemed  moft  unaccountable,  was  their  having  the 
art  of  writing  and  reading,  he  not  being  able  to  com- 
prehend whether  it  was  a  natural  endowment,  or  was 
acquired  by  labour  and  application.  In  order  to  ob- 
tain fatisfadion,  he  a(ked  one  of  the  Spanifh  foldiers^ 

whether 


by   FRANCIS   PIZARRO.        ^ 

Vhfither  he  could  exprefs  the  name  of  God  upon  hia 
thumb-nail  ?  the  man  readily  anfwered  that  he  could, 
■  and  accordingly  wrote  it ;  after  which  the  inca  went 
to  feveral  of  :he  captains  and  foldiers,  and  Hicwing 
them  his  thumb-nail,  afked  if  they  lincw  what  that 
mark  fignified  ?  and  from  their  anfwers,  bt-gan  to  en- 
tertain an  opinion,  that  reading  and  writing  were  na- 
tural to  the  nation.  Francis  Pizarro  falling  in  bis 
way,  he  afked  him  the  fame  queftion  ;  but  he,  who 
was  neither  able  to  read  or  wrlic,  bluflied,  and  turned 
away  without  refolving  the  quellion  ;  which  not  only 
changed  Atabaliba's  "opinion,  with  refpeft  to  ihefe 
accompli (hments,  which  he  now  plainly  faw  were  the 
fruits  of  education  ;  but  gave  him  a  very  low  opinion 
of  the  general,  whofe  original  he  was  perfuaded  mult 
have  been  but  mean,  fincc  he  was  in  this  refpeft  ex- 
ceeded in  knowledge  by  the  pooreft  of  his  foldiers. 

His  contempt  for  Pizarro,  however,  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  his  ruin;  which  was  complcated  by  the  vil- 
Jany  of  the  wretched  interpreter  already  mentioned ; 
who  falling  in  love  with  one  of  Atabaliba's  wives, 
that  monarch  was  fo  incenfed,  that  he  let  Pizarro 
know,  that  the  fellow  deferved  to  be  put  to  death, 
which  the  general  turned  into  jett.  Upon  this  the 
interpreter  reiblved  to  be  revenged,  and  accufed  the 
inca  of  contriving  the  deftruition  of  the  Spaniards-, 
when  the  general  ordered  that  this  wild  and  ridiculous 
ftory  fliould  be  digefled  into  a  formal  acculation. 
ComrHidioncrs  were  appointed  to  try  Atabaliba  ;  and 
the  following  charge  was  with  great  formality  brought 
Bgainft  him :  That  the  late  inca  being  his  eldclfc 
brother  and  lawful  fovcreign,  and  himfelf  a  baftard, 
Jic  had  caufed  him  to  be  depofed  and  imprilbned,  and 
afterwards  uPurped  his  throne :  that  he  had  caufed  his 
faid  brother  to  be  murdered  :  that  Atabaliba  was  an 
idolater;  that  he  caufed  his  fubjeifts  to  facrifice  men 
and  children :  that  he  had  raifed  unjuft  wars,  and 
been  guilty  of  the  blood  of  many  people;  that  he 
kept  a  great  many  concubines :  that  he  had  exacted 
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taxes  and  tribute  of  the  Peruvians,  fince  the  Spaniards 
were  become  in  poflefllon  of  his  country,  and  had 
even  confumed  and  embezzled  the  public  treafure  % 
and  that  he  had  incited  the  Indians  to  rebel  and  make 
war  againfl  the  Spaniards  fince  he  had  been  their . 
prifoncr. 

Upon  thefe  abfurd  and  ridiculous  articles,  this  (b- 
vereign  prince  was  tried,  in  the  midft  of  his  own  do- 
minions, by  the  invaders  of  his  country :  and  what 
ftill  adds  to  the  abfurdity,.he  was  tried^  not  by  the 
laws  of  Peru,  or  by^  the  law  of  nations  eftabliihed  by 
any  country ;  but  by  thofe  of  Spain ;  and  being  found 
guilty,  was  condemned  to  be  burnt  alive.  It  ought 
however  to  be  obfervcd,  in  juftice  to  the  reft  of  the 
Spaniards,  that  almoft  all  the  principal  perfons  in  the 
army  declared  againft  this  vile  proceeding,  and  even 
delivered  a  proteft  in  writing  againft  it. 

Father  Vincent,  after  being  concerned  in  this  mock 
fhew  of  juftice,  undertook  the  inca's  converfion ;  and 
the  argument  he  ufed  to  induce  him  to  be  baptized, 
was  worthy  of  fuch  a  preacher.  He  promifed,  that  if 
he  would  die  a  Chriftian,  inftead  of  being  burned,  he 
fliould  be  only  ftrangled,  which  had  the  defined  efFcft ; 
and  to  the  eternal  diflionour  of  all  who  were  concern- 
ed in  this  iniquitous  proceeding,  he  was  baptized  in 
the  evening,  and  ftrangled  the  next  morning. 

The  events  thit  followed  the  death  of  the  Inca 
Atabaliba,  plainly  (hew  that  human  nature  is  the  lame 
in  all  countries  and  climates.  Rumnavi,  one  of  Ata- 
baliba's  generals,  who  had  retired  from  the  bloody 
flaughter  at  Caxamalca,  with  the  rear-guard  of  his 
army,  feized  upon  the  province  of  Quito,  and  no 
fooner  heard  of  his  fovereign's  death,  than  he  cut  to 
pieces  fuch  of  his  officers  as  he  believed  firmly 
attached  to  his  late  maftcr :  while  Quifquis,  another 
of  his  generals,  who  had  been  Huefcar's  executioner, 
attempted,  with  a  ftill  larger  army,  to  fecure  part  of 
the  province  of  Cuzco.  This  attempt  was  fupportcd 
with  fo  little  bravery,  that  he  fled  before  a  handful 
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of  Spaniards  who  were  fent  in  purfuit  of  him ;  but  a 
few  of  thefe  pufhing  too  far,  and  falling  into  his 
hands,  he  cauied  them  to  be  put  to  death. 

This  general  jiiftly  apprehending,  that  he  could  not 
upon  his  own  intereft  and  ftrength,  maintain  himfelf 
againft  the  other  Indian  commanders,  as  well  as 
againft  the  Spaniards  j  contrived  to  get  into  his  power 
a  younger  brother  of  the  inca,  whofe  name,was  Paullu, 
whom  he  perfuadcd  to  take  the  title  of  emperor. 
This  young  prince  difcovered  a  greatnefs  of  foul 
worthy  of  the  higheft  praife,  and  gencroufiy  told 
Quifquis,  that  he  fcorncd  to  derive  that  authority 
from  the  mifery  of  the  empire,  which  he  could  not 
hope  for  in  better  times,  and  efteemed  it  far  more 
honourable  to  be  thought  a  good  man,  than  a  bad 
monarch :  which  had  fuch  an  effcifl  upon  Qiiifquls, 
that  though  he  had  this  prince  in  his  power,  he  allowed 
him  to  retire.  Whereupon  he  went  to  Francis  Pi- 
zarro,  and  told  him  that  the  true  heir  of  the  empire 
was  his  cldcft  brother  Manco  Capac;  and  that  If,  as 
he  pretended,  he  propofcd  to  do  juftice,  and  to  proteft 
thofe  who  had  right  on  their  fide,  he  ought  to  declare 
in  favour  of  that  prince,  who  had  already  a  good 
army,  and  who,  with  the  alTiftance  of  the  Spaniards, 
would  infallibly  reftore  the  luflrc  of  the  imperial 
diadem. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  country  in  a 
worfe  ficuation  than  Peru  was  now  in,  or  a  nation  in 
greater  diftraftion  than  its  inhabitants.  They  were 
difpirited  with  fuperftitious  fears  of  the  Spaniards, 
which  prevented  their  confidering  their  own  ftrength  ; 
and  on  the  other  hand,  were  divided  into  different 
faflions,  headed  by  different  princes,  at  a  time  when 
union  alone  was  abiolutely  neccflary  for  their  prelerva- 
tion.  Pizarro,  alter  having  gratified  his  rcfentment, 
thought  fit  to  treat  rhe  corpie  of  Atabaliba  with  the 
refpeft  due  to  a  Ibvereign  prince.  He  celebrated  his 
funeral  with  great  folemnity,  and  went  into  mourning 
for  him  J  but  he  loon  difcovered  how  dcteftable  this 
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murder  rendered  him  in  the  opinion  of  the  nativai,' 
The  two  faftions  intlantly  united  againft:  him  under 
Manco  Capac,  the  brother  and  heirof  Hucfcar,  who 
was  proclaimed  inca  at  Cuzco,  Upon  which  Pizarro 
proclaimed  Toparpa,  the  fon  of  Atabaltba ;  caufed 
him  to  wear  the  imperial  coronet ;  to  be  treated  with 
the  fame  honours  as  his  father  i  and  ifllied  fuch  orders 
in  his  name  as  were  for  iht  interefl:  of  the  Spaniards. 
This  emperor,  however,  died  foon  after,  when  Pi- 
zarro imagining  iha:  nothing  could  eftablifh  the  do- 
minion  of  the  Sj-aniards  in  Peru,  more  than  his  ob- 
taining pofleflion  of  Cuzco  its  capital,  he  began  his 
inarch  thicher  wi[h  all  his  forces,  which  conlilted  of 
jicar  4Q0  men,  befides  fuch  as  were  ftiled  confederate 
Indians. 

Mean  whikAtauchi,  brother  to  Atabaliba,  having 
colleiSed  a  large  quantity  of  treafure,  to  purchafe  his 
brother's  ranfom,  brought  it  to  Caxamalca  :  but  find- 
ing Atabaliba  murdered,  and  the  Spaniards  marched 
from  thence,  refolved  to  be  revenged  ;  and  joining 
his  forces  with  fome  Peruvian  generals,  furprifed  the 
Spaniards  upon  their  march  to  Cuzco,  killed  fome  of 
them,  and  took  feveral  prifoners.  Among  thcfe  pri- 
foners  was  Sanco  de  Cuellar,  who  had  drawn  up  the 
procefs  agaioft  Atabaljba,  and  attended  his  execution. 
With  thefe  prifoners  the  Indian  generals  returned  to 
Caxamalca,  where  they  caufed  De  Cuellar  to  be 
ftrangled  on  the  very  Ipot  where  the  emperor  was  put 
to  death.  But  being  informed  that  fome  of  the  other 
prifoners  had  proteEted  againft  the  inca's  murder,  they 
not  only  rparcd  their  lives,  but  ordered  the  wounded 
to  be  cured,  and  difmifled  them  with  confiderablc 
prefeuts,  on  their  figning  the  following  articles. 
That  all  a£l:s  of  hofti.lity  Ihoujd  be  forgiven  on  both 
fides  :  that  for  the  future,  peace  fliould  be  inviolably 
maintained  between  the  Peruvians  and  Spaniards  ; 
that  the  former  ftiould  allow  Manco  Capac  to  afcend 
the  throne  of  Peru  :  that  fuch  Indians  as  they  held  in 
vhains  (houlJ  be  fet  at  liberty:  that  for  the  future, 
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no  Peruvian  Ihould  be  loaded  with  fetters  -,  and  that 
the  Spaniards  Ihould  not  treat  them  as  (laves,  but  as 
'  freemen,  and  be  allowed  to  entertain  Peruvians  as 
hired  fervants :  that  all  the  laws  of  their  country 
Ihouid  be  inviolably  oblcrved,  which  were  not  repug- 
nant to  thole  of  Chriftianity :  and  that  this  treaty 
fhould  be  ratified  by  the  Spanifli  general  and  his  fo- 
vercign  the  emperor  of  Germany.  The  Spaniards 
infilled  on  having  the  free  cxercife  of  their  religion  i 
on  having  lands  afligncd  them  for  their  fubfiftancei 
and  free  liberty  of  trade,  without  paying  any  taxes. 
All  which  were  granted  them. 

But  reaibnable  and  generous  as  thefe  articles  were, 
Pizarro  and  Almagropofitively  refofcd  to  ratify  them; 
and  would  hear  nothing  but  an  abfolute  fubmifTion  of 
their  country  and  perlbns  to  the  will  of  the  Spaniards. 
Continuing  his  march  therefore  toward  Cuzco,  he 
was  again  attacked  at  fome  ditHcuIi  palles  in  the 
mountains,  by  feveral  parties  of  Peruvians :  but 
finding  ihemlclvcs  uniblc  to  rcfift  their  fire-arms  and 
horfes,  they  fled  to  the  capital  1  declaring  that  it  was 
in  vain  for  any  human  force  to  oppofe  the  Spaniards, 
who  were  armed  with  thunder  and  lightning.  The 
inhabitants  of  Cuzco,  upon  this,  fled  with  their  wives 
and  children,  and  what  was  nioft  valuable  to  them» 
to  the  woods  and  mountains.  Pizarro  entered  the 
city  without  oppofuion,  m  October,  1532;  and 
though  the  citizens  had  time  tocarryoff  their  goods,  he 
met  with  immenfe  treafure  :  and  as  it  was  the  cuftom 
of  the  country  10  bury  with  their  great  men  the  befl 
part  of  the  riches  they  pofiefled,  thefe  conquerors, 
who  made  no  difficulty  of  rifling  fepulchres,  found 
as  much  wealth  in  the  tombs,  as  in  the  habitations  of 
the  living.  1  he  plunder  of  the  city  has  been  com- 
puted to  amount  at  leafl  to  the  full  value  of  Ataba- 
hba's  ranfom. 

Pizarro  having  now  made  himfelf  mafter  of  the  ca- 
pital, thought  fit  to  invite  the  inhabitants  to  return 
10  their  dwellings  ;  as  he  juftly  concluded,  that  if  the 
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peope  were  rendered  defperate,  thewhok  power  of 
the  empire  might  affembL'  againft  him.  The  Indi- 
ans accepted  this  invitation,  and  returned  to  their 
houfes  J  and  even  the  Inca  made  fome  overtures,  in- 
timating that  he  would  be  content  to  embrace  the 
Chriftian  religion,  and  hold  his  dominions  of  the  em- 

})eror  of  Germany,  provided  that  neither  he  nor  his 
iibjeds  fhould  for  the  future  be  molefted  either  in 
their  perfons  or  eftates.  Pizarro  giving  him  all  pof- 
fible  encouragement,  he  came  in  peribn  to  Cuzco, 
where  he  was  proclaimed  Inca,  and  invefted  with  that 
dignity  in  the  fame  manner  as  his  predcccflbrs  j  Pi- 
zarro at  the  fame  time  agreeing  to  obferve  the  articles 
already  mentioned.  Thefe  pacific  meafures  were  in- 
deed become  neccflary,  intelligence  being  received 
that  all  the  fouthern  provinces  of  Peru  were  aflem- 
bling  againft  them,  in  behalf  of  the  inca  Manco  Ca- 
pac  -,  and  from  Pizarro^s  knowing  that  Rumi^avi, 
Quifquis,  and  other  Peruvian  generals,   had  taken 

Eoffeflion  of  Quito,  which  had  a  little  before  obliged 
im  to  fend  a  confiderable  detachment  under  the  com- 
mand of  Sebaftian  Belancazar  to  reinforce  the  colony 
at  St.  Michael's,  and  to  make  head  againft  the  Pe- 
ruvian generals  in  Quito. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  and  his  officers  were  thus 
employed  in  the  rcduftion  of  feveral  provinces  of  the 
empire,  they  were  fuddenly  interrupted  by  an  unex- 
pefted  invafion  of  their  countrymen.  Don  Pedro  dc 
^Iverado,  who  had  diftinguilhed  himfelf  with  Cor- 
tes in  the  conqueft  of  Mexico,  hearing  of  the  vaft 
wealth  obtained  by  thefe  adventurers,  was  refolvcd 
to  come  in  for  a  (hare.  As  he  was  poffefled  of  the 
province  of  Guaiimala,  he  fitted  out  feveral  (hips, 
and  landed  at  Puerto  Vejo ;  crofled  a  part  of  the 
Andes  near  the  equator;  and  was  met  in  the  valley 
of  Riobamba  by  a  large  body  of  troops  fent  by  Pi. 
zarro,  under  the  command  of  Almagrp,  who  had 
joined  Belancazar.  A  battle  now  feemed  almoft  ine- 
vitable ;  but  a  nj^gotiation  being  entered  into,  and  a 

private 
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private  treaty  figned  between  them ;  Alverado  agreed 
CO  return  to  his  own  government,  in  confideracion  of 
his  being  paid  ioo,coo  pefoes  of  gold  to  defray  the 
expence  of  fitting  out  his  fleet :  and  prbmifed  never 
to  attempt  an  invafion  of  Peru  during  the  lives  of 
Pizarro  or  Almagro.  Things  being  thus  amicably 
fettled,  Alverado  and  Almagro  joined  their  forces, 
in  order  to  march  to  Cuzco  to  procure  Pizarro's  rati- 
fication of  the  treaty :  but  Pizarro,  who  chofe  to  pre- 
vent his  arrival  at  that  capital,  met  him  by  the  way, 
and  accommodated  matters  to  their  mutual  fatisfac- 
tion. 

Alverado,  after  he  had  fufficiently  refted  and  re- 
freftied  himfelf,  took  his  leave  of  the  two  generals, 
highly  fatisficd  both  with  the  treatment  he  had  met 
with,  and  the  treafures  he  had  acquired.  Almagro 
then  went  back  to  Cuzco,  while  Pizarro  (laid  be- 
hind to  fearch  for  a  proper  place*  for  founding  a  new 
city  J  which  he  at  length  built  on  the  fca  coaft  on  the 
banks  of  the  little  river  Lima,  in  iz"*  30',  fouth  la- 
titude, 120  miles  weft  of  Cuzco.  The  firft  ftone 
was  laid  on  the  6th  of  January,  1534.;  and  from  its 
being  the  feaft  of  Epiphany,  he  called  the  town  Villa 
de  los  Reyes,  or  the  city  of  kings.  This  place  is 
now  the  capital  of  Peru,  and  is  kno\vn  by  the  name 
of  Lima.  He  then  proceeded  along  the  coaft  of  the 
South  Sea  to  a  place  about  300  miles  farther  north, 
where  he  founded  another  city ;  which,  from  the  place 
of  his  birth,  he  called  Truxillo. 

While  Francis  Pizarro  was  employed  in  building 
this  laft  city,  he  received  advice,  that  his  brother 
Ferdinand  had  in  a  great  meafure  fucceeded  in  his 
negotiation  at  the  court  of  Spain  5  having  procured 
for  him  the  title  of  Marquis  de  los  Atabilios,  with 
the  revenues  of  that  province,  and  a  large  increaie 
of  territory,  which  was  to  be  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  New  Caftile  :  that  he  had  alfo  obtained  for 
Almagro  the  poft  of  marflial  of  Peru,  and  a  govern- 
ment 200  leagues  in  extent  to  the  fouthward  of  the 

country 
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country  aflTigaed  tx)  the  marquis  Pizarro ;  but  that  as 
to  his  demand  of  the  vafTalage  of  20,000  Indians, 
the  emperor  refufed  to  grant  it  him,  till  he  was  in- 
formed of  the  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  what  con- 
iequences  might  proceed  from  it,  when  he  would 
(how  him  all  the  favour  in  that  particular  that  was 
confiftent  with  jufticc. 

As  the  afliftance  of  the  Peruvians  was  dill  necef- 
iary  to  the  Spjiniards,  they  endeavoured  to  keep  fair 
with  them,  yet  at  the  fame  dme  awed  them  with 
troops  in  different  places  *.  they  ftrengthened  Belanca- 
zar  at  Quito,  and  a  large  body  marched  to  the  north- 
eaft  to  reduce  fome  provinces  bordering  on  the  im- 
menfe  ridge  of  mountains  called  the  Andes ;  and 
thus  (hewed,  that  they  were  very  far  from  intending 
to  perform  the  agreement  made  with  the  Peruvians. 

Aimagro  having  refolved  upon  his  fouthern  expe- 
dition, the  inca  Manco,  in  hopes  of  obUging  the 
Spaniards,  afllfted  him  with  15,000  men,  under  the 
conduct  of  his  brother  PauUu,  and  Villachuma,  or 
as  he  is  called  by  the  Spaniih  hiftorians,  Villahoma. 
With  this  body  of  men  Aimagro  began  his  march  in 
the  year  1545,  and  proceeded  ibuthward  as  far  as 
the  province  of  Charcas ;  which  he  (lighted  as  not 
worth  keeping,  on  account  of  its  being  a  barren 
and  inhofpitable  country  *,  In  this  province  Almar 
gro  was  informed  of  two  pa(rages  into  Chili,  both 
of  them  attended  with  extraordinary  di(Kculty ;  the 
one  being  through  a  hot  Tandy  defart,  where  his  peo- 
ple muft  be  prepared  to  encounter  the  fevercft  at- 
tacks of  heat  and  thirft ;  the  other  lying  over  prodi- 
gious mountains  covered  with  fnow,  fo  craggy  and 
Iteep  as  fcarce  to  admit  of  being  climbed,  and  (b  in- 
tenfely  cold  as  to  be  impa(rable,  except  at  one  fear 
fon  of  the  year. 

*  This  has,  however,  fince  pro? ed  the  moft  valuable  of  all  the 
SpaniO)  acqoifuions,  as  it  contains  the  rich  mountains  of  Pocofi, 
from  whence  more  (ilver  has  been  brought  into  Europe,  than  from 
any  other  mines  hitherto  dilcovercd. 

7  Aimagro 
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Almagro  coriTidering  that  the  latter  was  the  ihoiter 
fxnid,  and  that  cold,  however  (harp,  was  more  fup- 
portable  to  European  conftitutions  tnan  exceflive  heat^ 
chofe  that  paflage ;  and  perfifted  in  his  refolutioo, 
in  fpite  of  the  reprefenutions  of  Paullu  and  the  In- 
dians :  but  he  had  foon  reafon  tx>  repent  of  his  obftir 
nacy  -,  for  his  men  being  obliged  to  remove  the  fnow 
with  their  hands,  made  (hort  journies,  foon  confumed 
their  proviQons,  and  were  reduced  to  inconceivable 
diftreflcsj  fo  that  he  loft  above  10,000  Peruvians, 
and  X50  Spaniards,  exclufive  of  fuch  as  efcaped  with 
the  lofs  of  their  fingers  and  toes,  though  the  Spa- 
niards were  very  warmly  cloathed.  They  alfo  loft  all 
or  the  greatcft  part  of  their  baggage.  However, 
they,  at  length,  after  a  tedious  march  of  600  miles, 
arrived  in  Copayapu,  fubjeft  to  the  inca  of  Peru, 
where,  through  PauUu's  influence,  they  were  chear- 
fully  entertained ;  and  the  inhabitants  not  only 
brought  them  plenty  of  provifions,  but  being  in- 
formed of  their  love  of  gold,  made  them  prcfents  to 
the  amount  of  5000  ducats. 

Almagro  found  PauUu's  authority  of  great  fervicc 
to  him  in  his  pro^refs ;  for  on  his  account  he  was  re- 
ceived in  many  places  with  much  cordiality,  and  op- 
pofed  in  few ;  fo  that  he  might  eafily  have  eftablifhed 
colonies  in  very  advantageous  fituations,  had  not  a 
kind  of  infatuation  directed  all  his  views  toward 
Cuzco,  where  he  was  refolved  to  rule :  affirming,  that 
according  to  the  commiflion  which  he  had  received 
from  the  King  of  Spain,  this  city  fell  within  his  jurifdio- 
tion.  This  commiflion  was  brought  him  by  Ruit 
Diaz  and  Juan  de  Herada,  who  joined  him  with  re* 
cruits  from  Cuzco,  after  having  pafled  the  Cordil- 
leras, the  road  Almagro  himfelf  had  taken;  and 
which,  as  it  was  then  fummer,  he  paflled  with  very 
little  fatigue. 

Notwithftanding  Almagro's  receiving  theie  i^ 
cruits,  he  abandoned  all  his  views  upon  Chili,  and 
be^an  his  march  northward  ^  when  his  army  being 
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terrified  at  the  remembrance  of  the  diftreflcs  they 
had  endured  in  pafling  the  Cordilleras,  abfolutely  re- 
fiifed  to  return  by  the  fame  road  they  came.  Upon 
which  he  was  obliged  to  take  his  rout  through  the 
defart,  where  he  was  told  by  the  Indians,  that  there 
was  no  water,  but  what  was  to  be  met  with  in  (land- 
ing pools,  corrupted  by  the  heat  of  the  fun ;  and 
even  thefe  at  eignteen  or  twenty  miles  diftance  from 
each  other.  To  remedy  thefe  inconveniences,  lea- 
thern bottles  were  made  to  carry  the  water,  and  par- 
ties of  Indians  diipatched  before  the  army  to  drain 
the  pits  of  that  which  was  ftagnated,  and  leave  the 
frefh  at  liberty  to  rife:  expedients  that  were  of 
vail  ufe,  and  that  enabled  them  to  pafs  thefe  barren 
trafts  with  much  lefs  difficulty  than  was  at  firft  ima- 
gined. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  Peruvians  who  marched 
with  Almagro,  grew  difcontented  at  the  ill  ufage 
they  met  with  from  the  Spaniards,  and  complained 
to  each  other  of  their  barbarity.  None  had  greater 
fliare  in  thefe  conferences  than  the  interpreter  fo  often 
mentioned,  who  at  length  engaged  in  a  plot  againft 
Almagro's  life ;  but  reflefting  on  the  danger  to  which 
he  was  expofed,  endeavoured  to  fecure  himfelf  by 
flight.-  He  was  however  taken,  and  then  informed 
againft  the  inca  Paullu  as  being  the  principal  perfon 
in  the  plot;  but  this  being  inconfiftent  with  that 
prince's  general  behaviour,  Almagro  caufed  the  in- 
terpreter to  be  put  to  the  torture,  when  he  confeffed 
the  falfhood  of  his  accufation,  and  at  the  fame  time 
mcknowleged,  that  by  falfe  fuggeftions  he  had  con- 
tributed to  take  away  the  life  of  Atabaliba.  On 
which  accounts  he  fuffered  an  ignominious  death. 

At  this  time  affairs  were  in  great  confufion  in  Peru : 
the  inca  Manco  had  now  loft  all  confidence  in  the 
Spaniards,  and  was  fenfible  of  the  injuries  he  re- 
ceived, and  of  the  little  hopes  there  were  of  his 
ever  being  reftored  to  the  pofleffion  of  his  throne  and 
the  fovereign  power,  as  had  been  promifed  by  the 

treaty 


by  FkANClS  PIZARRO.        397 

treaty  of  Caxamalca,  that  he  rcfolved  to  try  what 
could  be  done  by  force ;  judging  it  better  to  rely  upon 
the  juftice  of  his  caufe,  and  the  aflSftance  of  his  peo- 
ple, than  upon  the  promifes  of  thofc  who  had  fo 
bafely  broke  their  words  to  his  brother,  and  never 
fulfilled  their  engagements  to  himfelf.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  he  prevailed  on  Ferdinand  Pizarro  to  give  him 
leave  to  go  to  a  folemn  feftival  held  at  Yucaya,  four 
leagues  from  Cuzco  •,  which  was  in  reality  a  kind  of 
aflembly  of  the  ftates  of  Peru,  where  a  fcheme  was 
laid  of  inftantly  raifing  three  armies,  and  invefting 
Cuzco,  Lima,  and  Truxillo  at  the  fame  time.  With 
the  firft  he  himfelf  took  the  caftle  of  Cuzco,  and 
clofely  blocked  up  the  city  :  the  fccond,  which  con- 
fided of  a  good  body  of  troops,  marched  again  ft 
Francis  Pizarro,  who  was  fent  to  the  city  of  Lima ; 
and  the  third  was  intended  to  aft  againft  Almagro, 
notice  of  which  was  fent  to  the  high  prieft,  who 
found  means  to  efcape  from  the  army.  Prince  PauUu 
was  alfo  informed  of  the  fituation  of  his  brother's 
afiairs,  and  what  was  expeded  from  him  in  order  IQ 
facilitate  the  conqueft  of  the  invaders ;  but  he  re- 
jefted  thefe  propofals,  and  declared  he  would  never 
break  his  faith  with  the  Spaniards.  The  interpreter 
having  difclofed  this  fecret  with  his  laft  breatJi,  Al- 
m^ro  declared  PauUu  emperor  -,  and  though  he  had 
before  refufed  that  title,  yet  he  fuffered  it  to  be  given 
him,  for  the  fake  of  his  own  fafety,  and  that  his  na- 
tion might  not  want  a  protcftor. 

The  inca  Manco  ftill  continued  to  befiege  Cuzco 
with  an  army  of  200,000  men :  but  though  there 
were  only  70  Spaniards  in  the  pkce,  yet  having  fomc 
horfe  and  a  good  train  of  artillery,  they  made  a  vi- 
gorous defence;  and  what  is  ftill  more  furprifing, 
made  feveral  fallies,  in  one  of  which  Juan  Pizarro 
being  wounded  in  the  head  with  a  ftone,  died  about 
three  days  after,  to  the  gicat  regret  of  thofc  of  his 
party. 

The 
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The  inca,  hearing  of  Almagro's  approaching  Cu2J- 
c6j  refolved  to  retire ;  and  though  Almagro  endea- 
voured to  pcrfuade  him  to  agree  to  a  treaty,  he  ab- 
folutcly  rcfufed  it,  being  determined  never  more  to 
4iear  of  terms  from  a  people  who  had  hitherto  kept 
none  with  him.  He  had  alfo  took  a  very  furpri(ing 
flep,  which  was  diibanding  his  army,  and  privately 
retiring  to  the  mountains-  His  officers  endeavoured 
to  diffuade  him  from  it,  by  obferving,  that  no  time 
could  ever  promife  him  greater  fuccefs  than  this,  in 
which  Pizarro  and  Almagro  wese  at  open  variance. 
In  anfwer  to  which  he  replied,  that  notwithftanding 
their  private  animofitics,  they  would  certainly  join 
againft  him,  ihould  he  make  a  (hew  of  oppofing 
them ;  and  that  it  was  time  enough  for  him  to  return 
and  vindicate  his  right,  when  they  were  thoroughly 
weakened  by  their  mutual  contentions. 

It  is  furprizing  that  the  Spaniards  (boiild  hzvi^dio^ 
fen  this  time  for  quarrelling  among  themfelves,  and 
entering  into  a  civil  war.     But  Almagro  having  a 
confiderable  body  of  troops  under  his  command,  re- 
folved immediately  to  renew  his  old  claim  to  Cuzco  $ 
and  in  cafe  he  (hould  make  himfelf  mafter  of  that 
city,  determined  to  render  it  the  feat  of  his  govern- 
ment.    On  his  appearing  before  the  walls,  and  find-- 
ing  the  Indians  drawn  off,  he  fent  a  fummons  to  Don 
Ferdinand  Pizarro,  the  Spanifh  governor,  to  delivei* 
up  the  city :  to  which  he  anfwered,  that  he  held  it 
by  commiffion  from  his  brother  the  marquis,  and 
would  not  deliver  it  up  without  his  orders,  as  he 
knew  it  to  be  within  the  limits  of  his  brother's  go-- 
vernment.     Hs  immediately  proceeded  to  put  the 
place  in  a  pofture  of  defence  -,  but  part  of  the  gar- 
rifon  being  Almagro*s  friends,  introduced  his  forces 
into  the  town  at  midnight,  when  Ferdinand  and  Gon- 
zalo  Pizarro  were  made  prifoncrs  -,  by  which  means 
Almagro  became  poflefled  of  Cuzco,  with  little  of 
no  blcodfhed,  and  moft  of  the  garrifon  eniered  into 
his  pay* 
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In  the  mean  time  the  marquis  Fizarro  hearing  no  ^^M 
news  from  his  brother  at  Cuzco,  and  concluding  thac  ^^| 
all  the  parties  he  had  fent  thither  to  reinforce  them       '^^^ 


bad  been  cut  off  by  the  Peruvians  ;  refolved  to  fend 
fuch  a  body  of  troops  ihither  as  Ihould  be  able  to 
force  their  way  in  fpice  of  all  the  cppofition  the  In- 
dians could  make  againft  them.  Having  aflembled 
5000  horfe  and  foot,  he  gave  the  command  of  this 
body  to  Don  Alonzo  de  Alverado,  with  orders  to 
inarch  with  all  poflible  expedition ;  and  under  him 
appointed  Pedro  dc  Lerma  captain  of  a  troop  of 
horfe,  who  being  an  older  officer,  was  fo  difgufted, 
that  he  meditated  the  ruin  of  the  enterprize. 

Alverado  marched  with  fuch  difpaich,  that  though 
he  had  prelTed  upwards  of  5000  Peruvians  to  carry 
I  their  baggage,  moft  of  them  perifhcd  in  the  firft  part 
of  the  journey,  by  being  overloaden,  and  driven  be- 
yond their  ftrength  :  upon  which  he  halted,  and  pref- 
fed  fome  thoufands  more,  to  fuppiy  the  places  of 
thofe  he  iiad  loft. 

Almagro  having  received  inteIHgence  that  Don 
Alonzo  Alverado  was  advancing,  dil'patched  fome 
Spaniards  of  diftindlion  to  reprcfcnt  to  him  that  Cuz- 
co, according  10  the  emperor's  divifion  of  Peru,  was 
a  part  of  his  government,  and  to  advife  him  to  re- 
turn back  to  Lima,  till  the  marquis  and  he  Ihould  adjuft 
the  limits  of  iheir  refpeiftive  government :  when  Alve- 
rado, inftead  of  complying  with  this  rcqucft,  made 
thcfc  gentlemen  prilbners.  Upon  this  Almagro  took 
the  field,  and  furprifed  a  party  of  Alverado's  horfe ; 
by  whom  he  was  informed,  that  great  part  of  the 
troops  were  better  alFeJted  to  him  than  to  tlie  mar- 
quis of  Pizarro,  and  that  Pedro  de  Lcrma  with  many 
of  his  friends,  would  defcrt  upon  the  firft  opportu- 
rity  :  he  therefore  advanced  to  the  banks  of  a  fmall 
river,  on  the  other  fide  of  which  Alverado  was  en- 
camped. They  rv'mained  quiet,  however,  without 
endeavouring  to  attack  each  other  the  whole  day  1 
but  in  the  night  Orgonez,  Almagro's  lieutenant- 
general, 
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general,  forded  the  river  at  the  head  of  the  troops, 
threw  Alverado's  forces  into  great  confufion ;  and 
giving  Pedro  de  Lerma,  with  the  reft  of  Almagro'^ 
friends,  an  opportunity  of  joining  him,  gained  an 
cafy  viftory,  and  took  Alverado  prifoner,  with  whom 
he  returned  in  triumph  to  Cuzco.  Some  of  the  prin- 
cipal commanders  now  advifed  the  conqueror  to  pro- 
vide for  his  future  fecurity,  by  putting  the  Pizarros 
to  death :  but  this  he  abfolutely  refuled,  alledging, 
that  it  was  beneath  a  gentleman  and  a  foldier  to  put 
people  to  death  in  cold  blood ;  and  though  he  was 
preffed  with  great  warmth  to  march  with  his  vidlori- 
ous  army  againft  Lima,  he  would  not  agree  to  it,  on 
account  of  his  having  nO  claim  to  that  part  of  the 
country. 

The  marquis  Pizarro  was  greatly  affefted  at  the 
news  of  this  defeat ;  and  finding  himfelf  too  weak 
to  make  head  againft  Almagro,  he  fcnt  deputies  to 
Cuzco  to  propofe  an  accommodation.  Almagro  re- 
ceived them  with  great  civility  -,  and  promifed  to  have 
an  interview  with  the  marquis,  in  which  commifli- 
oners  fhould  be  chofen  to  fettle  their  refpedlive  boun- 
daries. He  accordingly  marched  out  of  Guzco,  at 
the  head  of  above  five  hundred  Spaniards,  and  took 
the  road  to  Lima,  carrying  Ferdinand  Pizarro  with 
him  as  his  prifoner,  while  Gonzalo  Pizarro  and  Alve- 
rado were  left  in  the  city  under  the  care  of  De  Rojas ; 
but  after  Almagro*s  departure,  they  feized  De  Rojas, 
put  him  in  irons,  and  made  their  efcape  to  Lima, 
accompanied  by  about  60  men,  whom  they  had  won 
over  to  their  intereft.  Upon  receiving  the  news  of 
their  efcape,  Orgonez  and  his  partizans  urged  Alma- 
gro to  revenge  it  by  the  death  of  his  prilcner  Ferdi- 
nand ;  but  this  he  abfolutely  refufed,  and  foon  after 
met  the  marquis  at  Mala,  with  twelve  perfons  on 
each  fide,  in  order  to  terminate  their  difputes*  This 
conference  was  however  fudderily  broke  off  by  one 
of  Almagro*s  followers  rufhing  abruptly  into  his  pre- 
fence,  and  crying  out  that  he  was  b^rayed ;  where- 
upon 
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upon  he  inftantly  rook  horle  and  rode  ofF,  leaving 
matters  enurety  unfctrled. 

This  alarm  was  caiifcd  by  the  approach  of  Gon- 
salo  with  700  men.  Upon  which  Orgoncz  aifb  ad- 
vanced with  his  troops,  in  order  to  prevent  the  trea- 
chery he  fufpected  to  be  in  agitation.  Each  fide  now 
feemed  ready  for  war  :  but  a  treaty  was  concluded  ; 
by  which  the  poflcfTion  of  Cuzco,  with  other  advan- 
tages, was  ceded  to  Almagro,  till  the  emperor's  de- 
cifion  Ihould  be  known.  In  confequence  of  this 
treaty,  Ferdinand  Fizarro  was  fet  at  liberty,  upon 
his-taking  an  oath  not  to  aft  againft  Almagro. 

The  marquis  Pizarro  had  no  fooner  obtained  his 
brother's  liberty,  than  he  broke  through  the  treaty  v 
fending  a  notary  with  wicneires  to  fummon  Almagro 
to  furrcnder  Cuzco  and  all  the  places  he  had  con- 
quered, on  pain  of  being  treated  as  a  rebel.  This 
method  of  proceeding  was  the  more  inexculable,  as 
he  had  jufl:  before  received  an  exprefs  from  court,'  by 
which  each  governor  was  enjoined,  under  pain  of  the 
emperor's  difpleafure,  to  keep  quiet  poflelfion  of  all 
fuch  places  as  Oioiild  own  their  rclpeftive  jurifdidion 
at  the  time  of  the  mcflcnger's  arrival :  and  in  cafe 
they  thought  themlelves  injured,  they  were  direfted 
to  appeal  to  the  council  of  the  Indies.  But  thcfc 
orders  he  thought  fit  to  f'upprels. 

Almagro,  feeing  how  ungeneroufly  he  was  treated, 
gave  orders  for  defending  Cuzco  1  and  marched  with 
his  troops  to  meet  the  marquis's  army,  which  was 
advancing  under  the  command  of  Gonzalo  Pizarro  ; 
but  after  an  engagement,  which  lafted  two  hours, 
Almagro  was  entirely  dtfeated.  He  retired  to  the 
citadel  of  Cuzco,  whither  he  was  followed  by  Alvc- 
rado,  to  whom  he  was  foon  obliged  to  furrendcr. 

Almagro  was  no  fooner  in  the  power  of  his  cne- 

-  mies,  than  Ferdinand  rclblved  to  be  revenged  for  his 

own  and  his  brother's  long  imprifonment,  and  cffcc- 

tiAlly  to  prevent  his  making  head  againft  the  Pizarros 

for  tlie  future :    therefore,  after  Almagro  had  been 
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fome  months  confined  in  prifon  at  Cuzco,  the  law- 
yers were  employed  to  draw  up  articles  againft  him ; 
the  principal  of  whi<:h  were,  that  he  had  feized  the 
city  of  Cuzco  •,  entered  into  a  fecret  treaty  with  the 
inca  \  encroached  upon  the  government  granted  to 
the  marquis,  and  fought  two  battles  againfl  the  forces 
of  his  fovercign  j  by  which  much  Chriftian  blood  had 
been  fpilt,  and  the  progrefs  of  the  Spanifti  arms 
greatly  retarded. 

for  thefe  offences,  Almagro  being  tried  by  his 
enemies,  was  convifted  and  condemned  to  die ; 
though  he  appealed  to  the  emperor,  and  in  very  moving 
terms  applied  to  Ferdinand  Pizarro  to  fave  his  life. 
But  the  Pizarros  were  deaf  to  all  his  entreaties ;  and 
having  caufed  him  to  be  ftrangled  in  prifon,  they  pri- 
vately ordered  his  head  to  be  cut  off  on  a  fcaffold  in 
.the  great  fquare  of  Cuzco. 

The  death  of  Almagro,  though  covered  with  a 
fhew  of  juftice,  was  fo  highly  relented  by  the  Spa- 
niards, that  inftead  of  extinguifhing,  as  was  exped« 
cd,  it  increafed  his  faftion.  Upon  which  Ferdinand 
lizarro,  fufpefting  from  the  behaviour  of  the  fol- 
d:ers,  that  lome  defigns  were  carrying  on  againft  his 
life,  thought  proper  to  follow  Alverado  to  Spain, 
with  all  the  gold  he  could  tolled,  in  order  to  bribe 
the  Spanifti  miniftry.  But  Alverado  having  prepared 
the  way  for  his  reception,  he  was  arretted  and  thrown 
into  prifon  as  foon  as  he  arrived ;  and  though  Alve- 
rado died  foon  after,  he  was  fufpedled  to  have  been 
poifoned  by  Ferdinand  to  pjut  a  ftop  to  the  profecu- 
tion ;  yet  the  latter  continued  23  years  in  confine- 
ment. 

The  Peruvians  now  obferving  the  divifion  which 
lubfifted  among  the  Spanifti  generals,  had  again  re- 
courfe  to  arms ;  and  though  the  Spaniards  in  Peru 
ibon  amounted  to  above  2000,  they  found  it  more 
difficult  to  maintain  their  ground  than  at  firft,  when 
they  had  not  400  :  for  the  terror  the  Peruvians  were 
under  from  tke  fire-arms  and  horfcs,  which  ihcy  had 

never 
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ftc^er  feen  before,  was  in  a  great  meafure  worn  off. 
Some  of  thecn  even  learned  how  to,  ride  and  handfo 
arms  ;  and  having  taken  fome  horfes,  were  not  afraid 
CO  make  ufe  of  them  againft  thefe  tyrants ;  and  it 
feems  highly  probable,  that  had  not  fome  particular 
bodies  of  Indians  been  fo  infatuated  as  to  adhere  to 
the  intereft  of  the  Spaniards,  difcover  the  (Irong  paf- 
ksj  and  from  time  to  time  bring  them  both  provi- 
fions  and  intelligence ;  Pizarro  would  at  lad  have  been 
obliged  to  abandon  his  conqueils.  ^ 

The  moft  confiderable  acquifition  made  after  AI^ 
magro's  death,  was  the  conqueft  of  the  province  of 
Charcas,  in  which  were  the  invaluable  mines  of  Po- 
tofi ;  whofe  treafures  attrafted  fuch  a  multitude  of 
adventurers,  that  the  Peruvians  were  at  length  com- 
pelled to  fubmit,  and  become  (laves  to  their  imperi- 
ous mailers. 

This  conqueft  being  finiihed,  the  marquis  founded 
the  town  of  La  Plata,  fo  named  from  the  fllver  mines; 
and  divided,  not  only  the  city  and  the  country  about 
it,  but  the  Indian  inhabitants  among  the  conquerors. 
To  his  brother  Ferdinand  Pizarro,  who  was  then  con- 
fined in  Spain,  he  allotted  a  large  (hare  ^  and  to  his 
brother  Gonzalo,  that  part  of  the  country  in  which 
were  the  filver  mines  of  Potofi.  Ferdinand,  as  a  ci- 
tizen of  La  Plata,  had  alfo  a  (hare  in  thefe  mines ; 
and  a  particular' part  of  the  country  being  afljgned  to 
his  officers,  they  difcovcred  fo  rich  a  vein,  that  they 
are  faid  to  have  dug  from  it  the  fineft  filver  without 
any  alloy. 

The  marquis  now  found  himfelf  po(Ic(rcd  of  an 
extent  of  country  7  or  800  leagues  in  length,  from 
the  equino<^ial  to  the  fouth  part  of  the  province  of 
Charcas,  in  which  were  more  rich  mines,  j^an  in  all 
the  world  befide,  and  yet  his  ambition  wastnot  fatis- 
fied :  but  in  an  extreme  old  age  he  employed  his 
brother  Gonzalo,  who  was  then  governor  of  Quito^ ;, 
;n  the  conqueft  of  other  nations.  ^ 

.    D  d  2  Gonzalp 
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Gonzilb  accordingly  entered  the  provbce  of  Lo4 
Quifes ;  and  stfter  fubduing  that  country,  where  the 
people  were  downright  barbarians  when  compared 
ifTitli  thofe  of  Peru,  he  rcfolvcd  to  pafs  the  high 
ihountaihs  which  bound  that  provinee  on  the  north. 
For  that  purpofe  he  aflembled  a  confiderablc  nuniber 
of  Indians, '  and  a  good  quantity  of  cattle ;  but  haV'*^ 
ing  afcended  half  way,  the  cold  was  fo  intenfe,  that 
he  perceived  it  would  be  irhpoflible  {or  him  to  prc^ 
cute  his  march  in  that  manner.  Therefore  kaving 
his  cattle  and  the  beft  part  of  his  baggage,  he  haftily 
defcended  into  the  valley  of  Zumaque,  which  he  found 
extremely  fertile,  and  there  rcfrcfhcd  his  forces  for 
t#o  mbhths; 

Gohzalo  then  endeavoured  to  continue  his  marcli 
horthward  ;  but  finding  the  way  extremely  rough  and 
mountainous,  he  turned  diredly  eaft,  in  hopes  of 
meeting  with  ah  eafier  paffage*  He  entered  into  a 
rich  and  populous  country,  where  the  inhabit^ts 
were  filled  with  amazement  and  terror  at  feeing  die 
Spaniards  among  them ;  and  indeed  they  had  the 
grcateft  reafon:  for  thefe  pretended  Chriftlans  be- 
haved toward  them  with  the  moft  favage  brutality. 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  himfelf  is  faid,  even  by  fome  Spanifli 
^ivriters,  to  have  given  feveral  of  the  natives  to  be 
eaten  alive  by  his  dogs. 

This  inhumancreatment  made  them  rife  in  armsagainfr 
thefe  invaders,  which  obliged  him  to  encamp  and 
ufe  all  the  precautions  neccflary  in  an  enemy's  country. 
But  at  length,  finding  no  appearance  of  the  riches  he 
had  been  made  to  expe6t,  he  returned  to  Zumaque^ 
much  diflatisfied  with  his  expedition ;  but  refolvcdi 
neverthdcfs,  not  to  return  to  Quito  till  he  had  made 
fome  difcovery,  that  would  render  him  as  famous  as 
his  e'  ier  brother  the  marquis  Pizarro. 

This  refolution  Gonzalo  communicated  to  Francis 
Oreiiana,  a  gentleman  of  Truxillo,  who  came  to  join 
him  in  the  valley  oL  Zumaque :  and  having  taken 
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'icx)  foldiers,  and  fome  Indians  for  guides  and  to  carry 
frovifions,  he  marched  direflly  to  the  eaft.  But  thcfc 
guides  foon  brought  him  into  a  country  tuU  of  nioun- 
Xains,  forelts,  and  torrents  -,  which  obliged  him  to 
make  ways  where  he  found  none,  and  to  open  a  paf- 
iflge  through  the  woods  wiiii  haichtts.  However 
•iter  many  days  march,  he  pierced  through  as  far  as 
Ithe  province  of  Coca,  where  ihc  cacique  came  to 
meet  him,  and  offered  htm  all  the  accommodations 
■the  country  afforded. 

Gonzalo  was  highly  pleofed  with  this  reception  1 
ind  by  the  adiHiance  of  his  guides  entered  into  a 
converfation  with  the  cacique,  who  let  him  know, 
dthat  the  country  through  which  he  had  palTed  was 
■lb  full  of  mountains,  forefts  and  rivers,  that  he 
bad  taken  the  only  pallage  that  could  have  brought 
iiim  thitlier :  but  that,  if  he  was  willjag  to  embark 
on  the  river  he  faw  before  higi,  or  to  follow  it  bjr 
land,  he  might  alTure  himfcif,  that  he  (hould  reach 
the  banks  of  another  river,  much  larger  than  this, 
where  there  was  a  plentiful  country*  whofe  inhabi- 
tants were  covered  with  plates  of  gijld. 

The  cacique  could  not  have  mentioned  a  more 
alluring  motive  !  Gonzaio's  avarice  was  (ired,  and  he 
immediately  lent  two  o£  his  guides  with  orders  19 
the  oiiicers  and  <oldiers  he  had  left  at  Zumaque 
to  come  and  join  him  immediately.  Thefe  or- 
ders they  inftantly  obeyed  j  and  furmounting  all 
the  difficulties  of  the  wav,  nrrivcd  much  fatigued 
at  the  town  of  Coca,  wtiere  Gonzalo  made  them 
ftay  fome  days  to  rcfrtfh  rhemfelve*;.  He  after- 
ward proceeded  along  the  bank:,  of  the  river,  which 
were  extremely  plealant :  but  the  Imo.  ihnefs  of  the 
way  did  not  laft  long.  Jt  was  foon  inierruj>ted  by 
l:Tiall  rivers  and  uneven  groun..> ;  ind  they  were 
obliged  to  march  43  days  without  finding  eiuiar 
provifions,  fords,  or  canoes  to  enabl-  ihcrii  to  paj£ 
the  river.  By  this  long  march  they  were  much  fa- 
tigued, whtD  they  were  (topped  by  a  fight  which  ap- 
D  d  3  pcared 
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pcarcd  very  furprifing :  the  river  grew  narrow  and 
confined  between  two  rocks,  at  no  more  than  20  feet 
diftance  from  each  other ;  and  the  water  rulhing  with 
rapidity  through  this  ftrait,  precipitated  itfelf  into  a 
vdley,  which  lay  200  fathom^  below. 

iHere  Pizarro  made  that  famous  bridge  for  his 
troops  to  pafs  over,  which  is  fo  much  extolled  by 
the  ^panifh  hiftorians ;  but  finding  the  way  not  at  all 
the  better  on  the  other  fide,  and  their  provifions  grow- 
ing daily  more  and  more  fcarce,  he  refolved  to  caufe 
4  brigantine  to  be  built,  in  ord^  to  carry  by  water 
all  his  fick  men,  provifions,  baggage  and  gold. 
This  being  done  with  nq  fmall  difficulty,  Pizarro  fcnt 
6n  board  this  veffel  whatever,  had  obftrufted  his 
march,  with  50  foldiers,  under  the  command  of  Fran- 
cis Orellana,  who  were  ftriftly  Ordered  to  keep  up  with 
them,  and  to  come  every  night  to  the  camp.  This 
Order  he  obfcrvcd  very  exaftly,  till  Gonzalo  feeing 
all  his  men  pinched  with  hunger,  commanded  him 
to  go  m  fearch  of  provifions  and  cottages,  where  the 
Spaniards  might  meet  with  refreftiments. 

No  fooner  had  Orellana  received  his  orders,  than 
he  lanchcd  out  into  the  middle  of  the  river,  where 
the  rapidity  of  the  ftream  carried  him,  as  faft  as  he 
could  wifh;  for  in  three  days  he  made  above  100 
leagues  without  the  ufe  of  either  fails  or  oars.  The 
current  of  the  river  Coca,  at  length  carried  him  into 
a  much  larger  river,  where  the  fliream  was  not  near  fo 
fwift.  Hte  there  (laid  a  whole  day  to  make  his  obfcr- 
vation;  and  perceiving  that  the  farther  he  went 
down,  the  more  the  river  widened,  he  had  not  the 
leaft  doubt  that  this  was  the  great  river  thSt  had  been 
fo  often  fought  for  :  which  filled  him  with  fuch  joy 
at  his  gopd  fortune,  that  without  paying  the  leaft  re- 
gard to  his  duty  to  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  he  thought  of 
nothing  but  executing  an  enterprize  he  was  then 
forming.  For  this  purpofe  he  founded  his  men ;  tel- 
ling them,  that  he  afpired  to  a  much  higher  dignity 
than  could  be  obtained  in  die  fervice  of  Pizarro ;  that 

he 
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be  owed  every  thing  to  himfelf  and  to  his  king ;  and 
that  his  fortune  having,  as  it  were,  led  him  by  the 
hand,  to  the  greateft  and  moft  defirable  difcovery  that, 
ever  was  made  in  the  Indies,  namely,  the  great  river 
'whereupon  they  were  failing  j  which  coming  out  of 
Peru,  and  running  from  well  to  eaft,  was  the  fineft 
channel  in  the  new  world,  through  which  they  might 
pais  from  the  South  Sea  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  he 
could  not,  without  betraying  them  all,  and  with- 
out ravifliing  from  them  the  fruits  of  their  voyage 
and  induftry,  make  others  fhare  in  a  favour  which 
heaven  had  rcferved  for  them  alone. 

Thefe  reprefentations  had  the  defired  effcft  j  and 
infpired  his  men  with  a  (hare  of  that  ambition  which 
fired  his  own  breaft.  His  neceflities  however  fome- 
times  forced  him  to  land  with  his  people  to  obtain 
provifions ;  but  as  he  did  not  take  thefe  with  that 
prudence  that  became  him  in  a  ftrange  country,  the 
natives  unanimoufly  took  up  arms,  and  with  great, 
boldnefs  fell  upon  the  Spaniards ;  who  defended 
themfelves  with  much  courage,  and  killed  many  of 
their  antagonifts  with  their  crofs-bows.  Upon  infpeft- 
ing  their  bodies,  they  found  that  feveral  of  them 
were  women ;  it  being  no  uncommon  thing  in  that 
country  for  the  women  to  fight  by  the  fides  of  their  * 
hufbands.  But  Orellana  being  of  a  romantic  turn, 
improved  this  flight  hint  into  a  formal  hifiory  of  a 
great  nation  of  Amazons  fettled  upon  this  river :  by 
which  fable,  he  overturned  his  great  defign  of  giving 
it  his  own  name  •,  for  from  this  (lory  it  received  the 
name  which  it  ftill  bears,  and  will  always  bear,  of 
The  River  of  the  Amazons. 

In  the  remaining  part  of  his  paflage,  Orellana 
took  care  to  behave  with  more  prudence  and  mild- 
nefs  to  the  people  he  met  with  -,  among  whom  were 
many  genteel  and  even  polite  nations.  In  fine,  he 
pafled  down  the  river  to  the  fea ;  and  having  coafted 
^bout  a  promontory,  now  called  the  North  Cape, 
two  hunarcd  leagues  from  the  ifland  of  Trinidada, 
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he  failed  dircftly  thither,  and  there  buying  a  Ihip,  it- 
turned  to  Spain,  'inhere  he  made  fuch  a  report  of  the 
countries  he  had  fecn  to  the  emperor  Charles  V.  that 
he  obt;ained  as  ample  a  commilBon  as  he  could  defire. 
In  the  vear  1549,  he  failed  with  three  fhips  for  the 
river  or  the  Amazons  ;  but  this  fecond  expedition  was 
the  very  reverfe  of  the  firft,  arid  was  unfortunate  from 
the  very  beginning  ;  for  being  wrecked  on  the  coaft 
of  the  Caraccas',  he  died  of  mere  vexatibn  and  defpair 
in  the  ifland  of  St.  Margaret. 

But  to  rrrurn  to  Gonzalo^  who,  while  Orellaihi 
was  engaged  in  this  expedition,  was  reduced  to  the 
greateft  diftrefs  :  he  proceeded  ftveral  days  along  the 
banks  of  the  river,  till  at  laft  feeing  that  there  were 
no  hopes  of  Orellana*s  return,  he  concluded,  that 
he  and  his  men  were  loft  -,  and  therefore  giving  Up 
all  expeftation  of  makihg  any  farth^  difcoveries 
in  that  country,  proceeded  back  to  his  governmenc 
of  Quito. 

After  the  marquis  Pizarro  had  lent  his  brother 
Gonzalo  on  the  above  expedition,  he  employed  him- 
fcif  folcly  in  fecuring  and  cftabliftiing  his  Authority  by 
a  method  that  was  at  once  the  moft  cruel  and  impo- 
litic. He  had  before  difcharged  all  the  officers  whom 
'  he  fufpefted  to  have  had  any  regard  for  Almagro; 
and  confcious  of  his  own  injuftice,  and  fearing  left 
**^thcy  fhould  complain  againft  him,  he  prevented  their 
returning  home  to  Spain,  by  which  means  many  of 
them  were  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  living  upon 
the  alms  of  their  countrymen.  He  refolved  to  de*- 
prive  them  even  of  this  pitiful  fubfiftence  •,  and  for 
this  purpofe,  publilhed  an  cdift  forbidding  iany  to  re*- 
lieve  them;  a  proceteding  that  at  once  rendered  them 
defperate ;  and  feeing  no  end  to  their  mifcries,  but 
by  difpatching  themfelves  or  the  marquis,  they  re- 
folved upon  the  latter.  He  was  aflaflinated  in  his 
own  houfe  on  Sunday  June  26th  1541,  in  the  65th 
year  of  his  age,  in  the  city  of  Lima,  the  capital  of 
Peru,  which  he  had  founded  ten  or  ricven  years  be- 
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/ore.  His  body  was,  by  the  young  Almagro's  per- 
miflion,  privately  interred  by  his  lervants,  no  pcr- 
fon  of  any  figure  daring  at  this  jundure,  to  attend 
his  funeral,  for  fear  of  giving  offence  to  the  prevail- 
ing party. 

The  meannefs  of  Pizarro's  education  was  publickly 
known,  from  his  not  being  able  to  write  his  own 
name,  which  was  always  inferred  by  his  fccreiary  be- 
tween two  ftrokes,  which  he  drew  with  a  pen.  He 
was  never  married,  but  had  feveral  concubines,  fotne 
of  them  the  daughters  and  filters  of  the  incas  :  how- 
ever, it  is  not  know.1  that  he  left  any  children  behind 
htm. 

No  fooner  was  this  bloody  affair  complcatcd,  than 
■  the  confpiraiors  returned  to  the  market-place,  de- 
tlaring  that  the  tyrant  was  dead;  and  proclaimed  the 
yonftg  Almagro  governor  of  Peru.  For  all  the  friends 
of  Almagro  had  affembled  while  the  others  were 
attacking  the  marquis  in  his  palace,  and  fecuring  his 
guArds,  prevented  his  receiving  any  affiftance.  They 
ilfo  fccured  all  the  horles  and  arms  in  the  city,  and 
commanded  all  the  inhabitants  who  refufed  to  join 
them,  not  to  ftir  out  of  their  houfes  without  leave. 
They  plundered  the  houfes  of  the  marquis,  and  hii 
principal  friends,  in  which  they  found  immenfc  trea- 
fure.  They  did  not  meddle  with  the  furniture  of  the 
marquis's  palace,  which  they  left  for  the  ufe  of  the 
young  Almagro,  whom  they  had  no  fooner  proclaimed 
governor,  than  they  conducted  thither. 

The  death  of  Pizarro  was,  however,  far  from  re- 
ftoring  quiet  to  Peru  ;  for  a  new  commiflioner  named 
Vaca  de  Caftro,  a  man  of  ftriift  integrity,  being  fent 
from  Spain  to  compofc  the  differences  among  the  ge- 
nerals, and  in  cafe  of  Pizarro's  death  to  allume  the 
•government  of  Peru  1  he  made  head  againft  young 
Almagro,  and  defeated  him.  The  confequence  was, 
that  Almagro  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  in 
the  fame  place  where  his  father  loll  his  life  before  i 
together  with  the  chief  pcrfons  of  his  party. 
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De  Caflro  then  difbanded  his  troops  and  applied 
himfelf  to  prudent  regulations  for  the  equitable  admi- 
niftration  of  government ;  but  the  cabals  of  the  mi- 
niftry  in  Spain  obftruded  his  progreis.  A  kind  of 
royal  audience  was  eftablifhed  in  Peru,  which  thwarted 
all  his  mcafures ;  a  new  governor  was Tent  over  of  an 
haughty  arbitrary  difpofition ;  and  in  the  mean  time 
Gonzalo  Pizarro  got  himfelf  acknowledged  governor 
of  Peru,  by  a  formidable  party  -,  fo  that  now  all  was 
diftradion  and  confufion. 

The  emperor  being  uneafy  at  hearing  of  thefe  dan- 
gerous divifions,  fent  Pedro  de  Gafco,  a  pricft  of  an 
excellent  charafter,  over  under  the  title  of  prefident 
of  the  royal  court  of  Peru,  with  fovereign  powers. 
He  defeated  Gonzalo  Pizarro,  and  taking  him  pri- 
foner,  caufed  him  to  be  tried  and  beheaded;  ^d 
his  principal  followers  to  be  hanged.  After  having 
made  thefe  facrifices,  he  proclaimed  a  general  par- 
don, and  retired  to  Cuzco,  where  he  (laid  for  fbme 
time,  and  was  gready  perplexed  in  diftributing  the 
land  among  the  foldiers,  in  which  he  found  it  im- 
poflible  to  fatisfy  their  fcveral  demands.  At  length, 
being  wearied  out  with  their  felicitations,  he  re- 
Iblved  to  efcape  from  them  at  once,  and  therefore 
privately  withdrew  to  Lima,  whence  he  went  to 
Panama,  in  order  to  embark  for  Europe :  and  it  is 
faid,  carried  with  him  near  two  millions  for  the 
cmperor^s  ufe,  and  not  a  ducat  for  himfelf.  He  em- 
barked at  Nombre  de  Dios  for  Spain,  in  the  year 
J  550 ;  and  at  his  arriva,!,  the  emperor  was  fo  pleafed 
with  his  condud,  that  he  gave  him  the  biftiopric  of 
Siguenca,  a  city  in  old  Caftile. 
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A  Voyage  to  South  America, 

By    DON    GEOKG.E    JUAN 

AND 

DON    ANTONIO    DE    ULLOA, 


THIS  voyage  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
moft  ufeful  and  authentic  narratives  that  ever 
appeared  in  any  language.  It  was  undertaken  by  the 
command  of  the  king  of  Spain,  and  the  original 
publifhed  at  Madrid  by  his  direftion.  The  motive 
that  gave  rife  to  this  expedition  was,  to  mcafure  the 
length  of  a  degree  of  the  meridian  near  the  equator, 
in  order  to  determine  the  true  figure  of  the  earth. 
Lewis  XV.  had  applied  to  the  Spanifli  monarch  for 
leave  to  fend  fome  of  the  royal  academy  of  fciences 
at  Paris  to  Quito,  which  is  fituated  near  the  equator, 
that  they  might  make  the  neceffary  obfervations  for 
determining  a  problem  of  fuch  importance  to  the 
fciences  in  'general,  and  to  thofe  of  geography  and 
navigation  in  particular.  The  king  of  Spain,  pcr- 
fuaded  of  the  candour  of  this  application,  and  being 
defirous  of  concurring  in  fo  noble  a  dcfign,  not  only 
granted  leave  for  the  French  mathematicians  to  repair 
to  Quito,  but  alio  appointed  Don  George  Juan,  and 
Don  Antonio  de  Ulloa,  both  captains  in  the  Spanifh 
navy,  and  very  able  mathematicians,  to  accompany 
the  French  artifts,  and  afTift  them  in  an  undertaking 
at  once  fo  ufeful  and  fo  difficult  to  be  performed. 

The  Spanifli  artifts  embarked  at  Cadiz- on  the  26th 
cf  May  1 735  J    but  the  wind  fliifting,  they  were 
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obliged  to  come  to  an  anchor  about  half  a  league  with- 
out Las  Puercas,  where  they  remained  till  the  28th, 
when  the  wind  coming  about  to  the  northward,  they 
ODCC  more  got  under  Ta.1l  -,  and  without  meeting  with 
any  accident  worth  relating,  came  to  an  anchor  in 
Canhagena  bay  on  the  9th  ot  July. 

The  city  of  Carthagtna  rtinds  in  10  dcg.  25  min. 
48^  fcconds  norih  laiuude,  and  in  the  longitude  of 
2S2  deg.  28  min.  36  feconds,  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris;  and  301  deg.  12  min.  36  fccunds,  from  the 
meridian  of  Pico  Teneriffc,  as  appeared  from  the  ob- 
fervations  of  tiie  Spanifli  ariilb  The  variation  of  the 
needle  they  alio,  from  feveral  obfcrvations,  found  to 
be  eight  degrees  eaftcrly. 

The  advantageous  fituation  of  Carthagena,  the  ex- 
tent and  fecurity  of  its  bay,  and  the  oreat  fhare  ii  at- 
tained of  the  commerce  of  that  fouthcm  continent, 
fooii  caufed  it  to  be  ereftcd  into  a  chy;  and  the  iamc 
circumftance  contributed  to  its  preservation  and  m- 
creafe,  fo  that  it  loon  became  the  mod  eltcemed  fet- 
dementand  ftapleof  the  Spaniards  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  thefe  ad;/antages  alio  drew  on  it  the  hoiliUties  of 
ftweigners,  who,  thirfting  after  its  riches,  or  induced 
by  the  importance  of  the  place  itfelf,  \fivc  fevei 
times  taken  and  plundered  it. 

The  city  is  fituatcd  on  a  fandy  ifland,  whicli  fori 
)ng  a  narrow  paffage  on  the  fi.aith-welt,  opens  a  col 
munication  with  that  part  called  I'ierra  Bomba,  as  far 
as  Boca  Chica.  The  neck  of  land  which  now  joins 
them,  was  formerly  the  entrance  of  the  bay  1  but  it 
having  been  clofed  up  by  orders  from  Madrid,  Boca 
Chica  became  the  only  entrance ;  and  this  alf-  has 
been  filled  up  fince  the  lad  attempt  of  the  Engiith  in 
the  year  1741.  This  attempt  induced  the  SpaniQi 
court  to  fend  orders  for  opening  the  old  entrance, 
through  which  all  Ihips  now  I'ail  into  the  bay.  The 
land  is  lb  narrow  on  the  north  fide,  that  before  the 
wall  was  begun,  the  diftance  from  fea  to  Tea  was  only 
thirty-five  fathoms ;  but  afterward  enlarging,  forms 
another 
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another  iOand  on  this  fide  -,  and  the  whole  city  is,  ex- 
cepting thcfc  two  places,  which  are  very  narrow,  en- 
tirely furrounded  by  the  fea.  Eaftward  it  communi- 
cates by  means  of  a  wooden  bridge.  The  fortiBcar 
tions  both  of  the  city  and  fuburbs  are  tonftruded  in 
the  modern  form,  and  lined  with  free  ftone. 

The  city  and  fuburbs  of  Cirthagena  are  wcU  laid 
out,  the  ftrcets  being  Hraight,  broad,  uniform,  and 
wcU  paved.  The  houfcs  are  built  of  ftone,  except* 
few  which  are  of  brick  ;  but  con  lift  chicfiy  of  only  one 
ftory  above  the  ground-floor;  the  apartments,  how- 
ever, arc  well  contrived.  All  the  iioufes  have  bal- 
conies and  lattices  of  wood,  as  being  more  durable 
in  this  climate  than  iron,  which  is  foon  corroded  and 
deftroycd  by  the  moifture  and  acrimonious  quality  of 
the  nitrous  air :  and  from  this  circumltance,  added 
to  the  fmoaky  colour  of  the  walls,  the  outfidc  of  the 
buildings  make  but  an  indifferent  appearance. 

All  the  churches  and  convents  are  elegant  and  fuf- 
ficiently  capacious  j  but  there  appears  fomeihing  of 
poverty  in  the  ornaments,  and  tome  of  them  waoc 
what  even  decency  requires. 

The  jurifdidion  of  the  government  of  Carthageni 
reaches  eaftward  to  the  great  river  de  la  Magdalena» 
and  along  it  fouthward  \  till  winding  away,  it  borders 
on  the  province  of  Antioguia ;  thence  it  ftretches 
we{bward  to  the  river  of  Daricn  ;  and  thence  north- 
ward to  the  ocean,  all  along  the  coafts  between  the 
mouths  of  thefc  two  rivers.  There  is  a  tradition,  that 
all  thefc  countries  formerly  abounded  in  gold,  and  fomc 
veftigcs  of  the  old  mines  of  that  metalare  ftJU  to  be 
fccn  in  the  neighbourhoods  of  Simiti,  San  Lucas, 
and  Gtiamaco  i  but  they  are  now  negleifted ;  bcin^, 
as  im^;inod,  exhaufted.  But  what  equally  contn- 
butcd  to  the  richnefs  of  this  country,  wa  the  trade 
it  carried  on  with  Choco  and  Daricn ;  from  whenoe 
ihcy  brought  in  exchange  for  this  metal,  the  ievcral 
manufadurcs  of  which  they  llooJ  in  need. 

To  the  above  circuBillantial  defcription  o£  the  city 
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of  Carthagena,  it  may  not  be  atnifs  to  add  a  Ihoit  ac-^' 
count  of  its  inhabitants,  which  may  be  divided  into 
different  cafts  or  tribes,  who  derive  their  origin  from  a 
coalition  of  whites,  negroes,  and  Indians.  It  will 
therefore  be  neceffary  to  treat  of  each  particularly. 

The  whites  may  be  divided  into  clafles ;  the  Euro- 
peans and  Creoles,  or  whites  born  in  the  country.  The 
former  are  commonly  called  Chapetones,  but  are  not 
numerous :  moft  of  them  either  return  into  Spain  after 
acquiring  a  competent  fortune,  or  remove  up  into  the 
inland  provinces  in  order  to  increafe  it.  Thofc  who 
aYe  fettled  at  Carthagena,  carry  on  the  whole  trade  of 
that  place,  and  live  m  opulence,  whilft  the  other  in- 
habitants ai'e  indigent,  and  reduced  to  have  recourfe  to 
mean  and  hard .  labour  for  fubfiftence.  The  families 
of  the  white  Creoles  compofe  the  landed  intereft; 
Ibme  of  them  have  large  eftates,  and  are  highly  re- 
fpefted,  becaufe  their  anceftors  came  into  the  country 
invefted  with  honourable  pofts,  bringing  their  fa- 
milies with  them  when  they  fettled  here.  Some  of 
thefe  families,  in  order  to  keep  up  their  original  dig- 
nity, have  either  married  their  i:hildren  to  their  equals 
in  the  country,  or  fent  them  as  officers  on  board  the 
galleons.  Befide  thefe,  there  are  other  whites  in 
mean  circumftances,  who  either  owe  their  origin  to 
Indian  families,  or  at  leaft  to  an  intermarriage  with 
them  ;  fo  that  there  is  fome  mixture  in  their  blood  : 
but  when  this  is  not  difcoverable  by  their  colour,  the 
conceit  of  being  whites,  alleviates  the  preffure  of  every 
other  calamity. 

Among  the  other  tribes  which  are  derived  from  an 
intermarriage  of  the  whites  with  the  negroes,  the  firft 
are  the  Mulattoes,  fo  well  known,  that  there  is  no 
neceffity  for  faying  any  thing  farther  on  this  head. 
Next  to  thefe  are  the  Tercerones,  produced  from  a 
white  and  a  Mulatto,  with  fome  approximation  to  the 
former,  but.  not  fo  near  as  to  obliterate  their  origin. 
After  thefe  ifbllow  the  Quarterones,  proceeding  from 
a  white  and  a  Terccron.   The  laft  are  the  (Juinterones, 

who 


TO  SOUTH  AMERIC;^;       415 

*who  owe  their  origin  to  a  white  and  a  Quarteron. 
This  is  the  lad  gradation,  there  being  no  vifible  dif- 
ference between  them  and  the  whites,  cither  in  colour 
or  features  ;  nay,  they  are  often  even  fairer  than  the 
Spaniards  thcmfelves.  The  children  of  a  white  and 
Quinteron  are  alfo  called  Spaniards,  and  confider 
thcmfelves  as  free  from  all  taint  of  the  negroe  race. 
Every  perfon  is  fo  jealous  of  their  tribe  or  cad,  that 
if  through  any  inadvertence,  without  the  lead  inten- 
tion to  affront,  you  call  them  by  a  degree  lower  than 
what  they  adtually  are,  they  are  highly  oflFended. 

Before  they  attain  the  clafs  of  the  Quintcrones,  there 
are  feveral  intervening  circumdances  which  throw 
them  back  ;  for  between  the  Mulatto  and  the  negro, 
there  is  an  intermediate  race,  which  they  call  Sambos, 
owing  their  origin  to  a  mixture  between  one  of  thefe 
with  an  Indian,  or  among  thcmfelves.  They  are  alfo 
didinguidied  according  to  the  cads  their  fathers  were 
of.  Betwixt  the  Terceroncs  and  the  Mulattos,  the 
Quarterones  and  the  Terceroncs,  &c.  are  thofe  called 
Tente  en  el  Ayre,  fufpended  in  the  air,  becaufe  they 
neither  advance  nor  recede.  Children  whofe  parents 
are  a  Quarteron  or  Quinteron,  and  a  Mulatto  or  Ter- 
ceron,  are Salto atras,  retrogrades;  becaufe indead qf 
advancing  toward  being  whites,  they  have  gone  back- 
wards towards  the  negro  race.  All  the  children  be- 
tween a  negro  and  a  Quarteron,  are  called  SambQs  de 
Negro,  de  Mulatto,  de  Terceron,  &c. 

I'hefe  are  the  mod  known  and  common  tribes  or 
cads ;  there  are  indeed  feveral  others  proceeding  from 
their  intermarriages ;  but  being  fo  various,  even  they ' 
thcmfelves  cannot  eafily  didinguilh  them. 

Thefe  cads,  from  the  Mulattos,  all  affcdt  the  Spa- 
ni(h  drefs,  but  wear  very  flight  duffs  on  account  of 
the  heat  of  the  climate.  Thefe  are  the  mechanics  of 
the  city  j  the  whites,  whether  Creoles  or  Chapitoncs, 
dildaining  fuch  mean  occupations,  follow  nothing  be- 
low merchandize.  But  it  being  impofflble  for  all  to 
fucceed,  great  numbers  not  being  able  to  procure  fuf- 

5  ficient 


4i5       fiON  ULLbA's  VOVAGE 

ficient  credit,  become  poor  and  miferable  from  their 
aveffion  to  thofe  trades  they  follow  m  Europe ;  and 
inftead  of  the  riches,  which  they  flattered  themielves 
with  poflefiing  in  the  Indies,  they  experience  the  moft 
complicated  wretchednefs. 

The  cl^s  of  Negroes  is  divided  into  two  parts,  the 
free  men  and  the  flaves ;  the  latter  are  employed  in 
the  farms  and  villages,  and  part  in  the  cityi  Thqfk 
in  the  city  are  obliged  to  perform  the  moft  laborious 
iervices,  and  pay  out  of  their  wages,  a  certun  aupta 
to  their  mafters,  fubfifting  themfelves  on  the  fniall  re- 
minder. The  violence  of  the  heat  not  perautting 
them  to  wear  any  cloaths,  their  only  covering  is  a 
fmall  piece  of  cotton  ftufF  about  their  waift ;  the  fe- 
fnale  flaves  go  in  the  fame  manner.  Some  of  diefe 
live  at  the  farm  houfes,  being  married  to  the  flaves 
who  work  there*,  while  thofe  in  the  city  fell  in  the 
markets  all  kinds  of  eatables  and  dry  fruits^  fweet- 
meats,  cakes  made  of  maize  and  caflava,  and  feveral 
other  things  about  the  ftrects.  Thofe  who  have  chil- 
dren fucking  at  their  brcafts,  carry  them  on  their 
flioulders,  in  order  to  have  their  arms  at  liberty ;  and 
when  the  infant  is  hungry,  they  give  them  the  breaft 
cither  under  the  arm,  or  over  the  ftioulder,  without 
taking  them  from  dieir  backs.  This  will  perhaps  ap- 
pear incredible,  but  their  breafts  being  left  to  grow 
without  any  prcflure  on  them,  often  hang  down  to 
their  very  waift. 

In  the  houfe  the  whole  exercifc  of  the  ladies  conftfts 
in  fitting  in  their  hammocks,  and  fwinging  themfelves 
for  air.  Thb  is  fp  general  a  cuftom,  that  there  is  not 
a  houfe  without  two  or  three,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  family.  In  thefe  they  pafs  the  greater  part 
of  the  day  •,  and  often  men,  as  well  as  women,  flecp 
in  them,  without  minding  the  inconvenicncy  of  not 
ftretching  the  body  at  full  length. 

Both  fexes  are  obferved  to  be  poflTeflcd  of  a  great 

fliare  of  wit  and  penetration,  and  alfo  of  a  genius  pro-- 

per  to  excel  in  all  kinds  of  mechanic  arts.    This  is 
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particularly  confpicuous  in  thofe  who  apply  thcm- 
felves  to  literature,  and  who,  at  a  tender  age,  fhew  a 
judgment  and  perfpicacity,  which,  in  other  climates, 
is  attained  only  by  a  long  feries  of  years  and  the 
greatcft  application.  This  happy  difpofition  con- 
tinues till  they  arc  between  twenty  and  thirty  years 
of  age,  after  which  they  generally  decline  as  faft  as 
they  rofe ;  and  frequently  before  they  arrive  at  that 
age,  when  they  fhould  begin  to  reap  the  advantage 
of  their  Ihidies,  a  natural  indolence  checks  their  far- 
ther progrefs^  and  they  forfake  the  fciences,  leaving 
the  furprifing  efFefts  of  their  capacity  imperfeft. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  (hort  duration  of  fuch 
promifing  beginnings,  and  of  the  indolent  turn  fo 
often  feen  in  theie  bright  geniufes,  is  doubtlefs  the 
want  of  proper  objefts  for  exercifmg  their  faculties, 
and  the  linall  hopes  of  being  preferred  to  any  poft 
anfwerable  to  the  pains  they  have  taken  :  for  as  there 
is  in  this  country  neither  army  nor  navy,  and  the  civil 
employments  very  few,  it  is  not  at  all  furprifing,  that 
the  defpair  of  making  their  fortunes  by  this  method 
fhould  damp  their  ardor  for  excelling  in  the  fciences, 
and  plunge  them  into  idlenefs,  the  fure  forerunner  of 
vice  ;  where  they  lofe  the  ufe  of  their  reafon,  and 
ftifle  thofe  good  principles  which  fired  them  when  ' 
young  and  under  proper  fubjedion.  The  fame  is  evi- 
dent in  die  mechanic  arts ;  wherein  they  early  excel, 
and  fpeedily  decline,  from  the  caufes  already  men- 
tioned. 

Charity  is  a  virtue  in  which  all  the  inhabitants  of 
Carthagena,  without  exception,  may  be  faid  particu- 
larly to  excel ;  and  did  they  not  liberally  exert  it  to- 
wards European  ftrangers,  who  generally  come  hither, 
as  they  phrafe  it,  to  feek  their  fortune,  they  would 
often  perifh  with  fickncfs  and  poverty.  This  appears 
a  fubjeft  of  fuch  importance,  though  well  known  to 
all  who  have  vifited  this  part  of  the  world,  that  a 
word  or  two  muft  be  added  on  it,  in  order  to  un-» 
deceive  thofe  who,  not  contented  with  perhaps  a 
competent  eftate  in  then:  own  country,  imagine  that 
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it  is  only  fetting  their  foot  in  the  Indies,  and  their  for- 
tune is  made. 

Thofe  on  board  of  the  galleons  who  are  called 
.  Pulizones,  are  men  without  employment,  ftock,  or 
recommendation;  who  leave  their  country  as  fugi- 
tives, and,  without  licence  from  the  officers,  come  to 
ftek  their  fortune  in  a  country,  where  they  are  utterly 
unknown.  Thcfe,  after  traverfmg  the  ftrects  till 
they  have  nothing  left  to  procure  them  lodging  or 
food,  are  reduced  to  have  recourfe  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity,, the  Francifcan  hofpital,  where  they  receive 
not  in  a  quantity  fufficient  to  fatisfy  hunger,  but  barely 
to  keep  them  alive,  a  kind  of  pap  made  of  caflava ; 
which,  as  the  natives  themfelves  will  not  eat  it,  the 
tafte,  to  wretched  mortals  never  ufcd  to  fuch  food, 
may  be  eafily  conceived.  As  this  is  their  food,  {o 
their  lodging  is  the  entrance  of  the  fquares,  and  the 
portico's  of  churches,  till  their  good  fortune  throws 
them  in  the  way  of  hiring  themfelves  to  fome  trader 
going  up  the  country,  and  who  wants  a  fcrvant :  for 
the  city  merchants,  (landing  in  no  need  of  them,  fliew 
no  great  countenance  to  thefe  adventurers,  as  they 
n-^ay  very  juftly  be  called.  Affedted  by  the  difference 
of  the  climate,  aggravated  by  bad  food,  dcjefted  and 
tortured  by  the  entire  difappointment  of  their  roman- 
tic hopes,  they  fall  into  a  thoufand  evils,  which  can- 
not well  be  reprefented ;  and  among  others,  that  dil^ 
temper  called  at  Carthagena,  Chapelanada,  or  the 
diftemper  of  the  Chapitones,  without  any  other  fuc- 
cour  to  fly  to  than  Divine  Providence ;  for  none  find 
admittance  into  the  hofpital  of  St.  Juan  dc  Dios,  but 
thofe  who  are  able  to  pay ;  and  confequendy  poverty 
becomes  an  abfolute  exclufion.  Now  it  is  that  the 
charity  of  thefe  people  becomes  confpicuous.  The 
Negro  and  Mulatto  and  other  free  women,  moved  at 
their  deplorable  condition,  carry  them  to  their  houfes, 
and  nurfe  them  with  the  greateft  care  and  afFeftion. 
If  any  one  die,  they  bury  him  by  the  charity  they  pro- 
cure, and  even  caufc  mafTcs  to  be  faid  for  him.     The 
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general  ifllie  of  this  endearing  benevolence  is,  that  the 
Chapicone,  on  his  recovery,  during  the  fervour  of  his 
jratitude,  marries  either  his  Negro  or  Mulatto  bene- 
Padrefs,  or  one  of  her  daughters  ;  and  thus  he  is  fet- 
tled, but  much  more  wretchedly  than  he  could  have 
been  in  his  own  country,  though  he  had  only  his  la- 
bour to  fubiill:  on. 

The  difintercftednefs  of  thefe  people  is  fuch,  that 
tlieir  companion  toward  the  Chapitones  muft  not  be 
imputed  to  the  hopes  of  producing  a  marriage,  it 
being  very  common  for  them  to  refufe  offers  with 
regard  to  themfelves  or  their  daughters,  that  their 
mifery  may  not  be  perpetual ;  but  endeavour  to  find 
them  a  matter,  whom  they  may  attend  up  the  coun- 
try, whither  their  inclination  or  the  faireft  profpeCts 
lead  them, 

Thofe  who  remain  in  the  city,  whether  bound  by 
one  of  the  above  marriages,  or  become  watermen  and 
labourers,  or  fuch  like  mean  occupations,  are  fo  ha- 
rafled  with  labour,  and  their  wages  fo  fmall,  that  their 
condition  in  their  own  country  muft  have  been  mifer- 
able  indeed,  if  they  have  not  reafon  to  regret  their 
quitting  ic.  And  the  height  of  their  enjoyment,  after 
toiling  all  day  and  part  of  the  night,  is  to  regale  them- 
felves with  fome  bananas,  a  cake  of  maize,  or  cafava, 
which  ferves  for  bread,  and  a  (lice  of  cafajo,  or  hung 
beef;  without  ever  tatting  any  wheat  bread  during 
the  whole  year. 

Others,  and  not  a  few,  equally  unfortunate  with 
the  former,  retire  to  fome  fmall  farm-houfe,  where 
in  a  bujio,  or  ftraw  hut,  they  live  little  different  from 
beafts,  cultivating,  in  a  very  fmall  fpot,  fuch  vege- 
tables as  are  at  hand,  and  fubfitting  on  the  fale  of  them. 
Among  the  reigning  cuftqms  here,  fome  are  very 
different  from  thofe  of  Spain,  or  the  moft  known 
parts  of  Europe.  The  principal  of  thefe  are  the  ufc 
of  brandy,  cacao,  honey,  fweetmeats,  and  fmoaking 
tobacco,  which  fhall  be  taken  notice  of  in  their  proper 
places. 
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The  ufe  of  brandy  is  fo  common,  .that  the  moft  re- 
gular and  fobcr  perfons  of  all  degrees  never  omit 
drinking  a  glafs  of  it  every  morning  about  eleven 
o'clock,  alleging  that  this  fpirit  ftrengthens  the  fto- 
mach,  weakened  by  copious  and  conftant  perfpira- 
tion,  and  (happens  the  appetite.  Hacer  las  once^  to 
do  the  eleven,  that  is,  to  drink  a  glafs  of  brandy,  is 
the  common  phrafe.  This  cuftom,  not  cfteemed  per- 
nicious by  thefe  people  when  ufcd  with  moderation, 
has  degenerated  into  vice  4  many  being  fo  fond  of 
it,  that  during  the  whole  day,  they  do  nothing  but 
hacer  las  once. 

Chocolate,  here  known  only  by  the  name  of  cacao, 
is  fo  common,  that  there  is  not  a  negro  flave  but  con- 
ftantly  allows  himfelf  a  regale  of  it  after  breakfaft ; 
and  the  negro  women  fell  it  ready  made  about  the 
ftreet$,  at  the  rate  of  a  quarter  of  a  real  '(about  five 
farthings  fterling)  for  a  di(h.  This  is  however  fo  far 
from  being  all  cacao,  that  the  principal  ingredient  is 
maize ;  but  that  ufed  by  the  better  fort  is  neat,  and 
worked  as  in  Spain.  This  they  conftantly  repeat  an 
hour  after  dinner,  but  never  ufe  it  faffing,  or  without 
eating  fomething  with  it.  They  alfo  make  a  great 
ufe  of  fwcetmeats  and  honey  -,  never  fo  much  as 
drinking  a  glafs  of  water  without  previoufly  eating 
fpme  fweetmeats.  Honey  is  often  preferred  as  the 
fweeter,  to  conferves  or  other  fweetmeats,  either  wet 
or  dry.  Their  fweetmeats  are  eaten  with  wheat  bread, 
whrch  they  ufe  only  with  thefe  and  chocolate  5  the 
honey  they  fpread  on  cafava  cakes. 

The  paifion  for  fmoaking  is  no  lefs  univerfal,  pre- 
vailing among  perfons  of  all  ranks  in  both  fexes.  The 
ladies  and  other  white  women  fmoak  only  in  their 
houfes ;  a  decency  not  obferved  either  by  the  women 
of  the  other  cafts,  nor  by  the  men  in  general,  who 
regard  neither  time  nor  place.  The  manner  of  ufmg 
it  IS,  by  flender  rolls  compofed  of  the  leaves  of  that 
plant  J  and  the  women  have  a  particular  method  of 
inhaling  the  fmoak.   They  put  the  lighted  part  of  the 
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roll  into  their  mouths,  and  there  continue  it  a  long 
time,  without  its  being  quenched,  or  the  fire  incom- 
moding them.  A  compliment  paid  to  thofe  for  whom 
they  profefs  an  intimacy  and  efteem,  is  to  light  their 
tobacco  for  them,  and  to  hand  them  around  to  thofc 
who  vifit  them.  To  refufe  the  offer  would  be  a  mark 
of  rudenefs  pot  cafily  digefted ;  and  accordingly  they 
are  very  cautious  of  paying  this  compliment  to  any 
but  thofe  whom  they  previoufly  know  to  be  ufed  to 
tobacco. 

One  of  the  mod  favourite  amufements  of  the  na- 
tives here,  is  a  ball,  or  fandango,  after  the  manner  of 
the  country.  And  thefe  are  the  diftlngvilhed  rejoic- 
ings on  feitivals  and  remarkable  days.  But  while  the 
galleons,  guarda-coftas,  or  other  Spanifh  Ihips  arQ 
here,  they  arc  moft  common,  and  at  the  fame  time 
conduced  with  the  leaft  order ;  the  crews  of  the  (hips 
forcing  themfelves  into  their  ball-rooms.  Thefe  di- 
verfions,  in  houies  of  diflindtion,  are  condufted  in  a 
very  regular  manner ;  they  open  with  Spanilh  dances, 
and  are  fucceeded  by  thofe  ot  the  country,  which  arc 
not  without  fpirit  and  gracefulnefs. 

The  fandangos,  or  balls  of  the  populace,  confift 
principally  in  drinking  brandy  and  wine,  intermixed 
with  indecent  and  fcandalous  motions  and  geftures ; 
and  thefe  continual  rounds  of  drinking  foon  give  rife 
to  quarrels,  which  often  bring  on  misfortunes.  When 
any  ftrangers  of  rank  vifit  the  city,  they  are  generally 
at  the  expence  of  thefe  balls ;  and  as  the  entrance  is 
free  to  all,  and  no  want  of  liquor,  they  need  give 
themfelves  no  concern  about  the  want  of  company. 

Their  burials  and  mournings  are  alfo  fomething  fin- 
gular,  as  in  this  particular  they  endeavour  to  difplay 
their  grandeur  and  dignity,  too  often  at  the  expence 
of  their  tranquillity.  If  the  deceafed  be  a  perfon  of 
condition,  his  body  is  placed  on  a  pompous  catafalco, 
erefled  on  the  principal  apartment  of  the  houfc, 
amidft  a  blaze  of  tapers.  In  this  manner  the  corpfe 
lies  twenty-four  hours  or  longer,  for  th^  acquaintance 
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of  the  family  to  vifit  it  at  all  hours ;  and  likewife  the 
lower  clafs  of  women,  among  whom  it  is  a  cuftom  to 
come  and  lament  the  deceafed.  The  funeral  alfo  is 
accompanied  with  the  like  noify  lamentations  •,  and 
even  after  the  corpfe  is  depofited  in  the  grave,  the 
mourning  is  continued  in  the  houfe  for  nine  days. 

The  French  mathematicians  arrived  at  Carthagena 
on  the  fixteenth  of  November,  1735,  where  they  were 
joined  by  the  Spanilh  artifts  -,  and  on  the  24th  they 
all  embarked  on  board  a  French  frigate  for  Porto- 
bello.  The  paflage  was  very  Ihort  and  pleafant  •,  fo 
that  on  the  29th  of  the  fame  month  they  came  to  ai^ 
anchor  in  Porto-bello  harbour. 

The  town  of  St.  Philip  de  Pprto-bello,  according 
to  their  observations.  Hands  in  9  deg,  34  min.  ^5  fc- 
conds  north  latitude ;  and  by  the  obfervations  of  fa- 
ther Feuillee,  in  the  longitude  of  82  deg.  10  min.  W, 
from  the  meridian  of  Paris.  This  harbour  Was  dif^ 
covered  on  the  fecond  of  November  1502  by  Chrifto- 
pher  Columbus,  who  was  fo  charmed  with  its  extent, 
depth,  and  fccurity,  that  he  gave  it  the  name  of 
Porto-Bello,  or  the  fine  harbour. 

The  town  (lands  near  the  fea,  on  the  declivity  of  a 
mountain  furrounding  the  whole  harbour.  Many  of 
the  houfes  are  built  with  wood,  but  in  feme  the  firft 
ftory  is  of  ftone,  and  the  remainder  of  wood.  They 
are  about  130  in  number,  and  moft  of  them  large  and 
fpacious.  It  is  under  the  jurifdi6tion  of  a  governor, 
with  the  title  of  lieutenant-general,  under  the  prefi- 
dent  of  Panama.  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  town  is 
a  quarter  called  Guinea,  becaufe  there  all  the  negroes, 
whether  flaves  or  free,  have  their  habitations.  This 
quaner  is  much  crouded  when  the  galleons  are  in  the 
harbour,  moft  of  the  inhabitants  or  the  town  entirely 
quitting  their  houfes  at  that  feafon,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  letting  them,  while  others  content  themfelves 
with  a  fmall  part,  in  order  to  make  money  of  the  reft. 
In  a  large  track  between  the  town  and  Gloria  caftle, 
barrjicks  are  ereftcd,  and  principally  filled  with  the 
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fliips  crews  -,  who  keep  ftalls  of  fwectmeats,  and  other 
kind  of  eatables,  brought  from  Spain.  But  after  the 
conclufion  of  the  fair,  when  the  (hips  are  failed,  all 
thofe  buildings  arc  taken  down,  and  the  town  returns 
to  its  former  tranquillity  and  emptinefs. 

The  harbour  of  Porto  Bello  is  extremely  commo« 
dious  for  all  forts  of  fhips  or  v.  flcls ;  and,  though  its 
entrance  is  very  wide,  it  is  well  defended  by  fort  St. 
Philip  de  todo  Fierro.  It  Hands  on  the  north  point 
of  the  entrance,  which  Is  about  fix  hundred  fathoms, 
or  fomething  Icfs  than  the  fourth  part  of  a  league 
broad  -,  but  the  fouth  fide  being  full  of  rifes  of  rocks, 
extending  to  fome  diftance  from  the  fhore,  a  (hip  is 
obliged  to  ftand  to  the  north,  through  the  decpeft  part 
of  the  channel,  which  lies  in  the  middle  of  the  en- 
trance, and  thus  continues  in  a  ftraight  direction,  hav- 
ing nine,  ten,  or  fifteen  fathom  w^ter,  and  a  bottom 
of  clayey  mud  mixed  with  chalk  and  fand. 

On  the  fouth  fide  of  the  harbour,  and  oppofite  to 
the  anchoring  place,  is  a  large  caftle,  called  Santo  Ja* 
go  dc  la  Gloria;  to  the  eaft  of  which,  at  the  diftanco 
of  about  an  hundred  fathoms,  begins  the  town,  hav- 
ing before  it  a  point  of  land  projeding  into  the  har- 
bour. On  this  point  ftood  a  fmall  fort  called  St.  Je- 
rom,  within  ten  toifcs  of  the  houfes.  All  thefe  were 
demolifhed  by  admiral  Vernon,  who  in  1739  made 
himfclf  mafter  of  this  port. 

Among  the  mountains  which  furround  the  whole 
harbour  of  Porto  Bello,  beginning  from  St.  Philip  de 
todo  Fierro,  or  the  iron  Caftle,  and  without  any  de- 
crcafe  of  height,  extends  to  the  oppofite  point,  one  is 
particularly  remarkable  by  its  fuperior  altitude,  as  if 
defigned  for  the  barometer  of  the  country,  by  fore- 
telling every  change  of  weather.  This  mountain,  dit 
tinguifhed  by  the  name  of  Capiro,  ftands  at  the  ut« 
moft  extremity  of  the  harbour,  in  the  road  to  Panama. 
Its  top  is  always  covered  with  clouds  of  a  denfity  and 
darknefs  feldom  feen  in  this  atmofpherc ;  and  from 
(hef<;,  which  9xc  called  the  capillo,  or  cap,  has  poflibly 
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been  corruptly  formed  the  name  of  Monte  Capiro. 
When  ditic  clouds  thicken,  increafe  their  blacknefs, 
and  fink  below  their  ufual  ftation,  it  is  a  fure  fign  of  a 
tcmpeft:  while,  on  the  other  hand,  their  clearneis 
and  afcent,  as  certainly  indicate  the  approach  of  fair 
weather.  It  muft  however  be  remembered,  that  thefc 
changes  are  very  frequent,  and  alcnoft  inftantaneous. 

The  jurifdidtion  of  the  lieutenant-general  governor 
of  Porto  Bello,  is  limited  to  the  town  and  the  forts ; 
the  neighbouring  country,  over  which  it  might  be 
extended,  being  full  of  mountains,  covered  with  im- 
penetrable forefts,  except  a  few  valleys,  in  which  arc 
thinly  fcattered  fome  fmall  farms. 

1  he  inclemency  of  the  climate  of  Porto  Bello  is 
fufficiently  knoyrn  all  over  Europe.  Not  only  ftran- 
gers  who  come  thither  are  affefted  by  it,  but-even  the 
natives  thenifelves  fuffer  in  various  mapners.  It  de- 
ftroys  the  vig(iur  of  nature,  ^nd  often  untimely  cup 
the  thiead  of  life.  Ihe  heat  iscxcelTive,  being  aug- 
iDcnted  by  the  fituationof  the  town,  which  isfurround- 
ed  with  -high  mountains,  without  any  interval  for  the 
winds,  whereby  it  might  be  refreftied.  The  frees  on 
thefe  mountains  ftand  fo  thick  as  to  intercept  the  rays 
of  the  fun  ;  and  confequently  hinder  them  from  drying 
the  earth  unuer  them  :  hence  copious  exhalations 
form  large  clouds,  and  precipitate  in  violent  torrents 
of  rain.  But  thcfe  arc  no  fooner  over,  than  the  fqn 
breaks  forth  afrefti,  and  ftiines  with  his  former  fplen- 
dor ;  though  fcarce  has  the  adivity  of  his  rays  dried 
the  furface  of  the  ground,  not  covered  by  the  trees, 
than  the  armofphere  is  ag^in  clouded  by  another  cql- 
ledion  of  thick  vapours,  and  the  fun  again  con- 
cealc4.;  and  in  this  manner  it  continues  dyring  the 
whole  day  :  the  night  is  alfo  fubjeft  to  the  fame  yi- 
cifljtutics. 

1  hefe  torrents  of  rain,  which  by  their  fuddennefs 
and  impetuofity  feem  to  threaten  a  fecond  deluge,  are 
accompanied  with  fuch  tempefts  of  thunder  and  light- 
pingj  as  muft  daunt  the  moft  refojut?.     To  this  in^y 
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be  added  the  bowlings  and  (hrieks  of  the  multitudes 
of  monkeys  of  all  kinds,  which  live  in  the  forefts  of 
the  mountains,  and  which  are  never  louder,  than  when 
a  man  of  war  fires  the  morning  and  evening  gun» 
though  they  are  fo  much  ufed  to  it. 

This  continual  inclemency,  added  to  the  fatigue  of 
the  feamen  in  unloading  the  fhips,  renders  them  weak 
and  faint ;  and  they,  in  order  to  recru.it  their  fpirits, 
have  recourfe  to  brandy,  of  which  there  is,  on  thefe 
occafions,  an  incredible  confumption.  The  exceffive 
labour,  immoderate  drink,  and  the  inclemency  and 
unhealthfulnefs  of  the  climate,  muft  jointly  dcftroy 
the  beft  conftitutions,  and  produce  thofe  deleterious 
difeaies  fo  common  in  this  country.  But  it  is  not  the 
feamen  alone  who  are  fubjed  to  theie  difeafes  ^  others 
who  are  ftrangers  to  the  feas,  and  not  concerned  in  the 
fatigues,  are  alfo  attacked  by  them  ;  and,  confe- 
quently,  is  a  fufficient  demonftration  that  the  other 
two  are  only  collateral,  though  they  tend  both  to 
fpread  and  inflame  the  diftemper.  On  fome  occafions, 
pKyficians  have  been  fent  for  from  Carthagena,  as  be- 
ing fuppoled  to  be  better  acquainted  with  the  propereft 
methods  of  curing  the  diftempers  of  this  country,  and 
confequently  more  able  to  recover  the  feamen :  but 
experience  has  (hewn,  that  this  intention  has  been  fo 
little  anfwered,  that  the  galleons,  or  other  European 
ihips,  which  (lay  any  time  here,  feldom  leave  it,  with- 
out burying  half,  or  at  lead  one  third  of  their  men  5 
and  hence  this  city  has  with  too  much  reafon  been 
termed  the  grave  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  it  may  with 
much  greater  propriety  be  applied  to  thofe  of  other 
nations  who  vifit  it. 

The  nunibcr  of  the  inhabitants  of  Porto  Bello,  by 
reafon  of  its  fmallqefs,  and  the  inclemency  of  its  cli- 
mate, i$  very  inconfiderable,  and  the  grcateft  part  of 
theie  are  negroes  and  mplattoes,  there  being  fcarce 
thirty  white  families ;  for  all  who  by  commerce  or 
their  eftates  are  in  eafy  circumftances,  remove  to  Pa- 
nama, fo  that  thofe  only  flay  a(  Porto  QcHo  whofe 
employment  oblige  them  to  it. 

2  Provl- 


426        DON  ULLOA's  VOYAGE 

Provifions  are  fcarce  at  Porto  Bello,  and  conic* 
quently  dear,  particularly  during  the  time  of  the  gal- 
leons and  the  fair,  when  there  is  a  necefTity  for  a  fup- 
ply  fronn  Carthagena  and  Panama.  The  only  thing 
in  plenty  here  is  fiOi,  of  which  there  is  a  great  va- 
riety, and  very  good.  It  alfo  abounds  in  fugar-canes, 
fo  that  the  chacaras,  or  farm  houfes,  if  indeed  they 
deferve  that  name,  are  built  of  them.  They  have 
alio  fugar-works,  where  fugar,  molafles,  and  rum, 
are  made. 

Frefh  water  pours  down  in  ftreams  from  the  nioun- 
tains.  Tome  running  without  the  town,  and  others 
croffing  it.  Thefe  waters  are  very  light  and  digeftivc, 
and,  in  thofe  who  are  ufe^  to  them,  good  to  create  an 
appetite  -,  qualities  which,  in  other  countries,  wouM 
be  very  valuable,  but  are  here  pernicious.  This  country 
feems  fo  curfed  by  nature,  that  what  is  in  itfelf  good, 
becomes  here  dcftruftive.  For  doubtlefs  this  water 
is  too  fine  and  adive  for  the  ftomachs  of  the  inhabi- 
tants ;  and  thus  produces  dyfenterics,  the  laft  ftagc  of 
all  other  diftempers,  and  which  the  patient  very  fcl- 
dom  furvives.  The  rivulets,  in  their  defcent  from 
the  mountains,  form  little  refervoirs  or  ponds,  whofe 
coolnefs  is  increafed  by  the  (hade  of  the  trees  ;  and  in 
thefe  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  bathe  themfelves 
conftantly  every  day  at  eleven  in  the  morning :  and 
the  Europeans  fail  not  to  follow  an  example  fo  plea-* 
fant  and  conducive  to  health. 

As  the  forefts  almoft  border  on  the  houfes  of  the 
town,  the  tigers  often  make  incurfions  into  the  ftreets 
during  the  night,  carrying  off  fowls,  dogs,  and  other 
domcftic  creatures;  and  fometimes  even  boys  have 
fallen  a  prey  to  them  ;  and  it  is  certain  that  ravenous 
beads,  after  tailing  human  flelh,  prefer  it  to  all  other. 
Befide  the  fnares  ufually  laid  for  them,  the  negroes 
and  mulattoes,  who  fell  wood  in  the  forefts  of  the 
mountains,  arc  very  dexterous  in  encountering  the 
tiger  •,  and  fome  even  on  account  of  the  flender  re- 
ward, feek  them  in  their  retreats.    The  arms  in  this 
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onfet,  fcemingly  fo  dangerous,  are  only  a  lance  of 
fwo  or  three  yards  in  length,  made  of  a  very  ftrong 
wood,  with  the  point  of  the  fame  hardened  in  the  fire ; 
and  a  kind  of  cimeter  about  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
in  length.  Thus  armed  they  ftay  till  the  creature 
makes  an  aflault  on  the  left  arm,  which  holds  the  lance, 
and  is  wrapped  up  in  a  fhort  cloak  of  bays.  Some- 
times the  tiger,  aware  of  the  danger,  feems  to  decline 
the  combat ;  but  his  antagonift  provokes  him  with  a 
fligfit  touch  of  the  lance,  in  order,  while  he  is  defend- 
ing himfelf,  to  ttrike  a  fure  blow  :  for  as  foon  as  the 
creature  feels  the  lance,  he  grafps  it  with  one  of  his 
paws,  and  with  the  other  ftrikes  at  the  arm  which 
holds  it.  Then  it  is  that  the  pcrfon  nimbly  aims  a 
bihw  with  his  cimeter,  which  he  kept  concealed  in  the 
other  hand,  and  hamftrings  the  tiger,  which  imme- 
diately draws  back  enraged,  but  returns  to  the 
charge;  when  receiving  another  fuch  ftroke,  is  to- 
tally deprived  of  his  moft  dangerous  weapons,  and 
rendered  incapable  of  moving.  After  which  the 
pcrfon  kills  him  at  his  leifure ;  and  ftripping  off  his 
fkin,  cutting  off  the  head,  and  the  fore  and  hind  feet, 
returns  to  the  town,  difplaying  thpfe  as  the  trophies 
of  his  viftory. 

Among  the  great  variety  of  animals  in  this  country, 
one  of  the  moll  remarkable  is  the  Perico  Ligero,  or 
nimble  Peter,  an  ironical  name  given  it  on  account  of 
its  extreme  fluggifhnefs  and  floth.  It  refembles  a 
middling  monkey  in  fhape,  but  of  a  wretched  ap- 
pearance, the  Ikin  of  it  being  of  a  greyifli  brown,  and 
all  over  corrugated,  and  the  legs  and  feet  without  any 
hair.  He  is  fo  lumpifh  as  not  to  ftand  in  need  of  ei- 
ther chain  or  hutch ;  for  he  never  ftirs  till  compelled 
by  hunger ;  and  (hews  no  manner  of  apprehenfion  ei- 
ther of  men  or  wild  bcafts.  When  he  moves,  every 
effort  is  attended  with  fuch  a  plaintive,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fo  difagreeable  a  cry,  as  at  once  produces 
pity  and  difguft ;  and  this  even  in  the  flighteft  motion 
pf  the  head,  legs,  or  feet  5  proceeding  probably  from 
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a  general  contraftion  of  the  xnufcles  and  nerves  of  his 
body,  which  puts  him  to  an  extreme  pain  when  h&  en- 
deavours to  move  them.  In  this  difagreeable  cry 
confifts  his  whole  defence  -,  for,  it  being  natural  to 
him  to  fly  at  the  firft  hoftile  approach  of  any  bead,  he 
makes  at  every  motion  fuch  howlings  as  are  even  in- 
fupportable  to  his  purfuer,  who  foon  quits  him,  and 
even  flies  beyond  the  hearing  of  his  horrid  noife.  Nor 
is  it  only  during  the  time  he  is  in  motion  that  he 
makes  thefe  cries ;  he  repeats  them  while  he  refts  him- 
felf,  continuing  a  long  time  motionlefs  before  he  takes 
another  march.  The  food  of  this  creature  is  gene- 
rally wild  fruits  ;  and  when  he  can  End  none  on  -the 
ground,  he  looks  out  for  a  tree  well  loaded,  which  with 
a  great  deal  of  pains  he  climbs  ;  and  in  order  to  fave 
himfelf  fuch  another  toilfome  afcent,  plucks  off  all  the 
fruit,  throwing  them  on  the  ground :  and  to  avoid  the 
pain  of  defcending  the  tree,  forms  himfelf  into  a  ball, 
and  drops  from  the  branches.  At  the  foot  of  this  tree 
he  continues  till  all  the  fruit  are  confumed,  never  ftir- 
ring  till  hunger  forces  him  to  feek  again  for  food. 

Serpents  here  are  very  numerous,  and  very  deftruc- 
tive.  Toads  alfo  fwarm,  not  only  in  the*  damp  and 
marlhy  places,  as  in  other  countries,  but  even  in  the 
ftreets,  courts  of  houfes,  and  all  open  places  in  ge- 
neral. When  it  has  rained  in  the  night,  the  ftreets 
and  fquares  in  the  morning  feem  paved  with  thefe 
reptiles  ;  fo  that  you  cannot  ftep  without  treading 
on  them,  which  fometimes  is  produftive  of  trouble- 
fome  bites ;  for  befide  their  poifon,  they  are  large 
enough  for  their  teeth  to  be  feverely  felt.  At  the 
fame  time,  there  are  fuch  numbers  of  them,  that  no- 
thing can  be  imagined  more  difmal  than  their  croak- 
ings,  during  the  night,  in  all  parts  of  the  town,  woods, 
and  caverns  of  the  mountains. 

The  town  of  Porto  Bello,  fo  thinly  inhabited  by 
reafon  of  it's  noxious  air,  the  fcarcity  of  proviGons, 
and  the  barrennefs  of  its  foil,  becomes,  at  the  time  of 
the  galleons,  one  of  the  moil  populous  places  in  all 
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South  America.  Its  fituation  on  the  ifthmus,  betwixt 
the  fouth  and  north  fea,  the  goodnefs  of  its  harbour^ 
and  its  fmall  diftancc  from  Panama,  have  given  it  the 
preference  for  the  rendezvous  of  the  joint  commerce 
of  Spain  and  Peru  at  its  fair. 

On  advice  being  received  at  Carthagena,  that  the 
Peru  fleet  has  unloaded  at  Panama,  the  galleons  make 
the  bed  of  their  way  to  Porto  BcUo,  in  order  to  avoid 
the  diftempers  which  have  their  fource  from  idlcnefs. 
The  concourfe  of  people  on  this  occafion  is  fuch,  as 
to  raife  the  rent  of  lodgings  to  an  excelTive  degree  -,  a 
middling  chamber,  with  a  clofet,  lets,  during  the  fair, 
for  a  thoufand  crowns,  and  fome  large  houfes  for  four, 
five,  or  fix  thoufand. 

As  foon  as  the  fhips  are  moored  in  the  harbour,  a 
fquare  tent  covered  with  the  fliip's  fails  is  erefted  for 
receiving  the  cargo ;  at  the  landing  of  which  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  goods  are  prefent,  in  order  to  claim 
their  own  bales.  Thefe  are  drawn  on  fledges  to  their 
refpeftive  places  by  the  crew  of  every  fliip. 

While  the  feamen  and  European  traders  are  thus 
employed,  the  land  is  covered  with  droves  of  mules 
from  Panama,  loaded  with  chefts  of  gold  and  filver 
on  account  of  the  merchants  of  Peru  :  yet,  notwith- 
ftanding  all  this  hurry  and  confufion,  no  theft,  lofs, 
or  difturbance,  is  ever  known.  He  who  has  feen 
Porto  Bello  at  other  times,  folitary,  poor,  and  a  per- 
petual filence  reigning  every  where,  the  harbour  quite 
empty,  and  every  place  wearing  a  melancholy  afpedt, 
muft  be  filled  with  aftonifliment  at  the  fudden  change, 
to  fee  the  buftling  multitudes,  every  houfe  crowded, 
the  fquare  and  ftreets  encumbered  with  bales,  and 
chefts  of  gold  and  filver,  and  the  harbour  full  of  fliips 
and  veflTcls.  In  ftiort,  he  will  fee  a  fpot,  at  other 
times  detefted  for  its  deleterious  qualities,  become 
the  ftaple  of  the  riches  of  the  old  and  new  world, 
and  the  fcene  of  one  of  the  moft  confidcrable  branches 
of  commerce  in  the  whole  earth. 

Soon  aft;er  the  Spanifla  and  French  mathematicians 
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arrived  at  Porto  Bello,  they  fent  advice  of  it  to  thi 
prefident  of  Panama,  rcquefting  him  to  fend  fome  of 
the  veflels  ufed  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Chagrci 
to  carry  them  to  Panama ;  as  their  inftrpments  ren- 
dered it  impoffible  for  them  to  travel  through  the  nar- 
row  craggy  roads  leading  from  Porto  Bello  to  that 
city.  He  readily  complied  with  their  requeft,  and 
immediately  difpatched  two  veflels  to  Porto  Bello ;  on 
board  which  they  all  embarked  on  the  2  2d  of  Decem- 
ber, and  rdwed  out  of  Porto  Bello  harbour,  and  at 
four  in  the  evening  landed  at  the  cuHom-houfe  kc  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Chagre. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  mountains  near 
the  town  of  Cruccs.  Its  entrance  at  the  north  fea 
is  defended  by  a  fort  fituated  on  a  fteep  rock  near 
the  fea-fhore,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river. .  About 
twenty  yards  from  this  fort  is  the  town  oif  San  Loren- 
zo de  Chagres* 

The  barks  employed  on  this  river  are  of  two  kinds^ 
the  chatos  and  bongos.  The  former  are,  like  the 
European  veflels,  compofed  of  feveral  pieces  of  tim- 
ber; but  of  a  greater  breadth,  that  they  may  draw 
but  little  water :  they  carry  from  feven  to  eight  hun- 
dred quintals.  The  latter  are  formed^  out  of  one 
piece  of  wood ;  and  it  is  afl:onifliing  to  think  there 
fliould  be  trees  of  fuch  a  prodigious  magnitude,  fome 
of  them  being  eleven  Paris  feet  broad,  and  carry  con* 
veniently  four  or  five  hundred  quintals.  Both  forts 
have  a  cabin  at  the  ftern  for  the  convenience  of  paf- 
fengers,  and  a  kind  of  awning,  fupported  by  wooden 
fl:ancheons,  reaching  to  the  head.  Each  of  thefe  re- 
quire, befide  the  pilot,  eighteen  or  twenty  robufl:  nc^ 
groes  at  leaft: ;  as  it  would  be  otherwife  impofliblc  to 
make  any  way  againft:  the  current. 

Perhaps  nothing  can  excel  the  prolpefts  which  the 
rivers  of  this  country  exhibit.  The  mofl:  fertile  ima- 
gination of  a  painter  can  never  equal  the  magnificence 
of  the  rural  landfcapes  which  are  here  to  be  feen. 
The  groves,  which  Ihade  the  plittns,  and  extend  theu* 
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branches  to  the  river,  are  inhabited  by  an  infinite 
variety  of  creatures*  The  different  fpecics  of  mon- 
keys, (kipping  in  troops  from  tree  to  tree,  hanging 
from  the  branches ;  in  other  places  fix  or  eight  of 
them  linked  together  in  order  to  pafs  a  river,  the 
dams  with  their  young  on  their  (boulders,  throwing 
themfelves  into  odd  poftures,  and  making  a  thoufand 
grimaces,  will  perhaps  appear  fictitious  to  thofe  who 
have  never  feen  them.  But  if  the  birds  be  added^ 
our  reafon  for  admiration  will  be  greatly  increafcd : 
for  here  are  an  amazing  abundance,  whofe  plumage 
glitters  with  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow. 

On  their  arrival  at  Cruces,  they  were  entertained 
by  the  alcalde  of  the  town  -,  and  on  the  27th  fet  out 
on  their  journey  to  Panama,  which  they  reached  in 
the  evening.  They  firft  waited  on  the  prefident, 
who  received  them  all  in  the  moft  cordial  and  en- 
dearing manner. 

Some  indifpenfibic  preparations  detained  them 
longer  at  Panama  than  theyexpeded.  But  at  length 
every  difficulty  being  furmountcd,  they  embarked  in 
the  bay  of  Panama,  and  directed  their  courfe  towards 
the  river  Guiaquil. 

.  Panama  is  built  on  an  ifthmus  of  the  fame  name, 
the  coaft  of  which  is  wafhed  by  the  South-Sea* 
From  the  obfervations  thofe  mathematicians  made 
here,  the  latitude  of  this  city  appears  to  be  8  deg. 
5  min.  48  and  a  half  feconds  north.  With  regard  to 
its  longitude,  it  is  (till  doubtful,  whether  it  is  on  the 
caft  or  weft  fide  of  the  meridian  of  Porto  Bello.  The 
French  geographers  will  have  it  to  lie  on  the  eaft  fide, 
and  accordingly  have  placed  it  fo  in  their  maps ;  but, 
in  thofe  of  the  Spainiards,  it  is  on  the  weft  fide  :  and 
perhaps  the  latter  may  be  concluded  to  have  a  more 
intimate  knowledge  of  their  refpeftive  fituations. 

.  The  houfes  in  general,  when  our  artifts  vifited  this 

city,  were  of  wood,  but  of  one  ftory,  and  a  tiled  roof, 

but  large  ;  and  their  difpofition,  and  the  fymmetry  of 

their  windows,  made  a  handfome  appearance :  a  few 
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were  of  ftonc.    The  ftreets  both  of  the  city  and  fiib- 
urb  are  ftraight,  broad,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  paved. 

Though  the  greateft  part  of  the  houfes  were  for- 
merly of  wood,  fires  were  rarely  known  at  Panama; 
the  nature  of  the  timber  being  fqch,  that  if  any  fire 
is  laid  on  the  floor,  or  placed  againft  a  wall,  it  is 
produdive  of  no  other  confequencc  than  that  of  male* 
mg  a  hole,  without  kindling  into  a  flame,  and  the 
fire  is  extinguifhed  by  the  aftics.  But  notwithftand- 
ing  this  excellent  quality  of  the  wood,  in  the  year 
1737,  the  city  was  almofl:  entirely  confumed;  the 
goodnefs  of  the  timber  being  unable  to  fecure  it  from 
the  ravages  of  the  flames. 

In  this  city  is  a  tribunal  or  royal  audience,  in  which 
the  governor  of  Panama  prefides ;  and  to  this  employ- 
ment is  annexed  the  captainfhip^gcneral  of  Terra 
Firma,  which  is  generally  conferred  on  an  officer  of 
diftinftion,  though  his  common  title  is  that  of  pre- 
fident  of  Panama.  It  is  a  bifliopric,  and  has  alio 
a  court  of  inquifition  appointed  by  the  tribunal  of 
inquifition  at  Carthagena. 

The  harbour  of  this  city  is  formed  in  its  road,  by 
the  fhelter  of  feveral  iflands,  particularly  Ifla  dc  Naos, 
de  Perico,  and  Flamencos  -,  and  the  anchoring  place 
is  before  the  fecond,  and  thence  called  Perico.  The 
Ihips  here  lie  very  fafe ;  and  their  difl:ance  from  the 
city  is  about  two  leagues  and  a  half,  or  three  leagues. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  the  road 
is  7  deg.  39  min.  eafterly.  Both  the  road  and  the 
whole  coaft  abound  in  a  great  variety  of  excellent 
fi(h,  among  which  are  two  kinds  of  oyfters,  one 
fmaller  than  the  other  -,  but  the  fmalleft  are  much 
the  beft. 

At  the  bottom  of  the  fea  are  a  great  number  of 
pearls  •,  and  the  oyfters  in  which  they  are  found  are 
remarkably  delicious.  Thjs  kind  of  fiftiery  is  of 
great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  all  the  iflands 
in  this  bay. 

The  harbour  ^f  Perico  is  the  rendezvous  of  the 
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Peru  fleet,  during  the  time  of  the  fair;  and  is  never 
without  barks  loaded  with  proviftons  from  the  ports 
uf  J-'eru,  and  a  great  number  of  coafting  vcflcls  go- 
ing .fro;n  thence  to  Choco,  and  parts  on  the.  weftern 
coaft  of  that  kingdom. 

The  winds  are  the  fame  as  along  the  whole  coaft; 
the  currents  are  flronger  near  the  iflands  than  at  a 
dillancc  from  them;  but  no  general  rule  can  be 
given  with  regard  to  their  courfe,  that  depending  on 
the  place  where  the  (hip  is,  with  regard  to  the  chan- 
nels which  they  form.  They  alfo  vary  in  the  fame 
place  according  to  the  winds. 

The  inhabitants  of  Panama  greatly  refcmble  thofc 
of  Carthagena  in  their  difpofitions,  except  in  their 
being  more  parfimonious,  and  more  defigning  :  the 
women  imitate  the  drefs  of  the  ladies  of  Peru. 
They  wear  girdles,  and  five  or  fix  chaplets  or  rows 
of  fine  beads  about  their  necks,  together  with  two  or 
more  gold  chains,  having  fome  relics  appendant  from 
them.  Round  their  arms  they  wear  bracelets  of  gold> 
and  firings  of  pearls,  corals,  and  beugles. 

Provifions  of  all  kinds  are  very  dear  in  this  city 
and  its  diftridt,  occafioned  by  the  large  quantity  re- 
quired, and  the  great  diftance  which  they  are  brought; 
but  is  amply  compenfated  by  the  multitude  and  value 
of  the  pearls  found  in  the  oyfters  of  the  gulph; 
and  particularly  thofe  near  the  iflands  del  Rey  Ta- 
bago,  and  others  to  the  number  of  forty-three,  form- 
ing a  fmall  archipelago.  There  are  few  perfbns  of 
fubflance  near  Panama,  who  do  not,  employ  all,  or 
at  Icaft  part  of  their  flaves  in  this  fifliery ;  the  manner 
of  which  not  being  commonly  known,  it  will  not  be 
improper  to  defcribe  it  here. 

The  owners  of  the  negroes  employ  the  mod  pro- 
per pcrfons  for  this  fifliery ;  which  being  performed 
at  the  bottom  of  the  fea,  they  muft  be  both  expert 
fwimmers,  and  capable  of  holdbg  their  breath  along 
lime.  Thcfe  they  fend  to  the  iflands,  where  they 
h^ve  huts  built  for  their  lodgings  and  boats,  which 
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hold  eight,  ten  or  twenty  negroes,  under  the  com- 
mand of  an  officer.  In  thefe  boats  they  go  to  fuch 
parts  as  are  known  to  produce  pearls,  and  where  the 
depth  of  the  water  is  not  above  ten,  twelve,  or  fif- 
teen fathom.  Here  they  come  to  an  anchor,  and  the 
negroes  having  a  rope  fattened  round  their  bodies, 
and  the  other  end  to  die  fide  of  the  boat,  they  take 
with  them  a  fmall  weight  to  accelerate  their  finking, 
and  plunge  into  the  water.  On  reaching  the  bottom 
they  take  up  an  oyfter,  which  they  put  under  the 
left  arm  *,  the  lecond  they  hold  in  their  left  hand,  and 
the  third  in  their  right :  with  thefe  three  oyfters,  and 
fometimes  another  in  their  mouth,  they  rife  to  breathe, 
and  put  them  in  a  bag.  When  they  have  refted  them- 
felves  a  while  and  recovered  their  breath,  they  dive  a 
fecond  time ;  and  thus  continue,  till  they  have  cither 
compleated  their  tallc,  or  ftrength  fails  them.  Every 
one  of  thofe  negroe  divers,  is  obliged  daily  to  deliver 
his  mailer  a  certain  fixed  number  of  pearls  *,  fb  that 
when  they  have  got  the  requifite  number  of  oyfters 
in  their  bag^  they  begin  to  open  them,  and  deliver 
the  pearls  to  the  officer  till  they  have  made  up  the 
number  due  to  their  mafter.  The  remainder  are  the 
property  of  the  negroes. 

Befide  the  toil  of  this  fifhery,  from  the  oyfters 
ftrongly  adhering  to  the  rocks,  they  are  alfo  in  no 
fmall  danger  from  fome  kinds  of  fi(h,  which  either 
feize  the  negroes,  or  by  ftriking  on  them,  cruftx  them 
to  the  bottom.  The  fiftiery  on  the  whole  coaft  is 
obnoxious  to  the  fame  danger  from  thofe  fi(h,  but 
they  are  much  more  frequent  where  fuch  riches 
abound.  The  taburones,  and  tintorctas,  which  are. 
of  an  enormous  fize,  feed  on  the  bodies  of  thefe  un- 
fortunate fifticrmen  ;  and  the  mantas,  or  quilts,  cither 
prcfs  them  to  death  by  wrapping  their  fins  about 
them,  or  trufh  them  with  their  prodigious  weight. 
The  name  Manta  has  not  been  improperly  given  to 
this  fi(h,  either  with  regard  to  its  figure  or  property ; 
for  being  broad  and  long  like  a  quilt,  it  wraps  its  fins 
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round  a  man,  or  any  othef  animal  that  happens  to 
come  within  its  reach,  and  immediately  fqueezes  it 
to  death.  This  fi(h  refcmbles  a  tbornback  in  fhape, 
but  is  prodigioufly  larger. 

£very  negroe,  to  defend  himfelf  againft  thefe  ani^ 
mals,  carries  with  him  a  fharp  knife,  with  which,  if 
the  fi(h  offers  to  aflault  him,  he  endeavours  to  (trike 
it  in  a  part  where  it  has  no  power  to  hurt  him  ;  on 
which  the  fifh  immediately  flics.  The  officers  keep 
a  watchful  eye  on  thefe  voracious  creatures,  and  on 
difcovering  them,  fhake  the  rope  fattened  to  the  ne- 
groes bodies,  that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard. 
Many,  on  the  diver's  being  in  danger,  have  thrown 
themfelves  into  the  water  with  the  like  weapon,  and 
haftened  down  to  their  defence  ^  but  too  often  all 
their  dexterity  and  precaution  are  not  fufficient  to  pro- 
teft  the  diver  from  being  devoured  by  thefe  filh,  or 
loling  one  of  his  limbs  by  their  bice. 

Befidc  thefe  pearls,  the  kingdom  of  Terra  Firma 
was  formerly  equally  remarkable  for  the  fine  gold 
produced  by  the  mines  in  its  territories  •,  and  which 
confequently  proved  a  very  [confiderable  addition  to 
its  riches.  Part  of  thefe  mines  were  m  the  prdvincc 
of  Veraguas,  others  in  that  of  Panama ;  but  mofl:, 
alfo  the  richeft,  and  whofe  metal  was  of  the  fined 
quality,  were  in  the  province  of  Darien  :  and,  on  that 
account,  the  conftant  objects  of  the  miners.  But  the 
Indians  revolting,  and  making  themfelves  matters  of 
the  whole  province,  there  was*  a  neceffity  for  aban* 
doning  thefe  n)ines,  by  which  means  the  grcateft  part 
of  them  were  loft ;  a  few  only  remaining  on  the  fron- 
tiers, which  ftill  yield  a  fmall  quantity  of  goW. 

Though  the  mines  of  Veraguas  and  Panama  arc 
not  expofed  to  thefe  dangers,  yet  they  are  not  worked 
with  more  vigour  than  the  others  \  and  thb  for  two 
reafons.  The  firft  is,  that  befidc  their  being  lefs 
rich  in  metal  than  the  others,  the  ^Id  th^y  yield  is 
not  of  fo  good  a  quality  as  that  of  Darien  -,  the  fe- 
cond,  and  indeed  the  moft  weighty^  is^  that  thefe 
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fcas,  by  their  rich  produce  of  pearls,   offer  a  more 
certain,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  morie  cafy  profit. 

Among  the  creatures  eattn  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Panama,  is  an  amphibious  creature  calkd  guana.  U 
refembles  a  lizard  in  fhape,  but  is  conliderably  larger, 
being  generally,  about  a  yard  in  length.  It  is  of  a 
yellowilh  green  colour,  but  of  a  lighter  yellow  on  the 
belly  than  on  the  back,  where  the  green  predomi- 
nates. It  has  four  legs  like  a  lizard,  but  its  clawi 
are  much  longer  in  proportion  :  they  are  jointed  by 
a  w^b  which  covers  them,  and  is  of  the  fame  form 
with  thofe  -of  gecfe,  except  that  the  talons  at  the  ends 
of  the  toes  arc  much  longer,  and  projeft  entirely  out 
of  the  web  or  membrane.  Its  fkin  is  covered  with 
a  thin  fcale  adhering  to  ir,  and  which  renders  it  rough 
and  hard  •,  and  from  the  crown  of  iis  head  to  the  be- 
ginning of  its  tail,  which  is  generally  about  half  a 
yard,  runs  a  line  of  vertical  fcalcs,  each  fcale  being 
from  one  to  fix  lines  in  breadth,  and  three  or  four  in 
length,  feparated  fo  as  to  make  a  kind  of  iaw :  but 
from  the  end  of  the  neck  to  the  root  of  the  tail,  the 
fcales  gradually  leflen,  fo  that  they  are  fcarce  vifible 
at  the  latter  part.  Its  belly  is,  in  largenefs^  very  dif- 
proportionable  to  its  body  -,  and  its  teeth  are  fcparatcd 
and  very  (harp  pointed.  On  the  water  it  rather  walks 
than  fwims,  bemg  fupported  by  the  webs  of  its  feet  •, 
and  on  that  element  its  fwiftnefs  \s  amazing,  bcirfg 
out  of  fight  in  an  inftant  -,  whereas  on  the  land, 
though  far  from  moving  heavily,  its  celerity  is  much 
lefs.  When  pregnant,  its  belly  fwcUs  to  an  enormous 
fize  •,  and  indeed  they  often  lay  fixty  eggs  at  a  time, 
each  of  which  is  about  as  large  as  that  of  a  pigeon. 
Thefe  eggs  arc  reckoned  a  great  dainty  in  every  part 
of  Amenca  where  the  creature  is  found.  The  flelh 
of  the  guana  is  exceediiig  white,  and  greatly  admired-, 
but  few  B'uropeans  can  be  perfuaded  to  eat  it. 

Every  thing  being  now  ready  for  their  departure, 
they  embarked  on  board  the  St.  Chriftopher,  com- 
branded  by  capt.  Don  Juan  Manuel  Morel,  and  the 
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cjth  of  March,  about  three  in  the  evening,  they 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Manta  bay  ;  being  denrous  cif 
viewing  this  coaft,  in  order  to  know  whetncr  by  form- 
ing their  firft  bale  in  one  of  its  plains,  the  fcries 
t>f  triangles  could  be  continued  to  the  mountains  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Quito. 

Accordingly  they  went  on  Ihore  in  the  evening  of 
the  fixth,  and  repaired  to  the  village  of  Monte  Chrifto, 
about  three  leacrues  from  the  coall  -,  but  foon  found 
that  geometrical  operations  were  impradicable  there, 
the  country  being  every  where  extremely  mountain- 
ous, and  aliiioft  wholly  covered  with  prodigious  trees, 
=dn  infurmountable  obftade  to  any  fuch  dcfign  :  they 
therefore  determined  to  purfue  their  voyage  to  Guia- 
-quil,  and  thence  to  Quito. 

The  bay  of  Manta  was  formerly  remarkable  for 
a  confiderable  pearl  filhery,  but  it  has  been  difcon- 
tinued  for  fome  time.  The  bay  has  probably  its 
name  from  the^reat  quaiitity  of  mantas  in  thofe  parts, 
the  Indian  inhabitants  being  chiefly  employed  in  tak- 
ing that  fifli,  which  they  fait  and  carry  to  the  inland 
provinces.  Europeans  cannot  h^lp  admiring  their 
dexterity  in  this  kind  of  fifhery,  which  they  carry  on 
in  the  following  manner  :  They  throw  into  the  water 
a  log  of  wood,  fuch  as  they  ufe  in  making  a  balza, 
being  about  five  or  fix  yards  in  length,  and  near  a 
foot  in  diameter.  This  log  will  be  fufficient  to  fup- 
port  the  weight  intended,  which  confills  of  a  net  ly- 
ing acrofs  one  end  of  it,  and  an  Indian  (landing  in 
an  ereft  pofition  on  the  other.  On  this  tottering  vcf- 
fel,  afliftcd  by  only  a  fingle  oar,  he  puts  off  to  fea, 
about  the  diftance  of  hair  a  league,  where  he  (hoots 
his  net.  Another  Indian  follows  him  on  a  fimilar 
log,  takes  hold  of  tlu*  rope  faltencd  to  one  end  of 
the  net,  by  which  mcnns  the  v/holc  is  expanded,  and 
feoth  the  Indians  move  toward  the  hmd,  where  their 
parners  wait  to  draw  th.r  net  on  fli<;rc.  In  this  occu- 
pation the  d«*x:erity  and  agility  of  the  Indians  in 
maintaining  an  tqniiibrium  on  the  round  logs,  is  truly 
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amazing  -,  for  the  continual  agitation  of  the  fea  rtn* 
ders  it  abfolutely  neceflaiy  for  them  to  be  continually 
changing  their  pofition,  and  making  diflS^rent  mo* 
tions  with  their  bodies :  and  what  ftill  heightens  the 
difficulty  is,  that  the  Indian  is  at  the  fame  time  oblige 
ed  to  mind  both  his  oar  and  his  net,  in  drawing  it 
.toward  the  land.  They  do  indeed  fometimes,  t)K>ugh 
very  feldom,  flip  off  their  logs ;  but  being  excellent 
fwimmers,  they  recover  their  bark,  and  in  an  inftant 
place  themfclves  in  their  former  pofture. 

On  the  thirteenth  -ef  March  they  left  the  bay  of 
Manta,  and  coafted  along  ihore,  within  the  ifland  de 
la  Plata.  On  the  1 8th-tfaey  anchored  in  the  mouth  of 
the  river  Tumbez,  where  they  remained  till  the  20th  5 
when  at  fix  in  the  morning  they  got  under  fail,  and 
on  the  25th,  at  Bve  in  the  evening,  landed  at  Guia- 
quil,  which  (lands  in  2^  i  /  21^'  S.  Lat. 

Guiaquil  isof  confiderable  extent,  taking  up,  along 
the  banks  of  the  river  from  the  lower  part  of  the  old 
town  to  the .  upper  part  of  the  new,  a  fpacc  of  near 
half  a  league ;  but  the  breadth  is  not  at  all  propor* 
tional,  every  perfon  being  fond  of  having  a  hogfe 
near  the  river.  *  All  the  houfes  of  both  towns  arc 
built  of  wood,  and  many  of  them  covered  with  tiles ; 
though  the  greateft  part  of  thofe  in  the  old  town  arc 
only  thatched  :  but  in  order  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  fires,  by  which  this  city  has  feverely  fuflFered  on 
fcveral  occafions,  fuch  Covering  is  now  prohibited. 
Moft  of  thefe  conflagrations  owed  their  rife  to  the 
malevolence  of  the  negroes,  in  order  to  revenge  fomc 
puniflimcnts  inflifted  on  them  by  their  mafters.  As 
a  farther  pretaution  againfl:  fire,  which  they  have  fo 
much  reafon  to  dread,  the  kitchens  (land  twelve  or 
fifteen  paces  from  the  houfes ;  with  which  they  conw 
municatc  by  means  of  a  long  open  gallery,  .refeoK 
bling  a  bridge;  but  fo  flightly  built,  that,  on  the 
kaft  appearance  of  fire  in  the  kitchen,  it  is  demolifbed 
in  an  inftant :  by  which  means  the  houfe  is  preferved, 

Tht  ground  on  which  the  new  city  is  built,  and 
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the  favannahs  in  its  neighbourhood,  are  not  to  be 
travelled  over  either  on  foot  or  horfeback  during  the 
winter ;  for  being  a  fpungy  chalk,  it  is  every  where 
fo  level,  that  there  is  no  declivity  for  carrying  off  the 
water :  and  therefore  on  the  firft  rain  it  becomes  a  ge- 
neral flough.  In  this  rcfpeft  the  old  town  has  the  ad- 
vantage, being  built  on  a  gravelly  foil,  which  is  never 
impaffablc.  This  city  is  defended  by  three  forts ;  two  on 
the  river  near  the  city,  and  the  third  behind  it,  guarding 
the  entrance  of  a  ravin.  Thefe  are  all  built  after  the 
modern  method  of  fortification ;  but  before  they  were 
crefted,  it  had  only  a  platform,  which  is  ftill  remain- 
ing in  the  old  town.  All  the  churches  and  convents 
are  of  wood,  except  that  of  St.  Domingo,  ftill  ftand- 
ing  in  the  old  town,  which  is  of  ftone :  the  great  fo- 
lidity  of  the  ground  in  that  part  being  fufficient  for 
fupporting  buildings  of  this  kind. 

The  city  and  its  jurifdiftion  are  under  a  corregidor, 
nominated  by  the  king,  who  holds  his  office  during 
five  years.  Notwithftanding  he  is  fubordinate  to  the 
prcfident  and  audience  of  Quito,  he  appoints  the  de- 
puties in  the  feveral  departments  of  his  jurifdidlion, 
and  for  the  police  and  civil  government.  The  eccle- 
fiaftical  government  is  lodged  in  the  biftiop  of  Quito's 
vicar,  who  is  generally  alfo  the  prieft  of  the  town. 
Guiaquil  contains,  in  proportion  to  its  dimenfions,  as 
many  inhabitants  as  any  city  in  all  America  \  the 
continual  refort  of  ftrangers  drawn  thither  by  com- 
merce, contributing  very  greatly  to  iacreafe  the  num- 
ber, generally  computed  at  twenty  thoufand. 

1' hough  the  heat  here  is  equal  to  that  of  Panama 
or  Carthagena,  yet  the  climate  diftinguifhes  itielf  in 
the  colour  of  the  human  fpecies  *,  and  if  a  certain  au- 
thor has  ftyled  it  the  equinoctial  low  countries,  iti' 
allufion  to  the  refemblance  it  bears  to  the  Netherlands 
of  Europe ;  it  may,  with  equal  propriety,  bear  that 
appellation  from  this  fingularity,  namely,  that  all  the 
natives,  except  thofe  born  from  a  mixture  of  blood, 
arefre(h  coloured,  and  fo  finely  featured,  as  juftly  to 
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be  called  the  hancfibmcfl:,  both  in  the  province  of  Qui-' 
to,  and  even  in  all  Peru.  To  thefe  perfonal  advan- 
tages beftowed  by  nature  ih  a  diftinguiftied  manner 
on  the  inhabitants,  it  has  added  the  no  lefs  pleafing 
charms  of  elegance  and  politenefs. 

From  the  commerce  of  this  city  a  ftranger  would 
imagine  it  richer  than  it  aftually  is.  This  is  partly 
owing  to  the  two  dreadful  pillages  it  has  fuffered,  and 
partly  to  fires  -,  by  both  which  it  has  been  totally  ruin- 
ed. Europeans  who  have  raifed  any  thing  of  a  fortune 
here,  when  they  have  no  immoveable  goods  to  detain 
them,  retire  to  Lima,  or  fome  other  city  of  Peru,  where 
they  may  improve  their  ftocks  with  greater  fecurity. 

The  cacao  tree  abounds  in  this  diftrift,  and  is  ge- 
nerally not  lefs  than  eighteen  or  twenty  feet  high.  It 
begins  from  the  ground  to  divide  itfclf  into  four  or 
five  ftems,  according  to  the  vigour  of  the  root,  from 
whence  they  all  proceed.  They  are  generally  between 
four  and  kvcn  inches  in  diameter-,  but  their  firft 
growth  is  in  an  oblique  direftion,  fo  that  the  branches 
are  all  expanded  and  feparated  from  one  another. 
The  length  of  the  leaf  is  between  four  and  fix  inches, 
and  its  breadth  three  or  four.  It  is  very  fmooth,  foft, 
and  terminates  in  a  point,  like  that  of  the  China 
orange  tree*,  but  with  fome  difference  in  colour ;  the 
former  being  of  a  dull  green,  and  has  nothing  of 
the  glofs  obfcrvable  on  the  latter :  nor  is  the  tree  fo 
full  of  leaves  as  that  of  the  orange.  From  the  Item, 
as  well  as  the  branches,  grow  the  pods  which  con- 
tain the  cacao.  The  firft  appearance  is  a  white  blof- 
fom,  not  very  large,  whofc  piftil  contains  the  embryo 
of  the  pod,  which  grows  to  the  length  of  fix  or  Icvcn 
inch?s  and  four  or  five  in  breadth,  fefembling  a 
cucumber  in  fliape  ;  and  ftriated  in  a  longitudinal  di- 
redion,  but  deeper  than  the  cucumber. 

I'he  colour  of  the  pod  while  gowing  is  green,  near- 
ly refembling  that  of  the  leaf;  but  when  arrived  at 
its  full  pcrfcftion,  it  gradually  changes  to  z  yellow. 
The  (hell  which  covers  it  is  thin,  fmooth  and  clear. 

When 
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When  the  fruit  is  arrived  at  its  full  growth,  it  is 
gathered ;  and  being  cut  into  dices,  its  pulp  appears 
white  and  juicy,  with  fmall  feeds,  regularly  arranged, 
and  at  that  time  of  no  greater  confiftence  than  the 
reft  of  the  pulp,  but  whiter,  and  contained  in  a  vctf 
fine  delicate  membrane;  full  of  liquor  refembling 
milk,  but  tranfparent,  and  Ibmething  vifcid  :  at  this 
time  it  may  be  eaten  like  any  other  fruit.  Its  tafte 
is  a  fweetifh  acid  *,  but  in  this  country  is  thought  pro- 
motive of  fevers.  The  yellownefs  of  the  pod  indi- 
cates that  the  cacao  begins  to  feed  on  its  fubftance, 
to  acquire  a  greater  confiftence,  and  that  the  feeds 
begins  to  fill,  the  colour  gradually  fading  till  they 
are  fully  compleat^ ;  when  the  dark  brown  colour 
of  the  fhell  into  which  the  yellow  has  deviated,  indi- 
cates the  proper  time  to  gather  it.  The  thicknels 
of  the  (hell  is  now  about  two  lines,  and  each  feed 
found  incloied  in  one  of  the  compartments  formed  by 
the  tranfverfe  membranes  of  the  pod.  .  After  gather- 
ing the  fruit,  it  is  opened,  and  the  feeds  taken  out 
and  laid  on  (kins  kept  for  that  purpofe  ^  or  more  ge- 
nerally in  vijaua  leaves,  and  left  in  the  air  to  dry. 

This  tree  produces  its  fruit  twice  a-year,  and  in 
the  fafne  plenty  and  goodnefs.  The  quantity  gather- 
ed throughout  the  whole  jurifdiftion  of  Guiaquil 
amounts  at  leaft  to  50,000  cargoes. 

The  cacao  trees  delight  fo  exceffively  in  water,  that 
the  ground  where  they  are  planted  muft  be  reduced 
to  a  mire ;  and  if  not  carefully  fupplied  with  water 
they  die.  .  They  muft  alfo  be  planted  in  the  (hade, 
or  at  leaft  defended  from  the  perpendicular  rays  of 
the  fun.  Accordingly  they  are  always  placed  near 
other  larger  trees,  under  the  (helter  of  which  they 
grow  and  fiourifh. 

The  navigable  part  of  the  river  of  Guiaquil  ex- 
tends ftx>m  the  city  to  the  cuftom-houfeat  Babahoyo, 
the  place  where  the  goods  are  landed.  This  diftance 
meafured  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  between  Guia- 
quil and  the  cuftom-houfe  of  Babahoyo,  is  twenty-. 

four 
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foitr  leagues  and  a  half  ^  and  to  Caracol,  the  landing 
place  in  winter,  twenty* eight  and  a  half. 

The  tides,  during  the  fummer-time)  reach  up  to 
the  cuftom-houfe,  (decking  the  velocity  of  the  cur* 
rent,  and  confequently  caufin^  the  waters  to  fwell  ^ 
best  in  winter,  the  current  bein^  ftronger  and  more 
lapid,  the  increafe  of  the  water  is  vifible  only  in  the 
reaches  near  Guiaquil :  and  in  three  or  tour  difierent 
times  of  the  year,  the.^  great  velocity  of  the  current 
tender  the  tides  impercepcible. 

The  principal  caufe  of  the  fwellings  of  this^river 
aiifes  from  the  torrents  rulhing  down  from  the  Cor- 
dillera. For  though  rain  is  frequent  here,  great  part 
of  the  water  is  received  by  its  lakes,  or  ftagnates  on 
the  plains  *,  fo  that  the  increafe  in  the  waters  of  the 
river  are  entirely  owing  to  the  torrents  from  the 
Diountains. 

The  borders  of  this  river,  together  with  thofe  of 
its  creeks  and  canals,  are  decorated  with  country 
irats,  and  cottages  of  poor  people  of  all  cafts,  hav- 
ing here  both  the  convenience  of  fifhing  and  agricul- 
ture ;  and  the  intermediate  fpaces  filled  with  fuch  a 
variety  of  thickets,  that  art  would  find  it  difficult  to 
imitate  the  delightful  landfcape  here  exhibited  by 
nature. 

The  principal  and  moft  common  materials  uied  in 
building  on  thefe  rivers,  are  canes :  thefe  alfo  form 
the  inward  parts,  as  walls,  floors,  and  rails  of  the 
ftairs.  The  larger  houfes  diflfer  only  in  ibme  of  the 
principal  pieces, .  which  are  of  wood.  The  method 
of  building  is,  to  fix  in  the  earrh,  dght,  ten,  or 
twelve  pieces  of  wood,  more  or  lefs,  according  to 
the  dimenfions  of  the  houfe,  forked  at  the  top,  and 
of  a  proper  length  ;  all  the  apartments  being  on  the 
firft  (lory,  without  any  ground  floor.  Beams  are 
then  laid  acrofs  on  thefe  forks,  at  the  diftance  of  four 
or  five  yards  from  the  ground.  On  theie  beams  canes 
are  laid  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  form  a  kind  of  rafters; 
and  over  thefe,  boards  of  the  fame  canes,  a  foot  and 
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i  half  in  breadth,  which  form  as  firm  and  handfome 
a  flcx>ring  as  if  of  wood.  The  partitions  of  the  fe- 
veral  apartments  are  of  the  fame  materials  ;  but  the 
outer  walls  are  generally  latticed,  for  the  free  adnuf- 
fion  of  the  air.  The  principal  beams  of  the  roof  of 
large  houfes  are  of  timber,  the  rafters  of  cane,  with 
fmaller  in  a  tranfverfe  diredion,  and  over  thefe  vijaua 
leaves.  Thus  a  houfe  is  built  with  very  little  ezr 
pence,  though  containing  all  the  neceiTary  conveni- 
encies.  With  regard  to  the  poorer  fort,  every  one's 
own  labour  ferves  to  procure  him  a  habitation.  The 
lower  part,  both  of  thefe  houfes,  as  well  as  thole  in 
the  greateft  part  of  the  juri»didion  of  Guiaquil,  are 
entirely  open,  without  having  any  fence,  except  the 
pods  and  ftancheons  by  which  the  building  is  fup- 
ported  :  the  ground  floor  is  wholly  ufelefs  in  the  win- 
ter,  when  all  the  country  is  turned  to  mud.  Such 
houfes,  however,  as  (land  beyond  the  reach  of  inun- 
dations, have  ground  floors,  finifhed  like  the  other 
apartments. 

All  the  inhabitants  have  their  canoes  for  pallmg 
from  one  houfe  to  another ;  and  are  fo  dextrous  kk 
the  management  of  thefe  fkiffs,  that  a  little  girl  ven* 
tures  alone  in  a  boat  fo  fmall  and  flight,  that  another 
lefs  flcilful  would  overfet  in  ftepping  into  it. 

The  continual  rams  in  winter,  and  the  flightnefs  of 
the  materials  with  which  thefe  houfe^  are  built,  ren- 
der it  neceflary  to  repair  them  during  the  fummer ; 
but  thofe  of  the  poorer  fort,  which  are  low,  muft  be 
every  year  rebuilt,  efpecially  thofe  parts  which  cooTift 
of  cane,  bujuco  and  vijaua,  while  the  principal  ftan* 
cheons,  which  form  the  foundation,  ftill  continue  fet" 
viceable,  and  able  to  receive  the  new  materials. 

The  veflels  ufed  upon  this  river  are,  chatas,  canoes, 
and  balzas,  or  rafts,  a  name  which  fufliciently  ex- 
plafhs  their  cohftruftion,  but  not  the  method  of  ma- 
naging them  •,  which  thefe  Indians,  ftrangers  to  arts 
2nd  fciences,  have  learned  from  necefllty. 

The  balMs>  called  by  the  Indians  jaogadas,  are 
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compofed  of  five,  feven,  or  nine  beams  of  a  fort  of 
wood,  which,  though  known  here  only  by  the  name 
of  baJza,  the  Indians  o(  Darien  call  puero ;  and,  in 
sSl  appearance,  is  the^ferula  of  the  Latins,  mentioned 
by  Collumella.  It  is  a.wbitifh,  fofc  wood,  and  fo 
very  light,  chat  a  boy  can  eafily  carry  a  log  of  it,  three 
or  four  yards  in  length,  and  a  foot  in  diameter. 

Balzas  arc  not  only  ufed  on  rivers,  but  fmall  voya- 
ges are  made  at  fea  on  them  ;  and  fometimes  they  go 
ts  far  as  Paka.  Their  dimenfions  being  different, 
they  are  alfo  applied  to  different  ufes ;  fome  of  them 
being  fiihing  balzas  ^  ibme  carry  all  forts  of  goods 
from  the  cuftom-houJe  to  Gui^quil,  and  from  thence 
to  Puna,  the  Salto  de  Tumbez,  and  Paita ;  and  others 
of  a  more  curious  and  elegant  conftrudion,  ferve  for 
renooving  families  to  their  eftates  and  country  houfes, 
having  the  fame  convenience  as  on  fhore,  not  being 
the  leaft  agitated  on  the  river :  and  that  they  have 
fufficient  room.fbr  accommodations,  may  be  inferred 
from  their  length  of  the  beams,  which  are  twelve  or 
fifteen  fathoms,  and  about  two  feet,  or  two  and  a 
half  diameter ;  fo  that  the  nine  beams  of  which  they 
conHft,  form  a  breadth  of  between  twenty  and  twen- 
ty-four feet,  and  proportional  in  thofe  of  feven,  or 
any  other  number  of  beams. 

Thefe  beams  are  fattened  or'  lafhed  together,  fo 
fccurely,  that  with  the  crofs  pieces  at  each  end,  which 
are  alfo  lafhed  with  all  pcffible  ftrength,  they  refilt 
•  the  rapidity  of  the  currents  in  their  voyages  to  the 
coaft  of  Tumbez  and  Paita.  Though  by  their 
neglect  in  examining  the  condition  of  the  bqucos, 
whether  they  are  not  rotten  or  worn,  fo  as  to  require 
others,  there  are  fome  melancholy  inllances  of  bal- 
zas, which  in  bad  weather  have  feparated,  and  by 
that  means  the  cargo  loft,  and  the  pafiengers  drown- 
ed. With  regard  to  the  Indians,  they  never  fail  of 
getting  upon  one  of  the  beams,  which  is  fufficient 
lor  them  to  make  their  way  to  the  next  port. 

The  thickeft  bean)  of  thofe  which  compofe  the 
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balza  is  placed  fo  as  to  projeft  beyond  the  other  in  its 
after-part,  and  to  this  is  lafhed  the  firft  beams  on 
each  fide,  and  thus  fucceflivcly  till  the  whole  are  fc- 
cured ;  that  in  the  middle  being  the  principal  picctf, 
and  thence  the  number  of  beams  is  always  odd.  The 
larger  fort  of  balzas  generally  carry  between  four  and 
five  hundred  quintals,  without  being  damaged  by  the 
water ;  for  the  waves  of  the  fea  never  run  over  the 
balza,  neither  does  the  water  fplalb  up  between  the  ^ 
beams,  the  balza  always  yielding  to  the  motion  of 
the  waves. 

Hitherto  we  have  only  mentioned  the  conftruftion 
and  ufcs  they  are  applied  to ;  but  the  greateft  fingu-- 
larity  of  this  floating  vehicle  is,  that  it  faiis,  tacks,  and 
works,  as  well  in  contrary  winds,  as  (hips  with  a  keel^ 
and  makes  very  little  lee- way.  This  advantage  it  de- 
rives from  another  method  of  fteering  than  by  a  rud- 
der ;  namely,  by  fome  boards,  three  or  four  yards  in 
length,  and  half  a  yard  in  breadth,  called  gueras, 
which  are  placed  vertically  both  in  the  head  and  ftern, 
between  the  m^n  beams,  and  by  thrufting  fome  of 
thefe  deep  in  the  water,  and  railing  others,  they  bear 
away,  luff  up,  tack,  lay  to,  and  perform  all  the  other 
motions  of  a  regular  fliip. 

The  increafe  of  fifli  in  this  river  is  greatly  hindered 
by  the  prodigious  numbers  of  alligators :  an  amphi- 
bious creature,  being  both  in  the  rivers  and  the  adja- 
cent plains ;  though  it  is  not  often  known  to  go  far 
from  the  banks  of  the  river.  When  tired  withfwim- 
ming  they  leave  the  water  to  ba(k  themfelves  in  the 
fun,  and  then  appear  more  like  logs  of  rotten  wood 
thrown  afliore  by  the  current,  than  living  creatures : 
but  upon  perceiving  any  veflel  near  them,  they  im- 
mediately throw  themfelves  into  the  water.  Some 
arc  fo  large,  as  to  exceed  five  yards  in  length.  Dur- 
ing the  time  they  lie  balking  on  the  ftiore,  they  keep 
their  huge  mouths  wide  open,  till  filled  with  flies  and 
other  infcfts,  when  they  fuddenly  (hut  their  jaw%  • 
and  fwallow  their  prey.     Whatever  may  have  beca 
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written  with  regard  to  the  fiercenefs  and  rapacity  of 
this  animaly  our  company  of  artifts  found  fronv  ex- 
perience that  they  avoid  a  nnan  v  dnd  on  the  approach  of 
any  one,  immediately  plunge  into  the  water.  Its 
whole  body  is  covered  with  fcales  impenetrable  to  a 
mufkct-ball,  unlefs  it  happens  to  hit  him  in  the  belly, 
Dear  the  fore-legs,  the  only  part  vulnerable. 

The  alligator  is  ^  oviparous  creature.  The  fe- 
male makes  a  large  hole  in  the  fand  near  the  brink  of 
a  river,  and  there  depofits  her  eggs  \  which  are  near- 
ly equal  to  thofe  of  an  oKhich,  and  as  white  as  thofe 
of  a  hen,  but  much  more  folid.  She  generally^  lays 
about  a  hundred,  continuing  in  the  fame  place  till 
they  are  all  depofited,  which  is  a  day  or  two.  She 
then  covers  them  with  the  fand  •,  and  the  better  to 
conceal  them,  rolls  herfelf,  not  only  over  ber  preci* 
ous  depofitum,  but  to  a  conliderable  diftance.  After 
this  precaution  (he  returns  to  the  water,  till  natural 
inftindt  informs  her,  that  it  is  time  to  deliver  her 
young  frohi  tlieir  confinement,  when  (he  comes  to  the 
fpot,  followed  by  the  male,  and  tearing  up  the  land, 
begins  breaking  the  eggs;  but  fo  careruUy,  that 
fcarce  a  fingle  one  is  injured,  and  a  whole  fwarm  of 
little  alligators  are  feen  crawlii^  about.  The  female 
then  takes  them  into  the  water ;  but  the  watchful 
gallinazos,  a  large  bird,  very  common  in  thefe  parts, 
make  ufe  of  this  opportunity  to  deprive  her  of  fomc : 
and  even  the  male  alligator,  who  indeed  comes  for  no 
other  end,  devours  what  he  can,  till  the  female  has 
reached  the  water  with  the  remainingi  for  aH 
thofe  which  either  fail  from  her  back,  or  do  notiwimr 
ihe  herfelf  eats ;  (o  that  out  of  fuch  a  fornnidable 
brood,  happily  not  more  than  four  or  five  efcape. 

Thefe  alligators  are  the  great  dcftroyers  of  the  fifh 
in  this  river,  it  being  their  moft  fate  and  general 
food  ;  nor  are  they  wanting  in  addref^  to  iatisty  their 
defircs  :  eight  or  ten,  as  it  were  by  compadt,  draw 
up  at  the  mouth  of  a  river,  or  creek,  whilft  others  of 
the  fame  corps  go  a  confiderable  diftance  up  the  river, 

and 
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and  chafe  the  fi(h  downward,  by  which  none  of  anf 
bignefs  efcape  them.  The  alligators,  being  unable 
to  eat  under  water,  on  feuing  a  fifh,  raife  their  heads 
above  the  furface.  Afcer  fatisfying  their  appetite^ 
they  retire  to  reft  on  the  baiiks  of  the  river. 

When  they  cannot  find  fiih  to  appeafe  their  hun- 
ger, they  betake  themfclves  to  the  meadows  border- 
.ing  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  devour  calves  and 
colts ;  and  in  order  to  be  more  fecure  in  feizing  their 
prey,  take  the  opportunity  of  the  ni^ht,  that  they 
may  furprife  them  in  their  fleep  :  and  it  is  dbfervcd^ 
that  thofe  alligators  which  have  once  tafted  fle(h^  be- 
come fo  fond  of  it,  as  never  to  take  up  with  fi(h,  but 
in  cafes  of  neceffity.  Their  voracity  has  been  often  felt 
by  the  boatmen ;  who,  by  inconiiderately  deeping  with 
one  of  their  arms  or  legs  hanging  over  the  fide  of  the 
boat,  thefe  animals  have  feizcd,  and  drawn  the  whole 
body  into  the  water.  The  inhabitants  of  thofe  places 
where  they  abound,  are  very  induftrious  in  catching 
and  deftroying  them.  Thdr  ufual  method  is  by  a  cafo- 
nate,  or  piece  of  hard  wood,  fharpened  at  both  ends, 
.and  baited  with  the  lungs  of  fome  animal.  This  ca- 
fonate  they  fatten  to  a  thong,  th?  end  of  which  is 
fecured  to  the  (bore.  The  alligator,  on  feeing  the 
lungs  floating .  on  the  water,  fnaps  at  the  bait ;  and 
thus  both  points  of  wood  enter  into  his  jaws  m  fuch 
a  manner,  that  he  can  neither  ihut  nor  open  his  moutlu 
He  is  then  dragged  alhore,  where  the  Indians  bait 
him  like  a  buU^  knowing  that  the  greateft  damage 
he  can  do,  is  to  throw  down  fuch  as  for  want  of  care 
or  agility  do  not  keep  out  of  his  reach. 

As  ibon  as  the  French  and  Spanifh  artifts  arrived 
at  Guiaquil,  the  corregidor  difpatched  a  meflenger  to 
the  magiftrate  of  Guaranda,  that  he  might  order  car- 
riages to  the  port  of  Caracol,  for  conveying  them 
and  their  baggage  to  the  mountains ;  but  the  pafiage 
being  then  impracticable,  they  Were  obliged  to  con- 
tinue at  Guiaquil  till  the  fummer,  when  on  receiving 
advice  that  the  mules  provided  by  that  magiftrate 
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were  on  the  road  to  Caracol,  they  immediately  em- 
l>arked  on  the  3d  of  May,  173^9  ^^  board  a  large 
chata  :  but  the  ufuid  impediment  of  the  current,  and 
ieveral  ui^ortunate  accidents,  rendered  the  pafiage 
fo  very  long,  that  they  did  not  land  at  Caracol  before 
the  eleventh.  The  tortures  they  received  on  the 
river  from  the  mofchitos  were  beyond  imagination. 
The  mod  difmal  night  they  fpent  in  this  pai&ge,  was 
when  they  came  to  an  anchor  near  a  large  and  hand- 
ibme  houfe,  but  uninhabited  *,  for  they  had  no  fboner 
feated  themfelves  in  it,  than  they  were  attacked  on 
all  fides  with  innumerable  fwarms  of  mofchitos ;  fo 
that  it  was  impofOble  for  a  perfbn  fufceptible  of  feel- 
ing to  be  one  moment  quiet.  In  fliort,  no  expe- 
dient was  of  any  ufe  againft  their  numbers.  The 
fmoke  of  the  trees  they  burnt  to  difperfc  the  infernal 
infefts ;  befide  almoft  choaking  them,  ieemed  rather  to 
augment  than  diminifh  their  multitudes.  At  day- 
break they  could  not  without  concern  look  upon  each 
other ;  their  faces  were  fwelled,  and  their  hands  co- 
vered with  painful  tumours,  which  fufficiently  indi- 
'  cated  the  condition  of  the  other  parts  of  their  bodies, 
cxpofed  to  the  attacks  of  thefc  infefts.  The  follow- 
ing night  they  took  up  their  quarters  in  a  houfc  inha- 
bited, but  not  free  from  mofchitos,  though  in  much 
Icfs  numbers  than  before.  On  informing  their  hoft 
of  the  deplorable  manner  in  which  they  had  fpent 
the  preceding  night,  he  gravely  told  them,  that  the 
houfe  they  fo  greatly  complained  of  had  bee^i  forfaken 
on  acco;unt  of  its  being  the  purgatory  of  a  foul :  to 
which  one  of  the  company  wittily  anfwered,  that  it 
was  much  more  natural  to  think  it  was  forfaken  on 
account  of  its  being  a  purgatory  for  the  body. 

All  the  road  from  Caracol  to  the  Ojibar  is  fo  deep 
and  boggy,  that  the  beads,  at  every  ftep,  funk  al- 
mofl:  up  to  their  bellies ;  but  along  the  banks  of  that 
river,  they  found  it  more  firm  and  commodious.  The 
houfc  they  lodged  in  had  been  for  fome  time  for- 
faken^ like  that  already  mentioned  on  Guiaquil  river, 
4  and 
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and  was  become  a  neft  of  mofchitos  of  all  kinds,  fo 
that  it  was  impofTible  to  determine  which  was  the 
worft.  Some,  to  avoid  the  torture  of  thefe  infcdls, 
ftripped  themielves,  and  went  into  the  river,  keep« 
ing  only  tlieir  heads  above  water ;  but  the  face,  be- 
ing the  only  part  expofed,  was  immediately  covered 
with  them,  fo  that  thofe  who  had  recourfe  to  this  ex- 
pedient were  foon  forced  to  deliver  up  their  whole 
bodies  to  thefe  tormenting  creatures. 

On  the  1 6th,  at  noon,  they  pafTed  by  a  place  called 
Memarumi,  or  Mother  of  Stone,  where  there  is  an 
inconceivably  beautiful  cafcade.  The  rock,  from 
which  the  water  precipitates  itfelf,  is  nearly  perpen- 
dicular, and  fifty  fathoms  in  height;  and  on  both 
fides  bordered  with  lofty  and  fpreading  trees.  The 
clearnefs  of  the  fluid  dazzles  the  fight,  which  is,  at 
the  fame  time,  charmed  with  the  luftre  of  the  vo^ 
lume  of  water  formed  in  its  fall ;  after  which  it  con- 
tinues its  courle  in  a  bed  along  a  fmall  defcent,  and 
is  croiTed  by  a  road.  From  thence  they  continued 
ihcir  journey ;  and  after  croflSng  the  river  twice  on 
bridges,  but  with  equal  danger  as  in  fording  it,  they 
arrived  at  two  in  the  evening  at  a  place  callwd  Tari- 
gagua,  where  they  reded  in  a  large  ftrudture  of  tim« 
ber,  covered  with  vijaua  leaves,  built  for  their  re-; 
ception. 

It  mud  not  be  thought  flrange  to  fay,  that  the 
bridges  are  equally  dangerous  with  the  fords ;  for 
thefe  ilrudures  being  all  of  wood,  and  very  long, 
Ihake  in  pafling  them ;  befide,  their  breadth  is  not 
above  three  fccz^  and  without  any  rails,  fo  that  one 
falfe  ftep  precipitates  the  mule  into  the  torrent*  whert 
it  is  inevitably  loft :  accidents,  according  to  the  re* 
port  of  their  guides,  not  uncommon.  Thefe  brid^ges^ 
by  the  rotting  of  the  wood  under  water,  are  annually 
repaired  toward  winter,  the  only  feafon  when  they 
are  ufed  i  the  rivers,  during  the  fummer,  being  for^^ 
dable. 

At  Tarigagua,  the  traveller  often  {ccs  inft^nces  6f 
Vou  U  C  g  thf 
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the  effefts  of  two  oppoGte  temperatures,  in  two  per- 
fons  happening  to  meet,  one  of  them  coming  from 
Guiaquil,  and  the  other  from  the  mountains :  the  lat- 
ter finds  the  heat  fo  great,  that  he  is  fcarce  able  to 
bear  any  cloaths,  while  the  former  wraps  himfelf  up 
in  all  the  garments  he  can  procure.  The  one  is  to 
ddighted  with  the  warmth  of  the  water  of  the  river, 
that  he  bathes  in  it ;  the  other  thinks  it  fo  cold,  that 
he  avoids  being  fpattered  by  it.  Nor  is  the  cafe  very 
difi^rent  even  in  the  fame  perfon,  who^  after  a  journey 
to  the  mountains  is  returning  to  Guiaquil ;  or  vice 
verfa^  provided  the  journey  and  return  be  made  at 
the  lame  feafon  of  tKe  year. 

At  a  quarter  pad:  nine  in  the  morning,  they  began 
to  afcend  the  mountain  of  San  Antonio,  the  foot  of 
which  is  at  Tarigagua,  and  at  one,  reached  a  place 
called  by  the  Indians  Guamac,  or  Crofi  oi  Canes, 
where  they  halted. 

The  mggednefs  of  the  road  from  Tarigagua  lead- 
ing up  this  mountain,  is  not  eafily  defcribed-r  it  gave 
our  artifts  more  trouble  and  fatigue,  beiide  the  dan- 
gers they  were  every  moment  expend  to^  than  all 
they  had  experienced  in  their  former  journeys.  In 
fome  parts  the  declivity  is  fo  great,  that  the  mules 
can  fcarce  keep  their  footing ;  and  in  others  the  ac- 
clivity is  equally  difficult.  In  many  places  the  road 
h  fo  narrow,  that  the  mules  have  fcarce  room  to  fct 
their  feet ;  and  in  others  a  continued  feries  of  preci- 
pices. Befide,  thefc  roads,  or  rather  paths,  are  full 
of  holes,  or  camelones,  near  three  quarters  of  a  yard 
deep,  in  which  the  mules  put  their  fore  and  hind  feet; 
fo  that  fometimes  they  draw  their  bellies  and  riders 
legs  along  the  ground.  Indeed  thefe  holes  ferve  as 
f^eps,  without  which  the  precipices  would  be  in  a  great 
meafure  impradlicable  But  (hould  the  creature  hap- 
pen to  put  his  foot  between  two  of  thefe  holes,  ot 
inot  place  it  right,  the  rider  falls ;  and  if  on  the  fide 
of  the  precipice,  inevitably  perifhes. 

Thefe  holes,  or  camelones,  as  they  are  called,  ren- 
der 
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dcr  all  this  road  very  toilfome  and  dangerous,  being 
as  it  were  fo  many  obftackrs  to  the  poor  mule$^ 
though  the  danger  is  even  greater  in  thofe  pares  where 
they  are  wanting.  For  as  the  tracks  are  extremely 
fteep  and  Qippery  from  the  foil^  which  is  chalky  an^ 
continually  wet,  fo  they  would  be  quite  impraftl- 
cable,  did  not  the  Indians  go  before  and  dig  litdjp 
trenches  acrofs  the  road  with  fmall  fpades  which  they 
carry  with  them  for  that  purpofe  :  and  thus  both  the 
difficulty  and  danger  of  theie  craggy  paths  are  great- 
ly leflened.  This  work  is  continual ;  every  drove  re- 
quiring a  repetition  of  it:  for  in  lefs  thin  a  night 
the  rain  utterly  deftroys  all  the  trenches  cut  by  feve- 
ral  hands  the  preceding  day.  The  trouble  of  havine 
people  going  before  to  mend  the  road,  the  pains  aris- 
ing from  the  many  falls  and  bruifes,  aud  the  difagree- 
ablenefs  of  beinff  covered  with  dirt,  and  wet  to  the 
ikin,  might  be  the  nK>re  chearfully  fupported,  were 
they  not  augmented  by  the  fight  of  fuch  frightful 
precipices  and  deep  abyfles,  as  muft  fill  the  travel- 
ler's mind  with  terror. 

The  manner  of  defcending  from  thefe  heights  is 
not  lefs  difficult  and  dangerous.  In  order  to  under- 
(land  this,  it  is  necelTary  to  obferve,  that  in  thefe 
parts  of  the  mountains,  the  exceffive  fteepnefs  will 
not  admit  of  the  camelones  being  lafting ;  for  the 
waters,  by  the  continually  foftening  the  earth,  wafh 
them  away.  The  mules  themfelves  are  fenfible  of 
the  caution  requifite  in  thefe  defcents ;  for  coming  to 
the  top  of  an  eminence,  they  ftof>,  and  having  placed 
their  fore-feet  clofe  together,  as  in  a  pofture  of  fl:op- 
ping  themfelves,  they  alfo  put  their  hinder-feet  toge- 
ther, but  a  little  forewards,  as  if  going  to  lie  down. 

In  this  attitude,  having  as  it  were  taken  a  furvey 
of  the  road,  they  Aide  down  with  the  fwiftnefs  of  a 
meteor.  All  the  rider  has  to  do  is  to  keep  himfelf 
faft  \rl  the  faddle  without  checking  his  beaft ;  for  the 
leaft  motion  is  fuflicient  to  diforder  the  equilibrium 
of  the  mule,  in  which  cafe  they  both  unavoidably 
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pcrifli.  Tljc  addrefs  of  this  creature  is  here  truly  won- 
derful ;  for  in  this  rapid  motion,  when  they  feem  to 
have  loft  all  government  of  themfelves,  they  follow 
cxaftly  the  different  windings  of  the  road,  as  if  they 
had  before  accurately  rcconoitred  and  previoufly  fet- 
."tled  in  their  minds  the  rout  they  were  lo  follow,  and 
taken  every  precaution  for  their  fafety  amidft  fo  many 
irregularities. 

But  the  longeft  pradicc  of  travelling  thefe  roads,  can- 
not entirely  free  the  mules  from  a  kind  of  dread  or 
horror,  which  appears  when  they  arrive  at  the  top  of 
a  fteep  declivity :  for  they  ftop  without  being  check- 
ed by  the  rider ;  and  if  he  inadvertently  endeavours 
to  fpur  them  on,  they  continue  immoveable;  nor 
will  they  ftir  from  the  place  till  they  have  put  them- 
felves  in  the  above-mentioned  pofture.  Now  it  is 
that  they  feem  to  be  actuated  by  reafon  ;  for  they  not 
only  attentively  view  the  rogd,  but  tremble  and  fnort 
at  the  danger ;  which  if  the  rider  be  not  accuftomed 
to  thefe  emotions,  cannot  fail  of  filling  him  with  ter- 
rible ideasi  The  Indians  go  before,  and  place  them- 
felves  along  the  fides  of  the  mountain,  holding  \fy 
the  roots  of  trees,  to  animate  the  beafts  with  fhouts» 
till  they  at  once  ftart  down  the  declivity. 

The  natural  difficulty  of  all  the  roads  among  the 
mountains  are  increafed  by  the  negleft  of  them,  which 
is  greater  than  could  eafily  be  conceived.  If  a  tree, 
for  inftance,  happens  to  fall  down  acrofs  the  road, 
and  flop  up  the  paflage,  no  perfon  will  be  at  the  pains 
to  remove  it  -,  and  though  all  paffing  that  way  are 
put  to  no  fmall  difficulty  by  fuch  an  obftacle,  it  is 
fuffi^red  to  continue:  neither  the  government,  nor 
thofe  who  frequent  the  road,  taking  any  care  to  have 
it  drawn  away.  Some  of  thefe  trees  are  indeed  fo 
,  large,  that  their  diameter  is  not  lefs  than  a  yard  and 
a  half,  and  confcquently  fill  up  the  whole  paflTage ; 
in  which  cafe  the  Indians  hew  away  part  of  the  trunk, 
and  affift  the  mules  to  leap  over  what  remains ;  but 
in  order  to  iftis,  iht^  trwxft  be  unloaded ;  and  after 
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prodigious  labour,  they  at  iaft  furmount  the  difficul- 
ty, though  not  without  ^reat  lofs  of  time  and  da* 
mage  to  the  goods.  When,  pleafcd  with  having  got 
over  the  obftacle  themfelves,  they  leave  the  tree  in 
the  condition  they  found  it ;  fo  that  thofe  who  follow 
are  obliged  to  undergo  the  fame  fatigue  and  trouble. 
Thus  the  road,  to  the  great  detriment  of  trade,  re- 
mains encumbered  till  time  has  deftroyed  the  tree. 

They  now  began  to  defcend  with  more  eafe  towards^ 
the  province  of  Chimbo,  attended  by  the  provincial 
alcalde,  and  the  moft  eminent  perfons  of  the  town. 
After  complimenting  them  in  the  moft  cordial  man- 
ner on  their  arrival,  they  proceeded  together,  and 
within  a  league  of  the  town  were  met  by  the  pricft, 
a  dominican,  accompanied  by  feveral  of  his  order,  and 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  who  alfo  left  the  town 
on  the  fame  friendly  occafion :  and,  to  heighten  the 
ceremony,  had  brought  with  them  a  troop  of  cholos. 
or  Indian  boys.  In  this  manner  the  cavalcade  enterea 
the  town,  on  which  all  the  bells  in  the  place  were 
rung,  and  every  houfe  refounded  with  the  noife  of 
crumpets,  tabors  and  pipes. 

On  exprefling  to  the  corregidor  their  furprifc  at 
this  reception,  as  a  compliment  far  above  their  rank, 
he  informed  them  that  it  was  not  at  all  (ingular,  it 
being  no  more  that  what  was  commonly  praftifed 
when  perfons  of  any  appearance  entered  the  town  j 
.and  that  there  was  no  fmall  emulation  between  the 
jeveral  towns  in  paying  thofe  congratulations^ 

After  they  had  palled  the  mountains  beyond  Pu- 
cara,  the  whole  country  within  the  reach  of  the  eye 
during  a  paflfage  of  two  leagues,  was  a  level  and 
open  plain,  having  neither  trees  nor  mountains,  and 
covered  with  fields  of  wheat,  barley,  maize,  and 
other  grain,  naturally  ga-'e  our  artifts  great  pleafurc. 

The  corregidor  entertained  theni  in  his  houfe  at 
Guaranda  till  the  21ft  of  the  fa;rie  month,  when 
they  continued  their  journey  to  Quito;  whither  they 
arrived,  without  meeting  with  any  remarkable  occur* 
icnces^  inafcwdaiys. 

Gg  3  t^ 
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At  the  extremity  of  a  fpacious  plain,  called  Tara 
Bamba,  that  is,  a  muddy  plain,  ftands  the  city  of 
Quito ;  on  which  they  entered  at  five  in  the  evening 
on  the  29th.  The  prelident  of  the  province,  bpfide 
providing  apartments  for  them  in  the  palace  of  the 
audencia,  entertained  them  the  firft  three  days  with 

great  fplendor,  during  which  they  were  vifited  by 
le  bifbop,  the  auditor,  the  canons,  the  regidores, 
and  all  other  perfons  of  ^ny  diftindion,  who  feem^d 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  th^ir  civilities. 

Our  artifts  found  from  accurate  obfervations,  that 
the  city  of  ^Quito  is  fituated  in  the  latitude  of  o  deg. 
13  min.  33  lee.  fouth,  and  in  298  deg.  15  min.  45 
lee,  or  61  deg.  44  min.  15  fee.  weft  longitude  from 
the  meridian  of  Teneriffe.  It  ftands  in  the  inland 
parts  of  the  continent  of  South  America,  and  on  the 
cafkern  fkirts  of  the  weft  Cordillera  of  the  Andes.  Its 
diftance  from  the  coaft  of  the  fouth  iea  is  about  35 
leagues  weft.  Contiguous  to  it  on  the  north-weft,  is 
the  mountains  and  aefart  of  Pichincha,  not  lefs  fa- 
mous among  ftrangcrs  for  its  great  height,  than 
among  the  natives  for  the  great  riches  it  is  imagined 
to  contain.  The  city  is  built  on  the  acclivity  of  that 
mountain,  and  furrounded  by  others  of  a  middling 
height,  anfHDng  the  breaches,  or  guaycos,  as  they  are 
called  here,  wiich  form  t|ie  eminences  of  Pichincha, 
Some  of  thefe  breaches  are  of  a  confiderable  depth, 
and  run  quite  through  it,  fq  that  great  part  of  the 
|)uildings  ftafid  upon  arches.  This  renders  the  ftreets 
irregular  and  extremely  uneven,  fome  parts  of  the  city 
being  l?uilt  on  the  afcents,  defcents,  ^nd  fummits  of 
the  breaches^  The  city  with  reeard  to  magnitude, 
may  be  compare^  to  one  of  th^  lecopd  order  in  Eu- 
rope ;  but  the  unevennels  of  its  fituation  is  a  greaf 
diladvantage  to  its  appearance. 

Near  it  are  two  fpacious  plains ;  one  on  the  fouth, 
palled  Zurubarpba,  three  leagues  in  length ;  and  the 
Other  on  the  norths  termed  Inna-Quito,  about  twQ 
leagues  i^  extcfit.    potfe  arc  mterfpei^d  with  feats  and 

cultivated 
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cultivated  lands,  which  greatly  add  to  the  profpeft 
from  the  city,  being  continually  covered  with  a  lively- 
verdure.  Thefe  two  plains  contraft  as  they  approach 
the  city  ;  and  at  their  junftion,  form  a  neck  of  land, 
covered  with  thofc  eminences,  on  which  part  of  Quito 
Hands.  It  may  perhaps  appear  ftrange,  thatnotwith- 
{landing  two  fuch  beautiful  and  extenfive  plains  are  fb 
near  the  city,  a  fituation  fo  very  inconvenient  Ihould 
be  preferred  co  either.  But  the  firft  founders  fecm 
to  have  had  lefs  regard  for  convenience  and  beauty, 
than  for  preferving  the  remembrance  of  their  conqucfts, 
by  building  on  the  lite  of  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Indians,  who  made  choice  of  fuch  places  for  erefting 
their  towns  ;  probably  from  their  being  better  adapted 
to  defence.  Bcfide,  the  Spaniards,  during  the  infancy 
of  their  conqueft,  little  imagined  this  place  would  ever 
increafc  to  its  prefent  magnitude.  Quito,  however, 
was  formerly  in  a  much  more  flourifhing  condition 
than  at  prefent  *,  the^  number  of  its  inhabitants  being 
confiderably  decreafed,  particularly  the  Indians,  whole 
fireets  of  whofe  huts  are  now  forfaken,  and  in  ruins. 

Pichincha,  in  the  pagan  times,  was  a  volcano ;  and 
even  fomc  fiery  eruptions  have  been  known  fince  the 
conqueft.  The  mouth  or  aperture  was  in  a  pic,  the 
top  of  which  is  now  covered  with  fand  and  calcined 
matter.  At  prefent  no  fire  is  cjefted,  nor  does  there 
any  fmokc  iffue  from  it.  The  higheft  part  of  Pichin- 
cha is  covered  with  ice  and  fnow,  considerable  qiiain- 
tities  of  which  are  brought  down  to  the  city,  and  mijc«> 
cd  with  the  liquors  drank  by  people  of  fafhion. 

The  principal  iquare  in  Quito  has  four  fides,  in  one 
of  which  (lands  the  cathedral,  and  in  the  oppofite  the 
epifcopal  palace;  the  third  fide  is  taken  up  by  the 
town-houfe ;  and  the  fourth  by  the  palace  of  the  au- 
dience. It  is  very  fpacious,  and  has  in  the  center  an 
elegant  fountain.  It  is,  indeed,  rather  disfigured 
than  adorned  by  the  palace  of  the  audience ;  which, 
inftead  of  being  kept  in  repair,  the  greateft  part  of  it 
has  been  fuffered  to  fall  into  ruins ;  only  a  few  halls 

G  g  4  and 
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and  offices  being  taken  any  care  of.     The  principal 
ftreecs  are  paved;  but  thofe  which  are  npt,  are  al- 
nioil  i:iipaffible  airer  ram,  vhich  is  here  very  common. 
Bcfde  the  principal  fquare,  there  are  two  others  in 
Qa  i>,  an  i  both  very  Ipacious,  together  with  feveral 
DC  .crs  that  are  I'mallcr.     In  thefe  the  grcateft  part  of 
t^'  Convents  are  fituated,  and  thtrnce  make  a  very 
hand  ome  appearance  •,  the  fronts  and  portals  of  thofe 
c  difice^  dedicated  to  religion,  being  adorned  with  all 
the  V  inbelli: laments  of  architefture,  particularly  the 
c  ^"^''-111  ot  the  order  of  Francifcans,    which  being 
wn-  lly  of  iree  ftbnc,  muft  have  coft  a  prodigious  fum. 
1  he  cathedral,  bcfide  the  richnefs  of  its  furniture,  is 
f]-icnd!d:y  adorned  with  tapeftry  hangings,  and  other 
coftl  y  d^  conations  -,  but  in  this  reipect  the  other  parilh- 
churchcs  are  fo  mean,  as  to  have  fcarce  neceflaries 
for  performing  divine  worfhip.     Some  of  them  are 
without  pavements ;  and  every  other  paiticular  is  of 
a  piece  w;th  that  mark  of  poverty* 

Among  the  courts^  whofe  feflions  are  held  at  Quito, 
the  priKcipal  is  that  of  the  royal  audience,  which  was 
cliabliPnqd  there  in  the  year  1563  -,  and  confifts  of  a 
prefident,  (who  is  alfo  governor  of  the  province  with 
regard  to  matters  of  law)  four  auditors,  who  are  at  the 
fame  time  civil  and  criminal  judges,  and  a  royal  fifcal, 
fo  called,  as  befide  the  caufes  brought  before  the  au- 
dience, he  alfo  takes  cognizance  of  every  thing  relating 
to  the  revenue  of  the  crown.  Befide  this,  there  is 
alfo  another  fifcal  called  Protcdor  de  los  Indios, 
**  Protedlor  of  the  Indians,'*  who  folicits  for  them, 
end,  when  injured,  pleads  in  their  defence.  The  ju- 
rifdiftion  of  this  court  extends  to  the  utmoft  limits  of 
the  province  with  no  other  appeal  than  to  the  council 
of  the  Indies,  and  this  only  in  cafe  of  a  rejeftion  of  a 
petition,  or  flagrant  injuilice. 

1  he  tribunal  de  cruzada,  or  croizade,  has  a  com- 
milfary,  who  i«  generalljr  fome  dignitary  of  the  church, 
and  a  treafurer,   who  is  alfo  t£e  accomptant,   and 

through 
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through  whofe  hands  every  thing  pafles  relating  to  the 
croizade. 

Here  is  alfo  a  treafury  for  the  cfFefts  of  perfons  de- 
ceafed,  an  inftitution  long  fince  eftablilhed  all  over  the 
Indies,  for  receiving  the  goods  of  thofe  whofe  heirs 
were  in  Spain,  that  thus  they  might  be  fecured  from 
thofe  accidents,  to  which,  from  diihonefty,  or  negli^- 
gence,  they  would  be  liable  in  private  hands,  and  fe^ 
curely  kept  for  the  perfons  to  which  they  belong :  aa 
inftitution,  originally  very  excellent,  but  now  greatly 
abufed,  great  diminutions  being  made  in  the  eftates 
before  they  are  reftored  to  their  proper  owners. 

Befide  the  above-mentioned  tribunals,  here  is  alio 
a  commiflfary  of  the  inquifition,  with  an  alguazil 
major,  and  familiars  appointed  by  the  holy  office  of 
Lima. 

1  he  cathedral  chapter  conHlls  of  the  bilhop,  dean^ 
archdeacon,  chanter,  treafurer,  dodoral,  penitentiary^ 
a  magiftral,  three  canons  by  prefentation,  four  pre- 
bends, and  two  demi-prebends,  with  considerable  re^^ 
venues.  This  church  was  erected  into  a  cathedral  in 
the  year  1545 ;  and  among  other  feftivals  that  are  ce- 
lebrated in  it,  with  amazing  magnificence,  are  thofe  of 
corpus  Chrifti,  and  the  conception  of  our  Lady ;  when 
all  the  courts,  offices,  and  perfons  of  eminence,  never 
fail  to  aflift.  But  the  fingular  pomp  of  the  proceffioa 
of  the  hoft  in  the  former,  and  the  dances  of  the  In- 
dians, muft  not  be  omitted. 

With  regard  to  the  dances ;  it  is  a  cuftom,  both 
among  the  parifhes  of  Quito,  and  all  thofe  of  the 
mountains,  that  the  prieft,  a  month  before  the  cele- 
bration of  the  feafts,  feleds  a  number  of  Indians,  who 
are  to  be  the  dancers.  Thefe  immediately  begin  to 
pradife  the  dances  they  ufed  before  their  converuon  to 
chriftianity.  The  muOc  is  pipe  and  tabor  -,  and  the 
mod  extraordinary  of  their  motions  a  few  awkwaid 
capers :  in  (hort,  the  whole  is  little  to  the  t^e  of  an 
European.  Within  a  few  days  of  the  folcmnity,  thejr 
dre&  themfelves  in  a  doublet,  fhirt,  and  a  woman's 

petticoat^ 
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petticoat,  horned  in  die  fineft  manner  poffible.  Over 
their  {lockings  they  wear  a  fort  of  pinked  bufkins,  on 
which  are  faftened  a  great  number  of  bells.  Their 
bead  and  face  they  cover  with  a  fort  of  mafk,  formed 
of  ribbands  of  feveral  colours.  Drefled  in  this  fan- 
taftical  garb,  they  proudly  call  themfelves  angels, 
unite  in  companies  of  eight  or  ten,  and  fpend  the 
-whole  day  in  roving  about  the  ftreets,  highly  delight- 
ed with  the  gingling  of  their  bells ;  and  frequently 
ftop  to  dance,  to  gain  the  applaufes  of  the  ignorant 
multitude,  who  are  ftranjgers  to^legant  dancing.  But 
what  is  really  furprifmg,  is,  that  without  any  pay,  dk* 
view  of  intcreft,  unlcfs  they  think  it  a  religious  duty, 
they  continue  this  exercife  a  whole  fortnight  before 
the  mnd  feftival,  and  a  month  after  it,  without 
minding  either  their  labour  or  families.  The  fame 
drefs  is  worn  by  them  in  other  proceflions,  and  at  the 
bull  feafls,  when  they  are  excufed  from  labour,  and 
therefore  highly  jdeafed  with  them. 

Soon  after  our  artifts  arrived  at  Quito,  they  deter- 
mined to  continue  the  feries  of  the  triangles  for  mea- 
suring an  arch  of  the  meridian  to  the  S.  of  that  city : 
the  company  accordingly  divided  themfelves  into  two 
bodies,  confifting  of  French  and  Spaniards,  and  each 
retired  to  the  part  afllgned  them.  Don  George  Juan 
and  M.  Godin,  who  were  at  the  head  of  one  party, 
went  to  the  mountain  of  Pambamarca  •,  while  M. 
Bouguer,  de  la  Condamine,  and  Do*n  UUoa,  together 
with  their  affiftants,  climbed  up  to  the  higheft  fummic 
of  Pichincha.  Both  parties  fufFered  extremely,  both 
from  the  feverity  of  the  cold,  and  the  impetuoficy  of 
the  winds,  which  on  thefe  heights  blow  with  incefiant 
violence ;  difficulties  the  more  painful,  as  they  had 
been  little  ufed  to  fuch  fcnfations.  Thus  in  the  tor- 
rid zone,  nearly  under  the  equinoflial,  where  it  is 
natural  fo  fuppofe  they  had  moft  to  fear  from  the  heat, 
their  greateft  pain  was  caufed  by  the  exceflivene&  of 
the  cold. 

Their 
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Their  firft  fcheme  fbr  flicker  and  lodging  in  thefe 
uncomfortable  regions,  was  to  pitch  a  field-tent  for 
each  company ;  but  on  Pichincha  this  could  not  be 
done  from  the  narrowncfs  of  the  fummit :  they  were 
therefore  obliged  to  be  contented  with  a  hut  fo  fmall 
that  they  could  hardly  all  creep  into  it.  Nor  will  this 
appear  (trange,  if  the  reader  confiders  the  bad  diibofi* 
tion  and  fmallnefs  of  the  place,  it  being  one  or  the 
lofcieft  crags  of  a  rocky  mountain,  one  hundred  fa- 
thoms above  the  higheft  part  of  the  defart  of  Pichin- 
cha. Such  was  the  fituation  of  their  manfion,  which, 
like  all  the  other  adjacent  parts,  foon  became  covered 
with  ice  and  fnow.  The  afcent  up  this  ftupendous 
rock,  from  the  bafe,  or  the  place  where  the  mules 
could  come,  to  their  habitation,  was  fo  craggy  as  on« 
Iv  to  be  climbed  on  fbot ;  and  to  perform  it  coft  them 
four  hours  continual  labour  and  pain,  from  the  violent 
efforts  of  the  body,  and  the  fubtility  of  the  airj  the 
latter  being  fuch  as  to  render  refpiration  difficult. 

The  ftrange  manner  of  living  to  which  our  artifts 
were  reduced  during  the  time  they  were  employed  in 
a  geometrical  menfuration  of  fome  degrees  of  the  me- 
ridian, may  not  perhaps  prove  unentenaining  to  the 
reader ;  and  therefore  the  following  account  is  given 
as  a  fpecimen  of  it.  The  defart  of  Pichincha,  both 
with  regard  to  the  operations  performed  there,  and  its 
Jnconveniencies,  differing  very  little  from  others,  an 
idea  may  be  very  eafily  formed  of  the  fatigues,  hard- 
Ihips,  and  dangers  to  which  they  were  continually 
f^xpofed  during  the  time  they  were  profecuting  the  en- 
tcq)rize,  with  the  condud  of  which  they  had  been 
honoured.  The  principal  difference  between  the  fe- 
vcral  defarts  conGlled  in  their  greater  or  Icffcr  diftance 
from  places  where  they  could  procure  provifions ;  and 
iq  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  which  was  propor- 
tionate to  the  height  of  the  mountains,  and  the  feafon 
of  the  year. 

They  generally  kept  within  their  hut.  Indeed  they 
were  obliged  10  do  this,  both  on  account  of  the  in- 
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terifenefs  of  the  cold^  the  violence  of  the  wind  ;  and 
their  bein^  continually  involved  in  fo  chick  a  fog^ 
that  an  objed  at  fix  or  eight  paces  was  hardly  dif- 
cernible.  When  the  fog  cleared  up,  the  clouds  by 
their  gravity  moved  nearer  lo  the  furface  of  the  earth, 
and  pn  all  fides  furrounded  the  mountain  to  a  vaft. 
diftiance,  reprcfenting  the  lea,  with  their  rock  like  an 
ifland  in  the  centre  of  it.  When  this  happened^  they 
heard  the  horrid  noifes  of  the  tempcfts,  which  then 
difcharged  themfelves  on  Quito  and  the  neighbouring 
country.  They  faw  the  lightenings  iffue  from  the 
clouds,  and  heard  the  thunders  roll  tar  beneath  them : 
and  whilft  the  lower  parts  were  involved  in  tempefts 
of  thunder  and  rain,  they  enjoyed  a  cfclightful  fere- 
nity ;  the  wind  was  abated,  the  flcy  clear,  and  the 
enlivening  rays  of  the  fun  moderated  the  feverity  of 
the  cold.  But  their  circumftances  were  very  different 
when  the  clouds  role ;  their  thicknefs  rendered  rtfpi- 
ration  difficult  ;^  the  fnow  and  hail  fell  continually, 
and  the  wind  returned  with  all  its  violence  j  fo  that 
it  was  impoffible  entirely  to  overcome  the  fears  of 
being,  together  with  their  hut,  blown  down  the  pre- 
cipice, on  whofe  edge  it  was  built,  or  of  being  bu- 
ried under  it  by  the  daily  accumulations  of  ice  and 
fnow. 

The  wind  was  often  fo  violent  in  thefe  regions,  that 
its  velocity  dazzled  the  fight,  whilft;  their  fears  were 
increafed  from  the  dreadful  concuffions  of  the  preci- 
pice caufed  by  the  fall  of  enormous  fragments  of 
rocks.  Thefe  crufties  were  the  more  alarming,  as  no 
other  noifes  are  heard  in  thefe  defarts  :  and  during 
the  night,  their  reft,  which  they  fo  greatly  wanted,  was 
frequently  dillurbed  by  fuch  fudden  founds.  When 
the  weather  was  any  thing  fair  with  them,  and  the 
clouds  gathered  about  fome  of  the  other  mountains 
which  had  a  connection  with  their  oLfervations,  fo 
tha:  they  could  not  make  all  the  ufe  they  dcfired  of 
this  interval  of  good  weather,  they  left  their  hut  to 
cxercile  themfelves.     Sometimes  they  defcended  to 
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fome  fmall  diftance,  and  at  others,  amufed  themfelvcs 
with  rolling  hrge  fragments  of  rocks  down  the  preci- 
pice; and  thefe  frequently  required  the  joint  ftrength 
of  them  all,  though  they  often  faw  the  fame  efFe&d 
by  the  mere  force  of  the  wind.  But  they  always  took 
care  in  their  excurfions  not  to  go  far  out,  but  that  on 
the  leaft  appearance  of  the  clouds  gathering  about 
their  cottage,  which  often  happened  very  fuddenly, 
they  could  regain  their  Ihelter.  The  door  of  their 
hut  was  faftcned  with  thongs  of  leather,  and  on  the 
infide  not  the  fmalleft  crevice  was  left  unftoppcd ; 
befidc  which  it  was  very  compaftly  covprcd  with  ftrawi 
but  notwithftanding  all  their  care,  the  wind  pene- 
trated through.  The  days  were  often  little  better 
than  the  nights  -,  and  all  the  light  they  enjoyed  was 
that  of  a  lamp  or  two,  which  they  kept  continually 
burning. 

Though  their  hut  was  fmall,  and  croudcd  with  in- 
habitants, befide  the  heat  of  the  lamps,  yet  the  in- 
tenfenefs  of  the  cold  was  fuch,  that  every  one  of  thew 
was  obliged  to  have  a  chafing-difti  of  coals.  Thefe 
precautions  would  have  rendered  the  rigour  of  the 
climate  fupporrable,  had  not  the  imminent  danger  of 
pcrifliing  by  being  blown  down  the  precipice,  roufed 
them  every  time  it  fnowed,  to  encounter  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  outward  air,  and  fally  out  with  (hovels  t^ 
free  the  roof  of  their  hut  from  the  maflcs  of  fnow 
which  were  gathering  on  it.  Nor  would  ic  without 
this  precaution,  have  been  able  to  fupport  the  weight. 
They  were  not  indeed  without  fervanti  and  Indians  ; 
but  thefe  were  fo  benumbed  with  the  cold,  that  It 
was  with  great  difficulty  they  could  get  them  out  of 
a  fmall  tent,  where  they  kept  a  continual  fire.  So 
that  all  our  artifts  could  obtain  from  them  was  to 
take  their  turns  in  this  labour  -,  and  even  then  they 
went  very  unwillingly  about  it,  and  confcquently  per- 
formed it  flowly. 

It  may  cafily  be  conceived  what  this  company  ftif* 
fered  from  the  afperities  of  fuch  a  climate.     Their 
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feet  were  fwdled,  and  fo  tender,  that  tbey  could  not 
evea  bear  the  heat ;  and  walking  was  attended  with 
extreme  pain.  Their  hands  were  covered  with  chil- 
bluns ;  tneir  1ms  fwellcd  and  chopped ;  fo  that  cverf 
motion  in  fpeaucing  or  the  liket  drew  blood :  conie* 
quendy  they  were  obliged  to  ftriA  taciturnity,  and 
litde  aifpofed  to  laush,  as  by  caufing  an  extenfion  of 
the  lips,  it  produced  fuch  fifllires  as  were  very  pain-' 
ful  for  two  or  three  days  after. 

Their  conunon  food  in  this  unhoipitable  region  was 
a  little  rice  boiled  with  fome  flefh  or  fowl,  procured 
from  Quito ;  and  inftead  of  fluid  water  their  pot  was 
filled  with  ice ;  they  had  the  fame  refource  with  re- 
gard to  what  they  drank :  and  while  they  were  eatingi 
every  one  was  obUged  to  keep  his  plate  over  a  chafing- 
di(h  of  coals,  to  prevent  his  provifions  from  freezing. 
The  fame  was  done  with  regard  to  the  water.  At 
firil  they  imagined  the  drinking  ftrong  liquors  would 
difiufe  a  heat  through  the  body,  and,  confirquendy, 
xender  it  lefs  fenfible  of  the  pamful  Iharpneis  of  the 
cold ;  but  to  their  furprife,  they  felt  no  manner  of 
ftrength  in  fuch  liquors :  nor  were  they  any  greater 
prefervative  againft  the  cold  than  the  common  water. 

At  the  lame  time  they  found  it  impoflible  to  keep 
the  Indians  together.  On  their  firft  feeling  of  the 
climate,  their  thoughts  were  immediately  turned  on 
deferting  their  matters.  The  firft  inftance  they  bad 
of  this  kind  was  fo  unexpe£ted,  that  had  not  one  of  a 
better  difpolition  than  the  reft  ftaid  and  acquainted 
them  of  theiip  defign,  it  might  have  proved  of  very 
bad  confcquence.  The  affair  was  this  :  there  being 
on  the  top  of  the  rock  no  room  for  pitching  a  tent  for 
the  Indians,  they  ufed  every  evening  to  retire  to  a 
cave  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain ;  where,  befide  a 
natural  diminution  of  the  cold,  they  could  keep  a 
continual  fire ;  and,  confequently,  enjoyed  more 
comfortable  quarters  than  their  mailers.  Before  they 
withdrew  at  night,  they  fattened  on  the  outfide,  the 
door  of  the  hut,  which  was  fo  low  that  it  was  impof- 
2  ubip 
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fible  to  go  in  or  out  without  (looping  ^  and  as  every 
night  the  hail  and  fnow  which  had  fallen,  formed  a 
wall  againft  the  door,  it  was  the  bulinefs  of  one  or 
two  of  the  Indians  to  come  early  and  remove  this  ob- 
ftruftion.  For  though  the  Negro  fervants  were  lodged 
in  a  little  tent,  their  hands  and  feet  were  fo  covered 
with  chilblains,  that  they  would  rather  have  fufFered 
thcmfelves  to  have  been  killed  than  move.  The  In- 
dians therefore  came  conftantly  up  to  difpatch  this 
work  betwixt  nine  or  ten  in  the  morning ;  but  they 
had  not  been  there  above  four  or  five  days,  when 
they  were  not  a  little  alarmed  to  fee  ten,  eleven,  and 
twelve  come,  without  any  news  of  their  labourers : 
when  they  were  relieved  by  the  honcft  fervant  men- 
tioned above,  who  had  withftood  the  fedudion  of 
his  countrymen,  and  informed  his  mailers  of  the  de* 
fertion  of  the  four  others.  As  foon  as  the  fnow  was. 
cleared  away  from  the  door,  they  dilpatched  the  In^ 
dian  to  the  corregidor  of  C^to,  who  with  equal  dif- 
patch fent  other  Indians,  threatening  to  chaftiie  them 
leverely  if  they  were  wanting  in  their  duty. 

But  the  fear  of  puniQiment  was  not  fufficient  to  in- 
duce them  to  fupport  the  rigour  of  this  litqatiQn ;  for 
within  two  days  they  deferted.  The  corregidor  there- 
fore, to  prevent  any  other  inconvenience,  fent  four 
Indians  under  the  care  of  an  alcalde,  and  gave  orders 
for  their  being  relieved  every  fourth  day. 

Twenty-three  tedious  days  our  artifts  fpent  on  this 
rock,  viz.  to  the  6th  of  September,  and  even  without 
any  pofTibility  of  finiihine  their  obfervations  of  the 
angles  ;  for  when  it  was  fair  and  clear  weather  with 
them,  the  others  on  whofe  fummits  the  fignals  wliich 
formed  the  triangles  for  meafuring  the  degrees  of  the 
meridian,  were  hid  in  the  clouds ;  and  when  thq^e  were 
clear,  Pichincha  was  involved  in  clouds.  It  was 
therefore  neceflary  to  erc(St  their  fignals  in  a  lower  fi- 
tuation,  and  in  a  more  fitvourable  region.  This 
however  did  not  produce  any  change  in  their  habi- 
tation till  the  beginning  of  December ;  .when  having 

finiihcd 


4^4        IX^NT  tJLLOA^s  VOYAGE 

finifhcd  the  obfervations  which  particularly  concerned 
Pichincha,  they  proceeded  to  others ;  but  with  no 
abatement  either  of  inconveniencies,  cold,  or  fatigue ; 
for  the  places  where  they  made  their  obfervations 
being  neceflarily  on  the  higheft  parts  of  the  defartsj 
the  only  refpitc  in  which  they  enjoyed  fome  little  eafe, 
was  during  the  fliort  interval  of  paffing  from  one  to 
the  other. 

In  all  their  ftations  fubfequent  to  that  on  Pichincha, 
during  their  fatiguing  menfuration  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian,  each  company  lodged  in  a  field-tent^ 
which,  though  fmall,  they  found  lefs  inconvenient 
than  the  hut  on  Pichincha ;  though  at  the  fame  time 
they  had  more  trouble,  being  oftener  obliged  to  clear 
it  from  the  fnow,  as  the  weight  of  it  would  otherwife 
have  demolifhed  the  tent.  At  firft,  indeed,  tliey 
pitched  it  in  the  moft  (heltered  places;  but  on  tak- 
ing a  refolution  that  die  tents  themfelves  (hould  ferve 
for  fignals,  to  prevent  the  inconvenience  of  having 
others  of  wood,  they  removed  them  to  a  more  cx- 

}3ofed  fituation,  where  the  impetucfity  of  the  winds 
bmetimes  tore  up  the  piquets,  and  blew  them  down. 
From  what  has  been  obferved,  it  will  follow,  that, 
in  order  to  form  a  right  judgment  of  the  happy  tem- 
perature of  the  air  at  Quito,  experience  mult  coneft 
the  errors  which  would  arife  from  mere  fpeculation : 
as  without  that  unerring  guide,  or  the  information  of 
hiftory,  who  would  imagine,  that  in  the  centre  of  the 
torrid  zone,  or  rather  under  the  equinoftial,  not  only 
the  heat  is  very  tolerable,  but  even,  in  fome  parts,  the 
cold  painful  ?  and  that  others  enjoy  all  the  delights 
and  advantages  of  a  perpetual  fpring,  their  fields  be- 
ing always  covered  with  verdure,  and  enamelled  with 
flowers  of  the  moft  lively  colours  ?  The  mildnefs  of 
the  climate,  free  from  the  extremes  of  cold  and  heat, 
and  the  conftant  equality  of  the  nights  and  days,  ren- 
der a  country,  which  was  anciently  concluded  to  be 
uninliabitable,  pleafant  and  fertile.  Nature  has  here 
(cattcrcd  her  bleffings  with  fo  liberal  a  hand,   that. 
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this  country  furpafies  thofe  of  the  temperate  zones, 
where  the  viciffitudes  of  winter  and  lummer,  an^ 
change  from  heat  to  cold,  caufe  the  extremes  of  botji 
to  be  more  fenfibly  felt. 

The  method  taken  by  Nature  to  render  this  country 
a  delightful  habitation,  confifts  in  an  aflfemblage  of 
circumftances,  of  which,  if  any  were  wanting,  it 
would  either  be  utterly  uninhabitable,  or  fubjedt  to 
the  greateft  inconveniencies.  The  principal  circum- 
ftance  is  its  elevated  fituation,  and  thus  not  only  the 
reflefbion  of  the  heat  is  diminiftied,  but  by  the  eleva- 
tion of  this  country,  the  winds  are  more  fubtile,  and 
congelation  more  natural.  Thefe  are  fuch  natural 
effeds  as  muft  doubtlefs  be  attributed  to  its  fituation ; 
and  is  the  only  circumftance  from  whence  fuch  dif- 
ferent temperatures  as  are  obferved  here,  can  proceed. 

The  fertility  of  this  country,  if  fully  defcribed, 
would  appear  to  many  incredible,  did  not  the  confi- 
deration  of  the  equality  and  benignity  of  the  climate 
inforce  its  probability.  For  both  the  degrees  of  cold 
and,heat  are  fo  happily  determined,  that  the  moifture 
continues,  and  the  earth  fcldom  fails  of  being  cherifli- 
ed  by  the  fertilizing  beams  of  the  fun  fome  part  of 
every  day  :  therefore  it  is  no  wonder  that  this 
country  (hould  enjoy  a  greater  degree  of  fertility  than 
thofe  where  the  fame  caufcs  do  not  concur  •,  efpecially 
if  we  confider,  that  there  is  no  fenfible  difference 
throughout  the  year  j  fo  that  the  fruits  and  beauties  of 
the  fcveral  feafons  are  here  feen  at  the  fame  time. 

Though  all  this  is  generally  feen,  yet  there  is  a  fet- 
tled time  for  the  grand  harveft.  But  fometimes  the 
mod  favourable  feafon  for  fowing  in  one  place,  is  a 
month  or  two  after  that  of  another,  though  their  dif- 
tance  is  not  more  than  three  or  four  leagues ;  and  the 
<ime  for  another  at  the  fame  diftance  not  then  arrived. 
Thus,  in  different  fpots,  fometimes  in  one  and  the 
fame,  fowing  and  reaping  are  performed  throughout 
the  whole  year ;  the  forwardnefs  or  retardment  natu- 
rally arinng  from  the  different  fituationsj  as  moun- 
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tains,  riling  grounds,  pldns,  valleys,  and  breackes ; 
and  die  temperature  being  diflferent  in  each  of  thefe^ 
the  times  for  performing  the  feveral  operations  of  huf* 
bandry  muft  alfo  diflPer.  Nor  is  this  any  contradifHon 
to  what  has  before  been  advanced,  relative  to  this  fruit- 
ful and  fortunate  country. 

Mod  of  the  villages  on  the  fides  of  the  nKmntains 
are  built  with  very  htde  regularity ;  the  principal  part 
of  them  is  the  church  and  parfonage,  which  they  call 
the  convent,  from  the  priefts  being  all  formerly  rcfr 
gious.  Thefe  ftru6tures  have  fome  appearance  of  de- 
cency, but  the  other  parts  of  the  village  confiftof  a 
number  of  huts,  with  mud  walls,  fcattered  all  over 
the  country. 

While  the  Spanifh  artifts  were  employed  in  meafur* 
ing  an  arch  of  the  meridian  in  the  province  of  Quito^ 
they  received  a  letter  from  the  vice-rojr  of  Peru,  or- 
dering them  to  repair  immediately  to  Lima,  wheie 
their  alTiftance  was  thought  necefiary,  in  order  to  de^ 
feat  any  deli^ns  of  the  Englifh,  who  were  expeded  to 
appear  foon  m  the  South  feas. 

They  readily  obeyed  the  order  of  the  vice-roy,  and 
having  fumifhed  themfelves  with  neceflaries  at  Quito, 
fet  out  from  that  city  on  the  30th  of  Odober,  and  de- 
termined to  go  by  Guai-anda  and  Guiaquil ;  for  though 
there  is  a  road  by  land  through  Cuenca  and  Loja,  yet 
the  other  feemed  the  mod  expeditious,  as  the  ways  are 
neither  fo  bad,  .nor  mules  and  other  beafts  of  carriage 
io  difficult  to  be  met  with. 

They  reached  the  Salto  on  the  7th  at  night.  It  is 
a  place  which  ferves  as  a  kind  of  harbour  for  boats 
and  fmall  vefTels,  and  is  (ituated  at  the  head  of  Ibme 
creeks,  or  arms  of  the  fea,  between  fourteen  and  fix- 
teen  leagues  from  the  coaft,  but  entirely  deftitute  of 
inhabitants,  no  freOi  water  being  found  in  any  part, 
of  the  adjacent  country,  fo  that  it  only  ferves  for  land- 
ing  goods  conOgned  to  Tumbez. 

On  the  9th  in  the  morning  they  reached  the  town 

of  Tumb92>  fituated  feven  leagues  from  the  Salto  1 

"^.^  the 
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the  whole  country  through  which  the  road  lies  is  en- 
tirely wafte,  part  of  it  being  overflowed  by  the  tides, 
and  the  other  part  dead  fands,  which  refled  the  rays 
of  the  lun  fo  intenfciy,  as  to  render  it  nccelTary  in  ge- 
neral to  perform  this  journey  in  the  night  1  for  travel- 
ling fcven  leagues  thither,  and  as  many  back,  with- 
out either  water  or  fodder,  is  much  too  laborious  for 
the  mules  to  undergo  in  the  day-time. 

Near  Tumbcz  is  a  river  of  the  fame  name,  which 
dilcharges  itfelf  into  the  bay  of  Guiaquil,  almoft  op- 
police  to  the  ifland  of  St.  Clare.     Barks,  boats,  balzas, 
and  canoes  may  go  up  and  down  this  river,  it  being 
I  three  fathoms  deep,  and  twenty-five  broad ;  but  it  is 
I  dangerous  to  go  up  it  in  the  winter  feafon,  the  impe- 
I  luofiiy  of  its  current  being  then  increafed  by  torrents 
I  irom   the  mountains.     At  a  fmaJl  diftancc  from  the 
Cordillera,  on  one  fide  of  the  banks  of  the  river, 
ftands  the  little  town  of  Tumbez^  in  a  very  fandy 
plain,  interfperfcd  with  (bme  eminences.     The  whole 
country,  from  the  town  of  Tumbez  to  Lima,  con- 
tained between  the  foot  of  the  Cordillera  and  the  fea, 
is  known  by  the  name  of  Valles. 

Tumbcz  was  the  place  where,  in  the  year  1526,  the 
Spaniards  Brit  landed  in  thcfe  parts  of  South- America, 
under  the  command  of  Don  r  rancifco  Pizarro. 

Along  the  delightful  banks  of  the  river,  fo  far  aa 
the  water  is  conveyed,  maize,  and  all  other  fruits 
and  vegetables  that  are  natives  of  a  hot  climatcy  arc 
J)roduced  in  the  greateft  plenty,  and  in  the  more 
diltant  parts,  which  are  defticutc  of  this  advantage, 
grows  a  kind  of  leguminous  tree,  called  algarrobale* 
producing  a  bean,  which  fcrvesas  food  for  all  kinds 
of  cattle. 

The  journey  from  Tumbez  to  Piura  was  jferform- 
ed  in  54  hours,  exclufive  of  thofe  when  they  reftcd; 
fo  that  the  mules,  which  always  travel  one  conftani! 
pace,  gofomething  abovea  league  an  hour.  To  th^ 
town  of  Amotape,  the  only  inhabited  place  in  the 
■whole  road,  is  forty-eight  leagues.  The  remaining 
H  h  >  pan 
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part  is  one  continued  dcfart.  The  mules  arc  allowed 
two  or  three  hours  reft,  when  they  fcem  quite  (pent, 
cr  at  place?  where  water  is  near. 
.  The  town  of  Amotape,  which  ftands  in  4  dcg.  ^t 
min.  43  fee.  fouth  latitude,  is  an  appendix  to  the  pa- 
rifli  of  Tumbez,  belonging  to  its  lieutenancy,  and  in 
the  jurifdiftion  of  Piura.  The  houfes  are  about  thirty 
in  number,  and  compofcd  of  the  fame  materials  with 
thofe  of  Tumbez ;  but  the  inhabitants  are  only  In- 
dians  and  Meftizos.  A  quarter  of  a  league  from  it  is 
a  river  of  the  lame  name,  and  whofe  waters  arc  cf 
fuch  prodigious  ufe  to  the  country,  that  it  is  every 
where  cultivated,  and  divided  into  fields,  producing 
plenty  of  the  feveral  grains,  excellent  vegetables 
and  fruits,  natural  to  a  hot  climate,  but  like  Tum- 
bez is  infefted  with  mofchitos.  This  river  in  fum- 
mer  may  be  forded,  but  in  winter,  when  the  tor- 
rents defcend  from  the  mountains,  it  muft  be  crofled 
in  a  balza. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  the  difficulties  of  travel- 
ling this  road  may  be  conceived.  Befidcs,  as  far  as 
Amotapc,  not  only  all  kinds  of  provifions  muft  be 
carried,  but  even  water,  and  the  requifites  for  kind- 
ling a  fire,  unlcfs  your  provifions  confifts  of  cold  meat* 
In  this  laft  ftage  is  a  mine  of  cope,  a  kind  of  mineral 
tar,  great  quantities  of  which,  for  its  cheapnefi,  are 
carried  to  Callas,  and  other  parts,  being  ufed  i«  fhips 
inftcad  of  naphtha,  but  has  the  ill  quality  of  burning 
the  cordage. 

The  city  of  Piura,  which  is  at  prefcnt  the  capital 
of  its  jurifdiftion,  was  the  firfl:  Spanifti  fcttlement  in 
Peru.  It  was  founded  in  the  year  1531,  by  Don 
Francifco  Pizarro,  who  alfo  built  the  firft  church  in 
it.  The  latitude  of  it  is  5  deg.  1 1  min.  i  fee.  fouth. 
The  houfes  are  either  of  bricks  dried  in  the  fun,  or  a 
kind  of  reeds  called  quinchas,  and  few  of  them  have 
any  ftory.  Here  the  corregidor  refides,  whofe  jurif- 
didtion  extends  in  one  fide  along  the  Valles,  and  on 
the  other  among  the  mountains.    It  has  a  river  of 
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great  advantage  to  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  adja- 
cent country,  the  foil  of  which  is  faudy,  and  therefore 
eaficr  penetrated  by  the  watery  and  being  level,  the 
water  is  conveyed  to dilFerent  parts  by  canals;  but  ia 
the  fimimer  the  river  is  abfolucely  dellitutt  of  water, 
the  little  which  del'cends  from  the  mountains  being 
abforbed  before  it  reaches  the  city  1  fo  that  the  inha- 
bitants have  no  other  method  of  procuring  water,  but 
by  digging  wells  in  the  bed  of  the  river. 

On  the  2  ift  our  artifts  continued  their  journey,  and 
next  day  reached  the  town  of  Sechura,  ten  leagues 
diftant  from  Piura.  The  whole  country  between  thefe 
two  places  is  a  level  fandy  defart,  and  greatly  fatiguing 
to  the  mules. 

The  town  of  Sechura  is  the  taft  in  the  jurifdidion  of 
Piura  1  and  its  inhabitants  not  only  refule  to  furnilh 
padengers  with  mules,  but  alfo  will  not  iuffer  any 
pcrfon,  of  whatever  rank,  to  continue  his  journey, 
without  producing  the  corregidor's  pafTport.  The  in- 
tention of  this  ftriQncfs  is  to  liipprels  all  abufes  la 
trade  ;  for  there  being  befide  this  road  which  leads  to 
the  defart,  only  one  called  the  Rodco,  one  of  them 
mult  be  taken  ■,  if  that  of  the  defart,  mules  muft  be 
hired  at  Sechura  to  carry  water  for  the  iife  of  the  load- 
ed muTes  when  they  have  performed  half  their  joiir- 
ney. 

On  the  24th  they  left  Sechura,  and  crofled  the  de- 
fart, making  only  fome  fiiort  ftops  for  the  eafe  of  their 
■beads,  arriving  the  next  day  at  five  In  the  evening  at 
the  town  of  Monopc,  twenty-eight  or  thirty  leagues 
diftant  from  Sechura,  though  falfcly  computed  more 
by  the  natives.  The  extent  and  uniform  afpeft  of 
this  plain,  together  with  the  continual  motion  of  the 
fand,  which  foon  effaces  all  tracks,  often  bewilders  the 
moft  experienced  guides,  who  however  ihcw  their 
fkill  in  foon  recovering  the  right  way  -,  for  which  they 
make  ufe  of  two  expedients  ;  the  firft  is  to  obferve  to 
keep  the  wind  direftly  in  their  faces,  and  the  reverfc 
at  their  return  j  for  the  fouth  winds  being  conftant 
H  h  3  here. 
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here,  this  rule  cannot  deceive  them :  the  fecond  is,  to 
take  up  a  handful  of  fand  at  different  diftances,  and 
fmell  to  it ;  for  as  the  excrements  of  the  mules  im-^ 
pregnate  the  (knd  more  or  lefs,  they  determine  which 
IS  the  true  road  by  the  fcent  of  the  fand.  Thofe  who 
are  not  well  acquainted  with  thefe  parts,  expofe  them-* 
felves  to  great  dangers,  by  flopping  to  reft  or  fleep  i 
for  when  they  again  fet  forward,  they  find  themfelves 
unable  to  determine  the  right  road ;  and  when  they 
have  once  loft  their  true  direftion,  it  is  a  remarkable 
inftance  of  providence  if  they  do  not  perifh  either  with 
fatigue  or  diftrefs,  of  which  there  are  many  melan- 
choly inftances. 

Near  Monopc  runs  a  river  called  Pozuelos,  fubjeft 
to  the  fame  changes  as  thofe  above-mentioned ;  and 
the  inftinft  of  the  beafts  ufed  to  this  road  is  furprifing, 
for  even  at  the  diftance  of  four  leagues  they  fmell  \t% 
ivater,  and  become  fo  impatient  that  it  is  difficult  to 
ftop  them ;  and  perform  the  remainder  of  the  journey 
with  remarkable  chearfiilnefs  and  difpatch. 

From  Monope  they  travelled  to  Lambayeque  j 
from  thence  through  Payjan  to  Chocopc ;  and  with- 
out ftaying  any  longer  at  Chocope  than  is  ufual 
for  reftihg  the  beafts,  they  continued  their  journey, 
and  arrived  at  the  city  qf  Truxillo,  eleven  leagues 
djftant. 

This  city  was  built  in  the  year  1535  by  Don  Fran- 
cifco  Pizarro,  in  the  valley  of  Chimbo.  Its  fitu- 
ation  is  pleafant,  notwithfl:anding  the  fandy  foil,  the 
univerfal  defefb  of  all  the  towns  in  Valles.  It  is  fur- 
rounded  by  a  brick  wall,  and  its  circuit  entitles  it  to 
be  clafled  among  cities  of  the  third  order.  It  ftands 
about  half  a  league  from  the  fea  -,  and  two  leagues  to 
the  northward  of  it  is  the  port  of  Guanchaco,  the 
phannel  of  its  maritime  commerce.  The  houfes  make 
a  creditable  appearance.  The  generality  are  of  bricks, 
jdecorated  with  ftately  balconies,  and  fuperb  porticos, 
but  the  other  of  baxareques.  Both  are  however  built 
jDyr  on  account  of  the  frequent  earthquakes ;  few  haue 
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h  much  as  one  ftory.    The  corregidor  of  the  whole 
department  refides  in  this  city. 

In  this  climate  there  is  a  fendble  difference  between 
winter  and  fummer,  the  former  being  attended  with 
cold,  and  the  latter  with  exceffive  heat.  The  country 
of  this  whole  valley  is  extremely  fruitful,  fo  that  the 
inhabitants  enjoy  not  only  a  plenty  of  all  kinds  of 
provifions,  but  alfo  make  confiderable  exports  to  Pa* 
nama,  efpecially  of  wheat  and  fugars.  About  a  league 
from  the  city  is  a  river,  whofe  waters  are  conduced  by 
various  canals  through  this  delightful  country.  They 
forded  it  on  the  4th  when  they  left  Truxillo ;  and  on 
the  5th,  after  pafTing  through  Moche,  came  to  Biru, 
ten  leagues  from  Truxillo. 

On  the  6th  they  halted  in  a  defart  place  called 
Tambo  de  Chao,  and  afterward  came  to  the  banks  of^ 
the  river  Santa ;  which  having  pafled  by  means  of  the 
Chimbadores,  they  entered  the  town  of  the  fame 
name,  which  lies  at  about  a  quarter  of  a  league  from  it, 
and  fifteen  from  Biru ;  the  road  being  chiefly  over  vaft 
iandy  plains,  intercepted  between  two  hills. 

The  river  Santa,  at  the  place  where  it  is  ufually 
forded,  is  near  a  quarter  of  a  league  in  breadth,  form- 
ing five  principal  ftreams,  which  run  during  the  whole 
year  with  ereat  rapidity.  It  is  always  forded,  and  for 
this  purpole  perfons  make  it  their  bulinefs  to  attend 
with  very  high  horfes,  trained  up  to  ftem  the  current, 
which  is  very  ftrong.  They  arc  called  Chimbadores ; 
and  muft  have  an  exa£t  knowledge  of  the  ford,  in  or- 
der to  guide  the  loaded  mules  in  their  pafTage,  as 
otherwife  the  fording  this  river  would  be  fcarce  pra£li<> 
cable,  the  floods  often  ihifting  the  beds  of  the  river, 
fo  that  even  the  Chimbadores  themfelves  are  not  al- 
ways fafei 

Leaving  this  town  on  the  8  th,  they  proceeded  on 
their  journey,  and  pafled  through  feveral  places  of  no 
confiderable  note  *,  and  without  meeting  with  -  any 
thing  worth  remarking,  until  they  had  at  length  the 
pleafure  of  entering  the  city  of  Lima. 

H  h  4  From. 
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From  the  diftanccs  carefully  fct  down  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  journey,  it  appears,  that  from 
Tumbcz  to  Piura  is  62  leagues ;  from  Piura  to  Trux-. 
illo  89,  and  from  Truxillo  to  Lima  11^;  in  all  264 
leagues.  The  greateft  part  of  this  long  journey  is  ge- 
nerally performed  by  night  -,  for  the  whole  country 
being  one  continued  fand,  the  refleftFon  of  the  fun's 
rays  is  fo  violent,  that  were  they  to  travel  by  day,  the 
mules  would  be  overcome  by  the  heat,  want  of  water, 
and  herbage. 

The  city  of  Lima  is  fituated  in  the  fpacious  and  de- 
lightful valley  of  Rimac,  an  Indian  word,  and  the 
true  name  of  the  city  itfelf,  from  a  corrupt  pronun- 
ciation of  which  word  the  Spaniards  have  derived 
Lima.  Rimac  is  the  name  by  which  both  the  valley 
and  the  river  are  ftill  called.  This  appellation  is  de- 
rived from  an  idol  to  which  the  native  Indians  ufed  to 
offer  facrifice ;  as  did  alfo  the  incas,  after  they  had  ex- 
tended their  empire  hither :  and  as  it  was  fuppofcd  to 
return  anfwers  to  the  prayers  addreffed  to  it,  they  called 
it  by  way  of  diftinftion  Rimac,  or,  he  who  fpeaks. 
Lima,  according  to  feveral  obfervations  made  by  our 
artifts  for  that  purpofe,  ftands  in  the  latitude  of  12 
deg.  2  min.  3  fee,  louth  •,  and  its  longitude  is  60  deg. 
32  min.  58  fee.  weft,  from  the  meridian  of  Teneriffe. 

Its  fituation  is  one  of  the  moft  advantageous  that 
can  be  imagined ;  for  being  in  the  centre  of  that  fpa- 
cious valley,  it  commands  the  whole  without  any 
difficulty.  Northward,  though  at  a  confiderable  dif- 
tance,  is  the  Cordillera,  or  chain  of  the  Andes ;  from 
whence  fome  hills  projeft  into  the  valley,  the  neareft 
of  which  to  the  city  are  thofe  of  St.  Chriftopher  and 
Amancaes. 

X  The"  river,  which  is  of  the  fame  name,  wafhes  the 
walls  of  Lima,  and  when  not  increafed  by  the  torrents 
from  the  mountains  is  eafily  forded ;  but  at  other 
times,  beGde  the  increafe  of  its  breadth,  its  depth  and 
rapidity  render  fording  impoITible :  accordingly  a  very 
elegant  and  fpacious  ftone  bridge  is  built  over  it, 

havixig 
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having  on  one  end  a  gate,  the  beautiful  architefbare 
of  which  is  equal  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ufeful 
ftru6lure.  This  gate  leads  to  the  grand  fquare, 
which  is  very  large  and  finely  ornamented. 

The  form  of  the  city  is  triangular,  the  bale  or  long- 
eft  fide  extending  along  the  banks  of  the  river.  Its 
length  is  1920  toifes,  orexaftly  two  thirds  of  a  league. 
Its  greatefl  breadth  from  north  to  fouth,  that  is,  ^om 
the  bridge  to  the  angle  oppofite  to  the  bafe,  is  1080 
toifes,  or  two  fifths  of  a  league.  It  is  furrounded 
with  a  brick  wall,  which  anfwers  its  original  intention, 
but  is  without  any  manner  of  regularity. 

On  the  fide  of  the  river  oppofite  to  the  city  is  a 
fuburb,  called  St.  Layaro,  which  has,  within  thefe 
few  years,  greatly  increafed.  All  the  flreets  of  this 
fuburb,  like  thofe  of  the  city,  are  broad,  parallel,  or 
at  right-angles,  fome  running  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  others  from  eafl:  to  weft,  forming  fquares  of 
houfes,  each  150  yards  in  front,  the  ufual  dimenfions 
of  all  thefe  quadras  or  fquares  in  this  country,  whereas 
thofe  of  Quito  are  only  100.  The  ftreets  are  paved, 
and  along  them  runs  ftreams  of  water,  conduced 
from  the  river  a  little  above  the  city  •,  and  being  arch- 
ed over,  contribute  to  its  cleanlinefe,  without  the  leaft 
inconveniency. 

The  houfes,  though  for  the  moft  part  low,  are 
commodious,  and  make  a  good  appearance.  They 
are  all  of  baxareque,  and  quincha,  that  they  may  the 
better  fupport  themfelves  under  the  fhocks  of  the 
earthquakes,  of  which  this  city  has  had  fo  many 
dreadful  inftances:  but  appear  to  be  compofed  of 
snore  folid  materials,  both  with  regard  to  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  principal  walls,  and  the  imitation  of  cor- 
nices on  them. 

All  the  churches,  both  conventual  and  parochial, 
and  alfo  the  chapels,  are  large,  and  conftrudled 
partly  of  ftone,  and  adorned  with  paintings  and  other 
decorations  of  great  value ;  particularly  the  cathe* 
dral,  the  churches  of  St«  Dominic,  St.  Francis,  St. 

Augufline, 
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Auguftine,  the  fathers  of  merqr,  and  that  of  the 
Jefuits,  are  lb  fpiendidly'decoratol,  as  to  furpais  de-. 
fcription ;  an  idea  being  on]y  to  be  formed  by  the 
nght. 

One  of  the  mod:  dreadful  difafters  attending  the 
city  of  Lima  is  the  earthquakes,  to  which  that  coun- 
try is  fo  fubjed,  that  the  inhabitants  are  under  conti* 
nual  apprehenfions  of  being,  Ax)m  their  fuddenneis 
and  violence,  buried  in  the  ruins  df  their  own  houfes. 
Thefe  terrible  concuflions  of  nature  are  not  regular, 
cither  with  regard  to  their  continuance  or  violence ; 
but  the  interval  between  them  is  never  of  fufficienc 
length  to  obliterate  the  remembrance  of  theirfright* 
ful  confequcnces, 

Thefe  earthquakes,  though  fo  fudden,  have  their 
prefages,  one  of  the  principal  of  which  is  a  rumbling 
noife  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  about  a  minute  be- 
fore the  Ihock  is  felt  *,  nor  does  this  noife  continue  in 
the  place  where  it  began,  but  feems  to  pervade  to  all 
the  adjacent  fubterraneous  parts.  This  is  followed 
by  difinal  howHngs  of  the  dogs,  which  feem  to  have 
the  ftrft  perception  of  the  approaching  danger.  The 
beads  of  burden  palTmg  the  ftreets,  (lop,  and  by  na- 
tural inftinft  ^read  open  their  legs,  the  better  to  pre- 
vent their  falling.  On  thefe  prefages  the  terrified  in* 
habitants  fly  from  their  houfes  into  the  ftreets,  with 
fuch  precipitation,  that,  if  the  calamity  happens  in 
the  night,  they  appear  quite  naked  -,  fear  and  the  ur- 
genry  /)f  the  danger  banifhing  at  once  all  fenfc  of  de* 
cency.  Nor  does  this  end  with  the  ftiock,  none  ven- 
turing to  return  to  their  houfes  through  fear  of  a  rc-r 
petition,  which  frequently  demolifhes  thole  buildings 
which  had  been  weakened  by  the  firft. 

One  of  the  mod  dreadful  concuffions  of  nature  fc\t 
by  this  unfortunate  city  happened  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober 1687. 

Another,  and  flill  more  dreadful  fhock,  happened 
on  the  28th  of  Oftober  1 746,  at  half  an  hour  after  ten 
^t  night  \  the  concuflions  began  with  fuch  violence, 

that 
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that  in  little  more  than  three  minutes  the  grcateft  part, 
if  not  all  the  buildings,  great  and  fmall  in  the  whole 
city,  were  dcftroyed,  burying  under  their  ruins  thofe 
inhabitants  who  had  not  made  fufficient  hafte  into  the 
ftreets  and  fquares  ;  the  only  places  of  fafecy  in  thefe 
terrible  convulfions.  The  fort  of  Calloa,  at  the  very 
fame  Jiour,  funk  into  the  like  ruins ;  but  what  it 
fuffered  from  the  earthquake  in  its  buildings,  was 
inconfiderabk,  when  compared  to  the  terrible  cata- 
rtrophe  which  followed :  for  the  fea,  receding  to 
a  confiderablc  diftance,  returned  in  mountainous 
waves,  foaming  with  the  violence  of  the  agitation, 
and  fuddenly  turned  Callao  and  the  neighbouring 
country  into  a  fea  -,  nothing  remaining  except  a 
piece  of  the  wall  of  the  fore  of  Santa  Crux,  as  a  me- 
morial of  this  rerrible  devalt^on.  There  were  then 
tweiuy-thrcc  (hips  and  vclfels,  great  and  fmall,  in  the 
harbour,  of  which  nineteen  were  abfolutely  funk,  and 
the  other  four,  among  which  was  a  frigate  called  St. 
Fcrmin,  carried  by  the  force  of  the  waves  to  a  confi- 
derable  diftance  up  the  Lountry. 

This  terrible  inundation  extended  to  other  ports  on 
the  coafl:,  as  Cavallos  and  Guanape;  and  the  towns 
of  Chancay,  Guaura,  and  the  valleys  dclla  Beranca, 
Sape,  and  Pativilca,  underwent  the  fame  fate  as  the 
city  of  Lima.  The  number  of  perfons  who  periflied 
in  the  ruins  of  that  city,  before  the  3 1  ft  of  the  fame 
month  of  Oftobcr,  according  to  the  bodies  found, 
amounted  to  1 300  -,  beGdes  the  maimed  and  wounded, 
many  of  which  only  lived  a  fhort  time  in  torture.  At 
Callao,  where  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted 
CO  about  4000,  two  hundred  only  efcaped,  and  twenty- 
two  of  ihefc  by  means  of  the  above-mentioned  frag- 
ment of  a  wall. 

From  thefe  terrible  devaftations,  added  to  another 
particular,  that  of  never  raining,  the  reader  would  be 
naturally  led  to  think  that  the  country  muft,  of  neccf- 
fity,  be  totally  barren  :  the  contrary  is  however  true  ; 
for  Lima  .enjoys  a  fertility  to  be  envied,  producing  all 
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kinds  of  grain,  and  a  prodigious  variety  of 
Here  induftry  and  art  fupply  that  moifture  which  the 
clouds  feem  to  with-hold ;  and  the  foil  is  by  this  meaivi 
rendered  remarkably  fruitful,  amidft  a  continuad 
drought* 

One  of  the  principal  cares  of  the  incas,  was  the 
cutting  and  difpofing,  in  the  mofl:  advantageous  man- 
ner, trenches  or  finall  canals,  in  order  to  conduft  the 
waters  of  the  rivers  to  nourifh  every  part,  and  render 
large  fields  capable  of  producing  grain.  The  Spa^ 
niards  finding  thefe  ufeful  works  ready  executed  to 
their  hands,  took  .care  to  keep  them  in  the  iame  order ; 
and  by  thefe  are  watered  the  fpacious  fields  of  wheat 
and  barley,  large  meadows,  plantations  of  fugar- 
canes,  and  olive-trees,  vineyards  and  gardens  or  all 
kinds ;  all  yielding  uncommon  plenty.  Lima  difiecs 
from  Quito,  where  the  fruits  of  the  year  have  no  de- 
termined feafons  ;  but  here  the  harvefts  are  gathered 
in,  and  the  trees  drop  their  leaves,  according  to  their 
rcfpedtive  natures. 

The  country  contiguous  to  the  city  is  covered  with 
gardens,  producing  all  the  herbs  and  fruits  known  in 
Spain,  and  of  the  lame  goodnefs  and  beauty,  bcfides 
thofe  common  to  America.  The  foU  is  ftony  and 
jandy.  The  arable  lands  have  a  ftratum  of  about  a 
foot  or  two  of  earth,  but  below  that  the  whole  confifts 
entirely  of  ftones.  From  this  circumflance,  the  fimi- 
larity  of  all  the  neighbouring  waftes,  and  the  bottom 
of  the  Tea,  this  whole  fpace  may  be  concluded  to  have 
been  formerly  covered  by  the  ocean,  to  the  dillance 
of  three  or  four  leagues,  or  even  farther,  beyond 
its  prcfent  limits. 

The  rocks  in  the  moft  inland  part  of  the  bay  arc 
perforated,  and  fmoothed  like  thofe  waflied  by  the 
waves ;  a  fufficient  proof  that  the  fea  formed  thofe 
large  cavities,  and  undermined  fuch  prodigious  mafles 
as  lie  on  the  ground  by  its  continual  'elifions ;  and  it 
feems  natural  to  think  that  the  like  mud  have  hap- 
pened in  the  country  contiguous  to  Lima,  and  that 
I  the 
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the  parts,  confifting  of  pebbles  like  thofe  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  adjacent  fea,  were  formerly  covered  by  the 
water. 

Another  Angularity  in  this  arid  country,  is  the 
abundance  of  fprings,  water  being  found  every  where 
with  little  labour,  by  digging  only  about  four  or  five 
feet  below  the  furface. 

The  lands  in  the  jurifdiftion  of  Chancay,  like  the 
other  parts  of  the  coafts  of  Peru,  are  manured  with 
the  dung  of  certsun  fea-birds,  which  abound  here  in  a. 
very  extraordinary  manner.  Thefe  they  call  Guanoes, 
and  the  dung  Guano,  the  Indian  name  for  excre* 
ment  in  general.  Thefe  birds,  after  [pending  the 
whole  day  in  catching  their  food  in  the  fea,  repair  at 
night  to  reft  on  the  iflands  near  the  coaft ;  and  their 
number  being  fo  gi^eat  as  entirely  to  cover  the 
ground,  they  leave  a  proportionable  quantity  of  ex- 
crement or  dune;  this  is  dried  by  the  heat  of  the  fuit 
into  a  cruft,  ana  is  daily  increafing,  fo  that  notwitk- 
ftanding  great  quantities  are  taken  away,  it  is  never 
exhaufted.  This  is  the  manure  ufed  in  the  fields  fow- 
cd  with  maize,  and  with  proper  watering  is  found 
greatly  to  fertilize  the  foil,  a  little  of  it  being  put  clofe 
to  every  ftem,  and  immediately  watered.  It  is  alfo  of 
ufe  in  fields  of  other  grain,  except  wheat  and  barley^ 
and  confequently  prodigious  quantities  of  it  yearly^ 
uied  in  agriculture. 

One  aftonifliing  particular  in  the  walls  of  this  town, 
and  in  all  other  neighbouring  valleys,  is,  that  though 
built  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  without  any  founda- 
tion, they  have  withftood  thofe  violent  earthquakes 
which  overthrew  the  more  folid  buildings  of  Lima, 
and  other  large  towns  ercfted  in  the  Spanifh  manner ; 
having  received  no  other  damage  than  what  naturally 
refults  from  being  forfakcn,  or  what  the  drivers  have 
done,  who  make  it  a  refting-place  for  their  catde  in 
their  road  to  Lima. 

During  our  artifts  ftay  at  Lima,  they  labopred  in- 
ceflantly  to  put  the  country  in  the  beft  pofture  of  de-> 
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fence  poflible^  that  in  cafe  the  Englilh  fquadron,'  nd^ 
der  the  command  of  commodore  Anfon,  which  was 
then  expefted  in  the  South  feas,  (hould  make  an  aN 
tack,  it  might  be  rendered  abordvc. 

At  the  &me  time  four  men  of  war  were  font  to 
cruife  off  the  coaft  o(  Chili,  and  vifit  the  ifland  of 
Juan  Fernandcs,  *  in  order  to  attack  the  Englilb  fqua<> 
dron,  at  their  firft  appearance  in  the  South  feas.  But 
after  cruifing  there  a  conliderable  time,  they  returned 
to  Callao,  without  receiving  the  leaft  information  of 
jlny  foreign  (bip$  having  been  fecn  in  thofe  feas; 
and  immediately  applied  themfelves  to  finiih  their 
menfuration  of  an  arch  of  the  meridian. 

But  before  they  had  fmifhed  their  work^  an  ezprefs 
arrived  at  Quito,  with  the  partkrulars  of  the  Engiifli 
having  taken  feveral  rich  prizes  in  the  Souch-feas,  and 
alfo  facked  the  town  of  Paita.  Our  artifts  therefore 
returned  immediately  to  Lima,  where  they  were  zjh 
pointed  commanders  of  two  frigates  fitted  out  for 
cruifers  on  the  coafl:  of  Chili. 

The  kingdom  of  Chili  is  celebrated  for  its  fenility. 
Its  plains,  eminences,  valleys,  in  fhort  the  whole 
country,  is  an  object  of  admiration ;  for  fo  amazing; 
,  is  the  fertility,  that  every  parcel  of  earth  feems  tranf- 
formed  into  a  feed.  It.  is  therefore  no  wonder  that 
many  of  the  inhabitants  apply  themfelves  to  hufban-^ 
dry,  as  they  are  fure  of  a  good  market  at  the  feveral 
ports  of  the  South-fea.  This  kingdom  alio  abounds 
m  mines  of  all  kinds,  particularly  in  thofe  of  gold 
and  copper. 

The  manner  of  carrying  on  the  commerce  of  thit 
kingdom  is  nearly  the  fame  with  that  of  other  n^ 

*  The  Spaniards  left  the  iflaod  only  a  few  days  before  oomnio* 
dore  Anfon's  arrival ;  which  fortunate  accident  prevented  his  falling 
into  their  hands ;  as  his  fhip's  company  were  tKen  (b  terribly  aN 
Aided  with  the  fi:iirvy,  that  they  coold  not  have  made  any  refinance: 
as  may  be  feen  in  commodore  Anion's  voyage,  iaferted  io  ibe  thiid 
volume  of  this  work» 
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tions;  but  the  manner  of  conducing  the  inland 
trade,  with  the  Indians  of  Arauco,  is  too  remarkable 
to  be  omitted. 

The  Indians  of  Arauco,  and  thofe  parts,  are  not 
governed  by  caciques,  or  curacas,  like  thofe  of  Peru, 
the  only  fubordination  known  among  them  being 
with  regard  to  age ;  fo  that  the  oldeft  perfon  of  the 
family  is  re(jpe<£i:ed  as  its  governor.  The  Spaniard 
begins  his  negociation  with  ofiering  the  chief  of  the 
family  a  cup  of  wine  j  after  this  he  difplays  his  wares, 
that  the  Indian  may  make  choice  of  what  beft  pleafes 
him  ;  mentioning  at  the  fame  time  the  return  he  ex- 
pe&s.  If  they  agree,  the  Spaniard  makes  him  a  pre« 
fent  of  a  little  wine ;  and  the  Indian  chief  informs 
the  community  that  they  are  at  liberty  to  trade  with 
that  Spaniard  as  his  friend.  Relying  on  this  protec- 
tion, the  Spaniard  goes  from  hut  to  hut,  recommend- 
ing himfelr  at  firft  by  giving  the  head  of  every  fami- 
ly a  tafte  of  his  'wine.  After  this  they  enter  upoo 
bufmefs  *,  and  the  Indian  having  taken  what  he  want- 
ed, the  trader  goes  away  without  receiving  any  equi- 
valent at  that  time,  and  vifits  the  other  huts,  as  they 
lie  difperfed  all  over  the  country,  till  he  has  difpofed 
of  his  ftock.  He  then  returns  to  the  cottage  of  the 
chief,  calling  on  his  cuftomers  in  his  way,  and  ac- 
quainting them  that  he  is  on  his  return  home.  Upon 
this  fummons  not  one  fails  of  bringing  to  him  at  the 
chiefs  hut  what  had  been  agreed  on.  Here  they 
take  their  leave  of  him,  with  all  the  appearance  of  a 
fincere  friendftrip  -,  and  the  chief  even  orders  fome  Inr 
dians  to  efcort  him  to  the  frontiers,  and  afTift  him  ia 
«  driving  the  cattle  he  has  received  in  exchange  for  his 
goods. 

I  Formerly,  and  even  till  the  year  1724,  thofe  traders 
carried  Urge  quantities  of  wine,  of  which  as  well  as 
all  other  inebriating  liquors  the  Indians  are  immode- 
rately fond :  but  this  trade,  through  the  intemperate 
ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors,  bred  tumults  and  wars, 
which  began  without  any  other  declaration  than  the 
7  xnaflaciie 
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maflacre  of  the  Spaniards  of  all  ranks  ifho  fell  into 
their  hands,  and  even  the  traders  in  their  country. 
This  branch  of  trade  has  therefore  been  fuppreflfed, 
and  no  more  allowed  to  be  carried  into  the  Indian 
territories  than  what ihall  be  judged  necefiary  to  give 
the  mafter^  of  families  a  cup  by  way  of  compliment, 
and  a  very  fmall  quantity  for  trading.  The  happy 
eSed:s  of  this  prohibition  are  felt  on  both  fides ;  thie 
Spaniards  live  in  fafety,  and  the  Indians  in  peace  and 
tranquillity. 

The  Indians  of  Arauco,  Tucapel,  and  others  in- 
habiting the  fouthern  parts  of  the  river  Biobio,  and 
alio  they  who  live  near  the  Cordillera,  have  hitherto 
eluded  all  attempts  made  for  reducing  them  under 
the  Spanifh  government.  For  in  this  boundkfs  coun- 
try, as  it  may  be  called,  when  ftrongly  pufhed,  they 
abandon  their  huts,  and  retire  into  more  diftant  parts; 
where  being  joined  by  other  nations,  they  return  in 
fuch  numbers  that  all  refiftance  would  be  temerity, 
and  again  take  pofleflion  of  their  former  halMtations. 

Thefe  Indian  wars  againft  the  Spaiards  ufually  con- 
tinue feme  years,  being  of  little  detriment  to  the  In- 
dians -,  for  moft  of  their  occupations,  which  confift  in 
the  culture  of  a  fmall  fpot  of  ground,  and  weaving 
ponchos  and  cloaks  for  apparel,  are  carried  on  by  the 
women.  1  heir  huts  are  built  in  a  dav  or  two,  and 
their  food  confifts  of  roots,  maize,  and  other  grain. 
War  tliercfore  is  no  impediment  or  lofs  to  them  ;  in- 
deed they  rather  confider  it  is  a  defirable  occupation, 
their  hours  at  other  times  being  fpent  in  idlenefs,  or 
caroul'als. 

The  firti  advances  toward  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
thefe  Indians  are  generally  made  by  the  Spaniards ; 
and  as  Ibon  as  the  propofals  are  agreed  to,  a  congrefe 
is  held,  at  'which  the  governor,  major-general  of 
Chili,  and  the  principal  officers,  the  biOiop  of  Con- 
ception, and  other  perfons  of  eminence,  affift.  On 
the  part  of  the  Indians,  toqui,  or  generaliffimo,  and 
the  captains  of  his  army,  as  rcprefentatives  of  the 
communities,  repair  to  the  congrefs. 
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Bcfide  the  congrcfles  held  with  thefc  Indians,  for 
concluding  a  treaty  of  peace,  others  are  held  on 
the  arrival  of  a  new  preHdcnc,  and  the  famf  (leremO' 
(lies  obfcrved  in  both. 

On  thele  occafions  a  kind  of  fair  is  held  at  both 
camps,  great  numbers  of  Spaniards  repairing  thither 
with  fuch  goods  as  they  know  will  pleafe  the  Indians; 
who  alio  come  with  their  ponchos  and  cattle.  Both 
parties  deal  by  exchange,  and  ncycr  fail  Ictling  their 
whole  ftocks  1  or  of  obfcrving  in  their  dealings  the 
moft  exad  candour  and  regularity,  as  a  fpeciiriej)  in 
which  all  future  commerce  is  to  be  conduftcd. 

Soon  after  our.artifts  arrived  in  the  bay  of  Concep- 
tion, they  joined  j:hc  Elperanza,  a  Spanilh  man  of 
".  war,  commanded  by  Don  Pedro  Mendinueta,  who 
had  found  means  to  double  Cape  Horn,  and  reaclj  the 
bay  of  Conception.  In  a  few  days  they  received  adr 
vice  that  Don  Jofeph  Pizarro  was  arrived  over  land 
from  Buenos  Ayrss,  and  intended  to  hoift  his  flag  on 
board  the  Efpcranza,  On  which  they  failed  for  Val- 
jiaiaifb,  where  the  commodore  came  on  board,  and 
took  upon  him  the  command  of  the  fquadron.  In 
this  port  they  found  three  French  fhips,  called  the 
Louis  Erafme,  NoEredame  de  la  Deliverance,  and  tlie 
Lys,  which  had  been  freighted  as  regjfter-fliips^  and 
touched  at  Vaiparaifo  to  vend  their  cargoes. 

The  whole  Beet  now  failed  for  the  illand  of  Juan 
Fernandes,  and  thence  to  Cailao,  where  they  arrived 
pn  the  24ih  of  June. 

Our  arcifls  now  repaired  once  more  to  Quito,  where 
they  finiftied  thfir  oblcrvatiops,  and  then  returned  to 
Lima,  in  order  to  procure  a  paflage  from  thence  to 
Spain.  They  found  at  Cailao  two  of  the  French  fliips 
above-mentioned,  namely  the  Deliverance  and  the 
Lys,  preparing  for  a  voyage  to  Europe.  This  was 
an  opportunity  not  to  be  omitted ;  and  accordingly 
Pon  George  Juan  embarked  in  the  letter,  .and  pou 
Antonio  dc  UJlpa  in  the  former. 
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They  left  the  port  of  Caibo  on  the  22d  of  0£lober, 
and  on  the  226  of  November  joined  the  Louis  Erafme, 
which  with  another  French  regifterihip,  called  the 
Marquis  d'Antin,  had  waited  for  them  in  the  bay  of 
Conception.  Their  little  fquadron  being  thus  form- 
ed, they  left  the  bay;  but  the  next  diy  the  Lys 
fprung  a  leak,  and  was  obliged  to  remrn.  The  reft 
of  the  fquadron  had  the  good  fortune  to  double  Cape 
Horn,  without  meeting  with  thofc  terrible  dorms  fo 
frecjuent  near  that  Cape. 

On  the  21ft  of  May  j  744,  they  came  to  an  anchor 
in  the  road  of  Ferdinando  de  Narona,  an  ifland  on  the 
coaft  of  Brazil,  belonging  to  the  Fortuguefe.  Here 
they  refitted  their  crazy  Ibips,  and  took  on  board  a 
frclh  fupply  of  provifions,  wood  and  water.  On  the 
joth  of  Junp,  at  ten  in  the  morning,  they  again  got 
under  fail,  and  continued  their  courfe  to  the  north- 
ward, comforting  thcmfclves  that  now  the  whole  dan- 
ger of  their  voyage  was  over.  But  on  the  21ft  of 
July,  about  Itx  in  the  morning,  being  then  in  43  deg, 
57  min.  north  latinide,  and  39  deg.  44  min.  eaft  of 
the  meridian  of  Conception,  they  difcovered  two  fait 
within  three  leagues  of  them,  bearing  E.  N.  E.  At 
feven  in  the  morning,  when  being  within  little  more 
than  cannon-fliot  of  each  other,  the  largcft  of  the 
two  fired  a  fhot,  and  at  the  fame  time  both  hoifted 
Englilh  colours :  the  French  frigates  alfo  formed  a 
line,  though  little  in  a  condition  for  fighting ;  for  be- 
fide  being  weakly  manned,  and  the  want  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  they  had  no  nettings  for  fecuring  [he 
men. 

The  force  of  the  three  French  frigates  was  this  : 
the  Louis  Erafme  carried  twenty  guns,  and  had  be- 
tween feventy  and  eighty  perfons  on  board,  feamen, 
paflcr.gers  and  boys-,  the  Marquis  d'Antin  alfo  car- 
ried ten  guns  on  a  fide,  and  had  aboard  fifty-five  per- 
fons ;  La  Deliverance  was  ftill  fmailer  than  the  other 
two,  having  only  feven  on  a  fide,  and  all  the  perfoni 
aboard  did  not  exceed  Hlty  men. 
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The  enemy,  who  afterward  proved  to  be  priva- 

I  teers,  were  confiderably  fupcrior  in  force.  The  largeft 
~  them,   called  the  Prince  Frederick,  commanded 

[  by  captain  James  Talbot,  carried  thirty-liK  guns;  the 

'  name  of  the  fmallell  privateer  was  the  Duke,  captain 
Morecock  ;  Ihe  had  ten  guns  on  a  fide,  befide  pate- 
rcroes  on  both,  which  did  great  execution  in  the  rig- 
ging. At  length,  about  half  an  hour  after  ten,  the 
Marquis  d'Aniin,  which  was  in  the  rear,  llructc 
to  the  lareeft  of  the  enemy,  with  which  (he  was  en- 
gaged, after  lofing  her  captain  :  having  received  lb 
many  (hot  betwixt  wind  and  water,  that  Ihe  was  on 
the  point  of  finking. 

■The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  which  was  the 
headmon:  (hip,  feeing  one  of  her  company  taken,  pru- 
dently crouded  fail,  that  while  the  enemy's  fliips  wera 
taken  up  with  the  prize,  he  might  cfcape  from  them. 
Louis  Erafme  could  not  hefiiate  to  follow  her  ex- 
ample 1  but  the  iargeft  of  the  Englilh  privateers  was 
not  long  in  coming  up  with  her,  and  by  the  fuperio- 

.  rliy  of  her  force,  and  the  vigour  with  which  it  was 
exerted,  foon  laid  her  under  a  necefllty  of  furrender- 
ijig.  The  two  privateers  being  uken  up  each  with 
her  prize,  and  the  fouih-eaft  wind  fre(hcrring,  favour- 
ed the  tfcape  of  the  Deliverance,  which  flood  N.  E. 
and  at  four  in  the  evening  got  quite  out  of  fight  both 
of  the  privateers  and  prizes. 

The  captain  of  the  Deliverance,  after  this,  in  all 
appearance,  fortunate  efcape,  confulted  with  his  of- 
ficers what  courfe  was  moft  advlfeable  to  ftccr. 
Among  them  was  one  who  had  often  been  at  Louif' 
bourg  in  the  ifland  of  Cape  Breton,  near  Newfound- 
land, and  had  a  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  fituation 
and  nature  of  the  place.  He  likewife  informed  the 
captain,  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  fummer  two 
men  of  war  were  every  year  Tent  thither,  to  carry  mo- 
ney and  troops  for  th^it  place  and  Canada ;  and  like- 
wile  to  protect  the  cod-fUhery.  Tiiefe  realbns,  and 
ihis  courfe  appearing  Icfs  dangerous  than  that  toward 
lit  xhf 
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the  coaft  of  Spain,  determined  the  captain  to  pur* 
fue  what  he  thought  the  fafeft  method^  afld  make 
for  Cape  Breton :  belide,  the  condition  of  the  De- 
liverance fcarce  permitted  of  any  choice,  as  afibrding 
little  hopes  that  (he  ever  would  be  able  to  reach  any 
port  in  Spain.  But  that  the  captain  and  his  officers 
might  hot  be  charged  with  taking  fuch  an  important 
ftep  of  themfelves,  a  reprefentation  was  alfo  made  to 
the  paflengers,  who  all  readily  approved  of  it  as  the 
beft  refource  in  their  prcfcnt  exigency ;  the  very  fame 
evening  the  courfe  was  altered,  and  they  fteered  for 
Louifbourg  as  a  port  of  fafety. 

On  the  1 3th  of  Auguft,  at  fix  in  the  morning,  they 
iaw  a  brigantine  plying  along  thecoaftTor  Louifbourg; 
the  Deliverance  on  this  hoifted  a  French  enfign,  which 
was  anfwered  by  the  other,  firing  two  or  three  guns. 
This  gave  them  no  manner  of  uneafinefs,  concluding, 
that  the  brigantine,  fufpeding  fome  deceit  in  their 
colours,  had  fired  thofe  guns  as  a  warning  to  the  fiih- 
ing  barks  without  to  get  into  the  harbour.  An  hour 
afterward,  being  near  eight  o*clock,  they  faw  com- 
ing out  of  Louifbourg  two  men  of  war,  which  they 
immediately;  took  for  (hips  belonging  to  a  French 
iijuadron  ftationcd  there,  for  the  fccurity  of  that  im- 
portant place ;  and  that  they  had  come  out  on  this 
fignal  from  the  brigantine,  that  a  (hip  had  appeared 
in  fight,  left  it  might  be  fome  Bofton  privateer,  with 
a  defign  on  the  fi(hery.  Here  we  muft  refer  to  the 
reader's  imagination,  the  complacency  and  joy  which 
fwelled  every  heart,  imagining  that  they  now  faw  the 
end  of  all  their  fears  and  difafters ;  a  place  of  fafe  re- 
pofe,  after  a  voyage  of  fuch  danger  and  fatigue.  Then 
kt  him  think  what  an  ed^e  the  melancholy  difappoint- 
ment  gave  to  their  aAoni(hment  and  dejedion,  when 
their  vifionary  fchemes  of  delight  ended  in  the  reil 
miferies  of  captivity :  that  place  being  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  Engli(h. 

The  fmalleft  veflfcl,  which  carried  fifty  guns,  lead- 
ing the  way,  came  along-fide  of  the  Deliverance  5  then 
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indeed  the  fatal  difappointment  became  tcx)  evident, 
by  the  (hip  hoifting  her  national  colours,  and  firing 
feveral  guns,  which  carried  away  the  foretopfail-haU 
liards  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  larger  fhip  came  up 
on  the  (larboard-fide.  Betwixt  two  fuch  enemies  re- 
fiftance  would  Have  been  a  wild  temerity  -,  the  cap- 
tain immediately  flruck  his  colours,  and  the  boat 
from  the  fmalleft  fhip  came  on  board,  and  took  pof- 
feflTion  of  the  Deliverance  *,  and  returned  into  the  har- 
bour with  a  very  rich  prize. 

Thefe  two  Englifti'  men  of  war  were  the  Sunder- 
land, captain  John  Brett,  of  (ixty  guns,  and  the 
Chefter,  captain  Philip  Durell,  of  fifty. 

Don  Ulloaadds,  that  all  his  fecrct  papers,  on  their 
departure  from  the  iQand  of  Fernando  de  Norona, 
were  formed  into  a  packet,  arid  that  he  had  dcfired 
of  the  captain,  the  fupercar^o  and  other  officers,  that 
in  cafe  it  was  his  fate  to  fall  fuddenly  in  the  aftion, 
they  would  throw  the  parcel  into  the  fea.  When  there- 
fore the  Spanifh  officer  found  that  there  was  no  poffi- 
bility  either  of  oppofmg  or  getting  clear  of  the  ene- 
my, he  threw  the  packet  overboard,  after  faftening 
lome  bullets  to  it  *,  but  all  his  papers  relating  to  thd 
mcnfuration  of  the  degrees  of  the  meridian,  together 
with  the  phydcal  and  aftronomical  obfervations  and 
hiftorical  narratives,  he  kept  by  him,  the  contents 
being  of  univerfal  concern,  and  no  detriment  could 
refult  from  the  enemy's  infpefting  them.  But  at 
among  men  who  feemed  to  mind  nothing  but  what  was 
filver  or  gold,  they  would  have  rart  a  great  rifk  of 
being  abufed  or  confounded  among  a  multitude  of 
others,  he  thought  proper  to  acquaint  the  captains 
on  what  fervice  he  had  been  employed  ;  and  as  his 
papers  tended  to  the  improvement  or  navigation,  re- 
commended them  to  their  care. 

Don  Ulloa  was  fcnt  with  the  fleet  to  England,  and 
thence  to  Fareham,  a  pleafant  village  at  the  bottom 
of  Portfmooth  harbour,  where  the  prifoners  of  war 
were  then  confined.    "  I  muft  not,  fays  Don  Ulloa, 
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**  here  omit  the  courtefy  and.  generofity  of  captKifi 
**  Brett,  commander  of  the  Sunderland,  to  all  the 
**  prifomers  of  any  rank,  whom  he  not  only  admitted 
**  to  his  table  during  the  voyage,  but  prevailed  on  alt 
*'  r'lr  other  officers  to  imitate  his  good  example  j  and 
*<^  V !' J  feemed  to  vie  in  civilities  .toward  us,  and 
•'  humanity  toward  the  mferior  fort :  fparing  for 
*•  nothing  to  alleviate  our  misfortunes.** 

Our  author  was  committed  to  the  care  of  Mr. 
Brookes,  commiflary  for  the  Frendi  prifoners,  and 
paints  his  gratitude  for  the  many  favours  he  received 
from  that  gentleman  *,  and  alfo  from  Mr.  Rickman, 
who  afted  in  the  fame  capacity  for  the  Spaniards,  in 
the  moft  glowing  colours. 

*♦  Both  thefe  gentlemen,  adds  he,  oOTered  to  join 
*'  their  intereft  in  foUiciting  the  admiralty  for  my  pa- 
•*  pers,  the  thing  I  had  moft  at  heart.**  A  petition 
was  accordingly  fent  to  his  grace  the  duke  ofBedford, 
then  firft  lord  of  the  admiralty,  and  the  anfwer  re- 
turned was  agreeable  to  his  wiflies  :  the  lords  of  the 
admiralty  adding,  that  they  were  not  at  war  with  the 
arts  and  fcienccs,  or  their  profeflbrs  ;  that  the  Eng- 
lifh  nation  cultivated  them,  and  that  it  was  the  glory 
of  its  minifters  and  great  men  to  encourage  and  pro- 
teft  them. 

Soon  after  our  author  obiained  permiflion  to  repair 
to  London,  that  he  might  renew  his  foUicitatbns  with 
greater  eafe  and  efFeft*  **  On  my  firft  attendance  at 
*'  the  office  for  prifoners  of  war,  fays  Don  Ulloa,  a 
*'  letter  was  (hewn  me  from  lord  Harrington,  fccretary 
'^  of  ftate,  for  bringing  me  to  his  houfe.  This  noble- 
"  man,  having  been  ambaflador  for  fome  years  in 
*'  Spain^  among  his  other  eminent  qualities,  had  a 
**  great  afFeftion  for  the  Spaniards,  which  he  was 
*'  pleafed  to  extend  to  me  in  a  moft  obliging  recep- 
tion, and  alTuranCes,  that  rfothing  (hould  be  want- 
ing in  him  to  procure  me  my  papers.  Or  do  me  any 
other  good  office4  Martin  Folkes,  Efq-,  then  prc- 
••  fidcnt  of  the  Royal  Society,  a  perfon  equally  dif- 
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"  tinguifhed  for  his  learning,  politenefs,  and  readincfs 
*'  to  do  every  good  aiftion  in  his  power,  being  in- 
"  formed  I  was  a  priibiier  at  Fareham,  and  that  my 
"  papers  were  lodged  at  the  adr.iiralty,  and  fearing 
"  they  might  fall  into  the  hands  of  perfbns  entirely 
"  ignorant  of  their  contents,  and  by  that  means  be 
"  milled  or  ahufed,  had  applied  for  having  them  de- 

"  Uvcred  to  him but  they  were  unhappily  ming- 

"  led  wiih  many  others  of  a  very  different  kind,  and 
"  therefore  difficult  to  fcparate  them,  without  the 
*'  prcfence  of  the  author  htmfcif,  todiftinguifh  them 
**  by  the  hand  and  other  marks.  By  his  alTiftance  and 
"  the  alacrity  of  Mr.  Brookes,  who  was  determined 
"  not  to  reft  till  the  affair  was  ended  ro  my  faiistac- 
*'  tion,  an  order  of  the  admiralty  was  obtained  to  the 
*'  fecretary  of  the  India  company,  to  whom  they  had 
•'  all  been  fent,  that  1  might  make  a  fcarch  for  them, 
"  and  thofc  which  I  fhauUi  fcparate  were  to  be  fent 
"  to  the  admiralty.  This  order  met  with  fuch  a 
"  punftual  compliance,  that  it  was  executed  the  very 
"  day  of  its  date. 

**  The  prefident  of  the  Royal  Society,  for  whom 
"  ail  the  lords  of  the  admiralty  entertained  an  efteem 
"  fuitable  to  his  great  merit,  was  again  pleafed  to  in- 
*'  tereft  himfelf  in  favour  of  my  papers ;  and  in  re- 
•'  gard  to  his  fuUicitations,  the  examination  of  ihem 
"  was  referred  to  him.  This  gentleman,  who  pof- 
"  fcfled  in  the  higheJl  degree  all  the  focial  and  intel- 
"  leftual  qualities  affibility  without  artifice,  a 
"  genius  which  nothing  could  efcape,  and  an  amiable 
**  deportment,  and  generous  manners,  had  from  my 
*'  firft  arrival  Ihewn  me  an  inccflfant  kindncfs :  he  in- 
"  iroduced  me  to  the  meetings  of  the  focicty,  and 
**  to  him  I  owe  the  acquaintance  of  many  perfons  of 
"  diftiiiftion,  and  the  marks  of  friendlhip  I  received 
*'  from  them.  He  condcfcended  to  carry  me  to  the 
"  moft  famous  mufeums,  places  affording  the  higheft 
"  delight  to  a  rational  mind,  and  where  all  nature  Is 
^  coUefted  into  a  living  hiftory  of  the  feveral  pro- 
I  i  4  "  dudU 
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^<  dufts  of  the  waters  and  eArthi  both  in  the  mineral^ 
*^  vegetable,  and  animal  kingdoms.  He  likewife 
<<  brought  me  acquainted  with  the  mof^  famous  lite- 
«^  rati,  and  was  my  conftant  guide.  In  a  word^  h^ 
"  carried  his  friendfhip  to  me  very  far  beyond  what  I 
«<  could  have  expedted,  had  I  even  entertained  a  much 
**  higher  opinion  df  my*o\m  abilities. 

•'  Aftioiis  like  thefe  convinced  toe  of  the  linceritf 
^<  of  the  Englifh,  their  benevolence^  and  difintereft-^ 
«^  ed  dom{)Ianance.  I  obferved  the  tempers^  cuftomsi 
*«  government,  and  police  of  this  praifc-^worthy  na- 
*\  tion,  which  in  its  cGrconomical  condu6i^  and  focial 
^<  Virtues,  may  be  a  panern  to  all  the  reft  of  man* 
*'  kind. 

*^  Mr.  Folkfcs,  having  gone  through  ftly  pipers^ 
^<  made  his  report  to  the  admiralty,  couched  in  fuch 
««  favourable  terms,  that  the  board  gave  him  leave^ 
^*  according  to  his  deGre^  to  deliver  them  up  to  me^ 
^^  which  he  accordingly  did  on  the  1 5th  of  May.  Buc 
*^  as  a  more  illuftrious  teftimony  of  the  great  efteem 
*'  with  Which  he  honoured  me,  he  propofed  to  Earl 
^  Stanhope,  and  feveral  other  gentlemen  of  the  Royal 
•«  Society,  that  I  might  be  admitted  a  member  of 
^  that  learned  body ;  rightly  judging  that  fuch  an 
*^  honour  could  not  fail  of  adding  an  ardour  td  my 
^*  defire  of  contributing  to  the  improvement  of  the 
**  fciences.** 

Don  UUoa,  having  thus  obtained  his  papers,  toge- 
ther with  his  liberty,  which  had  been  granted  at  his 
firft  foliicitation,  embarked  at  Falmouth  in  the  Liibon 
packet-boat,  and  reached  Madrid  on  the  26th  of  July, 
15^46*  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  king  of  Spain  or- 
dered the  papers  of  Don  UUoa  to  be  publiflied  under 
his  patronage  j  and  from  thofe  authentic  memoirs, 
the  foregoing  account  of  this  celebrated  voyage  is 
Cipctra^edt 
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SPAIN  AND  THE  WEST  INDIES. 


IT  has  been  always  the  ruling  maxim  in  the  Spaniih 
councils  to  preferve  by  all  means  poflible  the  com-^ 
tnerce  with  the  Weft  Indies^  not  only  to  the  Spanifli 
nation)  but  to  the  crown  of  Spain «  On  this  principle 
they  reftrain»  with  great  pun&uality,  all  ibangers 
from  pafling  into  their  American  dominions;  and 
though  there  have  been  formerly  fome  inftances  of 
foreigners  pafling  through  the  Spanifli  fettlements, 
end  even  refiding  in  them,  yet  they  are  very  rare.  It 
is  true,  that  of  late  years  the  Spaniards  have  found 
themfelves  in  fome  manner  obliged  to  relax  in  this 
point,  efpecially  during  the  long  controverfy  about 
the  Spanifli  fucqeflion,  when  they  laboured  under  a 
tiecelfity  of  being  prote6ted  by  the  French  fleets. 
But  as  foon  as  Philip  V.  was  acknowledged  by  the 
maritime  powers  for  king  of  Spain,  they  returned  inv- 
mediately  to  their  old  notions  ^  and  onlers  were  dif> 
patched  to  the  Weft  Indies  to  compel  the  French, 
who  were  fettled  there,  to  return  into  Europe,  and 
to  break  ofl^  all  commerce  with  them  for  the  future, 
which  in  the  South  feas  at  leaft  were  pundtually 
obeyed^ 

The  method  in  which  trade  is  carried  on  there  is 
well  enough,  known  in  general,  but  few  enter  far 
enough  into  its  particulars.  In  order  to  give  as  dif^ 
tinft  an  account  of  this  matter  as  poflible,  we  fliall 
fpeak  of  the  galleons,  the  flota,  the  flodlla,  regifter- 
(hipSf  and  guarda  coftas  ^  and  when  we  have  done 
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this,  the  reader  will  perfeftly  comprehend  the  myftcrjr 
of  the  Spanifh  policy  in  this  point. 

A  galleon  is,  properly  fpeaking,  a  very  large  man 
of  war,  of  three  or  four  decks,  built  in  a  manner  now 
altogether  out  of  fafhion,  except  in  Spaun  ;  and  the 
reafon  why  it  is  dill  ufed  there,  is,  that  it  affords  a 

treat  deal  of  room  for  merchandize,  with  which  the 
ing's  {hips  are  generally  fo  much  crouded,  as  to  be 
in  no  condition  of  defending  themfelves.  That  fleet 
which  we  call  the  galleons,  confifts  of  eight  fuch  men 
of  war.  Of  thefe  there  are  three  very  large  ones, 
each  of  fifty  guns,  and  an  advice  frigate  of  forty. 
The  merchant-men  which  fail  with  this  fleet,  and  pur- 
chafe  their  licences  at  a  very  high  rate,  are  in  number 
from  twelve  to  fixteen,  and  in  burthen  at  leaft  a  third 
part  bigger  than  is  expreflfed  in  their  refpeAivc  fthe- 
dules.  Thefe  ftiips  are  intended  to  carry  all  that  is 
neceflary,  cither  of  warlike  ftores,  or  merchandize  for 
Peru  :  and  this  is  the  fpecific  difference  between  this 
fleet  and  the  flota,  which  is  intended  for  Mexico.  In 
time  of  peace,  the  galleons  fail  regularly  once  a  year 
from  Cadiz,  at  no  fct  time,  but  according  to  the 
king's  plcafure,  and  the  convenience  of  the  mer- 
chants. From  Cadiz  the  galleons  fteer  direftly  for 
the  Canaries,  where,  if  the  flota  fails  with  them,  as 
it  fometimes  does,  they  anchor  together  in  the  haven 
of  Gomcra.  Thence  they  bear  away  for  the  Antilles, 
and  when  they  arrive  at  that  height,  the  flota  fepa- 
rateS)  and  the  galleons  bear  away  for  Carthagena. 
As  foon  as  they  double  Cape  de  la  Vela,  and  appear 
before  the  mouth  of  Rio  de  la  Hacha,  advice  is  fent 
to  all  parts,  that  every  thing  may  be  got  ready  for 
their  reception.  In  the  harbour  of  Carthagena  they 
remain  a  month,  and  land  there  all  the  goods  defign- 
ed  for  the  audience  of  the  Terra  Firma.  Then  they 
fail  to  Porto  Bello,  where  they  continue  during  the 
fair,  which  lafts  five  or  fix  weeks ;  and  having  landed 
the  merchandize  intended  for  Peru,  and  received  the 
treafure  and  rich  commodities  fent  from  thence  on 
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board,  they  fail  again  to  Carthageria,  where  they  re- 
main till  they  return  to  Spain,  which  is  ufually  witb^ 
in  the  fpace  o£  two  years.  When  they  have  orders  to 
return,  they  fail  firfi:  to  the  Havanna,  and  having 
there  joined  the  fiota,  and  what  other  fliips  are  re* 
turning  to  Europe,  they  thence  continue  their  voyage 
to  Cadiz. 

The  ilota  conlifts,  as  well  as  t;he  ^Ueons,  of  a  cei> 
tain  number  of  men  of  war,  and  of  a  certain  number 
of  merchants  (hips.  The  former  are  fcldom  more 
than  three ;  the  latter  are  ufually  about  fixteen,  in 
burthen  between  five  hundred  and  a  thoufand  tons. 
This  fleet  fails  about  the  month  of  Auguft,  that  by 
the  favour  of  the  winds  which  reign  about  November, 
they  may  the  more  eafily  purfue  their  voyage  to  La 
Vera  Cruz.  In  their  paflage  they  call. at  Puerto  Rico, 
to  take  in  frefh  water  and  provifions,  then  pals  in 
fight  of  Hilpaniola,  Jamaica,  and  Cuba;  and,  ac- 
cording to  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  the  nature  of 
the  winds,  pafs  either  by  the  coaft  of  Jucatan,  or 
higher  through  the  gulph,  to  La  Vera  Cruz,  which 
lies  at  the  bottom  of  it.  As  .the  flota  is  defigned  to 
furnifh  not  only  Mexico,  but  the  Philippine  illands 
alfo,  with  European  gpods^  they  are  obliged  to  re- 
main there  for  a  conuderable  fpace ;  lEUid,  when  it  is 
neceflary,  they  winter  in  that  port.  The  cargo  with 
which  they  return,  is  not  fo  nch  as  that  of  die  gal- 
leons ;  but  fome  writers  fay,  that  it  increafes  annually 
in  its  value,  which  muft  be  owing  to  the  progrefs 
made  in  fettling  what  the  Spaniards  call  the  kingdom 
of  New  Mexico. 

It  is  ufually  in  the  month  of  May  that  the  flota 
leaves  La  Vera  Cruz,  though  fbmetimes  it  is  detained 
in  that  harbour  till  Auguft.  Then  the  ihips  that 
comtx>fe  it,  fail  for  the  Havanna.  As  ibon  as  they 
are  lafely  arrived  in  the  Havanna,  they  detach  a  few 
of  the  lighted  and  cleanefl;  (hips  to  Europe ;  who, 
beOde  money  and  merchandize,  carry  alfo  an  exa£t 
account  of  the  contents  both  of  the  galleons  and  flota. 

Thefc 
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Thefe  (hips  arc  called  by  the  Spaniards,  with  propriecf 
enough,  the  floiiUa^  i.  e.  the  little  feet.  The  prin- 
cipal rtafon  of  fcndif^  them  in  this  manner  into 
Spain,  is  to  ^ve  the  court  of  Madrid  an  opportunity 
rf  judgii^  what  convoy  may  be  neceffary,  in  cafe  of 
any  alteration  of  aSairs,  to  be  fent  to  efcort  the  granft^ 
fleet ;  as  alfo  to  regulate  the  indulto,  which  may  be 
levied  on  the  merchants  in  proportion  to  their  intereft 
in  the  galleons  and  flota.  But  the  reader  may  poffibly 
incline  to  inquire  what  obliges  this  great  fleet  to  re- 
main fo  long  at  the  Havanha  ?  for  which  two  caufcs 
may  be  afligncd,  viz.  waiting  for  a  wind,  or  for  the 
rcgifter-lhips  which  they  arc  to  convoy  home. 

A  regifter-fhip  is  fo  called,  from  its  being  regiftered 
with  all  the  effedbs  embarked  in  Spain,  in  the  books 
kept  for  that  purpofe  in  the  chamber  of  Seville.     A% 
this  general  account  will  not  probably  appear  fatis&c- 
tory,   we  Ihall  endeavour  to  ftatc  the  matter  more 
fully.     A  company  of  merchants  having,  as  they  con- 
ceive, juft  grounds  to  imagine  that  European  goods 
are  greatly  wanted  at  fome  particular  ports   in  the 
Weft  Indies,  they  draw  up  a  memorial  or  petition, 
containing  thefe  reafons  in  the  cleareft  and  concifeft 
terms,  and  lay  it  before  the  council  of  the  Indies. 
The  prayer  or  this  petition  is.  That  they  may  have 
leave  to  fend  a  ftiip  of  three  hiindred  tons  burthen, 
or  under,  to  the  port  they  mention.    When  leave  is 
obtained,  they  pay  a  certain  fum  to  the  crown,  which 
is  generally  between  thirty  and  fifty  thoufand  pieces 
of  eight,  befide  prefents,  and  thofe  no  fmall  ones, 
to  the  king's  officers,  from  the  greateft  to  the  Icaft. 
That  this  however  may  not  induce  any  fulpicion  of 
fraud,  they  rcgifter  their  fliip  and  cargo,  that  it  may 
appear  confiftent  with  their  petition  and  licence,  and 
yet  (luch  a  fatality  there  attends  on  all  cuftom-houfe 
cautions)  this  fliip  of  under  three  hundred  tons  gene- 
rally carries  upwards  of  fix  hundred  ton  of  goods,  and 
affords  accommodation  for  paflcngcrs  bendes.     Co- 
pies from  the  regiftcr  are  tranfmittcd  to  the  governor 
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and  royal  officers  at  the  port,  to  which  the  rcgiftcr* 
Ihip  is  bound ;  and  fuch  is  their  diligence,  fuch  their 
integrity,  that  when  the  (hip  comes  to  an  anchor  in 
the  port,  they  make  a  very  narrow  enquiry,  and  yet 
there  is  feldom  or  never  any  fraud  difcovered :  but, 
on  the  contrary,  this  Ihip  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  ton 
returns  into  Europe  with  an  authentic  certificate  from 
all  the  king  of  Spain's  officers,  that  {he  does  not  carry 
quite  three  hundred,  together  with  a  bill  of  lading  in 
the  fame  flrain  of  computation.  By  thefc  regifter 
fhips  there  is  fometimes  a  gain  of  two  or  three  hun- 
dred per  am.  which  enables  the  owners  to  pay  fb 
bountifully  for  cheating  the  king,  having  firfl:  got  the 
money  by  robbing  his  fubje6bs. 

Thefe  regifter-mips  go  to  Buenos  Ayres,  St.  Mar- 
tha, Porto  Cavallo,  and  other  places,  to  which  nei- 
ther the  galleons  nor  flota  come ;  yet,  generally  fpeak- 
ing,  they  return  with  thofe  fleets,  as  they  fometimes 
go  out  with  them,  and  fo  leave  them  in  a  certain  la- 
titude. The  Spanifh  grandees  often  intereft  them- 
felves  in  procuring  fuch  licences ;  and  fome  people  do 
not  flick  to  fay  that  they  find  their  account  in  it. 
The  profits  accruing  by  this  fort  of  commerce  making 
thofe  concerned  therein  extravagantly  rich  in  a  fhort 
fpace  of  time,  the  Englifh.and  Dutch  in  the  Welt 
Indies,  who  are  known  to  be  a  fort  of  people  quick 
in  their  tempers,  and  not  over  nice  in  point  of  man- 
ners, have  always  had  a  ftrong  defire  to  be  dealing; 
this  way  without  the  ceremony  of  a  licence ;  and  for 
many  years  they  fuccecded  to  their  wifh,  partly  by 
the  connivance  of  Spanifh  governors,  and  partly  by 
employing  force.  At  length  this  evil  grew  fo  flagrant, 
that  the  court  of  Spain  determined  to  put  an  end  to 
it  *,  and,  in  order  thereto,  fent  new  governors  into 
America,  with  very  prccife  orders  on  this  head,  de- 
claring at  the  fame  time,  that  they  fhould  be  carried 
fully  into  execution. 

Thefc  inftruftions  gave  rife  to  the  guarda  coftas,  or 
guard- fhjpsy  which  have  fince  made  fo  much  noife  in 

the 
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the  world,  and  of  which  it  is  necefTaiy  to  fpeak  more 
particularly.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  there  were  ori- 
ginally good  grounds  for  equipping  them ;  fince  the 
Englifh  in  fome  meafure,  and  the  Dutch  more  open* 
ly,  began  to  carry  on  an  illicit  trade  by  force.  The 
Dutch  veflels  were  fix>m  twenty  to  thirty-fix  guns^ 
and  therefore  valued  nothing  the  governor  of  Car- 
tfaagena  could  do,  to  prevent  their  trading  on  his 
coaA :  but  when  the  guard-fliips  were  ftationed  there, 
they  for  ibme  time  put  an  end  to  the  evil ;  for,  falling 
in  with  fome  of  thef^  interbpers,  they  funk  one,  and 
took  two,  the  cargoes  of  which  were  worth  upwards 
of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds.  Nay»  finding  on 
board  them  .fixteen  Spaniih  merchants,  who  on  a  fig- 
nal  given  were  come  off  to  trade,  they  hanged  them 
all  without  mercy.  So  far  all  was  right  *,  for,  without 
queftion,  thefe  fmugglers  not  only  prejudiced  the 
kbg  of  Spain,  but  eyca  the  fsur  traders  g£  their  own 
nations,  by  the  dandeftine  commerce  they  carried  on, 
as  the  reader  will  eafily  apprehend.  The  captains  of 
thefc  guard-fhips,  however,  foon  altered  their  con- 
duct, and  inftead  of  uking  contraband  traders,  in- 
felled  the  Engliih  commerce,  and  took  without  dif* 
tin6tion  all  they  were  able  to  mafter  %  at  firft  under 
very  frivolous  pretences,  and  at  laft  without  any  pre- 
tence at  all.  But  to  return  from  their  piratical  guarda-* 
coftas,  to  fpeak  of  their  finking  trade  j  it  will  appear 
that,  with  the  richeft  territories,  the  SpanUh  monarch 
is  one  of  the  pooreft,  as  well  as  proudeft  princes  in 
Chriftendom.    A  paradox  not  difficult  to  explain. 

There  is  nothing  more  common  than  to  hear  Spain 
compared  to  a  fieve,  which,  whatever  it  receives,  is 
never  the  fuller.  How  common  foever  the  compa* 
rifon  may  be,  moft  certainly  it  is  a  very  true  one  % 
but  the  means  by  which  all  this  immenle  wcalth»  or 
at  lead  the  far  greateft  part  of  it,  is  drawn  from  the 
Spaniards,  and  conveyed  to  other  nations,  and  in 
wnat  proportions,  is  neither  fo  well,  nor  fo  generally 
underlloM.  Tq  account  for  this  Qj^  be  our  pre* 
fent  talk. 
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If  after  the  difcovery  of  the  new  world,   as  the 
Spaniards  juftly  enough  called  it,  the  government  had 
encouraged  trade  or  nrnnufadlories,  there  is  great 
probability  that  the  fupreme  direction  of  the  afiairs  of 
Europe  would  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  ca- 
tholic kings.     For,  if  all  the  fubjefls  of  Spain,  with* 
out  reftraint,  had  traded  to  thefe  far  diftant  regions, 
this  mud  have  created  fuch  a  maritime  force,  as  no 
otlier  nation  could  have  withftood  :   or,  fuppofing  the 
trade  had  been  reftrained  as  it  is  at  prelcnt,  yet,  if 
manufadures  had  been  encouraged,   fo  as  that  the 
greateft  part  of  the  trade  of  the  Weft  Indies  had  been 
driven,  without  having  recourfe  to  foreigners,  fuch 
prodigious  fums  of  money  muft  have  refted  in  Spain, 
as  would  have  enabled  its  monarchs  to  have  given  law 
to  all  their  neighbours.    But,  by  negleding  thefe  ob* 
vious,  and  yet  certain  rules  for  eftablifhing  folid  and 
cxtenfive  at  leaft,  if  not  univerfal  dominion ;  her  kings 
had  recourfe  to  thofe .  refinements  in  policy,  which, 
however  excellent  they  may  feem  in  theory,  have 
never  yet  been  found  to  anfwer  in  praftice.     They 
were  for  fixing  their  commerce  by  conftraint,  and  for 
cftablifhing  power  by  the  fword :  the  firft,  experience 
has  (hewn  to  be  impradlicable ;  and  the  latter,  per« 
haps,  was  the  only  method  whereby  they  could  have 
mified  that  end  they  ufed  it  to  obtain. 

Yet  the  princes  that  took  thefe  fteps  were  not  either 
rafh  and  hafty,  or  voluptuous  and  profufe ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  were  efteemed  by  all  the  world  the  wifeft 
monarchs  of  their  refpe6tive  times,  and,  in  many 
things,  defenred  to  be  lb  efteemed.  They  erred,  not 
chrouRh  want  of  capacity,  or  want  of  application,  as 
their  luccefTors  did,  but  for  want  of  conudering  things 
in  a  right  light,  occafioncd  purely  by  their  fixing 
their  eyes  on  that  dazi^ing  meteor,  univerfal  empire : 
and,  however  wife,  however  penetrating  thefe  princes 
might  be,  they  certainly  overihot  themfelves  in  theif 
fchemes  concerning  the  Weftem  Indies.  Inftead  of 
looking  upon  it  as  an  cftate^  they  feemcd  to  think  it 

only 
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only  a  farm,  of  which  they  were  to  make  prefently 
the  moft  they  could. 

All  who  are  in  any  degree  acquainted  with  the  hiA 
tory  of  Europe,  know,  tiiat  for  a  long  courie  of  yean 
Spain  maintained  wars  in  ^'landers,  Germany,  Italy, 
And  fometimes  in  Ireland,  which  created  a  prodigious 
expence  of  treafure  and  of  troops ;  neither  of  wmch, 
from  the  death  of  Charles  V.  tney  were  in  any  con* 
dition  to  (pare.  As  families  were  reduced  by  the  ex- 
pence  of  fcrving  in  the  army,  they  were  inclined  to 
(eek  new  fortunes  in  the  Weft  Indies :  and  thus  num* 
bers  went  over  thither,  not  to  cultivate  the  country, 
or  to  improve  trade,  but  to  ftrip  and  plunder  thi^ 
who  were  there  before  them.  Other  great  families 
again  concurred  with  the  meafures  of  the  crown,  in 
hopes  of  viceroyalties,  and  other  valuable  offices  in 
its  conquefts :  but  if  ever  their  fchemes  were  bene* 
ficial  to  their  families,  which  may  admit  pf  doubt, 
certain  it  is  that  they  contributed  more  and  more  tq 
the  ruin  of  the  Spanifh  nation*  For,  though  his  ca» 
tholic  majefty  once  poflefled  Naples,  Sicily,  Sardinia, 
Milan,  with  other  territories  in  Italy,  befide  all  the 
Low  Countries,  and  fome  other  provinces  which  are 
now  loft ;  yet,  for  want  of  attending  to  commerce, 
and  by  having  no  fort  of  oeconomy,  dl  this  turned  to  ^ 
his  prejudice;  and  it  plainly  appeared  toward  the 
clofe  of  the  laft  century,  that  with  all  their  boafted 
fagacity  and  Brmnefs,  the  Spaniards  had  ruined  them- 
fclves  by  acquiring  too  great  power;  and  rendered 
themfelves  beggars  by  mifufing  their  immenle  riches, 
With  fwelling  titles  and  wide  dominions,  they  wert 
defpicably  weak,  and  fcarce  any  but  copper  nHHiey 
was  to  be  fecn  in  a  country,  which  received  above 
twenty  millions  annually  from  its  plantations. 

Before  this  topic  is  quitted,  we  muft  take  notice 
of  another  thing,  which  is  certainly  very  cxtraordi* 
nary.  This  wrong  turn  in  the  Spanifh  policy  had  a 
wonderful  efFeft ;  it  made  all  the  enemies  of  that  na-? 
tion  rich,  and  all  m  friends  poor,    Every  body  knows 
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that  the  United  Provinces  not  only  made  themfclvea 
free  and  independent,  but  rich  and  powerful  alfo,  by 
their  long  war  with  Spain,  Our  maritime  power  was 
owing  to  the  fame  caufe.  If  Philip  XL  had  not  dif- 
turbcd  Queen  Elizabeth,  our  fleet  might  have  been 
as  inconfiderable  at  the  clofe  of  her  reign  as  it  was  at 
the  beginning,  when  we  were  peftered  with  pirates 
even  in  the  narrow  feas.  Our  plantations  abroad  were 
in  a  great  meafure  owing  to  expeditions  againd  the 
Spaniards :  and  our  manufafturcs  at  home  were  the 
confequence  of  affording  refuge  to  the  king  of  Spain's 
Protcftant  fubjcfts. 

By  fo  long  a  feries  of  mifmanagement  the  Spaniards 
have  brought  their  aflairs  intofo  wretched  a  fituation^ 
that  they  neither  have,  nor  can  have  any  very  great 
benefit  from  their  vaft  dominions  in  America.  They 
are  faid  to  be  flewards  for  the  reft  of  Europe  •,  their 
galleons  bring  filver  into  Spain,  but  neither  wifdoni 
nor  power  can  keep  it  there  :  it  runs  out  fafter  thaa 
it  comes  in,  infomuch  that  the  little  canton  of  Bern 
is  really  richer,  and  has  more  credit,  than  the  king 
of  Spain,  notwithflanding  his  Indies.  At  firft  fight 
this  ieems  to  be  ftrange  and  incredible ;  but  when  we 
come  to  examine  it,  the  myftery  is  by  no  means  im- 
penetrable. The  filver  and  rich  comm.odities  which 
come  from  the  Indies,  come  not  for  nothing,  (the 
king*s  duties  excepted)  and  very  little  of  the  goods  or 
manufafbures  for  which  they  come,  belong  to  tho 
fubjeds  of  the  crown  of  Spain.  It  is  evident,  there- 
fore, that  the  Spanifli  merchants  are  but  faftora. 
and  that  the  greateft  part  of  the  returns  from  tha 
Weft  Indies,  belong  to  thofe  for  whom  they  nego- 
tiate. 

The  very  probity  of  the  Spanifh  merchants  is  de- 
ftruftive  to  their  country;  for,  as  they  are  never 
known  to  betray  their  truft,  confequently  the  foreign- 
ers who  make  ufe  of  their  names  to  cover  their  com- 
merce in  the  Indies,  reap  the  intire  advantage  of  the 
high  price  at  which  their  goods  fell.  All  then  that 
relts  in  Spain  is  the  filver .  and  gold  on  the  king's  ac- 
•Vot;  I.  K  Jc  count. 


498    REMARKS  ON  tHE  TRADE     ^ 

count,  the  profit  upon  fuch  goods  as  were  aftuallf 
fent  by  Spanifh  merchants,  and  the  commiflTions 
which  Spanifli  factors  receive  :  all  bcfide  is  prefcntly 
drawn  away. 

A  great  part  of  their  troops,  and  at  leaft  a  moiety 
of  their  officers,  are  foreigners  -,  who  fend  their  efFefts* 
away,  if  ever  they  are  fo  happy  as  to  have  any.    The 
grcateft  part  of  the  artizans,  pedlars,  and  fmall  Ak^ 
keepers,  are  Frenchmen  or  Italians ;  who  either  retire 
in  the  decline  of  life,  or  leave  what  they  arc  worth  to 
relations  in  their,  own  country.     Nay,  the  very  la- 
bourers and  harveft-people  come  thither  annually  by 
thoufands  out  of  the  provinces  of  France  next  to 
Spain ;  and  when  they  have  done  their  buQneis,  and 
received  their  wages,  go  home  again  till  the  next 
year.     Whenever  the  galleons  are  Itopr,  and  thereby 
the  fupplies  from  America  cut  off  for  one  or  more 
years,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  what  troubles  and  diftrefles 
this  mud  occafion,  and  what  irremediable  evils  fuch 
difappointments  bring  along  with  them  :  for,  as  thefc 
never  fall  out  but  in  time  of  war,  an  increafe  of  ex- 
pence  meets  with  a  deficiency  of  funds,  and  thofe  who 
are  at  the  head  of  affairs  have  at  once  both  thelf  op- 
pofite  mifchiefs  to  deal  with. 

The  methods  taken  by  his  moft  catholic  majefty 
for  effeftually  fecuring  the  commerce  of  his  American 
dominions  to  the  inhabitants  of  Old  Spain,  is  the 
grand  fource  of  the  little  refpedt  paid  him  in  the 
Indies,  and  of  the  great  weaknefs  of  his  government 
at  home.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Spanifh  America 
conticlcr  gold  and  filver  as  commodities  which  they 
luvc,  and  would  willingly  barter  for  other  commo- 
dities which  they  have  not.  '  It  feems  therefore  to 
thefe  people  a  great  hardfliip,  that  either  proper  care 
is  not  taken  to  furnifl)  them  with  what  they  want  from 
S[)ain,  or  that  they  fliould  not  be  allowed  to  fupply 
tliemfelves  fome  otlier  way.  The  native  Spaniards, 
who  have  the  government  of  the  Indies  intirely  in 
nhf^ir  hands,  treat  fuch  complaints  with  the  haughti* 
ii:ls  naturtil  to  that  nation,  which  renders  them  uni* 

ver&lly 
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verfally  odious  and  infirpportable.  Sir  John  Nar<* 
borough  tells  us,  the  foldiers  in  garrifon  at  Baldivia 
had  filver  hiked  fwords,  and  their  officefs  gold  ones ; 
and  yet  there  was  not  a  whole  coat,  or  a  good  pair  of 
fhoes  amongft  the  corps. 

When  people  are  in  fuch  a  (ituation,  there  need  be  no 
wonder  at  their  endeavouring  to  carry  on  a.clandeftinc 
trade;    as>  on  the  other  hand,  one  cannot  think  it 
ftrange  that  their  neighbours,  who  live  under  better 
governments,  who  have  at  cheap  rates  all  that  thefe 
Spaniards  want,  and  yet  (land  in  need  of  the  filver 
and  gold  with  which  they  abound ;  (hould  be  very 
willing  to  commence  fuch  an  intercourfe  as  might 
fiipply  all  their  wants.     Sometimes  governors  have 
winked  at  this,  not  from  a  principle  of  avarice  on- 
ly,   that  they  might  fhare'  in  the  profits   refulting 
from  fuch  a  trade,  but  alio  from  a  fenfc  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  difpenling  with  laws  fo  ill  calculated  as  to 
dcferve  no  rcfpeft.     For,  to  be  fure,  that  rule  of  juf- 
tice,  which  gonneAs  the  Spanifh  plantations  to  Spain, 
Fequires  that  the  government  of  Spain  fhould  have  a 
reciprocal  regard  for  thofe  plantations ;  and  a  negled 
on  one  part  infers  a  licence  on  the  other.     Upon  this 
principle  it  was,  that  before  the  treaty  of  Utrecht, 
and  the  Affiento  contradl,  the  Engliih  at  Jamaica 
.  furniftied  the  Spaniards  at  Porto  Bello  with  negroes, 
with  the  knowledge  at  lead,  if  not  by  the  permiffion 
of  the  governors.     The  inhabitants  of  Peru  never 
Gould  be  without  flaves.     The  government  of  Old 
Spain  never  could,  indeed  never  attempted  to  fupply 
them,  but  permitted  fometimes  the  Genoefe,  fome- 
times   the  French,    to  carry  on  this  trade :    when 
they  did  not  do  it  efFeftually,  the  deficiency  was  made 
good   by  fuch  a  commerce  as  is  before  mentioned 
with  the  Englifh,  though  without  any  formal  licence, 
but  by  a  connivance,  the  lefs  criminal  for  its  being 
acbfolutely  neceffary. 

The  fituation  of  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  together 
with  the  conveniencics  of  building  and  freighting: 
(loops  from  thence,  engaged  the  inhabitants  in  this, 
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and  in  other  branches  a£  traffic.  Such  as  fettle  tbenh 
felves  in  thefe  diftant  parts  of  the  world,  do  it  gene- 
rally from  a  fpirit  of  gain,  and  therefore  the  grand 
point  with  them  is  always  how  to  get  ino(L  They 
therefore  for  a  long  track  of  time,  and  by  various 
methiods,  not  necefl^ry  to  be  infilled  on  here,  fupplied 
the  Spaniards  at  Carthagtna,  Porto  Belio,  Rio  de  la 
Hacha,  and  other  places,  with  European  commodi- 
ties of  all  forts  'y  notwithftanding  the  mighty  hazard 
they  ran  in  tlie  management  of  fo  dangerous  a  bufi* 
nefs :  their  own  lives,  and  thofe  of  their  cuftomers, 
being  alike  expofed,  and  firequently  forfeited  to  what 
the  Spaniards  call  juftice.  They  likewife  carried  oil 
a  trade  with  the  Indians  of  Darien,  to  their  great  pro-: 
JBt,  but  with  equal  rifk,  for  the  Spaniards  were  wont 
to  ihew  no  mercy  either  to  Englifh  or  Indians  that 
fell  into  their  hands. 

It  feems,  however,  to  be  our  intereft  to  put  an  end 
to  this  contraband  trade,  if  thereby  we  could  fecure 
eSedually  the  friendihip  of  Spain,  and  a  due  return 
of  kindnefs  in  what  regards  the  trade  of  Cadiz,  and 
of  the  South  Sea  company.  There  is  a  certain  pro- 
jportion  of  our  goods  and  manufadhires  neceflary  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Spaniih  America,  and  which 
they  will  have  fome  way  or  other.  Now  it  is  certainly 
preferable  in  refpeft  to  us,  that  they  (hould  have  them 
in  a  fair,  than  in  a  clandeftlne  manner ;  yet  we  ought 
not  to  be  more  tied  up  in  this  refped  than  the  Dutch, 
who  have  as  flouriOiing  a  fair  trade  with  Spain  as  we, 
and  yet  are  much  the  greater  fmugglers  of  the  two : 
which  leads  ps  to  fpeak  of  their  manner  of  carrying  on 
this  trade,  which  turns  fo  largely  to  their  profit. 

The  Hollanders,  in  16.32,  difpoflcffed  the  Spa- 
niards of  three  little  ifiands  off  the  coaft  of  Venezuela, 
viz.  Curasao,  Bonnaire,  and  Aruba.  All  together 
they  are  of  very  little  confequence  in  refpeft  either  to 
their  extent  or  their  produft,  and  yet  the  Dutch  draw 
from  them  an  immenle  profit.  Curasao  is  not  above 
feven  leagues  diftant  from  the  Spaniih  coaft  :  a  more' 
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convenielic  fiation  cannot  be  wifhed  for  carrying  on  a 
clandcftinc  trade.  It  was  firft  introduced  by  the  fate 
of  negroes  brought  thither  by  the  Dutch  from  their 
numerous  fectlements  on  the  coaft  of  Guinea.  Thefe 
the  Spaniards  formerly  bought  in  a  manner  openly,  and 
have  tranfported  in  their  own  veflels  fifteen  hundred 
At  a  time ;  but  (ince  the  Engliih  from  Jamaica  have 
interfered  in  this  trade,  it  is  funk  very  confiderabiy  ; 
(hough  they  ftill  fupply  the  neighbouring  provinces. 

The  dealers  at  Curasao,  and  their  correfpondents 
in  Holland,  were  too  knowing,  too  converfant  in  bu- 
fmefs,  to  let  the  declenfion  of  the  Qave-trade  rob  them 
of  the  benefit  of  this  ifland.     In  order  to  replace  what 
was  loft  by  the  Engliih  interfering  with  them,  they 
built  vaft  magazines,  and  ftored  them  with  all  forts 
of  European  goods,  which  had  a  very  good  effect. 
In  the  firft  place,  it  preferved  to  them  the  remainder 
of  their  (lave-trade ;  for  the  Spaniards  knowing  that 
this  of  all  others  was  moft  winked  at  by  their  gover- 
nors, refolvcd  to  keep  up  a  pretxmce  of  buying  flaves, 
in  order  to  have  an  opportunity  of  purchafing  other 
things.     Secondly,  it  tempted  the  Spaniards  to  run 
all  hazards,  that  they  might,  at  a  reafonable  price, 
obtain  any  fort  of  European  merchandize  they  wanted; 
and  that  too  whenever  they  pleafed.     It  is  incredible 
what  vaft  fums  have  been  annually  traded  for  in  this 
way.     Befide,  the  inhabitants  of  Curasao,  to  keep  up 
a  good  corrclpondence  with  their  neighbours,   and^ 
as  far  as  poflible,  to  fix  their  afieftions,  refufed  to 
fufFer  any  privateers  to  enter  their  ports,  nor  would 
upon  any  terms  purchafe  their  plunder  •,  which  at  the 
fame  time  was  publickly  fold  in  Jamaica,  where  the 
privateers  ufually  fpent  their  money.     This  fpirit  of 
felf-denial,  however,  did  not  hinder  the  traders  of 
Curasao  from  directing  the  privateers  to  put  into  the 
ifland  of  St.  Thomas,    whither  they  inftantly  fent 
floops  with  money,  and  agents  on  board  them  to  pur- 
chale  what  the  privateers  had  to  fell,  taking  care  to 
lend  the  effedts  as  focm  as  poffible  to  Europe,  that  the 
5  Spaniards 
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Spaniards  might  have  no  intelligence  of  this  contri- 
vance*  ' 

In  proccfsoftime,  however,  fome  merchants  devifcd 
another  way  of  carrying  on  the  fame  kind  of  commerce^ 
by  fhips  fent  dire&ly  from  Europe  to  the  SpaniOi 
coafts.  Thefe  veflcls  were  of  fuch  force,  that  thofe 
on  board  them  flood  in  no  fear  of  any  precautions 
the  governors  could  take ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
as  their  cargoes  pafied  immediately  from  their  original 
owners  to  the  Spaniards,  they  could  be  afforded  con- 
fiderably  cheaper  than  fuch  as  were  configned  to 
fafbors  in  America.  The  method  of  trading  was  by  a 
(ignal  from  the  ftiips,  or  from  the  (hore.  The  long- 
boat was  then  fent  off*  well  manned,  brought  the  rher- 
chants  on  board  with  their  money,  and  carried  them 
back  with  their  goods.  Thofe  on  board  them  chufe 
rather  to  fink  than  be  taken;  a  very  extraordinary 
kind  of  courage ;  for  which,  however,  it  is  not  im- 
pofTible  to  account ;  and  it  may  be  ufeful,  as  well  as 
pleafant,  to  enter  into  the  particular;;  thereof. 

At  the  time  oneof  thefe  (hips  is  fitting  out,  notice 
is  given  to  all  failors,  that  they  may  have  an  opportu- 
nity of  entering,  which  they  do  with  great  alacrity, 
there  being,  generally  fpcaking,  twice  as  many  who 
offer  thcmiclves  as  can  be  made  ufe  of.  When  the 
proprietors  have  their  complement  of  picked  feamen, 
they  not  only  allow  every  man  his  proper  cargo,  to  a 
certain  value,  but  alfo  furniih  it  thcmfclves  on  credit 
at  prime  cofh  By  this  means  every  private  man  on 
board  becomes  a  proprietor;  and,  if  the  (hip  is  at- 
tacked, fights  for  his  own  property  :  which  is  the 
reafon  that  he  will  drown  rather  than  part  with  it,  and 
is  one  caufc  why.  guarda-coftas  are  not  over  fond  of 
meeting  with  thclc  veflTels,  but  choofe  rather  to  prey 
on  fair  traders,  who  have  fewer  men;  and  are  ot  le& 

force. 

The  little  ifland  of  St.  Thomas,  which  lies  in  the 
North  feas,  about  fourteen  leagues  off  Porto  Rico,  is 
the  fble  colony  poffeffed  by  the  Panes  in  the  Weft 

Indies^ 


Between  SPAIN  afid  the  WEST  INDIES.  50J 

indies ;  nor  would  it  be  worth  the  keeping,  but  iis  it 
alio  ferves  to  niaintain  an  illicit  trade. with  the  Spa^ 
ni(h  iflands  in  its  neighbourhood.  In  order  to  main* 
tain  this  correfpondcnce,  they  tranfport  from  the 
Danifli  colonies  in  Africa  a  confiderable  number  of 
flaves  for  the  fupply  of  Porto  Rico,  and  of  St.  Do- 
mingo. Under  colour  of  this  trade,  a  commerce  in 
European  goods  is  carried  on ;  and  we  may  eafily 
diicern  how  hard  the  Spaniards  are  put  to  it  for  tlie 
neceflaries,  or  at  leaft  the  conveniencies  of  life,  when 
we  find  them  trading  to  a  place  which  is  a  free  pore 
to  privateers  and  pirates  of  alienations;  who  them 
vend  openly,  and  in  the  very  fight  of  the  Spaniards9 
what  is  taken  from  them  in  the  bafeft  and  mod  bar« 
barous  manner  pofTible :  and  yet  fo  tame  are  they» 
that  they  not  only  bear  this  with  patience,  but  will 
even  purchafe  commodities  from  thefe  very  bucca- 
neers. Of  late  years  other  nations  have  made  an  ad- 
vantage of  this  free  port,  and  keep  warehoufes  there 
of  aH  forts  of  commodities,  for  the  fervicc.  of  fuch 
cullomers  as  will  run  the  hazard  of  coming  at  them ; 
and  in  time  of  war  the  privateers  never  want  a  market 
in  this  place. 

The  Portugueze  at  Rio  Janeiro  maintain  alio  a  very 
beneficial  correfpondence  with  their  SpaniQi  neigh- 
bours. The  goods  with  which  they  fupply  them,  arc 
fugars,  indigo,  tobacco,  wines,  brandies,  and  rums, 
with  fome  European  goods,  and  fometimes  flaves. 
The  inhabitants  of  this  colony  are  far  more  indultrious 
than  the  reft  of  the  Brazil  planters ;  and  this  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  gaining  confiderably  by  the 
inhabitants  of  Buenos  Ayres,  and  other  places  on 
the  river  Plata.  Of  late  years  the  Spaniards  arc 
grown  excelTively  jealous  of  this  colony. 

Befide  thefe  metliods  of  trading,  which  we  have 
hitherto  fpoken  of,  there  is  another  common  to  all 
nations ;  with  the  mention  of  which  we  Ihall  con- 
clude. Ships  frequently  approach  the  Spanifh  coafts 
under  pretence  of  wanting  water,  wood,  provifi^ns, 

or 
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or  more  commonly ,  in  ordar  to  ftop  a  kaki  The 
firft  thing  that  is  done  in  fuch  a  cafe,  is  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  governor  of  their  great  diftreis,  and,  as  a 
full  proof  thereof,  to  iend  a  very  confiderabic  pre- 
fent.  By  this  mfcans  leave  is  obtained  to  cqrne  on 
fliore,  to  creSt  a  warehoufe,  and  to  unlade  the  fhip  : 
but  then  all  this  is  performed  under  the  eye  of  the 
king^s  officers^  and  the  goods  are  regularly  entered  in 
a  regifter  as  they  are  brought  into  the  warehoi^, 
which  when  full,  is  fhut  up,  and  tlie  doors  fealed^ 
All  thefe  precautions  taken^  the  bufmefs  is  eflGe&ualiy 
carried  on  in  the  night  by  a  back-door ;  and  the  Eu- 
ropean  goods  being  taken  out,  indigo,  cochineal, 
vinellos,  tobacco,  and  above  all,  jbars  of  Giver  and 
pieces  of  eight  are  very  exadly  packed  in  the  fame 
cafes,  and  placed  as  they  flood  before.  But  then^ 
that  fuch  as  have  bought  may  be  able  to  fell  publick* 
ly,  a  new  fcheme  takes  place.  A  petition  is  prefcnted 
to  the  governor,  fetting  ibrth  the  ftrangers  want  of 
money  to  pay  for  provifions,  building  the  warehoufe^ 
timber  for  repairing  the  Ihip,  and  a  proportionable 
number  of  fuch  like  items*,  in  confideration  of  all 
which,  leave  is  defircd  to  di^fe  of  Tome  fmall  part 
of  their  cargo,  in  order  to  difcharge  thefe  debts. 
This  being  obtained  in  the  ufual  manner,  fomething 
of  each  fort  of  goods  which  bad  been  privately  fold, 
is  now  publickly  brought  to  market,  and  purcbafed 
by  thole  perfons  refpeftively,  who  had  larger  quanti- 
ties in  their  warehoufes  before.  Thus  the  whole  of 
this  fcene  of  iniquity  is  tranfafted  with  all  the  formal 
folcmnity  which  could  attend  an  aft  of  juftice  and 
companion. 
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1>ARTICULAR8 

RELATING    TO 

The  Inhabitants  of  Patagonia; 

THE  late  voyages  to  the  South  Seas  having  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  the  public,  we  have 
inferted  the  following  particulars  from  a  p:  mphlet 
faid  to  be  wrote  by  an  officer  oh  board  the  Dolphin. 
The  principal  obiedl  worthy  of  general  notice  in  this 
voyage,  as  piiblimed,  is  a  confirmation  of  the  account 
formerly  given  by  Magellan,  of  a  gigantic  people 
inhabiting  the  coaft  of  Patagonia :  but  with  regard  to 
its  authenticity,  time  muft  determine. 

Palling  over  what  the  writer  gives  of  the  other  parts 
of  his  voyage,  which  contain  nothing  ne  wor  enter- 
taining, we  fhall  obferve,  that  according  to  his 
account,  when  they  left  Rio  de  Janeiro,  and  the 
coaft  of  Brafil,  on  the  20th  of  Oftober,  1764, 
bound,  as  they  thought,  for  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
a  (ignal  was  made  for  the  commander  of  the  Tamer 
frigate  to  come  on  board,  where  he  and  the  fhip^s 
company  were  informed,  that  the  commodore's  or- 
ders were  to  go  on  difcoveries  into  the  South  Sea : 
a  circumftance  which,  from  the  manner  in  which  it 
was  received,  furnilhcs  the  greateft  reafon  to  believe, 
that  no  one  on  board  had  before  the  leaft  notion  of 
the  voyage  in  which  they  were  now  engaged.  But 
to  prevent  the  appearance  of  difcontent,  they  were 
at  the  fame  time  acquainted  with  the  intendon  of  the 
government  to  allow  them  double  pay,  for  their  en- 
couragement in  the  profccution  of  the  voyage. 

Vol.  !•  L 1  Nothing 
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Nothing  worthy  of  cbfervation  happened  till  the 
27ih  of  JNovcmbtT,  when  after  many  hard  gales  of 
Wind  they  made  Cape  Blanco,  near  the  river  Caemaro- 
ries,  in  the  latitude  of  46"  50'  fouth,    and  in  the 
longitude  of  72*^  7'  wejR:  from  London.     After  a  few 
days  fail  tliey  made  Pengwin  ifland,  aboiit  three  or 
four  leagues  to  the  fouthward  of  the  harbour  of  Port 
Defire,  which  lies  in  the  latitude  of  47^  r.,o^  fouth. 
At  this  place  they  had  very  indiflfcrent  weather,,  at- 
tended with  frequent   (bowers  of  rain,   and  liicre- 
fbrc  fent  their  boats  to  found  the  harbour,  which  re- 
turntd  the  fame  evening.    The  next  day  they  weighed 
in  order  to  enter  it ;    but  found  it  very  rocky  sit  its 
entrance,  and  not  above  a  quarter  of  a  nolle  Over 
from  fide  to  fide.     Here  they  met  with  fuch  a  fudden 
and  vioient  ftorm,  that  both  thofe  in  the  boats  and 
thofc  on  board  h:?d  no  reafon  to  cxpeft  ever  getting 
off,  as  bo  h  the  wind  and  tide  were  againfl:  them; 
'  but  that  tliey  Ihould  be  obliaed  to  live,  or  perhaps 
to  perilli  en  this  defart  coaft:  of  Patagonia,  icveral 
hundred  ic::gi.cs  to  the  fouthward  of* any  European 
■  fettlement :   but  at  length,  their  twelve-oared  barge 
pruv!dt!.tic:riy    drove   into   the  harbour,    by    which 
means  tlu^  lliip  was  p refer ved ;    for  without  this  af- 
fiftancc'  ihc  mufi:  have  perifhed,  they  having  ho  boat 
to  carry  r/Jt  ;:n  anchor. 

During  their  flay  here,  fome  of  the  men  were  em- 
ployed :n  repairing  the  fhip's  rigging,  while  others 
%vcnr  ail:i:>rt-  in  fearch  of  frefti  water,  though  without 
fuccris,  .IS  t':cre  was  but  little  to  be  found. 

Th',:-  ;:i;:bwur  iti'clf  is  not  much  more  than  ha!f  a 
mile  over.  On  the  fouth  Ihore  is  a  remarkable  rock 
m  ihe  ioi'in  of  a  tower,  v/hich  appears  on  entering 
the  harbour's  moiirh.  Abreaftof  this  rock  ihty  lay 
at  ar.c/.or,  in  fcvcn  or  eight  fathoms  water,  moored 
tj  the  er.lV  aid  well.  With  both  bowers,  which  was 
■found  txurriir.lv  neLtflaiv,  on  account  of  the  ftron^ 
ticic  :i  ;k  rcf.':i:hiriy  el  bs  'jaA  Pows  every  twelve  hours. 
1:  is  alio  JKCcliarv  to  ol!crvc,  diut  the  Ground  was 

far 


tfie  PATAGONlANS.  507 

far  from  affording  good  anchorage ;  for  as  it  princi- 
pally confirts  of  iighl  fand,  it  is  n^jt  to  be  depended 
upon ;  and  if  one  anchor  fliould  liarc,  while  the  tide 
is  ruQiing  in,  the  ihip  would  immediately  take  the 
ihore,  before  the  pther  anchors  could  poffibly  bring 
her  up.  However,  it  may  be  fairly  conjcftured, 
that  there  is  firmer  anchorage  farther  up  the  harbour, 
Specially  for  a  fliip  that  requires  only  a  fmall  draught 
of  water. 

He  obferves  that  the  country  all  around  is  inter- 
fperfed  with  high  craggy  rocks,  but  between  each 
precipice  the  ground  is  covered  with  coarfc  grafs. 
The  vallies  form  a  barren  comfortlefs  profpedt,  in 
which  there  W33  nothing  to  entertain  the  fight,  but 
great  numbers  of  wild  bealb  and  birds,  and  many 
large  heaps  of  bones  that  He  flattered  about,  eipeci- 
ally  .by  the  fide  of  every  ftreani  of  water.  But  they 
faw  not  the  Icaft  fign  ot  the  human  fpecies. 

Though  they  found  t\Yo  or  three  fprincrs  on  the 
fliorc  near  the  harbour,  their  mineral  qualities  unfor- 
tunately prevented  their  being  of  any  ufc  in  fupnly- 
ing  the  fliip  with  water  ;  and  they  could  not  even  rind 
a  quantity  fufficienc  for  prefent  ule. 

On  the  fouth  fliore  the  rocks  are  not  fo  numerous 
as  on  the  north  fide  •,  and  there  are  more  hills  and  deep 
vallies,  but  they  are  covered  only  by  high  graCs,  and 
a  few  fmall  (hrubs.  Hence  this  is  but  a  baJ  place  to 
touch  at,  by  any  fliip  that  is  under  the  nrcelfiry  of 
wooding  and  watering.  The  commodore,  in  order 
to  clear  the  ground  of  the  overgrown  grafs,  which 
grew  in  great  quantites,  and  alio  to  improve  the  foil, 
which  appeared  to  be  of  a  barren  fandy  nature,  gave 
orders  for  the  grafs  to  be  fet  on  fire  In  diiTerenc 
places  i  which  was  no  fooner  done,  than  the  fi^nnts 
ran  (o  faft,  that  m  lef?  than  half  an  hour  ih-v  ibrcad 
feveral  miles  round.  Before  their  departure  ihey  icnk 
two  cafks,  one  of  them  en  the  north  fliDre  from  the 
place  of  anchorage,  Orbreall"  of  the  rock,  which  is 
in  the  form  of  a  tcv/cr.     'I'irj  other  cadi  was  llink  on 
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fouth  (horc,  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  fouth  (buth* 
Y/eii  pf^  the  Tower- rock,  and  near- a  grntle  declivity, 
on  whiph  they  ercdted  a  poft  twelve  feet  high  fmm 
die  ground,  with  a  piece  of  board  nailed  acrofs  it  bf 
v^ay  of  mark. 

At  length,  having  equipped  the  flxlp  for  fea,  and 
received  proper  ballad  from  the  (bore,  the  lignal  was 
made  for  lailing.  The  crew  were  greatly  rcfrcfhed 
by  the  provifion  they  had  met  with  here,  they  having 
the  fiefh  of  the  guanacocs,  or  Peruvian  (beep,  fervcd 
three  times  a  week,  which  they  found  to  be  delicfdiis 
food,  and  this  doubtlefs  contributed  greatly  to  theil- 
continuing  in  a  good  fiate  of  health,  as  did  all  oh 
board  their  confort  the  Tamer.  ; 

They  left  Port  Defirc  on  the  4th  of  December, 
and  direfted  their  courfe  to  the  fouthwafd  of  Pepy*s 
Idand,  laid  down  in  our  charts  in  the  latitude  ijf  4SP 
fouth,  and  in  the  longitude  of  64^  degrees  bearing 
caft  by  fouth  of  Cape  Blanco.  But  after  many  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts  to  difcover  this  ifland,  in  oraer  to 
procure  a  frefh  fupply  of  wood  and  water,  they  had 
the  mortification  to  find  that  all  endeavours  were  in- 
effectual ;  they  were  therefore  obliged  to  defift  from 
the  fearch,  firmly  perfuadcd  of  the  impradicability 
of  finding  any  fuch  place. 

.  Cn  the  20th,  at  four  in  the  afternoon,  they  faw 
the  extremity  of  the  land  of  Cape  Fairwcather,  ex- 
tending from  fouth  to  weft  •,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
leagues,  when  founding,  they  found  25  fathoms  wa- 
ter, vvith  foft  ground,  and  the  latitude  of  the  Cape 
to  be  in  51^  30^  Indeed  they  never  fteered  above 
five  or  fix  miles  from  the  fhore;  and  in  pafling  be- 
tween the  laft  mentioned  cape  and  Cape  Blanco,  had 
no  foundings  with  25  fathoms  of  line.  The  coaft 
here  iippears  in  white  cliffs,  with  level  bluff  land, 
not  unlike  that  about  Dover  and  the  fouth  ForclandS. 

Ihc  next  day  they  faw  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  from 
which  they  were  five  leagues  diftant,  and  alfo  the 
Und  named  Terra  del  Fucgo.     At  three  o'clock  the 
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next  morning  they  weighed,  and  making  fail,  at  fix 
the  cxtreams  of  Terra  del  Fuego  appeared,  extend- 
ing from  the  fouth-eaft  by  fouth,  to  the  fouth  weft 
by  fouth,  at  four  or  five  leagues  dillance.  At  eight 
they  difcovered  a  good  deal  of  fmoke  iflliing  from 
diflTerent  quarters,  and,  on  a  nearer  approach,  could 
plainly  perceive  a  number  of  people  on  horfeback. 
At  ten  they  anchored  in  14  fathoms  on  the  north 
iboret  and  &w  Cape  Virgin  Mary,  which  appeared  oyer 
the  low  neck  of  land  to  the  eall  north- eaft,  and  Point 
PoflcIIIon  to  the  weft  by  fouth.  Being  about  a  mile 
from  the  land,  ihey  no  fooner  came  to  an  anchpr, 
than  the  people  on  fhore  hollowed  to  them,  anci 
moved  their  hands ;  on  which  they  immediately  hoift- 
ed  out  their  boats,  manned  and  arnitrd. 

On  approaching  the  coaft,  evident  figns  of  fear 
appeared  among  thofe  in  the  boat,  on  feeing  men 
of  fuch  enormous  fize ;  while  fome,  perhaps  to  en- 
courage the  reft,  obferved,  that  thofe  giganric  peo- 
ple were  as  much  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  their  muf- 
kets.  This,  however,  ferved  to  remind  thtrm,  that 
firearms  gave  them  an  advantage  much  fuperior  to 
that  derived  from  ftatuje  and  perfonal  ftrength. 
When  they  had  rowed  within  20  yards  of  the  fliore, 
they  lay  on  their  oars,  and  obferved  that  great  num- 
bers of  them  furrounded  the  beach,  and  by  their 
countenances  fecmed  eagerly  defirous  of  having  them 
land.  After  the  mort  amicable  figns  which  thcfc 
people  were  capable  of  underftanding,  or  the  boat*s 
crews  of  giving,  a  fignal  was  mad-!  to  them  to  retire 
backward  ;  and  then  the  commodore  and  chief  ofH- 
cers  enterecl  upon  a  fhort  confultation  on  the  pro- 
priety of  landing.  The  firft  officer,  fired  with  the 
thoughts  of  making  a  full  difcovery  in  regard  to  thcfe 
Indians,  who  had  been  fo  much  the  fubjeft  of  con- 
verlarion  among  the  Englifh,  made  a  morion  to  ap- 
proach nearer  and  jump  on  fliore ;  but  the  commo- 
dore objefted  to  it,  and  would  not  fafFer  any  man  to 
go  before  himfelf. 
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As  Toon  ?s  the  Indians  hid  retreated  from  the  beach, 
which  ih//y  lad  fiirroundcd  io  luch  a  manner,  as  to 
prevQiit  any  pciTon's  landing,  the  commodore,  with 
gre.u  intrenidity,  leaped  on  (here,  followed  by  his 
officers  r^nd  n^cn,  whom  he  drew  up  in  a  pofturc  of 
defence.  Immediately  on  landing  the  inhabitants 
came  about  them,  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  or 
more,  looking  vviih  evident  marks  of  furprize,  and 
fiFiilinp:,  as  it  fiiould  fecm,  at  the  great  difproportioa 
.  of  their  ftarure. 

After  many  amxabb  figns,  which  appeared  equal- 
ly ngreeable  to  both  p;;rties,  the  commodore,  who 
had  tiikcn  with  him'^on  ihorc  a  f2;rcat  number  of  trin- 
kets,  fuch  as  firings  of  beads,  ribbons,  and  the  Hke, 
diOvTibured  them  v/ith  great  freedom,  as  far  as  they 
Vvciir.  The  method  he  made  ufe  of  to  facilitate  the 
diuiibution  of  them,  was  by  making  the  Indians  fit 
d'iwn  on  the  ground,  that  he  might  put  the  firings 
of  iKMds,  il'c.  round  th'jir  uecks  •,  and  iuch  was  their 
extraordinary  fize,  thiit  in  this  fituation  they  were 
aJmoll  as  hiyji  as  the  ccmmoJore  when  (landing. 

Thty  were  fo  delighted  with  tiie  diilerent  trinkets, 
which  liunp;  round  their  necks,  ;:nd  f;;^il  ciown  before 
on  their  bolcms  that  the  coirimodorc  could  fcarcely 
rjllrain  tlicm  from  careHlng  Iiim,  particularly  the 
\VomLn;  whofc;  large  and  maicuiine  features  corre- 
ft^op.JcJ  v/iiii  the  enormous  fize  of  their  bodies. 
Tiieii*  middle  ildture  leemed  to  be  above  eight  feet  j 
their  extream  nine  and  upv/ard.  Their  cloathing 
"fi^inibrcl  cf  the  f^ins  of  giianacoes,  or  Peruvian  fheep, 
\v!i;(  U'i'e.K'r.cd  fiom  their  fnoLilders  down  to  their 
knt'cs-,  and  tluir  hair  was  lung  and  black,  hanging 
down  behind.  The  fxes  cf  the  women  were  painted 
r.ioil  c::trav.:p"::niy,  and  their  ilaturc  equally  furprif- 
ii'-G;  vviih  that  of  tiie  n:en.  'i'heir  infants  in  the  mo- 
ther's  a^ms,  coniidcrin^  their  age,  bore  the  fame  pro- 
i^orcion  on  their  fcanires,  So'iie  of  their  women  had 
collars  on  their  n^^ck^-,  and  bra^.d':rs  on  their  arnis-, 
but  :ro:Ti  v.hence  ihc:\  covud  i'ivlvHc  tiiem  was  a  fub- 
7  '  ^  jefl 
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jcA .  of  wonder^  as  from  their  great  amazement  at 
firft  figlix,  it  was  conjeftured,  that  they  had  never. 
beheld  any  civilized  beings  before.  It  may,  how- 
ever^ be  concluded  from  the  accounts  of  Sir  John 
Narborough,  and  others,  who  have  taken  notice  of 
thefe  Indians,  that  they  doubtlefs  change  their  fitua^ 
tion  with  the  fun,  fpending  the  fummer  here,  and  in 
winter  removing  farther  to  the  north,  in  order  to  en- 
joy the  benefit  of  a  milder  climate.  Hence  Sir  John 
and  others  have  related,  that  they  faw  men  of  an  un- 
common fize,.  at  lead  eight  or  ten  degrees  more  to 
the  northward ;  whence  it  may  reafonably  be  conjec- 
tured, that  during  one  part  of  the  year,  they  may 
have  fome  intercourfe  with  the  Indians,  who  border 
oa  fome  of  the  Spanifh  fettlements,  and  that  fron:> 
them  they  might  have  purchafed  thefe  ornaments. 

Their  language  appeared  to  be  nothing  more  than 
a  coofufcd  jargon,  without  any  mixture  of  the  Spft- 
ni(h  or  Portugucfe,  the  only  European  tongues  of 
which  it  was  polfible  for  them  to  obtain  any  know- 
lege ;  and  with  which  it  is  probable  it  would  have 
been  mixed,  had  they  any  immediate  intercourfe  with 
the  Spaniards  or  Portuguefe  of  South  America. 
Thefe  people  frequently  looked  toward  the  fun  with 
an  air  of  •  adoration,  and  made  motions  with  their 
fingers,  to  communicate  their  minds.  They  appeared 
to  be  of  a  friendly  difpofition,  and  feemed  to  live  in 
greax  unanimity  amongft  themfelves.  After  the  com- 
modore and.  his  men  had  been  with  them  a  (hort  time, 
they  made  figns  for  them  to  go  to  the  fmoke  which 
they  faw  at  a  dilknce,  and  ac  the  fame  time  pointed 
to  their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them 
fome.  refrefliment :  but  their  number  being  at  prc- 
lent  greatly  fuperior^  and  it  being  not'  improbable 
that  itill  greater  multitudes  might  come  upon  them 
unawares  from  the  inland  country,  the  commodore, 
who  was  equally  remarkable  for  his  prudence  and  hisi 
bravery,  thought  it  not  advifeabk  to  venture  any  far- 
tbcr^  from  the  water-fidc, 
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By  the  obfervations  made  from  the  maft-headt  at 
about  three  or  four  miles  diftancc,  and  from  the 
fmoke  they  faw  rifing  from  different  quarters,  thcfe 
Patagonians  feemed  to  have  no  huts  to  fecure  t})em 
from  the  weather ;  but  to  be  entirely  expofed,  with- 
out fo  much  as  a  tree  of  a  moderate  growth  to  (hclter 
them.  Indeed  the  foil  is  in  general  iandy,  and  to  all 
appearance  barren ;  for  they  found  neither  water  nor 
tceeS)  but  only  a  few  flirubs.  The  writer  remarks^ 
that  the  grcateft  part  of  thofe  who  furrounded  the 
fliore  were,  before  their  landing,  on  horfeback; 
but  on  feeing  the  boats  make  up  to  them,  they  dif- 
mounted,  and  left  their  horfes  at  fome  diftance.  Thefe 
Iiorfes  feemed  to  be  about  fixteen  hands  high,  and 
Ycry  fwift ;  but  bore  no  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
their  riders,  and  feemed  to  be  but  in  a  poor  condi- 
tion. Thefe  Patagonian  Indians  were  fo  diftrefled 
and  afflifted  at  their  leaving  them,  that  they  heard 
their  cries  for  a  confiderable  time  after.  To  this  re* 
iation  the  writer  adds  fome  other  concurring  tcfti* 
xnony  to  the  following  efFeft. 

A  gentleman,  he  fays,  who  was  an  officer  in  one 
of  the  ftiips,  and  on  fhore  at  the  fame  time  with  our 
author,  affirms,  that  the  Dolphin  having  entered  lo 
or  12  leagues  into  the  mouth  of  the  ftreights  of  Ma- 
gellan, the  men  on  deck  obfcrved  thirty  or  forty  peo- 
ple of  an  extraordinary  ftature,  ftanding  on  the  beach 
of  the  continent,  who  looking  attentively  at  them, 
made  friendly  figns,  by  which  they  feemed  to  invite 
them  to  come  on  (bore ;  while  others,  who  flood 
aloft,  difcovered  with  their  glaffes  a  much  greater 
number,  about  a  mile  farther  up  the  country ;  but 
afcribed  their  apparent  fize  to  the  fogginefs  of  the  ain 
The  Ihip  happening  at  this  inftant  to  be  becalmed, 
the  honourable  Mr.  Byron,  thinking  no  time  would 
Ije  loft  by  going  aOiore,  refolved  to  land,  in  order  to 
fee  ihefe  Indians,  and  learn  what  he  could  of  their 
manners:  he  therefore  ordered  a  fix-oared  boat  for 
himfcii  ano  ofdccrs^  and  one  of  twelve  cars  to  be  filled 
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with  men  and  arms,  as  a  fecurity,  in  cafe  there  fhould 
be  any  attempt  to  furprife  or  injure  him,  or  any  cf 
thofe  who  went  with  him ;  though  the  people  on  (hore 
did  not  feem  to  have  any  thing  like  an  ofFenfive  wea* 
pon  among  them. 

On  the  commodore's  landing,  in  company  with  his 
lieutenant,  he  made  figns  to  the  Indians,  who  were 
crouding  round  him,  to  retire,  which  they  very  rea- 
dily did,  to  the  diftance  of  30  or  40  yards.     He  then, 
attended  by  his  lieutenant,  advanced  toward  them 
about  20  yards-,  and  their  number  was  foon  encreafed 
to  upward  of  500  men,  women  and  children.     Seve- 
ral civilities  at  this  time  paffed  on  both  fides,  the  In- 
dians exprefling  their  joy  and  fatisfaftion  by  finging 
uncouth  fongs,  Ihakinr;  hands,  and  fitting  with  looks 
of  plcafure,  with  their  wives  and  children  round  the 
commodore,  who  diflributed  among  them  ribbons  and 
firings  of  beads,  with  which  they  appeared  extreamly 
delighted.     He  tied  necklaces  round  the  necks  of 
feveral  of  the  women,  who  leemed  to  be  from  feven^ 
and  a  half  to  eight  feet  high  ;  but  the  men  were  for 
the  moft  part  about  nine  feet  in  height,  and  fome 
more.     The  commodore  himfelf  meafures  full  fix 
feet,  and  thougl^  he  ftood  on  tip-toe,  he  could  but 
juft  reach  the  crown  of  one  of  the  Indians  heads, 
who  was  not,  by  far,  the  tailed  among  them.     The 
men  are  well  made,  broad  fet,  and  of  prodigious 
ftrength,  of  a  copper- colour,  with  long  black  hair; 
and  were  cloathed  with  (kins,  which  were  faftened 
about  their  necks  by  a  thong ;  the  (kins  worn  by  the 
men  being  loofe,  but  the  women's  girt  clofe  with  a 
kind  of  belt.     Many  of  the  men  and  women  rode 
on  horfes,  which  were  about  fifteen  hands  and  a  half 
high,  all  of  them  aftride ;  and  they  had  among  them 
fome  dogs,  which  had  (harp  nofes  like  foxes*,  and 
were  nearly  of  the  fize  of  a  middling  pointer. 

Thefe  friendly  people  invited  the  commodore,  and 
all  tho!c  who  were  landed,  to  go  with  them  up  the 
country,  (hewing  a  difiant  fmoke,  and  pointing  to 
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their  mouths,  as  if  they  intended  to  give  them  a  re- 
paft  'y  and  in  return,  the  com.modore  invited  the  In- 
dians to  come  on  board,  by  pointing  to  his  ihip  ;  bat 
neither  of  them  accepted  of  the  others  invitation : 
and  therefore  having  paflcd  two  hours  in  an  agree- 
able conVerfation,  carried  on  wholly  by  figns,  chey 
parted  with  all  the  marks  of  friendihip. 

The  country  all  around  is  fandy ;  but  diverfified 
with  fmall  hills,  covered  with  a  fhort  coarfe  grafs, 
and  with  (hrubs,  none  of  which,  as  Sir  John  Nar- 
borough  has  long  before  remarked,  is  large  enouo^h 
to  make  the  helve  of  a  hatchet. 

Another  gentleman  on  board  has  given  an  account 
thatexaftly  tallies  with  the  above,  with  thefe  additional 
circumftances :  That  when  tlicy  were  lo  or  12  leagues 
within  the  ftreights,  they  faw  through  their  glafles 
many  people  on  (hore  of  a  prodigious  fize ;  which 
extraordinary  magnitude  they  thought  to  be  a  decep- 
tion, occafioned  by  theiiazinefs  of  the  air,  it  being 
then  fomewhat  foggy ;  but  on  coming  near  the  land 
they  appeared  of  (till  greater  bulk,  arjjl  made  ami- 
cable figns  to  our  people  to  come  on  Ihore.  That 
when  the  Ihip  failed  on  to  find  a  proper  place  of  land- 
ing, they  made  lamentations,  as  if  they  were  afraid 
our  people  were  going  oft,  and  wouki  not  land.  He 
aifo  fays,  there  were  near  400  of  them,  and  aljout 
one  third  of  the  men  were  on  horics  not  much  larger 
than  ours  ;  and  that  they  rode  with  their  knees  up  to 
the  horfe's  withers,  having  no  ftirrups.  That  there 
were  women,  and  many  children,  whom  fome  of  our 
people  took  in  their  arms  and  kiiTed,  which  the  In- 
dians beheld  with  much  fceming  I'atlsfaftion.  That 
by  way  of  affection  and  ellcem,  they  took  his  hand 
between  theirs,  and  patted  it  •,  and  that  fome  of  thofc 
he  faw  were  ten  fccc  luL^h,  well  proportioned  and 
well  featured ;  tlieir  fKiris  of  a  copper-colour,  and 
they  had  neither  oficnlivc  nor  defcnGve  weapons, 
lie  aifo  fays,  tli.u  they  fcenicd  particularly  pleafcd 
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with  lieutenant  Cummins,  on  account  of  (lis  ftature, 
he  being  fix  feet  two  inches  high,  and  thatfomeof 
them  patted  him  on  the  (houlder,  but  their  hands 
fell  with  fuch  force,  thar  it  affeftcd  his  whole  frame. 

In  fine,  another  officer  of  the  fquadron.  who  is 
affirmed  to  have  communicated  an  account  of  thefe 
extraordinary  people  to  the  Royal  Society,  in  a  paper 
which  that  learned  body  is  faid  to  have  referved  tor 
publication,  give*  the  fame  account,  wirli  thcfc  ad- 
ditional circumftances  :  that  they  all  appeared  to  be 
very  f^acJous,  eafily  underftood  the  iignals  or  inti- 
mations which  our  people  made  to  them,  and  be- 
haved with  great  complacency  and  good  nr.titre. 


^&e  End  of  the.  First  Volumj. 


ERRATA,    in  the  Introduction.' 

In  the  Table  of  the  Planets,  p.  lo,  for  days  and 
boursy  in  the  diurnal  rotations  of  Mars  and  Jupiter, 
read  hours  and  minutes. 

P.  15,  1.  10  fix)m  the  bottom,  for  rarificatitm^  read 
rarefaSlim. 
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